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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

On Aug. 13, 1805 Captain Clark recorded in his journal a des-

cription of Captain Lewis's journal through an area believed to be
located between two creeks now called Pattee and Warm Springs. During
his passage through the area, Captain Lewis encountered two women and
a dog, who, seeing his party, sat down and waited for their arrival.
At this time Clark recorded that Lewis unfurled the flag and advanced
toward the two women. Captain Lewis also wrote in his journal for Aug.
13; "... I took the flag which I unfurled and advanced singly towards
them..."

A research of this area by Salmon Bureau of Land Management, the
Lemhi County Historical Society, and other interested parties has placed
the location for the unfurling of the American Flag with a legal des-
cription as follows: T. 20N, R. 24E, B.M., Sec 35 NWi, NWi. The area is
a grassy slope on the western slope of the Bitterroot range of the
Continental Divide.

At the present time, we have a large sign located at this site.
It reads "Capt. lewis, leading an advance party of three men, passed
through this area Aug. 12, 1805. Capt. Clark with 11 men, Sacajawea,
and her husband Charbonneau followed on Aug. 20, 1805." We propose
to remove this sign and place a monument here commemorating the First
Flag Unfurling on land west of the divide. We plan to work with the

Darling Foundation through Mr. Dave Ainsworth on what type of monument

we will erect.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mr. Dave Ainsworth of Salmon, Idaho has researched the possibility
of the unfurling of the American Flag for the first time on land west
of the Continental Divide. A portion of Mr. Ainsworth's research involved
a study of Captain Gray's Log of the ship Columbia that was anchored in
the Columbia River prior to the date of Aug. 13, 1805. The Columbia's
Log does not state that the American Flag was ever unfurled on land
while at anchor. Mr. Utley, Historian for the U.S. Park Service, confirms

Mr. Ainsworth's observation.




Ainsworth, Dave, Lemhi Historical Society: Salmon, Idaho. Interview,
June 16, 1973

Coues, Elliott, History of the Expedition Under the Command of Lewis and

Clark, Vol. 2, New York: Dover Publications, 1965, p. 488

Thwaites, Original Journals of lewis and Clark, Vol. 2, Antquaria Press,

p. 337
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[C] None

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, O!lic; of Archeology and Historic Preservation

o/~

view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom- Date
mended level of significance is m National [T] State ATTEST:
Keeper of Jhe'National Register
AUG 2 0 1975
Date

GPO 938-449
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Place 6" of reinforced concrete around base of
boulder to minimize possible settlement. .
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