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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT >ANtl ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The large, two^story house built in Jacksonville for l^cjj_butcher 
John Orth was executed of local brick in the Italianate style by George 
Holt, the town'TTeadling mason. Completed in 1880, it wasjDne of the last 
sjjbstajattal residences erected during the final decade of Jacksonville's 
active growth.

A rectangular block with hipped roof and bracketed,cornice, the Orth 
House measures "20 by 60 feet. Stove flues are contained within the brick 
walls. The house had no fireplaces. -^Wn% lintels and sills frame the 
double-hung sash windows. A single^story~yeranda'"with balustraded deck 
which once extended around the east and north sides of the house has not 
been standing for some years. / / -c(

The main entry is located on the north end and gives access to a long 
sije hall. Ground floor rooms are a front parlor, dining room, recessed 
Toggia on the east side, and a kitchen. Four bedrooms occupy the second 
story.

Also erected during the later period were the Orth Building (1872), 
the Masonic Building (1875), and the United States Hotel, which was visited 
by United States President Rutherford B. Hayes and his party shortly after 
its completion in 1880. Among other important brick buildings in the town, 
the Kubli Building and Redmen's Lodge (1884) are documented works of George 
Holt. Holt also did the masonry for the Presbyterian Church (1881) and the 
brick Courthouse of 1883-1884.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Following the California Gold Rush of 1849 ? prospectors working 
north through the Siskiyous d|scoyered_9Qld at several locatians-in 
Southern Oregon, Supplies for the mines were shipped from San Francisco 
up the Umpqua River to Scottsburg, at which point the goods were packed 
by mule team to the gold camps. Other shipments came to Crescent City 
on the northern California Coast and were packed north over a supply trail.

In 1852j)lacer mines were started at Rich Gulch on Jackson Creek in 
the Rogue~River Valley by two California prospectors named CTuggage and 
Poole. Atjthjs spot Jacksonv1J].e grew and evolved as the commercial and 
cultural center of the region, the town became the county seat of newly- 
formed Jackson County in 1853 and served as such untjJLJ927. In 1884 the 
Oregon and California Railroad bypassed Jacksonville, building instead 
through Medford to the east. Thereafter, the town's vitality declined. 
Having escaped development on any large scale over the intervening years, 
the town today retains its late 19th century character and contains more 
than sixty buildings of early date which are in generally unaltered con­ 
dition. Among these is the large two-story brick home of John Orth.

John Orth was born in Bavaria in 1834. Emigrating at the age of 18, 
he settled in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he learned the butcher's trade. In 
1856 he set out for Oregon via the Isthmus of Panama, and by 1857 or 1859 
he was located in Jacksonville. He married Ellen Hill, daughter of an 
Irish immigrant who worked as a carpenter in Jacksonville for a time. Orth 
and his wife raised a family of seven children. He served as city council­ 
man for several years and completed a term as county treasurer. When he 
died in 1896, the family butchering business was carried on by Orth's son, 
John Stephen Orth, who also interested himself in public affairs. The 
younger Orth was elected county clerk in 1902 and served on the Jacksonvill 
board of trade.

In 1966, Jacksonville Historic District, an area unofficially described 
as the four blocks bounded by Oregon, Main, 4th and "C" streets, was desig­ 
nated a Registered National Historic Landmark. The Orth House is situated 
on the immediate perimeter of the four-block area, at the northwest corner 
of Main the 3rd streets. The landmark designation was made prior to passag 
of the National Historic Preservation Act and the requirement of a precise 
boundary description, A boundary recommendation is one of the expected 
results of an area study currently underway under joint sponsorship of the 
Historic American Buildings Survey and the Southern Oregon Historical 
Society.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Oregon

Jackson
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ENTRY NUMBER

m 11
(Number all entries)
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2. Location ^^ 

Street address of property: 115 Main Street, Jacksonville.

7. Description

Erratum, paragraph 2: Should read wood lintels and sills.
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Oregon

Jackson
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ENTRY NUMBER

APR 1 1 1972
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ORTH (JOHN) HOUSE

2. Location

The property is located in NW 1/4 sec. 32, T. 37 S., R. 2 W., 
of the Willamette Meridian in Jackson County, Oregon.

Lot 4, Block 27 in Jacksonville.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

a. Statewide Inventory of Historic Sites and Buildings 

1970

Parks and Recreation Section
Oregon State Highway Division
Salem, Oregon 97310 Code: 41

b. National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 

ca. 1960

National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240

9. Major Bibliographical References

Prospector, Cowhand, and Sodbuster, Historic Places Associated wit the
Mining, Ranching, and Farming Frontiers in the Trans-Mississi 
West , Vol. XI, The National Survey of Historic Sites and Bui

£1 d-
ings, National Park Service, U. S. DepartmentTof tne Interior
(Washingtonro.^T.: U. S. Government Printing Office, 1967J, 
232-233. Jacksonville is listed among "Other Sites Considere


