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1. Name

historic State Asylum for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind /

. 1{ o~

and/orcommon  C@8lifornia Schools for the Deaf and Blind

2. Locatlon i.{ (A R {»t! c s 1 ’;\i # el v - ‘,i*/ [ Mo B DC‘ s ;‘ v Qe .4' Wl o vy ~ o
School for the Deaf, 2601 Warring Strect -
street & number School for the Bliné., 2001 Derby Street n/a not for publication
city, town LTerKe ley 94704 nfa__ vicinity of congressional district 17
state California code 06 county -Alameda code 001
3. Classification
Category vanership Status Present Use
A district _&_ public — occupied __ agriculture — museum
___ building(s) ___ private ~ _X unoccupied — commercial ___park
_. - structure ___ both — work in progress 4 educational —_ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Agcessible — entertainment —religious
____object —in process _4* yes: restricted —__government — scientific
_____being considered . yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
x N/A —_no — military — other:
4. Owner of Property
name State of California Department of General Services, Real Estate Services Divisior

street & number 650 Howe Avenue

city, town Sacramento n&vic‘inity of state California 95825

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Alameda County Courthouse

street & number 1225 Fzllcn Street

city, town Cakland state “2lifcrnia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte State Historic Resources Invenhasmlyis property been determined elegible? ___yes X no

date 1972 ___federal X _state ___county __local

State Office of Historic Preservation

.

depository for survey records (575 fornia Dept. of Parks and Recreation

city, town Sacrzmento state Californis 95811




7. Description

Condition - Check one Check cne

excellent = deterlorated unaltered 22 _original site v
X good —__ruins X altered ——moved date N/A
— fair . Unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

The California Schools for the Leaf and the Blind, .~ ‘
located since 1867 in the City of EBerkeley, occupy a 50 acre site with
457,000 square feet of existing buildings -- classrooms, dormitories,
auditoria, dining facllities, gymnasia, swimming pools and a variety of
landscaped outdoor areas and playing fields. Located at the foot of the
Berkeley hills, approximately 1/4 mile igutheast of the main campus of
the University of California, berkeley, The sitehas provided a low density
use 1n a quiet park-like environment within one of the most densely
populated cities 1n valifornia. The site 1s bounded by Dwight way on the
north, Warring Street on the west, Derby Street on the south, and on the
east there are approximately 80 acres of open land, formerly part of the
schoocl site, leased to the Zast Eay Regional Park District since 1970.

The bulldings have red tile roofs, light colored walls, and Hispanic
details, including arched openings, miradors, circular and quatrefoil
windows, metal grills, perforated walls, cantilevered exterior staircases,
balconles, interlior tilework, coffered.ceilings and hanging lamps. All
the bulldings are of reinforced concrete construction. The buildings of
the Blind School are surfaced with stucco, while the bulldings of the School
for the Deaf ®sxpress the concrete construction by the pattern of the bozsrd
torms.

The School for the Deaf occupies 28 buildings,which make up approximately
3/4 of the site and front primarily on Dwight iay snd Warring Street. The
construction of these buildings occurred generslly within two periods,
1929-1931 and 1948-1959. Most of the buildings are connected by tile roofed
loggias to form a complex of buildings arranged around courtyards. The
School for the Blind consists of 12 buildings, located on the southern 1/4
of the site 2nd front primarily along Derby Street. Generally the buildings
were cconstructed either during the period of 1924-1930 or 1940-1948,

CONTRIEUTING BUILDINGS, SCHOOL FOR THZ BLIND

B-1

Administration, Assembly, and Library Building
Architect: The Cffice of the State Architect
1926,1920,1962

This stuccoed structure with 2 stories and a tiled gable roof was buillt in

two stages. The "L" shaped portion to the west, which contains the second
floor auditorium, was built in 1926. The eastern "L" shaped section with the
tower was bullt 1In 1930. In the original wing, the main facade is articulated
by quoined corners and entryway flanked by columns and pllasters supporting

an entablature. In the 1930 wing the main facade features a false arcade

on the south projectory wing, and the arched openings in the tower are each
divided by 2 single column. In the interior, the detailing of the auditorium
is of the Spanish Colonial style -- five pointed arches support a simulated
wood beam and plank celling from which six large lanterns hang. Large
Polychrome redrood relief panels, divided into registers filled with flowing
geometric forms coupled with plant, human and animal forms, are placed over
the stage curtain and over the crgsn to the rear. These and the smoller panels



8. SIggificanca

Perilod Areas of Significance—Check and Justify below X

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning =~ __ landscape architecture____ reiigion

—— 14001499 . ___ archeology-historic — conservation — —— sclence

— 1500-1598 agriculture economics — [terature — scuipture

___1600-1699 _> architecture X education e military X__soclal/

— 1700-1799 __art —— engineering — music humanltarlan
1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ phllosophy — theater

I 1900 —— communications —— Industry — politics/government __ transportation

—— Invention — other (specity)
Specific dates - 1914 -1949° Bulider/Architect Office of the State Architect

A ]

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The bulldings of the California School for the Deaf and Elind, and their
settings, maintain a park-like ambience which has long been a landmark for
the residents of Berkeley. The ccntinued use of the site for one hundred and
fourteen years has made it one of the principal public institutional oven
spaces in the area. Hducationally the California zchool for the Deaf and B2lind
is significant for being the first such institution in Czalifornia and on the
West Coast. Along with the University of California (which arrived three years
later), the School was one of the first public educational institutions in
Derkeley. The well-planned arrangement of buildings, the use of landscaping
to define exterlor spaces, and the stylistic unity of the buildings has created
a Campug which is both functionally and aesthetically successful.

"The school site, connecting the surrounding sub-urban area with the
Berkeley hills, progresses from more formal and intense usage along the
street edges to iInformal areas of quiet activities within the interior, to the
more open areas approaching the hills. The uppermost boundry of the site is
here formed by the grove of eucalyptus planted by former student Theophilus
d'Estrella. (n the more public sides of the site, vegetation, the stone wall,
and flnally the streets form a serlies of layers which make the transition from
dense residential to institutional open space. The scale and setbacks of the
school buildings along the perimeter of the site are sensitive to the context
of a residential neighborhood. Thz central campus is a formal composition of
academic and service bulldings, arranged in sectors to form large squares
and small courtyards, while further up the site toward the hills the siting of
the buildings 1s more informal, the planting more dense, and the topography
forms natural zones for the buildings. The arrangement of the buildings not
only focuses inward onto the courts, but also frames formal walks and view
corridors which focus outw:'rd to take advantage of the scenic panorama.

The rhythm of the colonnaded loggias, the texture of the ground surfaces,
the placement of sculptures, the towers which mark buildings on the landscape,
the variety of plantings, a2ll serve to enrich the experience of moving through
the site. Logglas connecting courtyards and buildings are sensitive to the
California climate; impart a human scale to the institutional buildings; and
serve as a link betwecen the exterior and interior spaces. The series of
courtyards, seemingly open but actually sequestered snd protected, are among
the most striking features of the schools' site planning. The integration
af indoor and outdoor spaces via arcaded courtyards; the straightforward
expression of structure and msterials -- reinforced concrete, painted and/or
stuccoed; the Mediterranean-type plantings; and the consistency cof design
vocabulary -- simple volumes articulated by Hisvanic features -- has success-
fully tied together buildings from different eras. According to David Gebhard,
"This capsulated history of California's Hispanic tradition in public
architecture is nowhere better represented than in the architecture of these
two schools. No other public institution in the state has managed to survive
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _C. 50 acres
Quadrangle name 93x<1land East
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Verbal boundary description and justification Campus of approximately 50 acres, bounded
on the west by warring Street, on the north by Dwight Way, on the south by
Derby Street & extenslon of its line east to the Cakland-Berkeley torder,
which forms the eastern boundary.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/a code county n/a code

state n/a code county n/a code

11. Form Prepared By

namettite Mary O'Toole

Eerkeley Architectural Heritage Associati
organizationy age Assocla OLsate May 4, 1981

P.O. Box 1137 telephone (415) 845-6591

street & number

Berkeley -~ state California 94701

city or town
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national l state — local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaiuated,
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

S 88,

date 7

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

State Historic Preservation Officer

title
“ForHeR
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which occur over window openings and in the arched lunette of the north
wall were commissioned by the Federal Arts Froject and designed by the black
sculptor Sargent Claude Johnson in 1937. Addition of fire stair added to
west elevation of original wing. .

B-2

Vista Del Mar Girls' Residence

Architect: The Office of the State Architect (Alfred Eichler)
1924

This reinforced concrete a2nd hollow tile bullding with two storles and a

tile gable roof 1s organized around a south-facing courtysrd winich is

upen at one end. Deeply recessed double wood czgsement windows occur through-
out the building. The major visual articulation of the south elevation

18 the large cantilevered chimney with rectangular openings for smoke, topped
by a small gable roof. The north facade iz enhanced by such Hispanic features
ag a cantilevered corbeled exterilor staircase, small cast-iron balconiec and
scrollwork over the arched entry.

B-4

Monroe Hall Classrooms and Children's Residence
Architect: Office of the State Architect (R.D. Murray)
1940

This L-shaped twc story, low pitched tile gable rocfed building reflects
the image of the 1920s Spanish Colonial Revival. The general configurstion
of the building is indicated on the site maps of the 1920s. kajor design
features are the large circular window in the south gable facade of the
woutheast wing =nd the cantilevered stalrcase on the ncrth side of the
building. '

B-6

Infirmary )

Architect: Cffice of the State Architect (R.D. Murray)
1940

This T-shaped, one stor tile gable roof bullding reflects the image of the
Spanish Colonial Revival style of the 1920s. On the south facade two gabled
projecting bays enclose 2 small entrance courtyard. To the west of the court
the facade is articulated by square patterned grill work in front of a row
of high windows. This wing is terminated at its west end by & high, narrow
arched opening framed by pilasters. within the opening a tlle criss-cross
grill forms a railing for the balcony. Louvered =nd lsttice-work shutters
occur throughout the building.
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B-9
Gymnasium
Architect: Office of the State Architect
1914

This reinforced ccncrete, veneered with brick and inset tile, rectangular
shape, two story, low hipped roof bullding, achieves its major visual effect
thrcugh a skillful manipulatiocn of the scale of decorative detail and
structural elements. Centered on the narrow south side i1s s large arch

in which the maln entry door is recessed. The upper story hzs a row of
casement windows separated by wood half columna. The west facade is
divided by glant pilasters into four tays, infilled on the upper and lower
storys with a row cf double casement windows; separated on the upper story
by wood half columns and cn tine lower story by a brick veneered piler. The
original polychrome effect has been lost; the brick, tile and wood nmembers
have been palinted white.

B- 11

Wilkinson Lodge Boys Resldence
Architect: Cffice of the State Architect
1928, 1950 zddition

This building with tile gable roof forms an IL-shape with two wings angling
out to the southeast and northwest. The rambling plan 1s responsive to
changes in topography. The building retains a domestic and informal character
due to its small scale, accretive forms and the irregularity of its plan.

At the uppermost part of the site a2 two story wing angles onto a low one
story gabled and shed roofed entry porch with four squat colurmns. Over

the metal door of the entrance is a relief panel of a stylized tcrch. To

the west side of the entry 1s a simllar stylized panel of a torch teariag
figure in front of =z sunburst. The entry porch merges into s high gabled
space articulated by three high windows projecting upward to the gable
goffit. The interior of this story and a half space hass zn open raftered
celling supported by large beams. From this point the tullding meanders

on Jjeining together various one story gabled wings, shed roofed proches and
seml-circular bays. The Hispanic imagery is comrbined with moderne motifs --
semi-circular drums and vértical window bands, which were quite innovative
for tne time.
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B-12

Wilkinson Lodge Annex

Architect: Office of the State Architect
1930

This rectangular shaped building with a low pitched tile gable rcof

was originally designed as mulitple housing for school staff. The maln
facade, which is two stories at the north end, has two large arched garage
door openings which are separated by a squat pler. An enclosed exterlor
stairway on the north end contributes to the hispanic flavor. The central
entry porch projccting out to the west 1s partially enclosed. The small
scale of the windows and large central chimney =2dd to the dorestic
character.

CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS, SCHOOL FOR THEZ DEAF

-D-1

Administrztion Euilding

Architect: Cffice of ths State Architect (Alfred Eichler)
1949

This rectangular building of one story with a low tiled hip rocof 1s

situated on a terrace at the terminus of a formal axis leading into the

site from warring Street. The siting recalls the 1890 Educational -
Building as does the clock tower with clockworks teken from the tower of

the 19th century building. The rectangular northeast corner tower juxtaposes
a strong vertical element to the horizonallty which characterizes the
building. The main entry 1s centrzlly placed in a shallow rececssion ccmposed
of five bays divided by simplified Ionic columns. The remainder of the

west facade is masked by low hedges and the roof overhang. On the east
facade the tile roof extends out and is supported by a different variation of
Ionic columns tc form the loggia facing east into the principal courtyarde.
This loggia runs the length of the bullding and joins into the small formal
courtyards on the north and socuth ends of the building. Courtyards are square
and held centrally placed sculpture -- "The Bear Hunt" by Douglas Tilden
in the north court, and a “PA birdbath sculpture in ths south court.

(Note: Eoth pieces have recently been removed to the new School for the

Deaf site in Fremont, as h:=ve the bells in the clock tower). Large arches
and abstrzct columns from a loggia around the perimeter of each courtyard
connecting the Adminlstration Building to the adjacent buildings, and
creating: a sense of a2 cloister.
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D-2

Stevenson Secondary School

Architects Uffice of the State Architect {4nson Boyd/design by Alfred Eichler)
1949

This bullding is two stories with a tiled gable roof, and, with 1its
northwest/southeast orientation, is a major departure from the balanced
Beaux Arts plan of the rest of the campus. On the east, the building 1is
connected to D-1 by a logzla. The original stone voussolrs from the
entrance to the 1875 Educatlonal Building rest on Romanesgue Capltals
and columns, and surround the loz:ia entrance. On the west, & two-story
wing connects D-2 to D-3. The Hispanic and Classicsl detalling of D-2,
although abstracted, relate the bullding to the other buildings on the
site.

D-6

Grady Hall, the Junior High School for Boys °

Archigect: Office of the State Architect (4nson Boyd/aAlfred Bichler)
c.19

This two-story building has a tile gable roof, loggias on tue first floor,
and vrojectinz balconies. The building defines the north boundary of the
formal courtyard between buildings D-1 and D-5. The Hispanic imagery is
ccntinued in this building.

D-16
Intermediate Girls Dormitory

Architect: Office of the State Architect (Anson Boyd/Design by Alfred Eichler)
c. 1950

This building, with tile gable roof, 1s 3 storles on the west and two stories
on the east. A one-story loggla runs the length of the west facade. This
facade 1s the eastern boundary of the principal courtyard east of the
Administration Buillding.

D-18

Main Dining Hall

Architect: Cffice of the State Architect (Charles F.B. Roeth)
19321

This 2-story building witn tiled gable roof adjolns the Kitchen suilding
on the west and Birk Hall Lower School on the east. The long ends of
the rectangular building form the edges of the principal courtyard of the
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principal courtyard fcr the Dining igll on the souti side of the building.
The north facade 1¢ CGominated by the large concrete srches which form an
arczde running the length of the building. Lhe couth facade 1s also
defined by lar e scale elements: high paired casement windows with circular
and rectsngular mullions, between which sre three sets of French doors
framed within a3 mnesive concrete woldin:. In the interior, six large
concrete portal frames support the ceilin. pasinted to sugzest a Teawed
cellin.. wood pzneling up to the six foot helignt level and two rows of
nancing metal lamps strenzthen the effect of 2 Great Hall.

D-12
Kitchen
Architects Cffice of the State Architect (4lfred &icnler)

1920

fhis tuillding of two stories with low tiled gable roof runs lengtunwlse
Letween the kain Dining 211 to the east snd the dlerentary cininz hall
tc the west; the south side cf the rectangle 1s attached tc the 1322
Gommissary Building. Thoss pertions of the east and west fscade whilch
extend beyond the Lining Halls to form cne edge of the courtyards of
esciy Linin, nasll, nave been defined by five larze piers and infilled
with industrizl sash. ‘The upper nortion of the south zable-end facszde
which extends stove the attached Commissary culldling 1s srticulated by
a larve snd decply inset circular window. The circulsr drums with louvered
circular openinge and topped by low conical roof surmount the ridge of
the gable roof.

D-20

dlementary Dining Hall

architect: Cffice of the State architect (41fred cichler)
1920

This rectangular building with tiled geble rocf was designed and built
alonz with the Kitchen to the east 3s a single unit. On the west the
gall is sttached to the Caldwell EZlement2ry School. The loggla along the
north facade provides a visual link to the log.ia of the Main Lining Hall
as well as the srall formal courtyard of the Administraticn Building.

The one and = haelf story spazce with wcod coffered celling snd hanging
lamps, opens ontc 2n enclosed south-facing courtyard. Four large pllasters
divide the soutnh facade intc three bays. within each bay a2 large arch

is infilled with glasc -- double doors and lunettes. The courtyard is
formal in appesrance: the paving leadin_ from the south facade 1s of
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a semi-circular configuration which tapers into a walkway, halfway along
this axis, the paving forms a circle marked by a concrete sun dlal. The

path then tapers down and leads to a wood pergola entwined with roses.

The path is bordered by rose bushes and areas of lawn.

D-21

Commissary bullding

Architect: Cffice of the Stste Architect (41fred michler)
1932

This L-shaped building of one story, with tiled gzable roof is attached
on the ncrth side to the Kitchen 2nd on the south side to the Eakery
Building. The wing projecting toward the east 1s separated frcm the
Birk Hall Lower sSchcol by 2 stairway. The wing which projects to the
south forms an edge for the courtyards on eilther side; the west facade
of this wing has regularly placed casement windows which lend s sense of
domesticity. The east facade of thie wing has narrow elongated windows
and a large painted arcned opening,above which is 2 circular window
tlanked by small sguare grill openings.

D-24

Cgldwell zlementary school ‘

irchitect: Cffice of the State Architect (Charles F.B. Roeth)
1931 )

This reinforced concrete rectangular building of two stories with tile
gabled roof and the adjecent D'Estrella Assembly Hall (D-25) frame the
formal entry court to the School for the Deaf. On this north elevation
there are double entrance doors with lantern-like light fixtures at each
end of the building. Sets of three wood-fremed rectangular windows

with grills spsced between each set, articulate the rest of the facade.
On the west, where the facade extends above the attached D'kstrella Hall,
a large circulsr window 1is pl=ced below the peak of the gable roof. The
gsouth facade forms an edge for the formal courtysrd which 1s enclosed

on the other sides by Norton and D'Estré lla issembly iall (D-26&D-25)
The court is terraced on the east eide 8T =2 pair of stairs leads to a
covered walkway ccnnecting Caldwell and Norton Hall.
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D- 25

D'Estrella Acsembly Hall

architects Office of the State Architect (Charles F.B. Roeth)
1931

This rectangular building of one and 2 half stories, with tile hip

roof and the adjacent Caldwell Elementary School form the south side of
the entrance drive to the 3chool for the Deaf. The main entrance 1s on
the north facade -- four steps lead tc 2 wide porch with large wood
panelled and glsss recessed doors. Above the oak entry doors is a
heavy lintel, snd intricately cazrved oak transoms of a scroll and leaf
pattern. Iron zZrills cast 1n o fox and grape motif, from the Aesop
fable, were designed to partlally cover tae ¢lass panels on the doors.
(Note: The cast iron insets have since been remcved). (n the northeast
side of the building an entrsnce vestibule with arched doorway,circular
windowand covered corridor with arched openings lead to the formal
courtyard. The foyer of the assembly hall has a ceramic tile wainscoting
and quarry tile floor. The interior of the auditorium has wood paneled
walls, simulated wood ceiling and wood relief panels by Sargent Johnson
which form the balustrade of the auditorium balcony.

D-26

Norton Hall for Elementary Girls

Architects Cffice of the State Architect (Alfred Bichler)
1920

This stuccoed reinforced ccncrete, rectangular-shaped, two story tuilding
with tile gable roof and the attached Runde Eall were designed and buillt
as a single project. The wide array of dispanic detzils includes the
mirador and quatrefoil window onthe north facade; the contilevered
balccnies of the upper floer on the south facade; the small entrance
pavillion where Norton Hall joins D'Estrella; z2nd the square tower
markin: tane juncture of Norton and Runde Halls.

D-27

Runde Hall for Elementary boys

Architect: Office of the State Architect (4lfred Eichler)
1930 .

This two-story rectangular building with tile gable roof and the
attached Norton Hall were designed and buillt as a unit. The east
elevation has cantilevered upper story balconies supported on large
concrete corbels and quatrefoil windows. The west elevation has a

hipped roof entry pavillion with arched openings.
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D-28
Elementary Gymnasium

Architect: Office of the State Architect (Anson Boyd, designed by
c.1940 R.D. Murray)

A one-story building with tile gable roof. The design reflects toth
Hispanic and lModern images. Although not sited in the 1929 or 1933
gite plans, a sketch of this building dated 1926 exlsts. )
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SUHCCL FCR THw SLIND -~ Contributing

E-1, Administration, Assembly snd Library Building, 1926/1930

l

- B-2, Vista Del kar Girls Residence, 1924

3 B-4, lonroe Hall, Classrooms and Children's Residence, 1940
4 B-6, Infirmary, 1940 :

s B-9, Gyrnasium, 1914 .

& B-11, Wilkinson lodge, Eoys Residence, 1928/1950

7 B-12, Wilkinson Lodge Annex, 1930

SCHCCL FOR THE BLIND -- Non-Contributing

' B-3, Superintendent's Residence, 1922/1950
< B-5, Keller Classroom and Childrens Residence, 1948
> B-7, Temporary Classroom Euilding, 1571
C(‘k4£¢B-8, Xltchen, Dinlng and Commissary. Euilding, 1356
yr4i-B-10, Concrete slab foundation. Building has been removed.

SCHOCOL FCR Tii DEAF -- Contributing

 D-1, Administration Building, 1949

17 D-2, 3tevenscn Secondary School, 1949

/o D=6, Grady Hall, the Junior High School for Eoys, 1S48
i D-16, Intermediate Girls Dormitroy, 1950

‘2 D-18, Main Dining Room, 1931/1950

'» D=19, Kitchen and Commissary Building, 1930
-+ D=20, Zlementary Dining Hall, 1930

> D-21, Commissary Bullding, 1932

« D-24, Csaldwell ilementary School, 1931

7 D-25, D'Estrella aAssenbly Haell, 1931

' D-26, Norton Hall for Elementary Girls, 1530
‘4 D-27, Runde Hall for Elementzry Eoys, 1930
20 D-28, Zlementary Gymnasium, 1940(?§

SCHCOL FCR ITHa DESF -- Non-Centributing

D-3, Gtevenson Secondary Addition, 1959..
5 D=5, Superintendent's Residence, 1954
¢ D=7, Crandall Hall, The High School for boys, 1348
7 D=8, Tilden Vocaticnal building, 1952
£ D-G, Vocational Auto Lody sShop, 1968
" D-10, Howson Gymnasium, 1955
s o D211, Swimming Fool, 1962

s.w D=12, The Athletic Field, 1955/1956/1960

© D-14, The Fractice Cottage, 1950

i D=15, Clzrk Hall, Tae iigh school for Girls, 1950

(continued)
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'Z D-17, Birk Hall, the Lower School and Kindergarten, 1950
'3

'3 D-22, Bakery Building, 1953
“! D-23, Heating Plant and Maintenance Building, 1951

SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF =~ Non-Contributing Sites

D-4 Building has been removed. Remains consist of a shallow
AN concrete-lined basement and concrete steps leading to what
was once the entrance.

ety D=13  Concrete slab foundation. Building has been removed.
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the assault of the lModern of the 1950's and 1960's to retain this important
episode in California's architectural history." (from The Architectural/
Hia%orical Significance of the California Schools for the Blind and Deaf,
Del )

The Californlia School for the Elind and the Deaf was established in
San Francisco in 1860. The institution was supported for several years
partly by private subscriptions and partly by small appropriations through
the state leglslature. In 1865 the board of trustees appointed a new
principal, Warring Wwilkinson, who Initlated the mcvement to make the
institution completely state-supported, and to secure a locatlion more
advantageous for its service and growth. Both goals were soon realized:
in 1866 the State legislature established the California Institution of
the Deaf, Dumb, and Elind; and provided for s commission to select a new
site which would be within seventy-five miles of San Francisco. In its
report to the legislature the commission stated that the location should
be "in a suburban locality within reach of the social and economic advantages
of a well-established community." The site, unanimously selected by the
comnission, 131 acres of farmland purchased from John Kearney for the
sum of $12,000, was situated in the foothills of Berkeley, four miles north
of Oakland and adjoining the tract belonging to the Gollege of California.
In addition to the proximity tc downtown Qakland and the future State
University, tine advantages of the site included a sunny, warm and relatively
fog-free climate, as well as panoramic views of San Francisco, the Bay
and the Golden Gate.

Barly in 1867 the Directors sought proposals from San Francisco
architects for the desigh of the new building. The winning firm, that
of John «wright and George Saunders, was one of the principal architectural
firms in the Bay Area. ©Stone that could be quarried nearby was used for
the first building erected on the Berkeley site. The cornerstone of this
building was laid in September of 1867, a2nd a poem written by EBret Harte
for this dedication ceremony wss read. The bullding, which was completed
in 1869, was used for six years before being destroyed by fire in 1875.

Following the destruction, warrlng Wwilkinson, the Board, and the
architsects redesigned the physical layout, with separate builldings to
house the educational, utilitarian, and living spaces. wright and Saunders'
new s8ite plan established a central spine of academic and utilitarian
buildings which would allow for "indefinlte expansion.” As with the 1867
building, the principal structure -- the Zducation Euilding -- faced vest
toward vwarring Street. It was connected to the street by the Main Driveway
which led up to a circle centered on the front of the bullding. A short
north/south drive ran parallel to the front of the building and connected
with a pair of curved driveways which led to the residentlal homes and from
there to the rest of the site. Influences from this site planning are to
be found in the present-day design. As a suburban institutional site plan
the scheme followed a 19th century tradition of combining some elements of

classical symmetry and belance within an overall informal English garden
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design. Since it was not a rigld rectangular axial scheme, 1t lent itself
to later modifications. From the 1860's on, the planning and development
of the general landscape of the site was carried out in a somewhat informal
manner. Wright and Saunders laid out the major drives and walkways, as
well as the stone wall and fencing. The masonry wall along Dwight and
Derby, which used stones from the early bullding, was started in 1896

and finished in 1901.

In 1905 the Institution became part of California's public school system.
Ten years later, the California Institution for the Educatlon of the Deaf
and Dumb and Blind was officially renamed the California School for the
Deaf and Blind. In the same year, 1915, recognition of the differences
in teaching methods and programs led the state legislature to provide
the framework which would eventually separate the School fcor the Deaf and
the School for the Blind. During the interim (between 1905 and 1915),
two new buildings were constructed: a Manual Arts Bullding and a gymnasium.
In contrast to all of the previous builldings, these two were designed by
the Office of the State Architect. The general sense of the designs was
.8implified Classical with references to northern Italian architecture;
they were built of reinforced concrete, a major structural advance over
the older buildings.

From 1915 to 1921, consideration was given to the possibility of
removingz both schools to another location. However, in 1922 the decision
was made to remain at the Berkeley site. A northeast/southwest diagonal
line allocated the northern two thirds of the site to the 3School for the
Deaf and the southern one third to the School for the Blind. The Schools
were officially separated in 1222, but continued to share faclilities until
1929, when a portion of the buildings for the School for the Blind were
coupleted and new construction began for the School for the Deaf.

The 1923 site plan developed by the State Architect's Office, under
the supervision of Alfred Eichler, located the principal bulldings of the
School for the Elind in a line along Derby Street. With the exception
of the Administration Building, the buildings are hidden behind the stone
wall surrounding the site, which along with the planting, emphasizes the
secluded aspect of this public edge of the site. In contrast, the
Administration Building, with its axlal orientation to Eelrose Avenue
and dominant tower, effectively establishes the entrance. In acddition to
the 1926 Administrstion Building, the School for the Blind consisted of
the 1924 Vista Del lar Girls Residence; the 1922 Suparintendent's
Residence; the 1928 Wilkinson Lodge, Boys Residence, and the 1930 Wilkinson
Lodge Annex. The Depression of the 1930's stopped 21l building until
1940. In that year, Monroe Hell Classroom and Children's Residence and
the Infirmary were added. In 1948 the Keller Classroom and Childrens
Residence was built; in 1966 a new kitchen, dining, and commissary buillding
was constructed; in 1971 a temporary classroom building was placed north of
the main playing field; and durlng the mid-1950s the 1914 gymnasium which
had been chared with the School for the Deaf was tronsferred to the School
for the Elind.



FHR-8-300A
(11/78)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF l-IISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

Deaf and Elind 3chool, Eerkeley, Ca.
CONTINUATION SHEET, o v oy “ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE =

Following the decision to separaste facilities, the Cffice of the
State Architect made a study of the 19th century buildings on the School
for the Deaf site, and concluded in its report that "Practically all
of these buildings are out of date at this writing, and remodeling 1s
not practical." 4 committee appointed by the State Senate concurred with
the recommendation of the Office of the 3tate Architect that the exlisting -
physical plant be replaced by new buildings to be constructed over a
ten year period. The 1929 report of this committee also presented a site
plan indicating the general layout of the porposed new buildings, patios,
play areas, gardens, and athletic field. Funding was provided in 1929
for the first phase of the plan: the Kitchen and Commlssary Bullding, the
Elementary Dining Hall, Norton Hall for Elcmentary Girls, and Runde Hall
for Elementary Boys were all constructed in 1930. A second appropriation
of state funds the following year provided for the construction of the
Mein Dining Hall, CGaldwell Elementary School, and D'Estrella Assembly Hall.

By the time all of these buildings werc completed 1n 1932, the full
impact of the 1930s Depression and later the Second World war, caused the
realization of the ten year building program to be delayed until after
a945. However a full set of drawings for the site and fcr all of the
proposed builldings, prepared by the Cakland architect Charles F.B« Roeth
in 1932, indicate that the later construction adhered to the pre-Depression
planning.

In both the 1929 and 1932 site plans the architect abendoned the 19th
century ideas of separate structures scattered about in a suburben/seml-
rural environment for a much tishter organization of 211 the buildings.

A compact plan allowed for sheltering and greater ease in supervising
circulation activities. The lonz entry court to the 3chocl for the Deaf,
opening out to the west on VWarring Street, was dominoted by an administration
building with clock tower, sited in a similar fashion to the 19th century
sducsztional Building. The court wzs flanked by an upper school building

on the north, a lower sthool and auditorium on the south. The remesinder

of the bulldings were organized around three particularly or fullyenclosed
patios, two play areas for the primary students, and a garden to the north.
Facing onto the southwest corner of Dwight Way and Warring Street were
residences for the principal snd other staff members.

The addition of the 1949 Stevenson Secondary School, the 1959 Stevenson
Secondary School Addition, the 1952 Tilden Vocational Building, and the
1955 Howson Gymnasium, brought about modificaticns to the 1929 and 1932
site plan; for the obligue angling of the newer buildings located along the
northern portion of the site bore little relation to the rectilinear
geometry of the other bulldings. However the mgjority of the building in
the post-World war II era adhered to the rectilinear layout: the 1948
Grady Hall, the Junior High School for Eoys;: Crandall Hzll, the High
School for Boys; Clark Hall, the High 3chcol for Girls; the Intermediate
Girls Dormitory of 1950; the 1950 Birk Zall, the Lower School and Kinder-
garten, all adjoined cr ware connected by logglas to the earlier buildings.
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The Tilden Vocational Building was the first departure from the
unity of the Hispanic imagery. Four later bulldings, housing an auto
body shop, bakery, commisary, and heating plant are of no distlinction
and are hidden by vegetation so they do not dominate the site.

CONTRIBUTICON CF INDIVIDUALS

Alfred Eichler (1895-1977) was educsted at St. Ignatius College, San
Francisco. He worked in a number of offices including those of Alfred
Granger, John J. Donovan and kyron Hunt. In the early 1920s, he
established his own practice. He officially joined the Office of the
State Architect in Sacramento in 1925, and continued to be involved
with this office until his retirement in 1963. Among the buildings he
is credited with designing are the Downtown Campus, State College, San
Francisco (1936); the State of California Public VWorks Building, Sacra-
mento (193%6); the State of California Capitol Mall Buildings, Sacramento
(1955). Eichler was also responsible for tne restoration of the 0Old
State Capitol Building at Vallejo.

Douglas Tilden (1860-1935) w=s the first California sculptor to achieve
national and even international fame. e was a student at the California
School for the Deaf from 1866 until his graduatiocn in 1879. He entered
UC Berkeley but left to teach at the School for the Deaf. The trustecs
provided him with the money to further his studies in.Parls, where he was
awarded honorable menticn by the Salon for one of his peices. This was
the highest honor any American Lsd achleved up to that time. He started
the sculpture department a2t the lark Hopkins Institute of Art, forerunner
of the San Francisco Art Institute. Three of his sculptures decorate
Market Street, two are loc:zted in Golden Gate Park, one is at the U.C.
Campus, one is at the canpus of the School for the Deaf in Fremont,

one at lLakeside Fark in Oakland, snd one at the Cakland kFuseum. Durilng
Tilden's days of rencwn his greatest patron was 5.F. layor and Senator
James D. Fhelan.
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Gebhard, David, The Architectural/Historical Aspects of the California
Schools for the Blind and Deaf, Berkeley (1867-1979), 1979,

Ferrier, William, Berkeley, California: The Story of the Evolution of a

Sargeant Johnson: Retrospective, Catalogue published in conjunction with
an exhibition at the Oakland Museum, February 23-March 21, 1971.

The American Architects Directory, 1962,

The Sacramento Bee, Vol. 240, Nov. 29, 1977, P, C-15,
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KEY TO PHOTOS

1. View looking east, c. 1909, from postcard.

2. View looking east, 1979.

3. Stone wall, north of main entrance to Deaf School, 1979.

4, Building D-1, looking northeast,:May 1980.

5. Bear Hunt Courtyard, School for the Deaf, looking NW, March 1978.

6. Bear Hunt Statue, School for the Deaf, looking north, May 1980.

7. Loggia surrounding Bear Hunt Courtyard, School for the Deaf, looking
west, March 1981,

8. East entrance of Building D=2, looking west, 1981.

9. Loggia surrounding south court of Building D-1, looking east, March 1981,

10. Building D-26, looking southeast, March 198l.

11. Building D-25, entry vestibule, looking west, March 1981.

12. Front Doors, D'Estrella Auditorium, looking north, May 1980.

13. Door detail, D'Estrella Auditorium, looking south, May 1980.

14, Building D-27, east elevation, looking north, March 1981.

15. Building D-20, south facade, looking north, March 1981.

16. Building D-15, mirador detail from north facade, looking south, March 1981,

17. Building D-24, (south elevation) and Building D-19, looking east, March 1981.

18. Building B-1, looking north, c. 1930.

19. Building B-1, looking north, March 1981.

20. Building B-1, west facade, looking east, c. 1930.

21. Building B-1, north facade, looking south, 1981.

22. Building B-1, main entry, south facade, looking north, /March 1981,

23, Building B-1, interior of auditorium, looking south, 1980.

24, Building B-2, south facade, looking north, c. 1930.

25. Building B-2, west facade, looking east through terraced garden, c. 1930.
26. Building B-4, entry on south facade, March 1981,

27. Building. B-6, detail of south facade, March 1981.

28. Building B-6, window detail, looking northeast, March 1981.

29. Building B-9, looking east, March 1981,

30. Building B-9, entry, looking northeast, 1979.

31. Building B-11, west facade, looking southeast, March 1981.

32. Building B-11, entry porch on south facade, looking NE, March 1981,
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