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The original M. Theo. Kearney Park was begun in 1892 when 
Kearney commenced the planting of the 240 acre^'Ke^'cailed 
Chateau Fresno Park. He had already planted the 140-foot wide 
Kearney Avenue from Fresno Street to the entrance of his home 
grounds. This 11-mile stretch of road was planted in alternating 
eucalyptus and fan palm with 18,000 white and pink oleanders. 
In laying out the Chateau Fresno Park, Kearney was assisted by 
Rudolph. Ulrich, a landscape gardener of no little renown. To 
avoid a view down a long flat road, all his roads were planned 
on graceful curves so that the view constantly changed as one 
drove along. To create the illusion of gently sloping hillsides 
Kearney planted low shrubs first, then taller one, then trees 
of gradually increasing heights, culminating with dignified 
eucalyptus in the background.

The Kearney Mansion today has been refurbished faithfully to its 
original condition with either quite necessary, or expedient, 
modifications. Work has been done on the foundation to make it 
stronger to support the three-story structure as today's strin 
gent building codes were not in effect at the time the house was 
built. Also, M. Theo. Kearney originally willed his estate to 
the University of California for an agricultural extension and, 
not appreciating possible historical significance, the 
University subsequently removed many of the furnishings. When 
it was learned that the Fresno County Historical Society wanted 
to restore the Mansion, most of the original artifacts were 
returned and those that were not were replaced with turn-of-the- 
Century originals.

The Mansion, as mentioned, was three-stories tall and built of 
adobe brick with a stucco finish on the outside and plaster 
paneling in the inside. The ground floor consists of six 
restored rooms among which are M. Theo. Kearney f s office and 
study which now stand as they did at the time of his death in 
1906. The second floor is mainly the sleeping quarters with 
four bedrooms and two baths. Mr. Kearney's own bedroom on this 
floor has been faithfully restored and the other three are 
furnished in the style popular in the late 19th Century. The 
third floor is an attic which was Kearney f s studio and store 
room. This floor is not open to public tour as the adobe founda 
tion is not reliable enough to afford this luxury. Mr. Kearney 
used the Mansion, which was intended as a house for his superin 
tendent, to live in while he was planning a more extensive dwell 
ing a short distance away. The new house was to be modeled 
after Chateau Chenoncaux in France and was to be called "Chateau 
feesno".—————————————————————————————————————————————
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The M. Theo. Kearney Park and Mansion should be accorded histori 
cal landmark status to memorialize and acknowledge the impact of 
this man on the Central Valley. His contributions in the field 
of agriculture have had significant impact upon Fresno County's 
present predominance as an agra-business center. Mr. Kearney f s 
contributions enabled the small farmer to get his start through 
the innovations he introduced in irrigation and land parceling. 
Additionally, Mr. Kearney saw to the organization of the Valley 1 
first raisin growers association and his scientific methods were 
for the most part, adopted as standard operating procedures. 
Accordingly, M. Theo. Kearney f s ornate lodge and symmetrically 
beautiful grounds would stand as a monument to his influence 
in the early development of Fresno County. The Mansion and 
Park are the only markers remaining, in a state of repair, that 
can testify to this great man's contribution to Fresno County 
in general and agra-business specifically.
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HISTORICAL BUILDINGS 

1. Carriage House

a. Date of construction: Approximately 1901

b. Architectural style: Two-story structure of French Renaissance 
architecture on the order of the main building (Kearney Mansion) ; 
wood frame (originally board and batten, now covered with stucco); 
two corner towers; wooden shingles; three pairs of wide wooden 
double doors for vehicle entry; high, deeply sloping roofs.i " "T*!." 

Q Q **\ *
c. Height: 29'8" ., \ ' 8

• 1 1
d. Basic dimensions: —— "" 12'7

e. Alterations: none

f. Current condition: excellent structural condition; new roof is needed,

g. Additional information: Structure was built by M. Theo Kearney to 
house his automobiles.

2. Ice House

a. Date of construction: 1897 or before (exact date unknown)

b. Architectural style: probably built of adobe bricks made on property; 
walls 2 1 thick, covered with stucco; no windows; eaves measure 2' from 
building to farthest point on eave; square cupola with hipped roof.

c. Height: 16'9"

d. Basic dimensions: 16' x 20 f 7"

e. Alterations: none evident

f. Current condition: excellent; roof will need new shingles in near 
future.
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Bell Tower

a. Date of construction: circa 1892

b. Architectural style: pyramidal metal tower (see accompanying photo)

c. Height: 70'10"

d. Basic dimensions: 10'2" x 10'V

e. Alterations: none evident

f. Current condition: good; bell still extant.

Blacksmith Shop

a. Date of construction: after 1893, probably 1895

b. Architectural style: Wood-frame building of board and batten 
construction; shingled roof; no foundation; has a square cupola 
with hipped roof and wooden finial.

c. Height: 28'9" (at highest point)

d. Basic dimensions: blacksmith shop - 30'3" x 64'6"; shed connected 
to blacksmith shop - 30'3" x 98'7".

e. Alterations: Original building enlarged by means of an addition 
built on prior to 1902; shed added after 1902.

f. Current condition: Very poor; roof on building and shed sagging
and/or a number of wooden shingles missing. Walls are one thickness 
of board and batten construction vertically erected - wood rot is 
evident on board ends next to ground; no foundation, thus structure 
has dirt floor; windows broken and boarded up; building leans

approximately 6% to 10% to the west; two lean-to type addtions made after
1903.
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Oil House

a. Date of construction: after 1902 and before 1934; exact date unknown.

b. Architectural style: unstabilized adobe brick walls (14" thick) 
with stucco finish; no windows; hipped roof with eaves overhanging 
approximately 10".

c. Height: 14'

d. Basic dimensions: 22 f 4" x 22' 5"

e. Alterations: none evident

f. Current condition: excellent

Tarpey Depot

a. Date of construction: circa 1893

b. Architectural style: Stick/Queen Anne; wood siding, wood shingles; 
building originally had windows with wooden sash panes, and roof had 
four finials. 11*

c. Height: 35'2" • -

d. Basic dimensions:

11'
e. Alterations: none known

f. Current condition: Structurally in good condition; in the process 
of being restored. Work done includes new shingles; work to be done 
includes new doors, restoration of interior, and interior and exterior 
painting. Depot rests on new (1966) concrete foundation (original 
foundation was brick).
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6. Tarpey Depot (continued)

g. Additional information: History of building: This structure is not 
part of the Kearney complex. Tarpey Depot was built circa 1893, on 
the M.F. Tarpey estate south of Clovis and northeast of Fresno; it 
served as a depot for the San Joaquin Valley Railroad billed by its 
promoter Marcus Pollasky as the beginning of a trans-continental 
railroad. After the railroad project was hurriedly abandoned by 
Pollasky, Southern Pacific acquired the line and operated the depot as its 
Pollasky branch. A local real estate firm eventually acquired the 
structure for use as offices. In 1966 it was given to the Fresno 
City and County Historical Society and moved to its present location.

NON-HISTORICAL BUILDINGS

1. Parks Building

a. Date of construction: before 1958

b. Architectural style: rectangular building of wood-frame construction 
with exterior plaster.

c. Alterations: none evident

d. Current condition: good; is in use by Fresno County Parks and 
Recreation Department.

2. Public Administrators Warehouse

a. Date of construction: circa 1945

b. Architectural style: concrete block construction; corrugated tin 
roof and siding; sliding wood doors; no windows.

c. Alterations: none on exterior

d. Current condition: structurally in good condition

e. Additional information: Building is located on the site of 
M. Theos Kearney f s raisin packing shed.
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AMENDMENT

On May 18, 1998 the Tarpey Depot was moved from Kearny Park and returned to 
Clovis, California, from which it originated. The depot is, therefore, no 
longer a part of the Kearney Park and Mansion National Register listing. 
This move does not affect the continued eligibility of the remaining 
resources.

State Historic Preservation Officer Date


