Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries —complete applicable sections)
1. NAME
C OMMON :

Dightnn Rock

AND/OR HISTORIC

Mass
COUNTY:
Bristol
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

iz. LOCATION e >y Cong. District 19 CLAR--A
""MEEV AND NUMBER in Dighton Kock iit&te Park, bounded as follows: [rin-rAen o HAM
anH rnn orI r*n +n0 nrMA+Yi - Axroo-|- orvn+‘h%\ ﬁ_onn+|’\M 5T Tan-», H . P-4 Lh !
éﬁ) d]{ ? o]p i north, west, sout the Taunton River, Bn tke ec-s by cha
post ence in approximate location of original river ban
STATE Boi-kleyn n )
CODE COUNTY: CODE
M assachusetts 25— Bristol
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
«  District +  Building S  Public Public Acquisition: I 1 Occupied Yes:
g] Site «  Structure ¢  Private 11 In Process I | Unoccupied *+  Restricted
/ A Object «  Both 1 | Being Considered K| Preservofion work H  Unrestricted
in progress * No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural I | Government e Pork I 1 Tronsportotion ED Comments
1 | Commercial [ 1 Industrial | | Private Residence S Ovher (-Specify;
i | Educational *  Military I | Religious site
1 | Entertainment I 1 Museum I 1 Scientific
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWN ER'S N AME:
nommonwealth of Massachusetts (Dept. of Natural Resournes)
STREET AND NUMBER
100 Cambridge Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston 25
1$. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
Department of Natvural Resources
STREET AND NUMBER: ®
TAO Cambridge Street 0
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Boston M assachusetts 25
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of Historic Assets
DATE OF SURVEY: *  Federol g State +  County * Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
M assachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
nffinfi nf thp. SRP.rfitary, Stditp TTonpp
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston M assachusetts 25



7 DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent . Good . Fair S Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins O Unexposed
(Check  One) (Check  One)

CONDITION

Altered Unaltered [53 Moved . Origirol Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Dighton Rock is located in a state park in Berkley, Massachusetts, on the banks
of the Taunton River. The Rock is gray, feldspathlc boulder weighing approximately
50 tons. The exposed surface of the Rock has dimensions of 10 x 10 x 5feet. One
face of the rock has abroad, smooth, sloping surface on which numerous cryptic
inscriptions and symbols have been carved.

Formerly the boulder was inthe tidal waters of the Taunton River where the
inscriptions sijffered increasing water damage. In 19(®, the Massachusetts Depart
ment of Natural Resources raised the stone to its present level and constructed a
landfill under it, forming a promontory. The Rock is now reddening through chemical
reaction with certain iron compounds inthe air and is in danger of drying out and
crumbling. The Department of Natural Resources proposes to stop these weathering
processes by erecting abuilding over Dighton Rock to serve as a protective shelter
and also as atourist center interpreting the Rock's history. o
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U
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171

StGNfFICANCE
PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian | S 16fh Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century E ''"'7i Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and  Kitofwn)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 1 1 Education « Political [ 1 Urbon Planning
[ 1 Prehistoric [ 1Engineer!ng e« Religion/Phi- H Other fSpeciW
Historic [ 1 Industry losophy eXploration
r~l Agriculture 1 1 Invention e Science
I | Architecture 1 1 Londscape . Sculpture
Art Architecture e Socio I/Humon-
I 1 Commerce 171 Literoture itorian
| | Communications Military "1 - Thooter
LJ Cooservotion e jylusic in Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The origin of the petroglyphs on the surface of Dighton Rock is one of America's
historic mysteries. These pecked incisions on the feldspathic boulder are apparently
a combination of alphabetic and pictorial symbols. Rev. John'Davenport first copied
the figuresin 1680 and interested Cotton Mather intheir study. In 1690, Mather
described the Rock " filled with strange characters which would suggest as odd
thoughts about them.. .as there are odd shgpes inthat elaborate monument...."
More than 600 books and articles on Dighton Rock have appeared since Mather first
wrote, advancing some 35 theories as to the source of the inscriptions. Various
theories' ascribe the petroglyphs to natural weathering, to Viking explorers, to
pirates and to the Japanese, Chinese, Phoenicians, Scythians, Eg3“tians, Romans,
Hebrews, and local Indian tribes.

The explanation of the Rock currently most popular is that givenby the late
Professor E.B.Delabarre. Professor Delabarre was convinced that the inscriptions
were the Latin record of avisit made to the Rock by the lost Portuguese explorer
Miguel Corte-Real. Corte-Real's ship disappeared off the coast of Newfoundland
in 1502. Delabarre believed he had found inthe inscriptions Corte-Real's name, a
Portuguese cross and adate—1511. A local Indian legend also tells of strange men
in a wooden house who came up the river and fought with the natives. Despite wide

tance of this explanation, however, other of the theories persist and itNOW geeng
unlikely that there will ever be definitive evidence in support of any one of them.

il X>CY\-forTIr* CBAN" iVS~ot/ rrhor-A, lo/llr/r* , N Shis. 3 -f'lIr))



9. MAJOR BISLIOGRAPHJCAL REFERENCES

Delabarre, E. B. Dighton Rock, a Sudy of the Written Rocks of New En}clland
New York, 1928r ~ *

Hurd, D.H. History of Bristol County. Philadelphia, 1883.
Pohl, Dr.Frederick. The Viking Explorers. New York, 1966.

WPA. Massachusetts. Boston, 1937.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OFA PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LON GITUDE LATITUDE LON GI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds pegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NV 41 ° 48' 46" 71° 06' 38 "
NE
SE
SV

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OTOIQMINATED PROPERTY: Jggg tbaU OUC acCroO
ILIST ALL STATES AND-COON rVfeji*VpR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
COUNTY

AN AN AN AN o,
/0 COUNTY:

COUNTY:

11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Richard W. Hale, Jr., Acting Chairman

ORGANI ZATION

M assachusetts Historical Commission March 30, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston M assachusetts 2N
;]2. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTIFICA |IION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

« ATE

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer fortheNa-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public L aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it hasbeen
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology skid Historic Pr~ervatioH

National State ~ Local .
Date
Name ATTEST:/
secretary'of the Commonweslth '
Chairman, Mass. Historical
Title r.ninTniHpinn
Keepdi of TheHa
March 30, 1971 Date

Bate

3 38
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1 13 MY n M PARKS

ADVALIC3 GCPY
QOVER KO tol EF
v 1
TAa . The AsBlstant to tiie President
FRM "secretary of tha Interior

Problem To reply to the letter of I-iay 3 frcmDr, Mjauel Luciano
ttailva. Secretary-Treasurer of the Mguel Corte Keai tlijijorial
Society, Inc., Nev Bedi."orcl, MasBachusette, eskling for A sericaA ir.
rscognitioa of the iE portance of O-.htonJRock end eusgesting »
statecicui by XXA Presideat on theTiil>ject, possibly at the o*Xe*
bratiai in honor of Prince Henry the Kavigator in Lishon, -
Portugal, during the President's proiposed visit to Rorti;iza»'""i?

Di scussion: The D ghton Rock i s a gray, nassive, sandstone rock
of aDQut; iidOcubic feet in content, voighing about 40 toas, oa
the eastem bank of the Taunton River within the Tovn_of Berkley
end County of Bristol, i-iisc&chusetts. |t appears to bear |naiaE
tad' Gt her inscriptions, dfforts'to decipher viilch have been
repeateoly laade olnce 1630 |t lifsbeen clfiiced by ecce thit it
bears the n&" of the i”ortusuese explorer mguel Corte Real .
(Cortereal), the date Ipll, and the Portuguese coat of ons. Th«
feet that 620or Bore articles or books, discussing the Rock and
its neaniu/”, have been -witten in several |anguages i s indicative
of the cof-"ilicated mture and in*pcrtance of the problem As yet,
scholars are not agreea. The Advisory Board on National Pariss,
Historic i>tc-s, Buildin.i,s, and Koiiucents, crested ur:der the
authority of the HistoricSites Act of August 21, 1935 ("9 Stat.
666), took the viev in 1952 that the problea retains unsol ved.

['r-3lo,-ent? Tior™;, | f you sign the attached letter and Dr. da Silva
fciua tiie *.j-r-%e historical report he hns offered to send, the
report cr-i: be forjarced to the riaticnal Park Service, which vill
be A to study it and keep i t on file with other data relating
to the Rock.

PeMor-rjsndatlcn; That the attached draft of a letter be used in

replying toi.r. oa Silva (Tdb A). & . -

Gopy to: Q3O esPm ft'CD -A)-n-"U-" - e
Asst. Sec, Pub. Land Mynt. WU rhul u. "W AYAAAAXA,
Division of Legislation 3 ¢ e

Under Secretary
Resi oaal Director, Region Fire )

HFS* anni ng ) Each vith copy of InecBicg
lidfuQh of History )

CvMorterineh 5/1060
PRS 9M3H



Dear Er. da Silvaj ol [N

Presi dent E senhower appreciates your letter of Kay " to'tIm

wi th enclosure regarding the iEgportance of D ghton Rock on the
Taunton River in Berkley, Ifessachusetts, ae wl | as your interest
In hisproposed visit to Portugal and hisefforts tofoster M

intemation®i| goodwl|»

Vhil e the President has ixot personal |y Bade a study of the
fascinating prcbleaafforded by the'inscriptions on Dght(» Rock,
the Satlonal Park Service of the Departsent of the Interior aade
such a study in 1952 oa the basis of which the Advisory Ec»rd

on Kational Parks, Historic Sites, Buil ding, atd | kmiaents passea
the follow ngresolution at its i&eeting i nVashlngtoa® Q G« on
Koveober 17-13 of that year:

"The Advisory Board having considered the fascinating
probl ea presented by the inscribed D ghton Rock i n
Ber kl ey, Hassj &husetts, and having found that the
researcijes of FroTesaor Del abarre between 1919-23,

i dencifying certain J3.rkiniia as Pcrtuauese, have as
yet net been EeiieraIIR/ accei “ted, believesthat Jud"-
Icut inthe esse should be suspeeked until new tech-
ni ques are devised for recording tee carkin® on the
roci or veys aid sjeans found to perait a satisfactory
erination cf the iiiscripticns cow exposed for onl

a chert tiae at lowtide. Inthe teantLflLe, i tisthe
view of the Board that the Ad Golony Historical
Society and the ijtate of Kassuchusetts rather than the
Federal GomTa'jet shoul d preserve the rock and protect
it fr@Q vandals, so far as possible."”

A JN ANATSA L



It appears fromthis that the Federal GoverriBEent cannot very veil

gi ve special recognition tothe Dighton Rock at this tioe ' because

general agresiiient does not exist aaong schoiara in this Gountry

regardi Dy thesignificance of the Roi;k, For the sane reason,

the President could not esjpress an American point of viewon o T
the subject at the forthcocdjas cel ebrations in Lishon without ;|

becci ning i nvol ved in possi bl e controversy. About all he cou

say is that ve are keenly interested inthe historic possiblll-
ties afforded by the i nscriptions onthe Rock and are conti nui n
tostudy theai. Inthis connection, veshall beglad tohave
copy of the 20- page hi storical report which you offer tosend

lis* Vewant togive all possible honor tothe iiaportant cont
but| oof I of Prince Henry the Havi gat or and M guel Corte Real w
achl evenents are genui nely appreci ated by the Aj aBri can pccrp

......... : . V Sincerely yours, M

The Assistant tothe President

Dr* Muel Luciano da Silva
Secretary-Treasurer, Mguel Corte
Real Ketorial Society, Inc»

?« 0. Rcs 613
Hev Bedf ord, Kassachusetta



Dear . daSilva: o o ' e

VW& deeply appreciate your letter of June 30w th its acccmpanyl ng
report i nfurtlicr support of therequest taade In your letter of ; -
Ilay 3 toPresident Esenlioxrar asking for Presidential “fecognition

of theinportance of D ghton Roc®, Berkley, |lasoachusetts.

The report and recent historical literature dealing with the

Di ght on Rock have been st udi ed vith care. It voul d appear that
scholars inthis Country and abroad have not yet agreed ontlie. ,
true taeani ng and significance of the Rock, Inthe circunstancea,

it xToul d bepremature for the Presi dent of the United States to
publicly visit itand ma! ce a statenent of his own regardl ns its

hi storical iioportance, although the kind invitation to nalte th
visit isappreciated. Forthe aacm reason, the Federal Govcnoent
launable at this tinme to participate inthe plan of preservation
recosnended onpages 50-S5 of the report, vhlch voul d provi de for
a cofferdata, nonuaantatioa, |andsc”lng, and tfwseuas dcvel opta

at the site. R T

Vc ere interested that thelnternational Gongress tobeheldin
Lishon in Septenbcr 1960 i s expected togointo tlie history of

tho Di “tca Racji inccriptioas. It is our hope that thediscussion
in Portu2al i8y result i n throwng additional light on the

fascinating probl ea vbich the narkinss on the Rock afford.
Sincerely yours,

Tha Assistant tothe President

Dr. Minusl Luclcr-o da Silva

S5ecri2cary-Tv.a..;ur-.r, tlitj -*i Corte Ce
Real Memorial Society, Inc. Ve "ANNMAK

?. 0, Box 6A8 '

Kev Bedford, Massachusetts
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PAR'3
"S»t . J JU 18 1980
v GVERKG fel EF ¢ ol
TQ Tlio Assistant to the Presicieut , o L
FITQli--""->"Secretary of the Interior,.,,rr*.rrn P /\;\ MDAHL

Problem Torch'ly to tiic letter of June 30froa Dr. |lanual Luciano
da Silva, Secretai'y-Treasuror of the Mguel Corte Real Maraorlal
Cocicty, Inc., Wru LadJford, Massacl aisetts, i nfurther reference
to his letter of May 3 to Presidont Ei senhower asking for ,
A-ieri.can recor™nitiou of the iBportanco of D'”hton Rock and Iyf-inn
Invitins tlie i*resiccnt tovisit the Eock oa AuMust 20 for
the purpose of view ns the inscriptions and issuing his own .
opinionretardin® tlxa Rock's aisnificaacc, presumably for
tho purpose of encouraging its preservationthrough tlie

*

Federal Covernsient. . o

_piReussion; Tho Dighton Rock i s agray, laassivo, sandstone rocke
of about A3 cubic feet incontent, wigliins about AOtons, *

on the eastern bank of the Taunton River vrttUin tha Town .
of Bericley, Massachufietts. |t appears to bear Indian and

: other inscriptions, efforts to decipher which have been
repeatedly nade since 1G0. | thas been claiaed by sone that

It bears the narne of the Portu™ucse explorer Kiguel Corte
Real (Cortereal), the date 1511, and the Portuguese coat of
anna. About 600 or tiore articles or books, discussing the
Rock and its uicanlns, have been \7rlttcn i n several |anguages
and have arrived at widely difierent conclusions over the
years, ilie Advisory Board onKatlonal Parks, Historic Sites,
Baildlai;s, and Mniracnts, created under the authority of the
Historic Sites Act of Auyunt 21, 1535 (49 Stat. 666), con-
cluded in 1932 that tha riddle of tha Eocic reniaincd unsol ved.
An iniportiiint study. The Enicna of Dighton Rock, ' in Ancrican
Horlta a, Jur.e 123G po, 62 ecseq., shows that scholars are
still indiaajreenent.

Implener.tation; The National Park Serv-lccvill beglad"to file
t:ie report with Service data on Dighton Roc*, i fso desired,

Reeocngndation; That the attached draft of aletter beused in

replying to Dr. da Silva (Tab A). »
Copy to: DBOO Resional Director, Reg. Flva )
I-M NPS* I anni ng ) Bach wc of inc.
DR NJrhanch of History )
S

CWPorterrmeh  7-13-60



LS8-HH March 1, 1968

Bristol Coujity Medical Center
1180 ilopc Street
Bristol, Rliods Island 02809

Dr. fj»nuol Luciano da Silva 1

Dear Or. da Silva:

O behal f of Vice President }hcSprey, thank you for your recent
letter concerning DO ghton Fock in Berkley, Mssachusetts.

Historic sites and buildings established as units of the National
Park Systea snut bo judged to possess rntional historical signl-
ficajice and to Eeet standards of suitability and feasibility for
park purposes as well. Legislationin the Gongress i s ordinarily
required to authorize the establishaieat of areas admnistered by
the National Park Service.

The detoTsinaticn of national historical significancei s nade by
the Secretary of the Interior iwdcr authority of the Historic Sites
Act of August 21, 1S3S (49 Stat. 666). HE.chdcterninatioas are
(Bual |y based oa t30 recojasendations of the Secretary's Advisory
Board on National Parks, Hi storic Sites, Eiiildings, and Monunents.
The Advisory Board considered Dighton Rock in 192 and concl uded
that itspreservation should be tjio responsibility of the Qd

(ol ony Mstorical Society and the (g norwoal th of Massachusetts
rather than the Federal Govemisent.

The National HistoricPreservation Act of 1966 (P. L. 89-665),

whi ch aut horises aatchin® grants for historic preservation projects,
cay evcntvialiybe a source of financial assistancefor the preserva-
tion of Ot'hton Kock. To assure that proper consideration 1s ”iven
toitsiiidUSon Qi the National Resristcer, you nay wsh to get lu
touch witij the State Liaison Oficer nal.ed by the Governor of
t-tassachu-setts to cirry out the State's resportsibilitics under

P L 6D665 .&ist.shn John F. X Davoredi, Secretary of the
(oaaonweal th, G airaan, .”iassachusetts H storical Coiamssioa,

Bost on, Massachusetts 02155.



He appreciate your continuing interest inthe preservation
of Dghton Rock, andwp wore glad tosupply this Information
to you.

Sincerely yours/' -

sl Ror-:Thi. ulx/

Robet M. Utley
Chief Jiistorian

cc:
Regional Director, NEwcinc.

/HH - wcinc.
HP - M. Sarles wcinc.

FBSar | esr ny X









JUIG 130

iion. F. X. Davoann /[ .V
MusxidJacy of the Cocsaooveslth
Chaannnn

i4aasachilaetto Historical Coisaiaaioii
Bo8t<»i, ida«ai«husetts 02133

Dear Daroren: o- L Y[M--\N-Y iy y Tyn ~ |
Wearc plitsed to iaf*ir™ yan thigt the hisd”xrle properties listed on
tlul» eoeXosure hmrn been placed m the Sstional |™Miater of iilstooric
FXeces. Seoatora Mwerd M. Keamedy and EOusxd W. Srooke and the
a\piarafgaate JfagjoresvatoUvea have also been ziotlfled. Plewe vitLt*

hold any pidbXldty QQ Hhia vattil you have jreeeiTed a ett™oa oojy of

the Ccaai”"salonal. coer Tecpondeice. V"™

VvV AN N «wxa«lor yours,

arnest Allen Conaally
dief, Office of Arclieolo™y
and Historic Prescnratico

Haclosur ct

Eotered In tlie Sstional Regicter
CC "j 'yti/\'%rr'y,yly':

RGamble mm 6/~/70 BASC FILE KBCARED IK HR
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H30-aF
‘JUL U 190

Son. Hbrgsret H. Seekler

fiouM of Represezxtatlvee

Wa iz \ftoQ, D. C.

Dear >Ss Hetidert

We ere pleased to inftans you that]f5gbtca3 Rock JIn Bristol County,
liasbachVOettG, has bc«a i*xdrntcd by the State Liaiaon Offlctar
appointed by the Oovomar tor the Itighlmaentatlon of the Satioaal
Historic SreeervBtlon Program in Maeaocniiaette and has beoi entered
into tte nstioxial Register of Historic Places. ScxtRtors Mvard M.
Kenaedy and Edr*ard W. Brooke have also been provided wi” thle <
Infojnaation. 5y copy of this letter, the State Liaison Officer,
ikm. John F. X. Davoreo, Seeretary of tlie Coenxaovaalthf Chairtaea,
Muaodliuaetts aiatwical Coiicdssc’i, Boston, “faasachusetts OGI33,

haa likewise b«& notified. A leaflet explaining the l[iK"tiooal Hegister

is enclosed.
o N-r- VO, VY Siaccar ely yours, '
IM- (SGD) GeORGE 3.HARTZOG, X
Director
JiiL 1 1970

Inteired in ti™ Sational Regleter

cC:
Hon. John F. X Davoren, Secretary of the Cormonweal th, Chairnan,
Massachusetts Historical Conimssion, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Director, Airtheeat Be”on



July 16, 1970

M ss Elizabeth Dipple
Office of Archeol ogy and
Historic Preservation
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
801 19th Street, N W
Washington, DO C, 20006

Dear M ss Dipple:

This i stoconfirm thedata | tel ephonedto you.
Moswet usset Hurmmock' s address 1 s Squantum Street, Quincy,
about 1000 feet northeast of its intersection with Mor-
rissey Boul evard.

Di ghton Rock: Dighton Rock State Park, Berkeley, one mle
west of Bay Vi ew Avenue.

Also encl osed i s a photocopy of the cli pﬂi ng fromthe
Worcester Tel egram about El mPark, about which | spoket o
you. | t reached ne by chance fromfriends in Worcester.

Thank you f or your help on this

Sincerely,

Richard W Hale Jr.'

Acting Chairnan
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure

RWH st



fiSJ<:

lioa. d ai borne Foil
United ot ut es ocuate
wodhi nglba, D C

Dear Senator Pell:

Th2x+ you for your recent letter on behalf of JW8SH. Ida Scusa
cc.ncemin.;» tl;* nsefi for archoolis/jical invAstlsaticns at,D1U:htc5
V8. TS edgs.a of Di2;btctt And ap5™al3 for reco-jnitiott oV ds
being of nfiti>>nai hiutorleal siiraifl-.raace have been presented to
the Dopartv.snt of the latsrii.*r on a uxeucer of ocoaaioas dvirinj;
recent yc"j-s. Uiifortunateiy, according to archeological experts

hidve sttalisd tx# Cirvio ja, tiiare eoa ba no certainty of it:»
hist«ric;Ai value despiwi the Porbogaeae Chroniclea vhich laiieate
thJdit it could have been ixissible for Manuel Ccrterc® to hale
irujcribed tite m-ye in [311. ;ithout raij:vlJi>blesuthsnticaticn, u”
f«;4i that Uiitlonal x-eeognitlun vould be prfc-sature. Such weas in
pyrt the oplnioii of titS .~avisviy 2ioard if* |-,02. With theoo ccnii-
tloaa, archooloaic-rOL in'/esti/jaticoa under tlw isegis of t * Federal
Govemaeot could not be warrontad*

AS tm altemative upproarh, ue ifoxild Bu-3c"3t an eff'.jrt the citis-.
of llossacinisetts to hwv/e DI”ton Pock entailed in tho list cf hiaUni'
cal luiidoarks for the Ccaa:«>uveiilth. This wxuld ttill under the pur. i
cf the H.-ncrabla John P. X. Davt™n, becret-"ry cf tha Cotsaocawe.atiu

Clialr*ia, Jiassacimaetts Historical Coptaiesion, Pcstca, liaasasi

38 hope that these vicTo sill bo of acew vulua in ywxr repl” to

Sincerely yuura.

Director
i"Glosere (Constituent's letter retumed)
CcC: .
CL, Mr. Holley )w/c of inc.
Dir., Northeast )
KA, ILr. oxi-iderth)
LL, iif.Meivin |

FNP:WESudderth:lwt: T-16-70 CL-5220









JUL7 zn

n30-11R

Hon. John P. X. Dawron

Sr;cretari' of tho Cor~xinvroalth

Chair-nruii, .'*iassachusatts Uistorical Comiesion
OMica of the Secretary

State l'ous??

Dos-ton, Massachustttts 02133
Dffar Kr, Ds/Z3r<:
Ko are ploassd to infom you that tho hiKtorlc propftrticslisted on
the encloouro have be™n place-l on the National Eegister of Historic
Places. Sfinators "dward M. Fennisdy and i".-Jvard Brooke and the
aprrorriato riepracontattvoa £ro being InforEiod. A leaflet orplainisg
tho i.'ational Hcalcter is enclo.iecl for eich of the prorerlty o'cmcvs.
["loane withhold any publicity en thin ur.tll yoa liiave recoived a carh-on
copy of the Congressional corrcprondoinco.
Cincorcly yours.

[ Sifeiisd}

Director
Kncloisures

JuL ° "9n

Entered In tho Jiational Register

cC:
HR

FDITexiri ck: nm 6/20/71 BASC FILU RETAIIED IN HR



Properties atlded t ot haKational Peoistor of Historic Plnccs
KAssAcnusE I s

Canbri dga Hei ghi borliood rouse M ddl esex @' .inty
Canliridge, Siaseachusette

"dd Jail= Barnst abl e, [Uissachusetts

M ddl esex Ccunty
Fuller (Margaret) House C8Ei briduc, {Massachusetts

Bristol County
Dl aht on Rock E-erkley, !b5assachusetts






Properties added to the fTational Register of Historic Places

Csinbridge tioiglitorhood House

"Old Jail™

Puller (Margaret) House
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V Confidential Data ) "y ANNT YNy

A Suggest ed devel opnent : i
No devel opnent i s suggested or reconmended excl usive of the possi -

bilities for preservation which have been discussed under-1V, F. The

present holdings of the Qd Golony Historical Society of Taunton are

adequate to provide a right-of-way to the rock and for possession of the

rock itself. These requirenents are the naxi numso long as the rock i s

to be considered primrily an object of archaeol ogi cal or scientific

interest and t o be preserved for further study and investigation. In the

event, however, the Delabarre theory should ever receive conplete acceptance

and the object and site becone as significant for the Age of Explorationas

A ynouth Rock i s today for the Colonial Period or Age of Settlenent, acqui-

sition of several acres onthe shore behind the rock and the elimnation

of at least three sunmer cottages woul d be advi sabl e.

B. Estimated cost of nanagenent and protection: IV oA
If left exposed as at present, no costs for nanagenent or protection

of O ghton Rock woul d be necessary. Theinitial cost of building a coffer

damand/or barrier described under 1V, F., mght be considerable, wth an

annual allotnment of several hundred dol | ars for upkeep and mai nt enance.

Any | arger devel opnent, of course, involving the acquisitionof shore

property woul d require the presence of personnel for nanagenent and pro-

tection and increase accordingly the annual costs.

C Evaluation of the history or archaeol ogi cal significanceof the site
for historic site survey purposes:

Unl ess the Delabarre theory ascribing sone figures of the inscription

on Oghton Rock tothe Portuguese explorer, Mguel Cortereal, inthe year



1511 is finally accepted, we believe any basis on which it might be
considered for national recognition to be very slender. The Indian
pictographs and the lack of certainty as to whether they were inscribed
in the pre-Columbian period or not until after the arrival of the white
men is a problem to be solved by archaeologists. Offhand, we would
question the importance of the Indian pictographs, whether they date
before or after Cdumbus or Cortereal, but would be satisfied to accept
the verdict of an archaeologist who has specialized in the field of
petroglyphs.

In connection specifically with the Delabarre theory as to the Cortereal
inscription, the methods of archaeology are also nesded before any fact of
outstanding historical significance may be established. It is more than a
quarter of a century since Professor Delabarre's investigation was per-
fomed. Archaeologists have reviewed his research, yet insofar as we have
been able to determine no thoroughly searching, independent and objective
investigation has been made by a specialist in petroglyphs. as a check
against Professor Delabarre's work, nor any attempt to improve on the
excellent flashli™t reproductions of Professor Delabarre's day. Such a
project, even if unfruitful with regard to establishing any important
historical associations in the Age of Exploration, would at least give
the proponents of the Delabarretheory food for thought and dispell, once
and for all, any misconceptions to the effect that participation by archaeo-
logists has been limited simply to sterile sneering aod unconstructive
commentary.

After Professor Delabarre's book appeared in 1928, archaeologists wrote

reviews and were as charitable as the uncertainty of intemal evidence would



permt. The key reviewwas probably witten by Charles C WIIoughby,
Director Qreritus, Peabody Miseumof Anerican Archaeol ogy and E hnol ogy,
Harvard University, Canbridge, Massachusetts. H's review appeared
initially inThe MV England Quarterly for July, 1929> and was repeat ed
with mnor changes i nthe American Anthropol ogist for July-Septenber, 1929.
Director EHeritus WIIloughby thought D ghton Rock "probably the nost fanous
obj ect of archaeol ogical interest inAnmerica" and Professor Delabarre's
book "a val uabl e contribution to Nw England archaeol ogy, whether or not
the reader i sableto accept all the author's conclusions, which are
presented ina clear and interesting nanner". Wth regard to the
deci phering of letters by Professor |)elabarre, he wote " a few of the
characters can be traced without difficulty inhisillustrations, but
the majority of themappear to be too obscure for unqualified acceptance".
A reviewby Trunan M chel son i nthe Awerican Historical Reviewfor
January, 1930, printed with permssion of the Secretary of the Smthsonian
Institution, followed the opinion already expressed by WIIoughby and even
referred to the latter's review i nthe Anerican Anthropol ogist. "Truth
conpel s le to state" concluded Mchel son, "that a very few characters nay
have val ues assigned by Dr. Delabarre, but the rest can not be accepted".
Asimlar attitude was taken by Julian H Seward, Bureau of Anerican
E hnol ogy, i na conprehensive article on "Petrogl yphs of the United States”
printed i nthe Annual Report of the Smthsonian Institution. 1936, pages
405-A25, Seward isparticularly hel pful in describing the probl emof
accuracy i n reproducing the characters or lines of petroglyjAis. The
fol | owi ng paragraph, page 411, states the problemgenerally and also calls

attention to D ghton Rock:



"I't should be remarked at this point that the nere
recording of entirely genuine petroglyphs i s usually fraught '
with possibilities of errors, A good photograph of the

untouched inscriptions i sbest. Cten, however, whenit is

i npossible to procure a clear photograph, it isnecessaryto

chalk inthe lines i fthe design i s carved. This introduces

a real possibility that the person will chalk so as to idealize

or that he will see what isactually not there. The greatest

danger i s in copying, inwhich one tends unconsciously to record

what he thinks the petJToglyph isintended to be, not what it

really is. Distortionsinhand draw ngs are particularly patent

in the nany reproductions of DO ghton Rock, each person slightly

falsifying the real inscriptions to fit his preconceived idea

of what they represent,”

Prof essor Del abarre had the benefit of as good reproductions as it
was possibleto obtain at the tine hiswork was done through the use of
flashlight photography. Insofar as we are aware, no charges of distortion
or falsification have ever been |evelled at Professor Del abarre's work.
The probl emhas been rather that of unwillingness to accept Professor
Del abarre's conjectures where |lines are indistinct or mssing onhis
photographs. 1t isthis point of view we believe. Seward expresses
when he describes, page 410, "Sone of the post-Col unbi an nanes and dat es”
Prof essor Del abarre claimed to have found on D ghton Rock as "not entirely

convi nci ng".



W got a sonewhat simlar reaction fromDouglas S Byers, Director
of the Robert S Peabody Foundation for Archaeology at Phillips Acadeny,
Andover, Massachusetts, when we di scu98ed the Del abarre theory with him
on (ctober 14. Byers said that the integrity ¢ Prof essor Del abarre had
never been questioned by archaeologists. |tws sinply a matter of being
unabl e to say that his conjectures, which containa high degree of proba-
bility, had been proved or coul d be proved on the basis of the intenal
evi dence provided by the inscription on the rock. Byers went on to point
to the unenviable position any professional archaeol ogi st woul d expose
himself i f he should take the stand that the Del abarre theory had been
proved. Mbreover, he was not optimstic about any new techni ques or nethods
of archaeol ogy that woul d be an inprovenent on Professor Del abarre's approach
to the probl em

Byers feels that the preservation of D ghton Rock shoul d be assured,
and said that he woul d depl ore the presence of any undesirabl e exploitation
just as nuch as M, Aguas. H was inclined to favor removal of the rock
either to a nuseumor to a dry place on the shore nearby where it woul d be
nore accessi bl e for observation. "It i snot doing anyone any good where
it isnow covered up nost of thetime by the tide" he said. The rock
woul d be difficult to dislodge, he thought, but hoisting equi prent on a
barge during an unusual ly high tide inthe fall or springmg* do the job.

Byers called attention to the scarcity of Indianpetroglyphs i n Nw
England and the inportance of preservingD ghton Rock for this reason i f
no other. He tended to rank the rock higher i nthis connection than ve
hare ina prior paragraph of this section. Petroglyphs studied by archaeo-

logists inother parts of the country, we gather, are nowcommonly attributed



to the Indians before they had contact with the white man. Byers intimated
that this may well be the case with some of the picture-writing on Dighton
Rock, but it has not been proved. Sgch a theory does not coincide with
that of Professor Delabarrewho concluded the "Indian records belong,,.,

in all probability, to the period extending from about 1640 to about 1675".
(See Di~ton Rock, page 185),

"® hoped also to talk with Frederick Johnson, an associate of Dr.
Byers under the Peabody Foundation for Archaeology. Unfortunately, Dr,
Johnson was absent on a field trip. Byerswas able to tell us, however,
that Johnson had performed exploratory work before the recent war on Grassy
Island, an Indian camp site of a thousand years or more ago nowv lying sub-
merged at high tide in the Taunton River less than a quarter of a mile
north of Dighton Rock, The fact that the camp site is nowv unde water at
high tide, sometimes to a depth of three feet or more, is strong evidence
if not proof that Dighton Rock was at one time above the reach of the tides
or at least 0 situated that rock-carvershad more time between tides to
practice their craft than they would today. Byers thought Johnson had been
interested in Dighton Rok primarily in connection with the problem of tide
levels and that he had made no especial investigation of the inscription
upon it.

Dr. Henry F. Hong a physician of Cohasset, Massachusetts, has acquired
Lme reputation as an amateur historian of Newv England, especially for the
‘periods of exploration and settlement. His book, Prologue to Nev England,
was published in 1943 and Salt Rivers of the Massachusetts Shore last year.
We had the opportunity to discuss the subject of Dighton Rok with Dr. Hone



at Aynouth, Massachusetts, on Septenber 26 when we appeared ont he sane
programat the annual NewEngl and Conference of the Arerican Association
of Miseuns, Dr. Howe i sgreatly interes'ted i n D ghton Rock and has been
to seeit nany times with friends of hi swo are nenbers of the Mssachu-
setts Archaeol ogi cal Society, a group banded t oget her for the purpose of
naking field trips and studyingarchaeol ogi cal sites and objects in the
state. Dr, Hone feels that the Inscription on Dghton Rock is apt to
renain anystery for sone tine and, perhaps, forever unless it i s possible
t o devel op techni ques nore proficient than any available nowto bring out
the details of the letters upon which Professor Del abanre's conjectures
are built. Dr, Howe repeatedto us the substance of what he had al r eady
witten on pages 8 and 21 of hi s Prol ogue t o NewEngl and,

Edw n W Smal |
Super i nt endent
Cctober 18, 1952 SAlemMaritine National Hstoric Site
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DIGHTON ROCK (25-71-00006-00). Dighton
Rock State Park, Bristol Co. State ownership.
A rock marked with cryptic inscriptions of un-
known meaning and origin that have presented
an historical mystery dncethe 17th century.
Construction of afacility to protect the rock

from air damage and discoloration. $10,720.50.



