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Cottage Hill District is situated on a low hill overlooking the Alabama River to 
the north and the downtown business area and Capitol Complex to the east. One of the 
most intact Victorian-era neighborhoods remaining in the city, the district is composed 
largely of closely spaced, one- and two-story residences dating from the late 19th 
Century. Trees, sidewalks and a uniform setback of approximately 15 feet lend unity 
to the area ane enhance its residential character. The slightly uneven nature of the 
land and the numerous brick or stone retaining walls that enclose small lawns add 
variety.

Of the 133 structures within the district, 90 (681) were constructed prior to 
1910 and are considered to be architecturally or historically significant. Although 
four examples of the more pretentious and commodious Victorian homes remain, the 
majority of the period structures are simple, frame residences with modest amounts 
of Victorian-associated trim or classical detailing. Two house types predominate. 
The five-bay facade, central-hall plan with either a low hipped or gabled roof, 
characteristic of the mid-century structures, is exemplified by the Dowe House at 
540 Martha. More common is the irregularly-massed, frame home with a front porch 
abutting a gabled bay or front room. A notable example is 510 Clayton, with its 
bracketed cornice and Eastlake trim.

More affluent residents constructed the pretentious dwellings which are: the 
irregularly-massed, two-story stuccoed house at 130 Clayton, distinguished by a 
pyramidal corner tower and fine stained glass windows; the brick-towered Mills 
Home on Clay, an impressive structure with ornate porch trim and fine brickwork; 
the Wagner Home (422 Herron), designed by local architect R.N. McGrath; and the 
elaborate, turn-of-the-century Walker Home on Goldthwaite.

Of the 43 structures built since 1910, most generally support the character of 
the district; only 9 are considered major intrusions. In the two decades after 1910, 
twenty-six non-intrusive cottages, apartment buildings and stores appeared in the 
neighborhood, providing a continuity in modest home construction. Since the 1930 f s 
only 17 structures have been built. Seven are one-story frame or brick structures with 
similar scale and set backs which do not disrupt the character of the district. An 
eighth structure, the c. 1950 T s apartment complex on Clayton, is boarded by a brick 
wall and shrubs which shield the six buildings from direct view. Additionally, four 
of the six, two-story stuccoed units are sited with the narrow gabled ends facing 
the street, minimizing the impact of the structures. Significant intrusions consist 
of two service stations and four warehouses on Herron, a power transformer and 
commercial structure on Whitman, and a church on Clayton.

As defined by a 1974 Montgomery city ordinance, Cottage Hill is a distinct, 
historically and geographically definable area bounded on the north by the Alabama 
River and Bell Street, on the west by an interstate highway, and adjoining dissimilar 
grid patterns on its eastern and southern boundaries. In addition, its eastern 
boundary marks the crest of the hill, while two of its streets dead end at the 
southern boundary.

The original high denisty of the district has been somewhat weakened by demolition 
and the construction of warehouses in the northern half. Consequently the 400 and 600
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blocks of Clay and the northern side of the 600 block of Herron, which were included 
in the city district, have been omitted. Those houses facing north on Clayton were 
added.

Commercial structures compose 10 percent of the district and are concentrated 
in the northern half and along Goldthwaite.

Structural conditions in the district range from excellent to poor with approximate! 
one-fifth of the structures (including warehouses and intrusions) considered to be in 
deteriorated condition. During the past year approximately 14 restorations were 
begun on the historically or architecturally significant structures and the district 
is being reclaimed as a residential and shopping area close to the heart of downtown 
Montgomery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cottage Hill, a city zoned historic distirct, is the one downtown residential 
neighborhood in Montgomery that retains the ambience and scale of a middle-class 
Victorian community. Most of the structures date from 1870 to 1910 and are well- 
built, yet unpretentious, one- and two-story frame houses that reflect the taste 
and lifestyle of the urban middle class in late 19th Century Montgomery.

Originally known as the Hanrick Plat, the area was incorporated into Montgomery 
in 1839. In spite of its proximity to the two early settlements which merged to 
become Mmtgomery in 1819, there was little interest in the area until the 1830 T s 
when streets were laid out and lots established, probably by Edward Hanrick, a land 
speculator. Even then, interest remained slight. Only two lots were sold in the 
1830's, followed by a third sale in 1846.

Development continued to be slow and, despite the construction of an Episcopal 
Female School on the fringe of the district in the late 1850 f s, Cottage Hill was 
still only sparsely settled by 1860. Although a small group of planters had 
established homes along Whitman Street, most of the residents were working-class 
people. Occupations of residents listed in the 1859-60 Montgomery City Directory 
include railroad employes, grocers, carpenters and laborers.

Only a few of the surviving structures can be dated, at least in part, to the 
early years of development. R.M. Berry, a printer, lived in a log cabin now 
incorporated into 508 Clayton. Also dating from the earliest period is the house 
at 448 Clayton, originally a central dogtrot style structure. Stylistically, the 
Dowe House at 540 Martha resembles the houses of this period with its symmetrical 
five-bay facade, low hipped roof and central hall plan; yet all of its door hardware 
bears a patent date of 1863, and the home may well have constructed in the 1870 f s 
in an earlier style.

The present concentration of late Victorian houses was built mostly after 1880 
as residences for middle class merchants and clerks. A number of these are fine 
examples of a late 19th Century house type that features a gabled bay or room 
abutted by a front porch. Several houses of this type were constructed in the 
district by Robert Hugger, who came to Montgomery in the 1880 T s and was later 
joined by his brother Emile. After incorporating in 1897 as Hugger Brothers 
Construction Company, they were responsible for the construction of a large number 
of houses and buildings throughout the south. The four cottages at the south 

east corner of Martha and Hanrick (529-543 Martha) were constructed by Hugger. Five 
other homes in the district (648 and 510 Clayton and 639, and 530 Martha) are 
similar enough to suggest they are the work of the Huggers.
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The house at 510 Clayton Street, with its fine bracketed cornice, ornamented 
gabled front bay and Eastlake porch trim, is a noted example of this type of 
structure and was built in 1888 for Frank Alien, a clerk for Pollack and Sons. 
Slightly less ornate is 533 Martha, completed in 1891 by Robert Hugger, who 
occupied the structure for approximately 10 years.

A few large scale structures were also built during the 1880's. The Mills 
House at 532 Clay is one of the finest in the district. Constructed in 1880 by 
Alfonso D. Mills, listed in various city directories as a cattleman, a building 
contractor and a land developer, it is thought to be the first brick veneer 
structure in the city, as well as the first to have central forced air heating.

The Wagner House at 422 Herron Street was designed by a local architect, 
R.N. McGrath, for Christopher Wagner, a proprietor of a buggy shop on Lee 
Street. Less imposing, but equally well-crafted, is the house at 546 Clay Street, 
constructed in 1887 by Jacob Geible, a German immigrant who owned the Montgomery 
Carriage works.

Cottage Hill takes its name from the first public school opened in the 
district in April, 1891, drawing students from the surrounding neighborhoods. 
Located on the northwest corner of Herron and Hanrick, it was named the Cottage 
Hill School for a small red structure which had previously occupied the site. 
The school, rebuilt several times prior to 1904, continued to serve the area 
until 1963.

Around the turn of the century, the area along Goldthwaite Street became 
quite fashionable, and some important houses were constructed in the Queen Anne 
Style. The only remaining example, in the district proper, is 103 Goldthwaite, 
completed in 1896 for Benjamin Wins ton Walker, a U.S. Marshall and son-in-law 
of Thomas Alsop, who-owned much of the land along Whitman and Goldthwaite.

After the early years of the 20th Century, Montgomery's finer families built 
their homes along the extensions of Court and Perry streets, leaving Cottage Hill 
to the middle and working classes. Prior to the depression, several small cottages 
and apartments were constructed in the area, and a series of small stores appeared 
along Goldthwaite.

During the late 1950 T s and 1960's, the area deteriorated and on the last 
master plan for the city was slated to become an industrial warehouse complex. 
Recognition of the irreplacable character of the district and its potential for 
development as a downtown residential and shopping area came in the 1970's. In 
1974 it was zoned as a historic district by the City of Montgomery.

GPO 892 455
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approximately 580 feet to the intersection of Herron and Holt; then south approximately 
720 feet to the intersection of Holt and Clayton; then east along Clayton for 
approximately 250 feet to an extension of the western property line of 635 Clayton; 
then southeasterly along the rear property lines of 635, 631 and 625 Clayton; then 
east along the rear property lines to the eastern property line of 423 Clayton; then 
north to the center line of Clayton Street; then east along the center line of Clayton 
to the point of beginning.

GPO 892 455



RECEIVED

BLOCK 1 HANRICK PLATT 

1-7 Goldthwaite 

410 Clayton 

430 Clayton 

436 Clayton 

440 Clayton 

448 Clayton 

14 Whitman

20 Whitman 

28 Whitman 

441 Martha 

435-437 Martha 

431 Martha 

427-429 Martha 

421 Martha 

411-142 Martha 

Bl, L10, n.Js 

15-21 Goldthwaite

COTTAGE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PROPERTY OWNERS

Capilouto, Gilso P.O. Box 92, Montgomery 36102 

Capilouto, Gilso "

Rollings, Blanche 430 Clayton, Montgomery 36104 

Mire, Evarice 174 Arlington Road, Montgomery 36105 

Wingard, John 440 Clayton, Montgomery 36104 

Baldwin, Gus § Jana 448 Clayton, Montgomery 36104

Fuller, Essie Vinon 1508 Clerlake Ct., Cocoa, Florida
32922

Kelly, Louise 20 Whitman, Montgomery 36104

Robinson, Hilliard § Sophia 28 Whitman, Montgomery 36104

Walker, W.E. P.O. Box 38, Albertville 35950

Walker, W.E.

Walker, W.E.

Walker, W.E.

Walker, W.E.

Walker, W.E. "

Phia, Mayer 21 N. Goldthwaite, Montgomery 36104

Russo, Ida Adm. Est. (Avzaradell) Brown-Lee Jewelry 
108 S. Tryon St., Charlotte, N.C. 2820

BLOCK 2 HANRICK PLATT 

500 Clayton 

508 Clayton 

510 Clayton 

vacant lot

518 Clayton

522 Clayton 

528 Clayton 

532 Clayton 

536 Clayton 

542 Clayton

Hill, F.A., Jr. 336 Vaughn Road, Montgomery 36104 

Sullivan, John M. § Marilyn 508 Clayton, Montgomery 36104 

Chipman, Robert Taylor 510 Clayton St., Montgomery 36104

Bagley, Roy c/o Old South Wrecking Co., Inc., 312 Flack 
Road, Montgomery 36108

Jacoby, Barbara F. 3244 Norman Bridge Road, Montgomery 
36105

Perdue, Harry H., Jr. 3583 South View, Montgomery 36111 

Patton, Robert § Gussie Lee 528 Clayton, Montgomery 36104 

McCormick, Nettie Lee 532 Clayton, Montgomery 36104

Reese, Warren. . 839 Cl erdale Road, Montgomery
36109 

Sanders, Berna : . 542 Clayton, Montgomery 36104
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BLOCK 2 HANRICK PLATT (CONTINUED)

543 Martha 

537 Martha 

533 Martha 

529 Martha 

527 Martha 

521 Martha 

517 Martha 

511 Martha 

507 Martha 

501 Martha 

27 Whitman 

15 Whitman

Manning, William F. 3025 Sumter Avenue, Montgomery 36109 

Williams, H. Randall § Peggy 537 Martha, Montgomery 36104 

Blount, Thomas A. 533 Martha, Montgomery 36104 

McClendon, Walter 529 Martha, Montgomery 36104 

Davis, Willy A. 527 Martha, Montgomery 36104 

Carroll, Elmira § George 521 Martha, Montgomery 36104 

Evans, Anna S. 517 Martha, Montgomery 36104 

, Blount, Tom 533 Martha, Montgomery 36104

Sandlin, Dennis § Gain 1001 South Court, Montgomery 36104 

Windsor, Mary Ellen 3519 Dalradia Court, Montgomery 36109 

Smith, David 9 Clayton, Montgomery 36104 

Bessalieu, Steve § Ana 15 Whitman, Montgomery 36104

BLOCK 3 HANRICK PLATT 

vacant lot

610 Clayton

616 Clayton 

626-628 Clayton 

630-632 Calyton 

652 Clayton 

639 Martha 

635 Martha

631 Martha 

625 Martha

621 Martha 

617 Martha 

613 Martha 

609 Martha 

603 Martha

Jimmy Rouse, Rouse Motors, Inc., P.O. Box 17039, 
Montgomery 36117

Montgomery County, H.W. Suddath, Administrator, Montgomery 
County Commission, P.O. Box 1667, Montgomery 36104

Goldsmith, Shake 616 Clayton, Montgomery 36104 

Walker, W.E. already given

Mullen, Mary Jo 2212 Yancey Avenue, Montgomery 36107 

Johnson, Mary Helen 648 Clayton, Montgomery 36104 

Dozier, Richard 546 Clay, Montgomery 36104

Shell, Ruth H $ George Route 2, Box 296-AA, Montgomery 
36108

Brown, Baus Eugene 631 Martha, Montgomery 36104

Brown, Peter James § Katie M. 625 Martha, Montgomery 
36104

Kelly, William A. $ Nina 621 Martha, Montgomery 36104 

Houston, Clara 342 Montvista Drive, Montgomery 36109 

Lifford, Bulah (Edith P.) 613 Martha, Montgomery 36104 

Nobles, Stephen P., Sr. 603 Martha, Montgomery 36104

Carr, Annie 603 Martha, Montgomery 36104
or Nobles, Stephen P., Sr. § Edna Marcellio 603 Martha, 
Montgomery 36104
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BLOCK 6 HANRICK PLATT 

109 Hanrick

602 Martha

612-614 Martha 

616-618 Martha 

620-622 Martha 

626-628 Martha 

632-638 Martha 

644 Martha 

vacant lot 

652 Martha 

112 Holt

B6, L6+

629 Herron 

623 Herron 

617 Herron 

613 Herron 

609 Herron 

605 Herron 

127 Hanrick 

125 Hanrick 

123 Hanrick 

121 Hanrick

Jordan, R.A. § Vivian, 1505 Madison Avenue, Montgomery 
36107

vv Manning, Mary Louise 3711 Dalraida Pkwy., Montgomery 
36109

Weinstock, Joseph 3510 Princeton Road, Montgomery 36111

- Weinstock, Joseph "

, Manning, William F. 3025 Sumter Avenue, Montgomery 36109 

Weinstock, Joseph given above 

Weinstock, Joseph "

Wright, Florence E. 1905 St. Charles, Montgomery 36107 

Haardt, Mable 44 Haardt Drive, Montgomery 36105 

Stephens, Mrs. P.B., Sr. 652 Martha, Montgomery 36104

Stern, Phillip § Louis 3613 Berkley Dr., Montgomery 36111
(Louis)

3727 Bridlewood Dr., Montgomery 
36111 (Philip)

Gulf Oil Corporation P.O. Box 7245, Station C., Atlanta, 
Georgia

Stern, Philip § Louis given above

Stern, Philip $ Louis "

Stern, Philip § Louis "

Stern, Philip § Louis "

Stern, Philip § Louis "

Stern, Philip § Louis "

Stern, Philip £ Louis

Stern, Philip § Louis "

Stern, Philip § Louis "

Stern, Philip § Louis "

BLOCK 7 HANRICK PLATT

111 Whitman

107 Whitman

103 Whitman

518 Martha

522 Martha

526-528 Martha

530 Martha

Pickett, Jack § Muffin 3005 Renee Drive, Montgomery 36111

Ross, Anne 3389 Wilmington Avenue, Montgomery 36105

Hall, Daisey M. 103 Whitman, Montgomery 36104

Stern, Philip § Louis already given

Stern, Philip § Louis "

Stern, Philip § Louis "

Stern, Philip $ Louis "
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BLOCK 7 HANRICK PLATT (CONTINUED) 

534 Martha 

540 Martha

B7, L6 +

vacant lot 

513 Herron 

vacant lot

Bailey, Carolyn F. 558 S. Hull St., Montgomery 36104 

Loeb, James L. 2244 Fernway Dr., Montgomery 36111

Jones, W.Tom 2193 Woodely Road, P.O. Box 1806, 
Montgomery 36111

Tatum, W.A. 921 Federal Drive, Montgomery 36104 

Lewis, Sarah 513 Herron, Montgomery 36104

Shell Office, Dave Brown, Real Estate Representative, 
Birmingham District Office, P.O. Box 10864, Birmingham 
35202

BLOCK 8 HANRICK PLATT

109 Goldthwaite

vacant lot

101 Goldthwaite

418 Martha

422 Martha

426 Martha

432-434 Martha

440-442 Martha

100 Whitman

108 Whitman

114 Whitman 

120 Whitman 

vacant lot

B8, L10 + 

vacant lot 

422 Herron 

444 Herron

212 Whitman 

432 Herron

Licastre, Inez 6 Michigan Ave., Montgomery 36110

Tunsford, Jimmy C. 821 University Ave., Troy 36081

Walker, W.E. P.O. Box 38, Albertville 35950

Walker, W.E. "

Walker, W.E.

Walker, W.E.

Walker, W.E.

Walker, W.E. "

McCollister, Porter § Marh 100 Whitman, Montgomery 36104

Schultz, Chuck c/o Dexter Pub, 207 Dester Ave., Montgomery 
36104

Broadway, O.A. § Lois 116 Whitman, Montgomery 36104 

Chalker, Thelma 120 Whitman, Montgomery 36104

McDaniel, Mrs. Jimmy Lou, et.al. 703 Ponce de Leon, 
Montgomery 36106

McGough Building Co. 711 E. South Blvd., Montgomery 36101 

Trice, Kerma 1301 Adams Ave., Apt. 701, Montgomery 36104 

Herron House Antiques 422 Herron, Montgomery 36104

Turner, Julius M. § Carnie C. 100 Dunn Dr., Montgomery 
36109

Hale, William 212 Whitman, Montgomery 36104 

Herron House Antiques given above
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BLOCK 10 HANRICK PLATT 

215 Whitman

514 Herron

520 Herron 

528 Herron 

530 Herron 

vacant lot

BIO, L6 s.h

557 Clay

3 vacant lots

533 Clay

523 Clay 

BIO, L10

Capitol Chevrolet, Inc. 3345 Stratford Lane, Montgomery 
36111

Jones, J. Mack (to be moved) 3417 Southview Avenue, 
Montgomery 36111

Boy/man, Ellen S. 520 Herron, Montgomery 36104 

Adams, J.D. $ Pearl 526 Herron, Montgomery 36104 

Adnrews, C.K. § Edith 530 Herron, Montgomery 36104

Lamar, Woody, Dr. (Hills Corp.) et.al. 57 Adams Ave., 
Montgomery 36104

Harrison, J.M. Agency, Inc. 57 Adams Ave., Montgomery 
36104

Campbell, Merriel 216 S. Hull, Montgomery 36104 

Davis, Charity 533 Clay, Montgomery 36104

Tanio Farms, Inc. c/o J. Mac Jones, Suite 111, Union 
Bank Building, Montgomery 36104

Taino Farms, Inc. "

Alabama Power Company Ollie D. Smith, Vice-president, 
General Manager, Corporate Real Estate, P.O. Box 2641 
Birmingham 35291

BLOCK 15 HANRICK PLATT

B15, LI n.%

B15, LI s.%

516 Clay

532 Clay

540 Clay

546 Clay

Aronov, Mrs. Jake 3339 Boxwood Drive, Montgomery 36111 

r Aronov, Mrs. Jake " 

Mills House Corp. 546 Clay, Montgomery 36104 

Mills House Corp. " 

Mills House Corp. " 

Dozier, R.T. 546 Clayton, Montgomery 36104

PROPERTY ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF CLAYTON STREET

Saint Andrews Catholic Church 

Clayton Court Apartments, Inc.

Howard, Vincent I. § Lisa M.

Rice Temple Church of God ADH

Grier, Albert

Hawk, Daniel R. § Barbara

McLendon, CarIton

Whiteside, Audrey Helsise

McCod, Virginia Ann Pecot

Pecot, Harold E., Jr.

437 Clayton, Montgomery 36104

c/o 0. Flyn § Verity, Inc., 192 Hempstead Turnpike, 
W. Hempstead, N.Y. 11552

Route 5, Box 470, Wetumpka 36092

601 Clayton, Montgomery 36104

617 Clayton, Montgomery 36104

3394 Cloverdale Road, Montgomery 36106

225 W. Paces Ferry Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30305

4528 Sunshine, Montgomery 36116

4528 Sunshine, Montgomery 36116

4528 Sunshine, Montgomery 36116
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PROPERTY ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF CLAYTON STREET (CONTINUED)

David, Edward Lee § Josephine 635 Clayton, Montgomery 36104

Pitts, J. Herman 1102 Rosedale Drive, Montgomery 36107

Page, Mrs. W.A. 427 Clayton, Montgomery 36104

Pitts, Jesse H. 1102 Rosedale Drive, Montgomery 36107


