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DESCRIPTION
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
. Type of Structure: Federal Building, former US Post Office

Buil ding Placenment: Detached - thebuilding occupies approximately 32%of the 38,188 sf

site, with south frontage on Kearney Square, west side on t heEastern Canal and t he east
side bordering theConcord River. |Itsrear faces a conplex of industrial mill buildings.
The Federal Building i slocated on theperiphery of thelLowell Locks and Canals Historic
District.

General Characteristics:
a. Shape - The building i srectangular, measuring 140" x 88'. The 90' long mezzanine
level extends out 12" i ntherear of thebuilding over themailing platform

b. Stories - There arethree stories plus basenent and nezzanine, The roof i shipped
and once contained a skylight (removed 1970's).

c. Materials - The building has a structural system of steel beans and col ums and
concrete slabs, a facade of gray dressed granite on thefront and two sides, and
yellow brick i ncommon bond i ntherear. The entablature and ballustrade are of
gray terra cotta.

Special Features: The architectural style of thebuilding i s Neo-Classical with nany
high quality details. These include a full entablature, ballustrade and Doric central
portico. The first floor windows on thefront and sides areround-arched and topped
with keystones. Wndows on therear first and al | of the second floor are rectangular,
while those of thenezzanine level and third floor are square. Al |l windows are of the
metal sash type. The front portico contains three pedimented doorways, and quoins are
used on t he four corners of thebuilding. A tall copper lanp stands on each side of
the front portico at thebase of thesteps. Each consists of an ornate |owbase, tall
fluted stem and an octagonal |antern at the top.

The interior lobby retains nuch of itshistorical integrity, with marble walls, terrazzo
floors, and at each end of theroom two Doric colums formng an arch. Light fixtures
are original as well, and theoverall effect islight and airy. The existence of three
penstocks i nt he basement prevents utilization of theentire basement space.

Qut buildings: A small structure (approximately 12" x 25') constructed i n 1975 contains
the East Merrimack Street Siphon, for which theCity of Lowell was granted an easement
(23" X 36'"). It islocated onthesoutheastern corner of thelot, between the building
and t he Concord River.

Ot her Manmade El ements: A paved parking | ot exists i ntherear of thebuilding and a
gray dressed granite wall runs along thebank of theConcord River, northeast of the
building.



LI SIGNIFICANCE

PR D AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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X1900 —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECii*vi
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT . .
1930 George Augustine Daidy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The US Post Office in Lowell was designed by one of its fewnative architects at the
time, Ceorge Augustine Daidy, and i sinmportant i nits Neo-Classical Style. The Supervising
Architect of theTreasury was James A Wetnore, and AW Mellon was Secretary of the
Treasury. Construction occurred under theWrks Progress Administration, a depressionera
public buildings program at a time when theTreasury Department enployed private architects
The Federal Building represents thegovernnment's policy toward public buildings i nthatera,
nanely that they be of lasting benefit and enduring character.

The original fabric of thebuilding i sintact and i ngood condition, retaining its historical
integrity. The building i sa focal point i ntheKearney Square area and has been associated
with events which have contributed tolocal and state history. [Its architecture enbodies
the characteristics of fine workmanship, design and style.

Prior toconstruction of thepresent Federal Building, thesite had undergone several
building changes. An 1821 map of Lowel|l notes a "Homestead" standing on a portion of the
lot and subsequent maps of 1831 and 1832 record a building of similar plan labeled "Mansion
House", which seens t ohave straddled theEastern Canal, extending onto thewestern part of
the | ot.

Between 1839 and 1841, this property was built up with twobrick rows of "tenement" houses
constructed for theMassachusetts Cotton Mills by theProprietors of Locks and Canal s.
There were two streets laid out on theproperty at this time; Hancock Street extended along
the east bank of theEastern Canal, while Mill Sqguare ranat right angles t oHancock Street
along the southern boundary of theMassachusetts Mill Yard. | n 1910-11, these two brick
rows were demolished toallow construction of Section 12 of t heMassachusetts Cotton Mills.
It was a five story brick building which had frontage on t he Concord River from Section 8
of theMassachusetts Mills t oEast Merrimack Street. Section 12 extended al ong East
Merrinmack Street over theEastern Canal toCanal Street. | n 1929-30, Section 12 was
denol i shed.

In 1929, thesite was purchased for a Post Office for $120,000. George Augustine Daidy, a
Lowel | native and an architect for thePublic Buildings Adm nistration, designed thebuild-
ing. Construction began i n1930with thelowell firm of Johnson and Melloy as contractor.
The building i sconstructed over three penstocks, extending fromthe Concord River to the
Pawt ucket Canal, through which water flows t oa power plant. Occasional water problenmsi n
the building's basement are experienced.

The building's current use as a Federal Building i s mainly as a Veterans Administration
Clinic, with other Federal agencies located there as well. The interior has largely been
altered for these purposes with theexception of thelobby, which retains nuch of its
original integrity. The Government has determ ned that disposal of this property will
occur i nthefuture. Inclusion i ntheNational Register will insure that this valuable
asset totheCity of Lowell will remain intact.



BIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Dai dy, George Augustine "AHistorical Record of t heDesign andConstruction of the

Lowel |, Massachusetts Post Office", nmss. i nSpecial Collections, U of Lowell Library
Lowel | Sun, June 6, 1965

JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .877 acCre
UTM REFERENCES

Al 1,91 hi 1.019i0i5! 4.712f31 79 51 BB .111.1..11.1.1.,1
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

ch,212.1,,11.1.11212 1 o .1121.12..J 111.1l111

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
S attached mgp

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
N/A
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

NnFORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE

Elaine Lazarus, Coramuaity Planner

ORGANIZATION DATE

General Services Administration, RED, OPFR August 5, 1985
STREETS NUMBER TELEPHONE

JW. McCormack Post Office & Courthouse Building 617-223-2707
CITY ORTOWN STATE

Boston M assachusetts

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YES/L NO tJp"NE, " - A

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGN~qRE
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer hasbeen allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to

evaluate its significance. The evaluated level ofsiMificance is /National State > Inral
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE WArLAj .Q>0'STA”Ng.*-U- .

TITLE DATE |

FOR NPS USEQONLY -~
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY ISINCLUDED INTHE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

té'l DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
EST: DATE

KEEFER OF THE NATI ONAL REG STER

GPO 899-214



STREET iVIAP SHOWING LOCATION OF SUBJECT

Federal Building
Lowell. MA 12






WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

US Post Office
M ddl esex County

MASSACH BETTS SulDB”~ntive Review
Working No. JAN/2 8 1966
Fed. Reg. Date: rJNKMNAM i/
Date Due: S A~ f/fr —A[]<]]yjn
Action: NNCEPT -1<5 "]

CZ resubmission .RETURN

* nomination by person or local government REJECT

cn owner objection Federal Agency:

cn appeal

Substantive Review: sample * request cn appeal cn NR decision

Reviewer's comments: n n

oL AMrJL y A~ rdtuory{AMA Recom./Cnt*a”(""gga;C g
Date 3-A-.g<”"

see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below

substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ° ves * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
cn good I Iruins altered moved date.
o fair I lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

cn summary paragraph
cn completeness

cn clarity

cn alterationsAntegrity
cn dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph
cn comptet*nps®j r. .,).,
o claritrnr* ~Atn e
cn applicable criteria
cn justification of areas checked
cn relating significance to the resource
cn context
cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception
» other

--A .

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

y~ 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:~/ p

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title date
13. Other
cn Maps

cn Photographs
cn Other

- fr.".
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attacfted sheet






















































