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C O M M O N : 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 
D i g h t n n Rock 

iz. LOCATtON ' '"• '^y . > y Cong. Distr ict 19 L ^ ^ - - ^ -
""^^EEV AND NUMBER: in Dighton Kock iit&te Park, bounded as follows: /r'i^'-^^^^r^ j , H'^M^ 
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A landfi l l bounded on the north, west, south by the Taunton River, on the ec-st by cha 
CITY OR TowN:and post fence in approximate location of original r iver bank 

STATE B o i - k l e y n ^ 

Massachusetts 
C O D E 

"25— 
C O U N T Y : 

Bristol 

CODE 

3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

n 

U 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• Distr ict • Building 

g ] Site • Structure 

/ ^ Object 

OWNERSHIP 

S Public 

• Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

1 I In Process 

1 I Being Considered 

STATUS 

I I Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

K l Preservofion work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

H Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

1 I Commercial 

i I Educational 

1 I Entertainment 

I I Government 

[ 1 Industrial 

• Mil itary 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

I I Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

I 1 Tronsportotion ED Comments 

S 0»her (-Specify; 

site 

f 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 

IU 

IU 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

nommonwealth of Massachusetts (Dept. of Natural Resournes) 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

100 Cambridge Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
1$. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

25 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Department of Natvural Resources 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

TOO Cambridge Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 25 

CO 

o 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Assets 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1970 • Federol g State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

n f f i n f i n f thp. SRP.rfitary, StJitp TTonpp 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Massachusetts 25 



7 DESCRIPTION 

(Check One) 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r S De te r i o ra ted 1 1 Ru ins O Unexposed 

C O N D I T I O N 
(Check One) (Check One) 

• A l t e r e d U n a l t e r e d [53 Moved • O r i g i r o l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Dighton Rock is located in a state park in Berkley, Massachusetts, on the banks 
of the Taunton River. The Rock is gray, feldspathlc boulder weighing approximately 
50 tons. The exposed surface of the Rock has dimensions of 10 x 10 x 5 feet. One 
face of the rock has a broad, smooth, sloping surface on which numerous cryptic 
inscriptions and symbols have been carved. 

Formerly the boulder was in the tidal waters of the Taunton River where the 
inscriptions sijffered increasing water damage. In 19(^, the Massachusetts Depart 
ment of Natural Resources raised the stone to its present level and constructed a 
landfill under i t , forming a promontory. The Rock is now reddening through chemical 
reaction with certain iron compounds in the air and is in danger of drying out and 
crumbling. The Department of Natural Resources proposes to stop these weathering 
processes by erecting a building over Dighton Rock to serve as a protective shelter 
and also as a tourist center interpreting the Rock's history. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I S 16fh Centu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry E ' ' ' ^ i Century 

• 18th Centu ry 

• I 9 t h Cen tu ry 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Kitofwn) 

A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E ( C h e c k O n e or M o r e a s A p p r o p r i a t e ) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

[ 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

H i s t o r i c 

r~l A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I 1 Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

L J C o o s e r v o t i o n 

1 1 E d u c a t i o n • P o l i t i c a l 

[ 1 Eng ineer ! ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

[ 1 I ndus t r y l osophy 

1 1 I n v e n t i o n • Sc ience 

1 1 L o n d s c a p e • Scu lp tu re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e • Socio l / H u m o n -

171 L i t e r o t u r e i t o r i a n 

Military ' 1 - • T hooter 

• jylusic j ̂  T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

[ 1 Urbon P l a n n i n g 

H Other f S p e c i W 

exploration 

The origin of the petroglyphs on the surface of Dighton Rock is one of America's 
historic mysteries. These pecked incisions on the feldspathic boulder are apparently 
a combination of alphabetic and pictorial symbols. Rev. John'Davenport f irst copied 
the figures in 1680 and interested Cotton Mather in their study. In 1690, Mather 
described the Rock " filled with strange characters which would suggest as odd 
thoughts about them.. .as there are odd shapes in that elaborate monument...." 
More than 600 books and articles on Dighton Rock have appeared since Mather first 
wrote, advancing some 35 theories as to the source of the inscriptions. Various 
theories' ascribe the petroglyphs to natural weathering, to Viking explorers, to 
pirates and to the Japanese, Chinese, Phoenicians, Scythians, Eg3^tians, Romans, 
Hebrews, and local Indian tribes. 

The explanation of the Rock currently most popular is that given by the late 
Professor E. B. Delabarre. Professor Delabarre was convinced that the inscriptions 
were the Latin record of a visit made to the Rock by the lost Portuguese explorer 
Miguel Corte-Real. Corte-Real's ship disappeared off the coast of Newfoundland 
in 1502. Delabarre believed he had found in the inscriptions Corte-Real's name, a 
Portuguese cross and a date—1511. A local Indian legend also tells of strange men 
in a wooden house who came up the river and fought with the natives. Despite wide 
acceptance of this explanation, however, other of the theories persist and it now 
unlikely that there will ever be definitive evidence in support of any one of them. 

i(! X>CY\-forTlr^ CBA^''^ iVS^ot/ rr^or-^, / o / / r / r * , N Shis. 3 - f ' l ^ ) ) 

seens 



9. MAJOR BI8LI0GRAPHJCAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Delabarre, E . B. Dighton Rock, a Study of the Written Rocks of New England 
New York, 1928r ~ ^ * 

Hurd, D.H. History of Bristol County. Philadelphia, 1883. 

Pohl, Dr. Frederick. The Viking Explorers. New York, 1966. 

WPA. Massachusetts. Boston, 1937. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

41 ° 48 ' 46 ' 
D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

71° 06' 38 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O T OIQMIN A T ED P R O P E R T Y : J g g g t b a U O U C a C r O 
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COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Richard W. Hale, J r . , Acting Chairman 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
• A T E 

March 30, 1971 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Office of the Secretary, State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
;|2. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

Massachusetts 2^ 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State ^ Local • 

Name 

secretary'of the Commonwealth 
Chairman, Mass. Historical 

Title r .n inTniHpinn 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology skid Historic Pr^ervatioH 

Date 

A T T E S T : / 

Keepdi of The Ha 

Bate March 30, 1971 Date 
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ADVA1JC3 COPY 

MAY n ;̂ â PARKS 

COVERIKO tolEF 

TOi . The AsBlstant to tiie President 

FROMi 'secretary of tha Interior 

V 11 

Problem; To reply to the letter of l-iay 3 frcm Dr, Mejauel Luciano 
tta ^ilva. Secretary-Treasurer of the Miguel Corte Keai tlijijorial 
Society, Inc., Nev Bedi."orcl, MasBachusette, esklng for AisericaA ••i.r. 
rscognitioa of the iEiportance of Dl-.htonJRock end eusgesting » 
statecicui by XXA Presideat on the Tiil>'ject, possibly at the o^Xe* 
bratiai in honor of Prince Henry the Kavigator in Lisbon, -. "i?.': . 
Portugal, during the President's proiposed v i s i t to Porti;i2al» '"^if^ 

Discussion: Tbe Dighton Rock i s a gray, massive, sandstone rock 
of aDOut; ii<iO cubic feet in content, voighing about 40 toas, oa 
the eastem bank of the Taunton River within the Tovn_of Berkley 
end County of Bristol, i-iisc&chusetts. I t appears to bear InaiaE ' 
tad'Other inscriptions, dfforts 'to decipher viilch have been 
repeateoly laade olnce I63O. I t li£s been clfiiced by ecce tbit i t 
bears the n&ŝ  of the i^ortusuese explorer mguel Corte Real • 
(Cortereal), the date I p l l , and the Portuguese coat of oms. Th« 
feet that 6v>0 or Biore articles or books, discussing the Rock and 
its meaniu/̂ , have been -written in several languages is indicative 
of the cof-^ilicated m-ture and in^pcrtance of the problem. As yet, 
scholars are not agreea. The Advisory Board on National Pariss, 
Historic i>itc-s, Buildin.i,s, and Koiiucents, crested ur:der the '"• 
authority of the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935 (̂ 9 Stat. 
666), took the viev in 1952 that the problea retains unsolved. 

l!r-3lo,-ent?iTior̂ ; I f you sign the attached letter and Dr. da Silva 
£ciu.a tiie *.j-r-%^e historical report he hns offered to send, the 
report cr-i: be forjarced to the riaticnal Park Service, which v i l l 
be -ĵ xA to study i t and keep i t on f i l e with other data relating 
to the Rock. 

Pe^or-rjsndatlcn; That the attached draft of a letter be used in 
replying to i.r. oa Silva (.Tab A). jU>- . -

Copy to: COCO •sPm ft'CD -AJ-n-'Uf-' - • 
Asst. Sec, Pub. Land Mgrnt. W^Uj rhuU u. ^W'^y^^^^X^. 
Division of Legislation 5̂. • • : 
Under Secretary 
Resioaal Director, Region Fire ) 

) Each vith copy of InecBicg HFS^lanning 
lidfuQch of History 

Cv^orterimeh 5/IO/6O 

) 

PRS 9̂ 35 



Dear Er. da Silvaj ''• i..---- /^r^-; 

President Eisenhower appreciates your letter of Kay ^ to'tlm 

with enclosure regarding the iEgportance of Dighton Rock on the 

Taunton River in Berkley, Ifessachusetts, ae w l l as your interest 

In his proposed visit to Portugal and his efforts to foster Vi 

intemation^il good will» 

Vhile the President has ixot personally Bade a study of the 

fascinating prcblea afforded by the'inscriptions on Dight(»i Rock, 

the Satlonal Park Service of the Departsent of the Interior aade 

such a study in 1952 oa the basis of which the Advisory Ec»rd 

on Kational Parks, Historic Sites, Building, aitd l̂ kmuiaents passea 

the following resolution at its i&eeting in Vashlngtoa^ O. C«, on 

Koveober 17-13 of that year: 

"The Advisory Board having considered the fascinating 
problea presented by the inscribed Dighton Rock in 
Berkley, Hassj&chusetts, and having found that the 
researcijes of FroTesaor Delabarre between 1919-23, 
idencifying certain J3.rkiniia as Pcrtuauese, have as 
yet net been £eiierally accei^ted, believes that Jud^-
icut in the esse should be suspeeked until new tech­
niques are devised for recording tee carkin^ on the 
roci or veys aiid sjeans found to perait a satisfactory 
e^fination cf the iiiscripticns cow exposed for only 
a chert tiae at low tide. In the teantLfLe, i t is the 
view of the Board that the Old Colony Historical 
Society and the ijtate of Kassuchusetts rather than the 
Federal C-overTa.'jent should preserve the rock and protect 
it frOQi vandals, so far as possible." 

''^.J^ 4^':^'>^--



. y ^ 

I t appears from this that the Federal OoverriEient cannot very veil 

give special recognition to the Dighton Rock at this tioe 'because 

general agresiiient does not exist aaong schoiara in this Country 

regardiDg the significance of the Roi;k, For the same reason, 

the President could not ejsjpress an American point of view on 

the subject at the forthcocdjas celebrations in Lisbon without ; j' 

• '.-4 • •̂ K'̂ -
»'» 3 *- •;. • 

beccining involved in possible controversy. About all he could y-','!y'-':-^'y^z '\j'' 

say is that ve are keenly interested in the historic possiblll- / Vf^^^l^Vji? 

ties afforded by the inscriptions on the Rock and are continuing 

to study theai. In this connection, ve shall be glad to have a . - • 

copy of the 20-page historical report which you offer to send y^'i^-^'-^^fi:^^-^' 

lis* Ve want to give all possible honor to the iiaportant contrl- . • 

butloofl of Prince Henry the Havigator and Miguel Corte Real whose . •yy-.y^-^f; 

achlevenents are genuinely appreciated by the AjaBrican pccrple, •: >>•.'A.-

......... . • ; V Sincerely yours, . -.^'i r:iiA^^^::i-

The Assistant to the President 

Dr* MAnuel Luciano da Silva 
Secretary-Treasurer, Miguel Corte 
Real Ketorial Society, Inc» 

?• 0. P-os 6H3 
Hev Bedford, Kassachusetta 

- i i l i r ii-iliU 
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Dear Dr. da Silva: • • ' • 

We deeply appreciate your letter of June 30 with its acccmipanylng 

report in furtlicr support of the request taade In your letter of ; -

llay 3 to President Eisenlioxrar asking for Presidential ̂ fecognition 

of the importance of Dighton Roc^, Berkley, llasoachusetts. 

The report and recent historical literature dealing with the 

Dighton Rock have been studied vith care. It vould appear that 

scholars in this Country and abroad have not yet agreed on tlie . , ' 

true taeaning and significance of the Rock, In the circunstancea, 

it xTould be premature for the President of the United States to 

publicly visit it and ma!ce a statement of his own regardlns its 

historical iioportance, although the kind invitation to nalte the . 

visit is appreciated. For the aacm reason, the Federal Govcmoent 

la unable at this time to participate in the plan of preservation 

recosnended on pages 50-S5 of the report, vhlch vould provide for 

a cofferdata, monuaantatioa, landsc^lng, and tfwseuas dcveloptaanta •-. ' 

at the site. . .. •.; 

V.'c ere interested that the International Congress to be held in 

Lisbon in Septenbcr 1960 is expected to go into tlie history of 

tho Di^tca Roc'ji inccriptioas. It is our hope that the discussion 

in Portu2al i&ay result in throwing additional light on the 

fascinating problea vbich the markinss on the Rock afford. 

Sincerely yours, 

Tha Assistant to the President 
Dr. M.inusl Luclcr-o da Silva 
5ecri2cary-Tv.a..:ur-.r, t l i t j - ^ i Corte . . . ' ,, 

Real Memorial Society, Inc. v • ' ^^-i^f^-K 
? . 0, Box 6A8 ' 
Kev Bedford, Massachusetts 
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V' CCfVERIKG felEF 

TO: Tlio Assistant to the Presicieut , ' . • 

FIlOi!i--''->!'Secretary of the I n t e r i o r , . , , r r ^ . r r n P /\;\MDAHL 

Problem! To rc^:'ly to tiic l e t t e r of June 30 froa Dr. llanual Luciano 
da Silva, Secretai'y-Treasuror of the Miguel Corte Real Maraorlal 
Cocicty, Inc., Ucru LadJford, Massaclaisetts, i n further reference 
to his l e t t e r of May 3 to Presidont Eisenhower asking for , 
A.-ieri.can recor^nitiou of the iBportanco of Di'^hton Rock and /yf- i ^ ^ 
I n v i t i n s tlie i*resiccnt to v i s i t the Eock oa Au^^ust 20 for 
the purpose of viewins the inscriptions and issuing his own • 

.. opinion re^ardin^ tlxa Rock's aisnificaacc, presumably for 
tho purpose of encouraging i t s preservation through tlie 
Federal Covernsient. ' * • • •? , -i' ' 

_piReussion; Tho Dighton Rock i s a gray, laassivo, sandstone rock • 
of about A'30 cubic feet i n content, wcigliins about AO tons, * . 
on the eastern bank of the Taunton River vrttUin tha Town • 
of Bericley, Massachufietts. I t appears to bear Indian and 

, other inscriptions, efforts to decipher which have been 
repeatedly nade since 1G30. I t has been claiaed by some that 
i t bears the narne of the Portu^^ucse explorer Kiguel Corte 
Real (Cortereal), the date 1511, and the Portuguese coat of 
anna. About 600 or tiore articles or books, discussing the 

: .. Rock and i t s uicanlns, have been \7rlttcn i n several languages 
and have arrived at widely difierent conclusions over the 
years, ilie Advisory Board on Katlonal Parks, Historic Sites, 
Baildlai;s, and Moniracnts, created under the authority of the 
Historic Sites Act of Auyunt 21, 1535 (49 Stat. 666), con­
cluded i n 1932 that tha riddle of tha Eocic reniaincd unsolved. 
An iniportiiint study. The Enicna of Dighton Rock, ' i n Ancrican 
Hgrlta a, Jur.e 123G, po, 62 ec seq., shows that scholars are 
s t i l l in diaajreenent. 

Implener.tation; The National Park Serv-lcc v i l l be glad" to f i l e 
t:ie report with Service data on Dighton Roc*, i f so desired, 

Reeocngndation; That the attached draft of a le t t e r be used i n 
replying to Dr. da Silva (Tab A). » , 

Copy to: DCCO Resional Director, Reg. Flva ) 
I-M NPS^lanning ) Bach w/c of inc. 
DL Ĵr̂ anch of History ) 

s 

CWPorterrmeh 7-13-60 

/ PRS 0: 
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LS8-HH March 1, 1968 

Dr. fj»nuol Luciano da Silva 
Bristol Coujity Medical Center 
1180 ilopc Street 
Bristol, Rliods Island 02809 

Dear Dr. da Silva: 

1 

On behalf of Vice President }h,c5phrey, thank you for your recent 
letter concerning Dighton Rock in Berkley, Massachusetts. . .. 

Historic sites and buildings established as units of the National 
Park Systea snut bo judged to possess rmtional historical signl-
ficajice and to Eeet standards of suitability and feasibility for 
park purposes as well. Legislation in the Conqress is ordinarily 
required to authorize the establishaieat of areas administered by 
the National Park Service. 

The detoTsinaticn of national historical significance is made by 
the Secretary of the Interior iwdcr authority of the Historic Sites 
Act of August 21, 1S3S (49 Stat. 666). Ei.ch dcterninatioas are 
Qsually based oa t3̂ o recojasendations of the Secretary's Advisory 
Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, E-iiildings, and Monuments. 
The Advisory Board considered Dighton Rock in 19S2 and concluded 
that its preservation should be tjio responsibility of the Old 
Colony Mstorical Society and the Coajnonwoalth of Massachusetts 
rather than the Federal Govem̂ sent. 

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P. L. 89-665), 
which authorises aatchin^ grants for historic preservation projects, 
cay evcntvialiy be a source of financial assistance for the preserva­
tion of Dit'hton Kock. To assure that proper consideration is ̂ iven 
to its iiiCiUSion Oii the National Rcsristcr, you nay wish to get lu 
touch witij the State Liaison Officer naT.ed by the Governor of 
t-tassachu-setts to cirry out the State's resportsibilitics under 
P. L. 6D-665. .Sa is t'.is Hon. John F. X. DavoreJi, Secretary of the 
Coaaonwealth, Ciairaan, .^iassachusetts Historical Coiamissioa, 
Boston, Massachusetts 02155. 



h'e appreciate your continuing interest in the preservation 
of Dighton Rock, and wo wore glad to supply this Information 
to you. 

I-

Sincerely yours/' -J 

/s/ Ror-:T li. u-Lx./ 

Robert M. Utley 
Chief Jiistorian 

cc: 
Regional Director, NE w/c inc. 

/HH - w/c inc. 
HHP - Mr. Sarles w/c inc. 

FBSarlesrmg ; 
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iion. F . X. Davoawn / . V 
^usxisUacy of the Cocsaoovealth 
Chaiannnn 
i4aasachi]aetto Historical Coisaiaaioii 
Bo8t<»i, i4a«ai«husetts 02133 

Dear Daroren: • - 'i,,_y[^^--\^-y',i:-y:-^ y '-\y^ ~ l 

We arc pli^sed to iaf^ir^ yam t^ist the hisl^xrle properties listed on 

tlu!» eoeXosure hmrn been placed m the Sstional l^ ia t er of iilstooric 

FXeces. Seoatora Mwerd M. Kezmedy and EOusard W. Srooke and the 

â piarafgciate JfaqjoresvatoUvea have also been ziotlfled. Plewe vltLt* 

hold any pidbXlelty QQ Hhia vattil you have jreeeiTed a ett^oa cô jy of 

the Ccaai^^salonal. ccerTecpondeiice. -v-"'̂ ^ 

V '̂̂ ^ .^««»a«lor yours, 

arnest Allen Conaally 
d i e f , Office of Arclieolo^y 

and Historic Prescnratico 

Haclosurct 

Eotered In tlie Sstional Regicter 

' y 

y- cc: --j: 

.1 RGamble :mm 

-yti^-%rr'y,y'y-: 
• v ? * * - " ' ^ 
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' JUL U 1970 

Son. Hbrgsiret H. Seekler 
fiouM of Represezxtatlvee 
Wa îiẑ ftOQ, D. C. 

Dear >Srs. Hetidert 

We ere pleased to inftans you that]f5gbtca3 Rock ]ln Bristol County, 

!ias6achV0ettG, has bc«a i^xdrntcd by the State Liaiaon Offlctar 

appointed by the Oovomar tor the Itig l̂maentatlon of the Satioaal 

Historic SreeervBtlon Program in Maeaocniiaette and has beoi entered 

into tte nstioxial Register of Historic Places. ScxtRtors Mvard M. 

Kenaedy and Edr̂ ard W. Brooke have also been provided w i ^ thle < 

Infojnaation. 5y copy of this letter, the State Liaison Officer, 

ikm. John F. X. Davoreo, Seeretary of tlie Coenxaovaalthf Chairtaea, 

Muaoeliuaetts aiatwical Coiicdssic^i, Boston, ^faasachusetts OGI33, 

haa likewise b««& notified. A leaflet explaining the liK^tiooal Hegister 

i s enclosed. 

• i* '̂--.,' r - V \ , .V./ Siaccarely yours, ' 

iM- (SGD) GeORGE 3. HARTZOG, X 

Director 

JiiL 1 1970 
Inteired in t i^ Sational Regleter 

cc: 
Hon. John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, Chairman, 

Massachusetts Historical Conimission, Boston, Massachusetts 02133 

Director, Airtheeat Be^on 



July 16, 1970 

Miss Elizabeth Dipple 
Office of Archeology and 

His t o r i c Preservation 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C., 20006 

Dear Miss Dipple: 

This is to confirm the data I telephoned to you. 
Moswetusset Hummock's address is Squantum Street, Quincy, 
about 1000 feet northeast of i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n with Mor­
rissey Boulevard. 

Dighton Rock: Dighton Rock State Park, Berkeley, one mile 
west of Bay View Avenue. 

Also enclosed is a photocopy of the clipping from the 
Worcester Telegram about Elm Park, about which I spoke to 
you. I t reached me by chance from friends i n Worcester. 

Thank you fo r your help on t h i s 

Sincerely, 

Richard W. Hale Jr.' 

/ 

Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enclosure 

RWH/st 



' • i t - : : I 

lioa. Claiborne Foil 
United otutes ocuate 
wodhingUoa, D.C. 

Dear Senator Pell: 

•iSJ<: 

Th2x± you f o r your recent l e t t e r on behaJ.f o f Jd.8S H. Ida Scusa 
cc.ncemin.;» t l ; ^ nsefi f o r archoolis/jical invAstlsaticns at,D1U:htc5 
T̂ -̂ 5̂ ]v. 'iTiS eaigs-.a o f Di2;btctt And ap5^al3 f o r reco-jnitiott oV ôs 
being of nfitl>>nai h iu tor lea l siiraifl-.raace have been presented to 
the Dopartv.snt of the Iatsrii.*r on a uxeucer o f ocoaaioas dvirinj; 
recent yc^j-s. Uiifortunateiy, according to archeological experts 

hJive sttalisd th<£f Cirvio ja, tiiare eoa ba no certainty o f i t :^ 
hist«ric;Ai value despiwi the Porbogaeae Chroniclea vhlch la i ieate 
thJit i t could have been ixissible f o r Manuel Ccr terc^ to ha/e 
irujcribed tiie rn'-ye. i n I 3 I I . ; i thout reiij::vJUi>.ble suthsnticaticn, uî  
f«;4i that Uiitlonal x-eeognitlun vould be prfc-sature. Such was i n 
pyrt the oplnioii of titS .^avisviy 2ioard if* l-,o2. With theoo c c n i i -
t loaa, archooloaic-rOL in'/esti/jaticoa under tlw isegis of t ^ Federal 
Govemaeot could not be warrontad* 

.AS tm altemative upproarh, uie ifoxild Bu-:3ĉ 3t an e f f ' . j r t the c i t i s - . 
o f llossacinisetts to h.v/e D l ^ t o n Pock entailed i n tho l i s t c f hiaUn i ' 
cal luiidoarks f o r the Ccaa:«>uveiilth. This wxuld t t i l l under the pur. .i 
c f the H.-.ncrabla John P. X. Davt^n, bec-ret-^ry cf tha Cotsaoawe.atiu 
Clialr*ia, Jiassacimaetts His tor ical Coptaieslon, Pcstca, liaasasi 

3̂8 hope that these VICTO s i l l bo o f acew vulua i n ywxr repl^ to 

Sincerely yuura. 

Director 

i^Glosere (Constituent's l e t t e r retumed) 

cc: 
CL, Mr. Holley )w/c of inc . 
D i r . , Northeast ) 
KA, ILr. oxi-iderth) 
LL, i i f . Meivin j " 

FNP:WESudderth:Iwt:T-I6-7O CL-5220 







JUL 7 zn 

n30-IIR 

Hon. John P. X. Dawron 
Sr;cretari' o f tho Cor^xinvroalth 
Chair-nruii, .'•iassachusatts U i s t o r i c a l Comiesion 
O^fica of the Secretary 
State I'ous?? 

Dos-ton, Massachustttts 02133 

Dffar Kr, Dsv?3r<?n: 

Ko are ploassd to i n f o m you t h a t tho h i K t o r l c p ropf t r t l c s l i s t e d on 

the encloouro have bê sn place-l on the National Eegister o f H i s to r i c 

Places. Sfinators "dward M. Fennisdy and i''.-Jvard Brooke and the 

ap r ro r r i a to riepracontattvoa £ro being InforEiod. A l e a f l e t o rp la in i sg 

tho i. 'ational Hcalcter i s enclo.'iecl f o r e.ich o f the prorerlty o'cmcvs. 

l^loane withhold any p u b l i c i t y en t h i n u r . t l l yoa l:iave recoived a carh-on 

copy o f the Congressional corrcprondoinco. 

Cincorcly yours. 

Kncloisures 

Entered In tho Jiational Register 

[ Sifeiisd} 

Direc tor 

JUL O •f<^' 1971 

cc: 
HR 

PDITe xrr i ck: nm 6/20/71 BASIC FILU RETAIIJED IN HR 



Properties atldcd to tha Kational Peoistor of Historic Plnccs 

KAssAcnusErrs 

Cambridga Heighiborliood rouse 

"Old Jail=' 

Fuller (Margaret) House 

Dlahton Rock 

Middlesex Co'.inty 
Canliridge, Siaseachusette 

Barnstable, lUissachusetts 

Middlesex Ccunty 
C&Eibriduc, {Massachusetts 

Bristol County 
E-erkley, !5assachusetts 





Properties added t o the fTational Register o f H i s t o r i c Places 

Csinbridge tioiglitorhood House 

"Old J a i l " 

Pu l l e r (Margaret) House 

.^Dighton Rock 

Jllddiecex County 
Canbridge, Jlassachusetts 

Bamstcible/ liaasachuoetts 

Jiifidle.»es County 
Camy^ridge, Massachusetts 

Brir.tol County 
rerkiey, Massachusetts 
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V Confidential Data . ':yy ^^^"-y^ y 

A. Suggested development: 

No development is suggested or recommended exclusive of the possi­

bilities for preservation which have been discussed under-IV, F. The 

present holdings of the Old Colony Historical Society of Taunton are 

adequate to provide a right-of-way to the rock and for possession of the 

rock itself. These requirements are the maximum so long as the rock is 

to be considered primarily an object of archaeological or scientific 

interest and to be preserved for further study and investigation. In the 

event, however, the Delabarre theory should ever receive complete acceptance 

and the object and site become as significant for the Age of Exploration as 

Plymouth Rock is today for the Colonial Period or Age of Settlement, acqui­

sition of several acres on the shore behind the rock and the elimination 

of at least three summer cottages would be advisable. 

B. Estimated cost of management and protection: ' TIV '. ' ^ 

If left exposed as at present, no costs for management or protection 

of Dighton Rock would be necessary. The initial cost of building a coffer 

\ dam and/or barrier described under IV, F., might be considerable, with an 

annual allotment of several hundred dollars for upkeep and maintenance. 

Any larger development, of course, involving the acquisition of shore 

property would require the presence of personnel for management and pro­

tection and increase accordingly the annual costs. 

C. Evaluation of the history or archaeological significance of the site 
for historic site survey purposes: 

Unless the Delabarre theory ascribing some figures of the inscription 

on Dighton Rock to the Portuguese explorer, Miguel Cortereal, in the year 



1511 is f inally accepted, we believe any basis on which i t might be 

considered for national recognition to be very slender. The Indian 

pictographs and the lack of certainty as to whether they were inscribed 

in the pre-Columbian period or not until after the arrival of the white 

man is a problem to be solved by archaeologists. Offhand, we would 

question the importance of the Indian pictographs, whether they date 

before or after Columbus or Cortereal, but would be satisfied to accept 

the verdict of an archaeologist who has specialized in the field of 

petroglyphs. 

In connection specifically with the Delabarre theory as to the Cortereal 

inscription, the methods of archaeology are also needed before any fact of 

outstanding historical significance may be established. I t i s more than a 

quarter of a century since Professor Delabarre's investigation was per-

fomed. Archaeologists have reviewed his research, yet insofar as we have 

been able to determine no thoroughly searching, independent and objective 

investigation has been made by a specialist in petroglyphs. as a check 

against Professor Delabarre's work, nor any attempt to improve on the 

excellent f l a s h l i ^ t reproductions of Professor Delabarre's day. Such a 

project, even i f unfruitful with regard to establishing any important 

historical associations in the Age of Exploration, would at least give 

the proponents of the Delabarre theory food for thought and dispell, once 

and for a l l , any misconceptions to the effect that participation by archaeo­

logists has been limited simply to sterile sneering aod unconstructive 

commentary. 

After Professor Delabarre's book appeared in 1928, archaeologists wrote 

reviews and were as charitable as the uncertainty of intemal evidence would 



permit. The key review was probably written by Charles C. Willoughby, 

Director Qneritus, Peabody Museum of American Archaeology and Ethnology, 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts. His review appeared 

initially in The Nev/ England Quarterly for July, 1929> and was repeated 

with minor changes in the American Anthropologist for July-September, 1929. 

Director EHeritus Willoughby thought Dighton Rock "probably the most famous 

object of archaeological interest in America" and Professor Delabarre's 

book "a valuable contribution to New England archaeology, whether or not 

the reader is able to accept a l l the author's conclusions, which are 

presented in a clear and interesting manner". With regard to the 

deciphering of letters by Professor l)elabarre, he wrote " a few of the 

characters can be traced without difficulty in his illustrations, but 

the majority of them appear to be too obscure for unqualified acceptance". 

A review by Truman Michelson in the American Historical Review for 

January, 1930, printed with permission of the Secretary of the Smithsonian 

Institution, followed the opinion already expressed by Willoughby and even 

referred to the latter's review in the American Anthropologist. "Truth 

compels me to state" concluded Michelson, "that a very few characters may 

have values assigned by Dr. Delabarre, but the rest can not be accepted". 

A similar attitude was taken by Julian H, Steward, Bureau of American 

Ethnology, in a comprehensive article on "Petroglyphs of the United States" 

printed in the Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution. 1936, pages 

405-A25, Steward is particularly helpful in describing the problem of 

accuracy in reproducing the characters or lines of petroglyjAis. The 

following paragraph, page 411, states the problem generally and also calls 

attention to Dighton Rock: 



"It should be remarked at this point that the mere 

recording of entirely genuine petroglyphs is usually fraught ' 

with possibilities of errors, A good photograph of the 

untouched inscriptions is best. Often, however, when it is 
i 

impossible to procure a clear photograph, i t is necessary to 

chalk in the lines i f the design is carved. This introduces 

a real possibility that the person will chalk so as to idealize 

or that he will see what is actually not there. The greatest 

danger is in copying, in which one tends unconsciously to record 

what he thinks the petJToglyph is intended to be, not what it 

really is. Distortions in hand drawings are particularly patent 

in the many reproductions of Dighton Rock, each person slightly 

falsifying the real inscriptions to fit his preconceived idea 

of what they represent," 

Professor Delabarre had the benefit of as good reproductions as i t 

was possible to obtain at the time his work was done through the use of 

flashlight photography. Insofar as we are aware, no charges of distortion 

or falsification have ever been levelled at Professor Delabarre's work. 

The problem has been rather that of unwillingness to accept Professor 

Delabarre's conjectures where lines are indistinct or missing on his 

photographs. It is this point of view, we believe. Steward expresses 

when he describes, page 410, "Some of the post-Columbian names and dates" 

Professor Delabarre claimed to have found on Dighton Rock as "not entirely 

convincing". 

4V 



We got a somewhat similar reaction from Douglas S. Byers, Director 

of the Robert S. Peabody Foundation for Archaeology at Phillips Academy, 

Andover, Massachusetts, when we discu98ed the Delabarre theory with him 

on October 14. Byers said that the integrity of"" Prof essor Delabarre had 

never been questioned by archaeologists. It was simply a matter of being 

unable to say that his conjectures, which contain a high degree of proba­

bility, had been proved or could be proved on the basis of the intemal 

evidence provided by the inscription on the rock. Byers went on to point 

to the unenviable position any professional archaeologist would expose 

himself if he should take the stand that the Delabarre theory had been 

proved. Moreover, he was not optimistic about any new techniques or methods 

of archaeology that would be an improvement on Professor Delabarre's approach 

to the problem. 

Byers feels that the preservation of Dighton Rock should be assured, 

and said that he would deplore the presence of any undesirable exploitation 

just as much as Mr, Aguas. He was inclined to favor removal of the rock 

either to a museum or to a dry place on the shore nearby where it would be 

more accessible for observation. "It is not doing anyone any good where 

it is now, covered up most of the time by the tide" he said. The rock 

would be difficult to dislodge, he thought, but hoisting equipment on a 

barge during an unusually high tide in the fall or spring miĝ t do the job. 

Byers called attention to the scarcity of Indian petroglyphs in New 

England and the importance of preserving Dighton Rock for this reason if 

no other. He tended to rank the rock higher in this connection than we 

hare in a prior paragraph of this section. Petroglyphs studied by archaeo­

logists in other parts of the country, we gather, are now-commonly attributed 



to the Indians before they had contact with the white man. Byers intimated 

that this may well be the case with some of the picture-writing on Dighton 

Rock, but i t has not been proved. Sqch a theory does not coincide with 

that of Professor Delabarre who concluded the "Indian records belong,,., 

in a l l probability, to the period extending from about I64O to about 1675". 

(See Di^ton Rock, page 185), 

f')-- r*. ^® hoped also to talk with Frederick Johnson, an associate of Dr. 

Byers under the Peabody Foundation for Archaeology. Unfortunately, Dr, 

Johnson was absent on a f ield tr ip . Byers was able to t e l l us, however, 

that Johnson had performed exploratory work before the recent war on Grassy 

Island, an Indian camp site of a thousand years or more ago now lying sub-

'- merged at high tide in the Taunton River less than a quarter of a mile 

north of Dighton Rock, The fact that the camp site is now under water at 

high tide, sometimes to a depth of three feet or more, is strong evidence 

i f not proof that Dighton Rock was at one time above the reach of the tides 

or at least so situated that rock-carvers had more time between tides to 

practice their craft than they would today. Byers thought Johnson had been 

interested in Dighton Rock primarily in connection with the problem of tide 

levels and that he had made no especial investigation of the inscription 

upon i t . 

Dr. Henry F . Howe, a physician of Cohasset, Massachusetts, has acquired 

some reputation as an amateur historian of New England, especially for the 

'periods of exploration and settlement. His book, Prologue to New England, 

was published in 1943 and Salt Rivers of the Massachusetts Shore last year. 

We had the opportunity to discuss the subject of Dighton Rock with Dr. Howe 



at Plymouth, Massachusetts, on September 26 when we appeared on the same 

program at the annual New England Conference of the American Association 

of Museums, Dr. Howe is greatly interes'ted in Dighton Rock and has been 

to see it many times with friends of his who are members of the Massachu­

setts Archaeological Society, a group banded together for the purpose of 

making field trips and studying archaeological sites and objects in the 

state. Dr, Howe feels that the Inscription on Dighton Rock is apt to 

remain a mystery for some time and, perhaps, forever unless i t is possible 

to develop techniques more proficient than any available now to bring out 

the details of the letters upon which Professor Delabanre's conjectures 

are built. Dr, Howe repeated to us the substance of what he had already 

written on pages 8 and 21 of his Prologue to New England, 

October 18, 1952 

Edwin W. Small 
Superintendent 
Salem Maritime National Historic Site 
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8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (aire best sources: gite location of manuscripts and rare works) 
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Goanlsslon on Dighton Bock", signed by Joseph Hartshorn, U. S. Geological Survey 
and Frederick Johnson, B. S. Paabody Fouadatloa. 
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DIGHTON ROCK (25-71-00006-00). Dighton 
Rock State Park, Bristol Co. State ownership. 
A rock marked with cryptic inscriptions of un­
known meaning and origin that have presented 
an historical mystery since the 17th century. 
Construction of a facility to protect the rock 
from air damage and discoloration. $10,720.50. 


