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Presently the house is only in fair condition. Restoration work is begin-
ning, as appendages added to the original structiurve are in the process of
being torn down. The house will eventually be completely restored, and
two exhibit buildines will be constructed on eithar side of it,

The house is of a post-Colonial style, having 2 broad verande across the
front with Doric columns and a fanlight above. The front steps are of
wrought iron. A pair of similar steps extend from each end of the wide
riazza into what was formerly the gardens, Inside is a sweeping circular
stairway with mahogany rails., A crystal chandelier hangs in the middle

of the hall., The rooms are spacious, and one is adorned with a white
merble mentel by Hiram Powers, noted sculptor. “-e gardens covered a

~ity block, and were known throuchout the S-ate. A merhle fountain
desizned Y3 Hiram Fowers has beer removecd, rut .. ic noped thet it will

be replaced. The formal plentines were rlcwed under; the huge boxwoods
were felled; the garden became & pariins let; the house teceme & boardine
house, All these encroachments will e rectified z¢ the house is restored
to its former appearance. The grovnds will asain be laid out as they were
at their height,
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STATEMENTY OF SIGNIFiCANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)
The Hempton~Preston House is & handsome city mansion that was built in
1814 by Ainsley Hall, merchant of Columbie, Robert Yetes was the con-
tractor and Zachariah Philips served in the capacity of architect.

The Hampton-Preston House was sold bv Ainsley Hall to the first Wade
Hempton, fieghter in the smericen Revolution and general in the Wer of
1812, planter, tusinessmen, developer of the American West., His son,
Wade Hampton II, was the man of power behind the scenes during the hey-
day of the ante-bellum veriod., Wwade Yampton II1 was the famous general
of the Civil War, and later sovernor o: the State when the Red Shirts

put him in power, Althourh the two vounger Hamptons knew the house well,
they are less intimetely associated with it than the later owner, John S.
Preston, son-in-law of wade Hampton I, One of the great orators of the
dey, Preston spoke at the 75th anniversary o the Battle of Kines Mountain
in 1827 ~nd at the unveiling of ihe Confederate Monument before the State
Truze in 186C,  In between those years hic career epitomized the life of
*re lesdine Scatn Carolinian of his day. wrile his brother, willism,
served in the U, L. Senate, John served in ~2e $. C, Senate., He was a
vatron of the erts; Flram Powere, Amerir2's firet preal sculuvtor, was his
pro.ege, He served as Chairmen of the siate Delege*ion at the Nationel
vemocratic Convention in 1860, and ac Ericedier General durins the
Confederate Wer,

The House escaped burning while most of Columbia was destroyed by Sherman
and his men, Durine Reconstruction davs, the house served as the guber-
natorial mansion for Radical Franklin J. Moses. For & shor: while, it
belonsed to Mrs, Eilen Phelps Dodee; them the Ursuline Convent purchased
it in 187, The Scutl Carolina Prescyterien Institute for Youne ladies,
later Chirora Collere, zCcquired the mencsion in 1890,

The Hampton-Preston Youse was recentlv acquired for the State of
Carclina by the Tricentennial Comziscion,
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