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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Creston Post Office is a rectangular, three-story building finished with
a hipped roof with deck. The front is of five bays (as are the sides, although
the bays are shorter), the middle three of which compose a centrAl pavilion
advanced slightly from the main wall. This pavilion features a tetrastyle
Ionic portico set in ant is. The portico is two stories in height. It
supports a full entablature, into the frieze of which the name of the building
is incised, and screens a recessed porch.
The main door and two flanking windows are set in elaborate surrounds: keystoned
jackarches below a sculptured panel of circular medallions and swags, all within
a segmental architrave. Windows of the main and second floors (12/12 main
floor, 6/6 second floor) are finished with gauged brick jack arches with
compound keystones. Windows of the second floor within the portico are treated
as mezzanine windows, with cossetted architraves. Windows of the third or
attic floor rest in a continuous stone stringcourse and are finished with
architraves.
The main entablature consists of a shallow frieze, an enriched talon, unmolded
modillions, a corona and an elaborate and striking band of antefixeae. The
sculptural panels above the main door and flanking windows are repeated in the twc
decorative panels in the attic story, which are set between the windows of the
two outer bays. Three circular lucarnes, finished with semicircular, labelled
hoods, are visible above the cornice.
The interior plan featured a post, office on the main level, a courtroom
on the second. The main entrance (originally a revolving door) gave into a
narrow public lobby, placed parallel to the principal facade of the building.
The bulk of the floor space was occupied by an all-purpose workroom around
which were grouped subsidiary rooms (postmaster's office, mail order and
registry office, loading platform, etc.) in an irregular but functional
fashion, each with direct access to the main workroom and/or public lobby,
as needed. The second floor was more rigidly symmetrical in arrangement of
the principal space (courtroom) and minor rooms. The latter are confined to the
zone of the outer bays on each side of the front facade, while the width
of the courtroom is defined by the portico. A staircase to the second floor
was off to one of the front corners, and was separated from the main floor
lobby by a columnar screen of three columns.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Creston Post Office is a somewhat curious, although successful, mixture
of the Beaux-Arts classical and the Georgian or Federal Revival styles. From
the Beaux-Arts style has been taken the cornice, lucarnes, portico, and the
door and window enframements of the central three bays (main floor). Georgian
or Federal Revival features include the general mass and elevation, window
detail, use of brick, the hipped roof, and the division of the main elevation
into a cetral pavilion which projects slightly with one-bay wings.
This fusion of motifs derived from two different sources is both formalistically
highly adept and directed to meeting the complex requirements for symbolic content
subconsciously desired in public architecture at the time of its construction.
It draws upon indigenous (although Eastern) tradition for purposes of mationalist
sentiment, while at the same time hinting at the Old-¥orld sophistication that
reassured a society conscious of cultural inferiority, although here it expresses
only a very mild and healthy complex. In the suggestions of domestic scale and
appeal, the architect has successfully selected and moulded architectural
precedent to meet the psychological needs of small-town public architecture.
As it was published at.a fairly early date (see bibliography) its status as a
model for small-town public design is highly probabl,^, although the extent of
its influence can only be guessed.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

North 10 feet of Lot 217, and all of Lots 216 and 215 in the Original Town of
Creston, Union County, Iowa
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NATIONAL__
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

D i rector. Piv i s ion of Historic Preservation

