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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The I'lillbrae Southern Pacific Depot building is a 2-story, wood 
frame structure w :.th hipped roof of wood .shingle materials. The 
upper floor was designed for living quarters. The der>ot is ty,oioal 
of those built in the early 1900 ! s with the Colonial Revival look. 
The east side of the building is a covered oortico for the benefit 
of passengers. Approximate size is 65 feet by 50 feet.

The site is bounded on the north by Millbrae Avenue, on the 
west by California Drive, on the south by commuter parking, and on 
the east by 3 sets of tracks beyond which is Oshman's Sporting 
Goods.

Still in use as a depot-ticket dispensing facility, the building 
is on the original site where the first two buildings (depots) had 
previously burned. The location is adjacent to Milibrae ! s busiest 
thoroughfare, Millbrae Avenue, which carries traffic from High 
way £LG1 (Baysho e freeway) to 21 Camino Heal, the City of llillbrae, 
and beyond to Highway ,^230 (Junip ro Serra Freeway).

The structure is currently in need of re-painting. It is to 
be moved 2.QO feet south to allow widening of Killbrae Avenue.

This detached, generally rectangular building contains 10 
double hung sash windows and eleven doors.

The lower floor consists of a V/aiting Room with two sets of 
chair-benches hooked together to form two solid rows on two sides 
of the room, an Office with two oak desks and a large, visible 
Southern Pacific safe, and a Baggage ..ioom. There is also a ticket 
window on the wall which separates the Office and Waiting Room.

There is obvious need for either roof repairs or re-roofing.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 62 feet 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of Southern Pacific Depot, Hillbrae, California, 
are shown on the accompanying map entitled U S.?.T. 0. Railway Station 
Relocation Hillbrae, Calif." The nominated property is roughly 62* x 
9l!- f as shown on map entitled ;i possible Historic Site 3.P.T.C. Hill- 
brae Station". The building and site are bounded on the north by Kill- 
brae Avenue, on the east by 3 sets of tracks, on the south by a Cora- 

Parkin Lot and on the west b California Drive.muter
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—LITERATURE
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—MUSIC
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—SCIENCE
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^TRANSPORTATION 

2LOTHER (SPECIFY)
Railroad Depot

SPECIFIC DATES
Original l66Ij. 
Present 190? BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first train depot in Millorae was completed by San Francisco- 
San Jose Railroad Go. in l861j. at the same location as the existing 
depot. Land and right-of-way were deeded by Darius Ogden Kills, 
of banking fame, in 1863. San Francisco & San Jose Railroad became 
part of the Southern Pacific Transcontinental System March 30, 1868.

In 1866 Millbrae f s first post office located in the depot.

The original depot structure burned to the ground in 1890, was 
re-built and burned in 1906. At that time the post office moved 
to Lauer & Lovegreen General Store.

The present depot was completed in 190?.

On September 5, 1976 Millbrae Historical Society Marker No. 3 
was dedicated in a civic ceremony with Southern Pacific officials 
present. The depot is soon to be moved 200 feet south to allow 
for widening of Millbrae Avenue. At that time the bronze marker 
will oe encased in cement and permanently installed adjacent to 
the building, marking the original site.

This de^ot is typical of those built in the early 1900 ! s. 
The importance of a railroad stop in Millbrae is highly signifi 
cant to the growth and prosperity of the community which was, 
prior to rail traffic, only a large rancho with few inhabitants.
Population of Millbrae expanded rapidly thereafter.

This historic building has been painted only once, in 1970, 
since the original painting. The Killbrae Beautification Com 
mission brought pressure to bear on Southern Pacific Transporta 
tion Company to re-paint the 1907 structure. With their refusal, 
the Commission approached the San Hateo G'o. Local Painters Union 
and attained their promise to donate their services. Southern 
Pacific refused to allow it but with repeated pressures from the 
Beautif icnt.i.on Commission tine company finally agreed to and did 
paint the building yellow witn white trim. A ciJic dedication 
ceremony was then" held by the Beautification Commission and was 
attended by So. Pacific officials, Killbrae ! s Kayor and^City 
Council as well as many area residents. Southern Pacific contin-

of the commute business 
Society believes that this 
la, destroyed, or otherw? s

TO

to
imminent danger oT being 

trie public.
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