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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stratton-~Cornelius house is a three-story Queen Amne Style, gable -roofed
stucture with a full brick basement, The basic shape is cruciform in plan with over-
all dimensions of 62'-4" by 40'-3", A one-story hip-roofed kitchen wing appears at
the rear. A one-story porch runs the width of the facade; an elliptical balcony appears
on the second floor., Three brick chimneys vent the five fireplaces. Projecting win-
dow bays, a recessed bay window, an eyebrow window and a dormer window appear on the ex-
terior.

The original cedar siding is intact and takes the form of shingles, clapboard and
Tudor cross hatch, The original cedar roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles.

The two connecting parlors are separated by Doric columns; the back parlor has
an Adamesque fireplace, The Victorian style dining room retains its wainscoting, china
rail, breakfront and mantle,

All of the fireplaces retain the original brick or glazed tile surround and hearth.
Four of the original cast-iron ember guards remain. Much of the original hardware, chan-
deliers, wall sconces, cupboards, stained and leaded glass windows, and plumbing fix-
tures are extant.

An unusual feature of this house appears in the third floor southwest bedroom.
There is a floor level cantilevered bed alcove with a full length roll top to the ex-
terior., The original occupant, Mr, Howard Stratton, has a tubercular child. This ap-
pears to indicate that the house was designed especially for Mr, Stratton's family.

With the exception of the kitchen and pantry cupboards,the house is in pristine
condition. There have been no exterior alterations, with the exception of the roofing.
Current plans call for adapting the house as a duplex and include replacing the rotted
superstructure on the front and service porches,

In its prime, the neighborhood was composed of homes built by the leading commercial
and professional families. Many of the original neighboring structures survive, and
their adaption as professional offices in recent years is typical, Since 1950 some of
the neighboring houses have been replaced by high-rise apartments. The original houses
on each side of this buidling remain.

P ]

1 Interview with Mr. Eugene Miller, August 22, 1977, Mr. Miller purchased the
house from the Cornelius family.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stratton-Cornelius House is an outstanding and pristine example of the fully-de-
veloped Queen Anne Style in Portland. Its hyphenated name is proposed to prevent possible
confusion in the future. The originial owners were the Stratton s, a fact which has not
been generally known heretofore. Subsequent owners (from 1905 to 1963) were members of
the Cornelius family, which was a large one, and other Cornelius homes in Portland may ul-
timately deserve historic designation.

The whole of Lot 8, Block 5, in Johnson's Addition of the Plat of Portland, was pur-
chased in 1889 by a party who sold the two half lots in 1890. The subject property was
sold to Cora A. Stratton in April of that year, but neither she, nor any previous owner,
was listed as living at the address. In 1892 the City Directory listed Howard C. (or S.)
Stratton as a resident at this property, and it is therefore assumed that the house was
built between 1890 and 1892.

Howard C. (ﬁr S.) Stratton was the head cashier of the Portland Savings Bank from
1886 until 1896. After a brief tenure as auditor for the Fruit Growers Union, he be-
came a '"mining operator' until 1905. A man of social prominence, he was a member of the
Commercial Club and was listed in the Portland Blue Book from 1890 until 1904.

Dr. Charles W. Sornelius was a grandson of Benjamin Cornelius, who came to Oregon in
1845 by wagon train.# The large Cornelius family settled their donation land claims on
what became known as Cornelius Plains, now called Tualatin Plains, in nearby Washington Coun
ty. The town of Cornelius in that area is named for the doctor's uncle, Colonel T.R. Cor-
nelius who served in the Cayuse War of 1847-1848 and the Yakima War of 1855-1856.3

Dr. Cornelius, born in 1856, was educated at Pacific University and studied medicine
in Hillsboro, at Willamette University, and was graduated from Oregon State University in
ﬁed1c1ne in 1889. Brief forays into pharmacy, threatre management and mining interrupted

is studies.

Cornelius formed a partnership with Dr. H.R. Littlefield soon after graduating and was
elected Multnomah County coroper in 1894. Gold fever drew him to Skagway, Alaska, in 1898.
The epedemic of spinal meningitis there taxed his own health from overwork. Upon his re-
turn to Portland, he gave up medicine and turmed to real estate investments. In 1906 he
began construction of the Cornelius Hotel in Portland, which still stands.

(continued)
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The house which Dr. Cornelius purchased in 1905 was willed to his sistersup-
on his death in 1924.% They, in turn, willed it to his niece, who bequeathed it to
Dr. Cornelius' adopted son, Harry. Harry and Mary Cornelius sold the house in 1963.

L The biographical information about Mr. Stratton was obtained from : The Portland
Blue Book and Pacific Elite Directory, the Bancroft Co., San Francisco, 1890, 1891,
1892, etc. through 1904. Also: R.L., Polk's Portland Directory, 1890 through 1904.

2 Gaston, Joseph, Portland Oregon: Its History and Builders, Vol. II, S.J. Clarke

Publishing Co., Portland, 1911.

3 McArthur, Lewis, Oregon Geographic Names, Oregon Historical Society, Portland 1974.

4 Multnomah County Deed Records.



