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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The old observatory, located on the western portion of the campus of 
the University of Alabama, is a -small- white Greek Revival building. The 
eastern wing of the one-story T-shaped structure has a gabled roof ending 
in pediments on the north and south sides. The front of this wing comprises 
the main facade which has four square pilasters. Two eight foot windows 
and a central double door cross the front. These windows and door have 
similar architraves. There are pilasters at each of the corners of this 
wing. The interior has been divided into two rooms.

The west wing is made up of three adjoining compartments, two of which 
flank the central compartment. This central square segment measures 23'8" 
and is three feet wider on either side than the two flanking segments. 
This central compartment is surmounted by a revolving dome of 18' internal 
diameter. The north side has one double door and two windows, and the south 
side has two windows. This compartment once contained elaborate equipment 
including an equitorial telescope, all of which was wrecked during the Civil 
War. The other two compartments have flat roofs and two windows on the 
south side and three on the north.

Two windows on the compartment to the west of the dome are later addi­ 
tions. Located on the north and south side of this compartment, they con­ 
sist of a vertical row of six lights, and cut through the cornice.

The building is in excellent structural condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE "*~~': ~ ~— " "

The observatory on the campus of the University of Alabama at Tusca- 
loosa was one of only four buildings which survived the Federal raid by 
General John T. Croxton's troops in 1865. It was built in 1844 under 
the supervision of Frederick A. P. Barnard, professor of chemistry and 
mathematics (1837-54) and later president of Columbia University. The 
apparatus for the observatory was wrecked during the raid; however, some 
valuable papers relating to the history of the university and a few 
library books had been hidden under a pile of rubbish and were later re­ 
covered.

The building is now used as offices of the Consulting Engineer of the 
University.
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