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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Abington Congregational Church, a sturdy Greek Revival style
adifice,; stands on tha east side of Route97 in the hamlet of Abington
in the town of Pomfret. Across the road is a mid 20th century housse, while
north of the church building is its parish house, a frams structure
with rectangular plan, While the clapboard covered walls, sash windows,
and gable pediment of the parish house which was erected in 1950 attempt
to relate it to the church edifice, the proportions of the 1 story build=-
ing are awkward.

Tha church building i1s a pleasing Greek Revival design of vernacular
quality. It is set back from the road about 25 fest and surrounded by
ETasS. Althouéh srected in 1751, the building was enlarged and remodel-
ad between 1834~ 40, The only remaining exterior featurses of 1751 are
the helght of the walls of the auditorium, the pitch of the gable roof,
and perhaps the 9/6 sash window in the gable of the rear (east) facade.
Unfortunately the rear clapboards have been replaced and the visible
indications -of earlier windows discussed by J., Frederick Kelly' no_ longer
exist. 1In addition the very low foundation of gray gneiss,originally
dry wall, has bzen pointed with cement,

The building has a rectangular plan approximately 39' x 63°%,

Tne anditorium section is the 1751 mass. The vestibule (15' x 39%)

at the west was added in 183%~- 40 as was the three-stage tower. Thse
building is covered with clapboards painted white. Its haavy Gresk

Revivel cornice has an unadorned frieze. :

The 3-bay main (west) facade has a triangular pediment supported
by four plain pilasters with Greek Doric capitals. The gable has flush
board siding and a circular window which is probably a post 1840 addi-
tion (18697?). The round-heads of the narrow windowsof the north and
south bays and of the three-part window above the center double-doors
suggest that they are akso post 1640 alterations since they are rather
Italianate in charactar. The upper partsof the north and south windows
hava besn boarded in recent years, ,

The towsr located at the wastern end of the building has thres |
graduated squarestages. Its lowest stage has a plain frieze and simple
cornice, It has no openings but there are indications on its south side
that an opening has been closed. The second stage has louvered openings
on sach side, plain pilasters at corners, and an entablature. The .
third stage has no openings, but has plain pillasters and an entablaturs
supporting a crown.

The north and south facadzss each have three windows with triple-
hung sash (15/15/15). An interior chimney, probably added in 1900 when
the first furnace was installed, projects from the north slope of the
ro2f near the western end of the building. -

The rear (east) facade has a doorway with hood at the north. }
It doas not have a pediment since the cornice returns, In the gable P
is a 9/6 sash window with trim suggesting a splayed lintel. ‘ Ly

' The plan of the church is very simplé; There is a rectangular
auditorium and a narrow vestibule with stairs at both ends leading
to a balcony. Until about 1920 when a wall was erected the balcony

above the vestibule opened into the auditorium. The auditorium has
two aisles, The pulpit is located at the east on a raised platform

See Continuation Sheet 2
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Abington Congregational Church, raised in 1751, i1s the oldest
church edifice in Connecticut in continuous use as a church. However, the
nuilding was enlargsed and extensively remodeled between 1834 and 1840 by
¥Mr, Fitch of Mansfield, Connecticut, resulting in its existing vernacular
sreek Revival style. In its attic can be ssen its 18th century roof
framing system which unlike that of any other early Connecticut church,
has chamfers on braces baetween wall posts and roof trusses, on main plates,
and on splayed wall posts suggesting that they were originally exposad,

The parish of Abington was separated from Pomfret in 1749 due to
svercrowding in the Pomfref meetinghouse and due to the distance to Pome
fret f'or the fifty familiss of the new society. Religious ssrvices were
held in private howes until the summer of 1751 when the church building was
raised on the half acre of land purchased from Zacharish Goodell. The
vuilder of the church is not known, but Joland James Ingalls, Danjel
Trowbridge, Edward Paine, and William Osgood served on its building com-~
mittee, The 48' x 39 structure, modeled on the Pomfret building, was '
occupied in 1751 although it was incomplete. In 1752 a pulpit with
sounding board was installed and the following ysar pews were built,

About fifteen yesars after the church edifice was erected its exterior
was painted (or whitewashed) white. In 1802 a belfry was added.

During the 18th and early 19th centuries ths church has two mins
isters of long tenure and local importance. The first permanent minister,
David Ripley, served the parish from 1753 to 1778. The next minister,

Walter Lyon, was paster from 1783 to 1826. 1In 1831 during the ministry
of Charlas Fitch the parish experienced a period of revivalism,

During the ministry of Nathan S. Hunt (1834%- 45) a controversy
occured concerning the future of the church building. Dsespite soms
interest in erecting a new building, it was decided to repair the 1751
tbuilding. This work done by Mr. Fitch of Mansfield rssulted in a com-
plete remodeling of the structure in the Greek Revival style. The 1802
nelfry was removed and the existing vestibule and three-stage tower
added. Gallerles were removed and the ceiling lowered., Windows were
replacad and a new exterior cornice added. b

Although some sources indicate that the exterior has not had any . .-
major alteration since 1640, the round-headed windows of the @ain facade
are not characteristic of the Greek Revival style. Apparently the intée--" |
rior ylan was alterad in 1869. It is possible that the west windows wére |
also changed at this time. Other alterations made since 18“0 inclyge the " ..
excavation of a small cellar in 1900 when a furnace was iqstalledg B R,
repairs to the tower following damage by a hurricane in 1938, and replace- -
ment of clapboard siding and of roofing material. In 1950 a free-stand
ing parish gousa was constructed north of the church buildihg. | Durwoo

~enyon was contractor in charge of building the parish house.
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7. Description
under an archway created in the 1920's, The organ is located on a raised
platform by the vestibule wall at ths west. This raised platform dates

to 1869, The coved plaster ceiling is an 1534-40 feature as probably

are tha pews and wmost trim.

The present ceiling is 2'3" below the level of the 18th century
ceilirg. Origlnally the braces between ths roof trusses and the
wall rosts were exposad since they, the main plates, and the splayed wall
posts are chamfersd and have traces of whitswash. This is the only known
instance of originally exposed chamfared framing in an early Connecticut
church building,

The heavy oak, 18th century roof trusses are «ing-post type and
=ave double top chords,

Originally the 1751 church building was a simple rectangular mass
with gable roof., Its pulpit with sounding board was located against the
north wall and galleries were on the east, west, and south sides.

There were two .ranges of windows and probably centrally locatad doorways
m the west, south, and east sides. Stairs were located in the south-
gast and southwest corners, In 1602 a belfry was added. This was removed
in 183%~ %0 remodeling. Alterations made in 1834-40 include: construc-
tion of vestibule and tower, removal of sarly galleries, c¢hanging floor
plan s> that pulpit was at east end, lovering ceiling, - . reéplacing
garlier woodwork with Grez2k Revival style fabric, and rearranging openw.
ings.

130 Frederick Kelly, Early Connecticut Meetinchouses. New York: Colum-
bia, 1948, vol. 1, p. 5, Much of this description is based on Kelly's
description.
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