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âi
c

m
z
H 
X 
-<

Z
c 
z
0)
m 
a

DATE j

~n 
O 
n
z
TJ 
cn

C 
cn 
m
O
Z r- 
-<



CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent D Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated ^] Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved Q3 Original Site

tx>

m

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The proposed Reedy River Park in an 8.13 acre plot of 
land which is located at the heart of present day Greenville. 
The site includes the forty foot high Reedy River Falls and a 
secondary set of rapids in a rocky gorge downstream from these. 
The riverbank portion of the park includes the old Furman 
University botanical gardens and arboretum as well as the ruins 
of an early mill.

The 8.13 acre park includes six acres deeded to the City 
of Greenville by Furman University and some 2.13 acres of addi­ 
tional land. Most of this land lies below the Reedy River falls 
and provides an extremely desirable open space in this 
metropolitan area.

The Reedy River Falls lie just southeast of the South 
Main Street bridge and form the northernmost attraction of the 
park. At this point, the Reedy River plunges over a forty-foot m 
drop into a rocky gorge which is defined on one side by the 
steep, rocky and heavily-wooded Camperdown Bluff. Within this 2 
area, a secondary set of falls can be found. *These rapids were 
of key importance in the development of Greenville. Some 
brick ruins, presumed to be the remains of Vardry Mill built 
ca. 1830, are still visible on the riverbank at this point."* The 
wide granite outcroppings below the main falls will be used for 
picnic facilities, walkways and footpaths. The low-lying land 
immediately west of this point was developed forty years ago as 
a botanical garden and arboretum by Furman University. The 
University which is no longer located in this area of Greenville 
has deeded these six acres of land to the city for the proposed 
park. Although some of the shrubs and trees of the early planting 
are still evident, the area has largely reverted to its natural 
state.

The City of Greenville has undertaken to maintain the 
immediate area. Overhead lighting and underground water connections 
are being installed. Projects are underway to clear the area of 
underbrush, excavate the sites of archeological importance 
and curtail riverbank erosion by the rapidly moving stream. 
Trails, walkways, footpath and picnic areas will complete the 
park's development.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Reedy River Falls are not only the geographical but also the 
historical center of Greenville. The speed and power of the falls 
and the rapids below them were indirectly responsible for the 
founding of the city in 1812 when the city's first building, a 
grist mill, was built at this site. Since that time, the mills 
that were the economic life of the town sat near the falls and 
used their power to grind flour or manufacture textiles.

Industrial Significance: The "hand immediately surrounding the 
Reedy River Falls was deeded to one Richard Pearis just prior to 
the American Revolutionary War. Reaction by his neighbors to his 
Tory-Loyalist sympathies forced him to leave the area hurriedly. 
The only trace of his having been there at all is the fact that his 
name (despite a change in spelling) has been attached to nearby 
Paris Mountain. The following owner, Lemuel Alston, remained in 
control of the land until 1815. He was a representative in the 
South Carolina legislature in 1789 and was responsible for the 
establishment of a corn and grist mill at the head of Reedy River 
Falls in 1812. Traditionally, this has become the date of the 
founding of Pleasantburg. In 1815, the tract ^hich had increased 
by then to 11,018 acres was sold to Vardry McBee. The remains of 
a granite and brick mill which he built on the lower falls in the 
1830s can still be discerned. The surrounding town of Pleasant- 
burg continued to prosper with income derived from its thriving 
industry and in its 1831 charter the town changed its name to 
Greenville. The continuing growth of the town enticed further 
industry. The construction of the Camperdown Mills in 1870 
was responsible for the decline of the falls and the eventual 
erosion of the banks below the mill outlets.

Rehabilitation of the area began with the opening of 
the Furman University botanical garden and arboretum in 1929-30 
Since 1967, the Carolina Foothills Garden Club and the City of 
Greenville have been working to make the central part of this 
acreage suitable for a recreational park.
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8. Significance: continued- 
Conservation and Landscaping Significance: The rocky gorge and 

the bluff side below old Camperdown Mill has profuse and distinctive 
natural foliage. The old botanical garden also exists within the 
park's borders. Both of these factors help to produce an appropriate 
setting for the falls which are "the most distinctive feature of the 
topography and landscape of the city of Greenville"according to the 
1907 report by a group of Boston landscape architects. Preservation 
of this feature will not only be of historical importance, but it will 
also provide a valuable recreational asset for downtown Greenville 
and would be a focal point of the proposed greenway whic:h_would connect 
Reedy River Falls Park and Cleveland Park, another 
recreational facilities.
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