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The Billingsley-Hills House, situated in a residential
area on the west side of Iowa City, is a well-preserved example
of the transitional Greek Revival-Italianate mode so popular
in Iowa in the years immediately preceding and following the
Civil War. Erected in 1870, this northwardly-facing, two-story
edifice is of wood frame construction. Its walls rest on stone
foundations over a full basement and are sheathed in white
painted wooden clapboards. The Greek Revival influence is
apparent in the low pitched gable roof, pilastered corner boards,
entablature with dentils and returns along the roofline, and the
rectangular transom over the front door which is broken by en-
gaged piers flanked by sidelights that surround the door. The
Italianate is evidenced by the wide eaves with heavy carved
brackets along the roofline; the two-story bay window on the
east side; the bayed entrance; and floor length windows. Windows
are generally of the two-over-two wood sash variety and are set
in rectangular surrounds.

The L-shaped front porch is of later vintage but compatible
with the older portion of the house. Supported by five Roman
Doric columns, it features a plain entablature and cornece cap-
ped with a flat roof. Exterior alteration over the years
appears to have been minimal. 1In the early 1930's pendants
were removed from the roof brackets and a deteriorated porch
and shed at the rear were taken down. Adjoining the house on
the west is. a owve-and-one-half story carriage house and servants'
quarters. Erect between 1920 and 1932, this edifice is of wood
frame construction and is sheathed in white painted wooden
clapboards similar to those on the house. It is capped with a
medium pitched gable roof, featuring a plain boxed cornice with
returns and pierced by gabled dormers.

Inside, the house follows a side hall plan with parlor,
living room, dining room, kitchen, and sun room on the first
floor and six bedrooms plus a sleeping porch on the upper level.
The house has had numerous owners over the years, and many
alterations have been made to its interior. In the front portion,
however, are several features which appear to be original. These
include eleven inch baseboards with grooves and scrolls; a stair-
case with walnut spindles and balustrades and featuring fancy
wood cutouts; a black iron fireplace with leafy scrolls and grape
clusters and framed by black and white ceramic tiles; and paneled
wood doors.

The Billingsley-Hills House is unique in its immediate
neighborhood. The oldest house in this area, it is one of seven
architecturally distinct residences around Melrose Circle.

Across the street from it is the neighborhood's newest home.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Billinb?leymﬂi'!= ‘ouse is one of a dwindling handful of transitional
Greex Revival-7-ali ~*~ house still extant in Iowa City. Dwcllings like these
were extrere opui Low: i Towa City immediately preceding and following
the Civil Wa: . rathe amerous but over the years the vast majority have
either been demo.io.. 1 o ori .'lv altered beyond recognition. This housecis
particul=r'v motewory v - :ar i-s high depree of integrity. Although the
porch . “inal, + dates fiom the late 19th or early 20th century and is
compnat 1ple wiv: T o0use .

'se in 1870 on a 38 acre tract he

Witt. - "invsley ore ted this hc

had purchased th« A a ‘a 1831 ne sold the property to a Mr. Custer,
dnd-before the = oy thie preperty had at least three other owners.
By the time William . ewelil, son of iowa City's pioneer blackmith,
purchased the h- :se¢ i .901, the original 38 acre tract had shrunk to the
present day 90 b © .ot lot. - i/ Kottlewell sold the house to grocer
George Barth who owreu it only for a short time. By the time Dr. Orton. head
of the Psychiarr® .ospital, " -ur'.c the precorty wn2¥920, it had changed hands

four times.

In tio: u itmive “wiey of Towa isiness professor, bought
the house fr~ > un . .., faralenger than arv previous
owner. {ills, .- rtant . ersity-zand cemmun. . wctivitics
and functinons, PRIV years Vice Deair of the Celleza of Commerce
and later h:.ad v. the Deps: .. General Business. "‘He sold the house to

the present owners, who cur ~~-~vating and restoring it.
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Atlas of Johnson County, Iowa (Davenport: Huebinger Survey
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Item 10
Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point on the South line of Snooks Grove Road 33 feet South 2°
38' East of a point 567.96 feet East of a stone at the center of said Snooks
Grove Road, said stone being located at the Northwest cornmer of the NW % NE %
of Sec. 16, Twp. 79 N., R. 6 West of the 5th P.M.; thence South 2° 38' East
300 feet; thence due West 100 feet; thence North 2° 38' West 300 feet; thence

East 100 feet to the point of beginning.




