DNA SHEET

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLA
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SEP
NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORICPLACES R=="&
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED i

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALLENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

QNAME

HISTORIC Joshua Ward House

AND/OR COMMON

Same
QLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER 148 Washington Street
_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN Salem CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
VICINITY OF 6th
A Massachusetts TsTex
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
_D ISTRICT —PUBLIC X.0CCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
_}"UILDING(S) JARIVATE _UNOCCUPIED XcOMMERCIAL _PARK
—STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT ~ —RELIGIOUS
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS }JLYES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC
_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION
_NoO —MILITARY -OTHER

[OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME

Joseph and Robert Y. G heley
STREET & NUMBER

c/o Giblee's, Liberty Tree Mall

e e Danvers VICINITY OF S|\T/ABT§SElChUSGI ts, 01923
[LOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION
QORHOUSE,

RESIRY F DEEDsElc Essex County Registry of Deeds
STREETS. NUMBER

32 Federal Street

CITY, TOWN STATE

Salem M assachusetts, 01970
a REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE Historic American Buildings Survey
Inventory of theHistoric Assets of t he Commonweal th

DATE 1937
1%7 X-FEDERAL .MTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DERCHTCRY KR National Park Service

S REY REOICRCS Massachus611ls Historical Commission

CITY, TOWN Was hi ngton, DC STATE

Bost on M assachusetts, 02108



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED Ji)RIGINAL SITE
-GOOD —RUINS JLALTERED —MOVED DATE-
XFAIR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BE THE FRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOWY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Joshua Ward House stands at 148 Washington Street, directly opposite Front Street,
at the entrance t oSalems downtown area. The building is one of Salems earliest and

nmost distinguished brick mansions. |tsoriginal lot, which hada

commandi ng view of the harbor, was slightly over 1/2 acre. The | ot has since
been reduced toitspresent size of 7,818 sq. feet. Because of land fill and new street
patterns, i tnowfaces Front Street and downtown Salem At present the location of the

house i sstrategic;it is situated at the gateway of Salems award-w nning urban renewal
area, and provides an essential stability t othe downtown area.

Joshua Ward, a promnent Salemresident, purchased the property on August 11, 1781, re-
noved an existing house, andbuilt the present mansion between 1784 and 1787.

According t oJames Duncan Phillips, the Salemhistorian, "The Joshua Ward house stood
wel | back fromthe street andwas terracedup in front. | thad a beautiful view |ooking
directly down the harbor." A .
The house is a square, three story. Federal style building with brick masonry laidi n
Flem sh bond. Molded brick is used extensivelyinthe cornice, the water table, and i n
the twobroken string courses which define thesecond andthird floor levels. The unusual
broken hip roof originally carried a balustrade at the break i nlevels. Two tall inside
end chimeys rise at both the north and south elevations.

The 5 bay wi de facade faces east toward Washington St. Fenestrationisvaried from story
to story, typical of Federal design. The first story windows are8/8; t hesecond story
wi ndows arenarrower and 6/6; thethird story windows arethe smallest, and6/6.

All areframed by wide, nolded architraves, painted white. The first and second story
wi ndows ar e headed by segnental arches. The northSsouth elevations areasymmetrical, four
bays deep,with fenestration identical t othat on the facade.

The west (rear) elevation repeats thedesign of t heother elevations. There is a small
one story, "Colonial" flat roof addition added after 1932. | t has an of f center entrance
portico. This small pedinmented Ebric portico has four colums. The flat roof of the
extension has an iron balustrade. Centered Hench doors fromthe second floor ItJdout
onto this "porch".

Sanuel Mclntire is believedt ohave designed the interior finish. The stairway is Salems
ol dest surviving McIntire box stairway and i s an exanple of a type found in several of
Mclntire's early houses. The stairway i s conposed of sturdy balustersinthe formof Roman
Doric colums, conical i n proportionanddetail. Themultiplied casings of the rail,
and the broken pedi ment above the door on the |anding reveal the survival of Baroquei n-
fluence fromthe m d 18th century. There aretwelve fireplaces inthe building, several of
which reflect the McIntire style. Mich of theinterior finish remains intact, sone has
been covered in place, and sone has been put i n storage by the present owner. Duringthe
md - 19th Century, Dr. Joseph Enerson Fisk owned the building, andi n1855bhuilt alarge
brick structure t othe southeast of the house, extending tothe street line. | twas first
used as a storehouse,and was |ater annexed t othe house.

B u-'
Another long four story structure, since demolished, was built adjacent t othe southern
wal | of the addition, andthe entire grouping, including the WArd House, was used as a
boardi ng house and later as a hotel from 1891t 01937. The southern portion of the Wash-
ington Street storefront was built i n 1855.
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In 1921t heremai nder of t heexisting storefront was added, thefirst tenants being a hat
retailer and clothing shop. The first floor has undergone numerous alterations.

The building was vacated i n 1937 and was slated for demoliton thefollowing year.

The four chimeys were bl own down on two occasions, first on Novenber 11, 1788, and
again i nthehurricane of 1938, at which time t hehouse was danmaged. Historic American
Bui | dings Survey draw ngs had been conpleted i n1937 and t hehouse was repaired toits

original appearance.

Currently, thestorefront i svacant and a portion at theWard House i srented. The
entire property i sfor sale.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joshua Ward House i ssignificant astheonly remaining harborfront mansion built
during theheight of Salem s inportance as a seaport. Theinterior of t hemansi on was
designed by t herenowned Salemarchitect, Sanuel MclIntire, andincludes the earliest
surviving exanple of a McIntire boxstairway. Thehouse originally had a prom nent
view of t he Sal em Harbor and South River. These waterways have since been filled in,
and t hearea has developed into Salem s central business district; the Ward House now
dom nates t hesouthern entrance t ot hedowntownarea. Unfortunately, theadditionsand
billboards i nthefront of thebuilding camouflage it, but possible removal of the store
front and restoration of theterraced |awn would add value t ot he houses' definitionof
the entrance tothe area.

The site was once owned by George Corwin, theinfanous Sheriff of Essex associ-
ated with Salem switchcraft trials i n1692. Joshua Vard, a prosperous merchant, ship-
owner, anda r e nowned patriot purchased t heproperty, andbuilt thehouse between 1784-

and 1787. It was a dwelling through themd-19th Century. Dr. Joseph E Fisk, a dentist,
added t he storehouse i n 1855, which was subsequently connected t ot helarger buildingand
used as a boarding house anda hotel from 1891-1937. It was known as t heFi sk House,

Washi ngt on House, andNew Washi ngton House. The storefront addition of 1921 conpl eted
the conversion t oa conmercial property.

The Ward House i shistorically significant because George Washi ngton stayed there in room
#34 ont hesecond floor (northeast chanber) during his visit t o Salemon Cctober 29, 1789
After describing thefestivities of that day, Bently wrote: The General then retiredt o
the House of M. Joshua Ward, which i ssituated below t hed d Church at t heEntry of the
Town from Marbl ehead. It i sa large Brick House onthe west side of thestreet. This
assignation was nade at t heGeneral's particular request.”

Salemhistorian, Janes Duncan Phillips, wote: "And thecheers of theassenbled multitude
he then retired t oM. Joshua Ward's house, a large brick house which stood ona terrace
on thewesterly side of Washington Street, where he had desired t ostay i npreferencet o
Captain Boardman's newy built house ontheeast side of t he Gormon whi ch had been sug-
gested. At M. Ward's house a reception was held when t he President "received t hecompli-
ments of many different classes of people, as he says in his Diary. Ward was a richand

prom nent merchant, but his connection with Washington i snot recorded.
L

In a newspaper clipping aretherecollections of a Ms. Put nam whose grandnot her was
a small child i nthe Ward House, andrenenberedbeing tossed in thearns of a tall
general .

" Long afterwards people would cone t ot hehouse andtouch i nawe t hedoor |atchand
bed he had touched", shetold her grandchildren.
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Sal em Massachusetts
Sketch Map
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Septenber 16, 1977

M, Charles Herrington, Chief
Regi stration Branch

National Register

P

National Park Service
Véshi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed please find nomnation forns for thefollowng properties:

1. Salem Joshua Vérd House

2. Brockton, dd Post Office Building

3. ford, Hudson House

These properties have been reAiewed and voted by the State Review

Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth
Anadon.

Sincerely,
fit
Patricia L. Vsl owski

Survey Director . o
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

A Wed
enc
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