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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received j y j ^ 2 J i986 

date entered 

historic Second Brazer Building 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 25-29 State Street N/A not for publication 

city, town Boston vicinity of 

state 
Massachusetts 

code 025 county S u f f o l k code 025 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
^ building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
y, in process 

' being considered 

Status 
y 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 

. scientific 

. transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 
John D. Rehms, Trust 

street & number 7 Water Street - 2nd Floor 

city, town Boston N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffo lk Countv Registry of Deeds 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Inventory of Historic Assets of 

the Commonwealth ot Massachusetts 
has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

date 1980 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, 80 Boylston Street 

city, town Boston 
state 

Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion Second Brazer Building, Boston, Mass. 

Condition Check one Check one 
- ^ e x c e l l e n t deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 
JL_ good ruins ^ altered moved date 

fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Second Brazer Bui lding is a trapezoidal p lan, eleven story freestanding 
Beaux Arts s ty le o f f i c e bu i ld ing of steel frame construct ion clad in limestone 
and ter ra co t ta . I t s design features a column format having a base of two 
s to r i es , a t rans i t i ona l t h i r d f l o o r , a f i ve -s to ry sha f t , and an elaborate 
crowning cap of the upper three s to r ies . Exter ior materials are limestone for 
f loors one through three and te r ra cotta fo r upper s to r i es . The bu i ld ing 
covers the en t i re 2,669 square feet of the trapezoidal parcel . I t s height i s 
125 fee t , which was the maximum allowed by bu i ld ing codes in 1896. 

The ter ra cot ta cladding is fashioned in a rust icated wall surface pattern 
from four th through n inth s t o r i e s , and smooth-faced masonry pattern at f l oo rs 
ten through eleven. 

Fenestration patterns are ident ica l on the State S t ree t . , Devonshire, and 
south Quaker Lane facades. The rust icated limestone base is a r t i cu la ted by c 
three wide bays, round arched at the second story and embellished by 
ornamental keystones, while f l oo rs three through eight are divided in to six 
bays. Two slender metal colonettes and one horizontal member fur ther break up 
the units w i th in the arched openings. A s l i g h t l y paired arrangement of the 
upper story bays added subtle ve r t i ca l emphasis to the bu i ld ing when seen from 
a distance. Viewed c lose ly , however, the Renassiance-inspired masonry and 
ter ra cotta patterns have a decided ho r i zon ta l i t y . Windows on the n in th f l oo r 
are arched. Window uni ts are one over one, double hung wood sash. 

Rounded corner bays are found at the northeast and northwest corners. The 
northwest contains a c lass ica l l y enframed s t ree t - leve l ent ry . Wreathed 
medallions are centered above the second-story corner windows, carved wi th the 
i n t i a l "B" . Street- level openings contain large windows or entrances, 
generally f i t wi th contemporary metal and glass u n i t s . 

Addit ional ornamental accents are provided by the wave-patterned running mold 
above the t h i r d f l o o r , and banded lea f molding above the e igh th , and festoons 
and elaborate keystones over the n in th - f l oo r windows. Decorative roundels 
wi th te r ra cot ta medallions in colors of green, turquoise, and gold fu r ther 
embellish t h i s l e v e l . 

Crowning the bu i l d i ng , the tenth and eleventh f loors are treated as a u n i t , 
forming an ornamental cap. P i las ters separate three elaborately embellished 
t r i p a r t i t e window groupings on each pr inc ipal e leva t ion . Each group includes 
Beaux Arts classicism in i t s central wreathed oval windows, p i l a s te r s , and 
cornices. A wide decorative entablature wi th dent i l molding and i ron crest ing 
crowns the bu i ld ing . The heavi ly ornamented entablature above the eleventh 
f l oo r oval windows includes te r ra cot ta eagles, whi le the crest ing i s 
decorated wi th jagged shell forms and f l o r a l mot i fs . 

Continued 
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The eastern elevation, which faces onto narrow Quaker Lane, is treated as a 
rear facade, containing an irregular fenestration pattern. At ground leve l , 
(from south to north) there is a large window, a classically enframed door, a 
small window (framed down), another large window, and a single-door entry. 
Attached to the building at the small window is a glass and metal enclosure. 
Two large round-arched windows are located on the second story above the f i r s t 
story large window openings, while smaller rectangular windows are above 
remaining f i r s t story openings. From the th i rd through ninth level to the 
top, the pattern of windows is 2-1-1-2-1. A metal f i re escape is joined to 
the building on this facade. 

The icond Brazer Building is located in the area of the original Shawmut 
Peninsula. Due to i t s scale and the possibi l i ty of signif icant archeological 
remains of the 17th and 18th century, th is property should be considered to 
have high archeological potential. 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e second B r a z e r B u i l d i n g ^ B o s t o n . Mass. 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 ^agr icul ture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 „ „ architecture education military social 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

X 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1896 Bu i lder Arch i tec t Cass G i l b e r t 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Second Brazer Bui ld ing possesses i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, mater ia ls , 
workmanship, se t t i ng , and associat ion. I t i s s i gn i f i can t as an i n t a c t , early 
steel-frame skyscraper and i s a f ine example of the use of archi tectura l te r ra 
co t ta . I t i s unique as Boston's only work by Cass G i lbe r t , an arch i tec t of 
national s igni f icance in the la te 19th and ear ly 20th centur ies. H is to r i ca l l y 
the bui ld ing has been associated with the c i t y ' s f inanc ia l community, serving 
as o f f i ces fo r brokers, bankers, and bond s e l l e r s . As such, the Second Brazer 
Bui ld ing meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His tor ic Places. 
In the Boston Landmarks Commission's Central Business D i s t r i c t Preservation 
Study (1980) of 809 bu i ld ings , t h i s bu i ld ing was evaluated to be of "Major 
Signi f icance" (Group I I ) to the C i t y , the Commonwealth and the New England 
Region. 

The Second Brazer Bui ld ing was one of the e a r l i e s t steel-framed skyscrapers 
b u i l t in Boston. In 1893, Clarence Blackal l designed the Winthrop Bu i ld ing , 
Boston's f i r s t steel-frame bu i l d i ng , which was erected at 7 Water St reet . The 
Worthington Bui ld ing, j u s t east of the Second Brazer, was put up in 1894. 
Both bui ldings s t i l l stand and possess s i m i l a r i t i e s in t he i r overal l design 
format of wel l -def ined base, r e l a t i v e l y p la in shaf t , and elaborate cornice. 

Boston's conservative taste in arch i tectura l design of the 1890s' i s re f lected 
by the Second Brazer Bu i ld ing , which reveals influences of New York's American 
Surety Bui ld ing (Bruce Pr ice , a r ch i t ec t ; 1895). In American Arch i tec ture, 
1607-1976, Marcus Whiffen and Frederick Keeper point to the American Surety 
Bui ld ing as "the most discussed and most i n f l u e n t i a l skyscraper of the decade 
. . . Price himself ca l led i t a " rus t ica ted p i l l a r . " ^ 

The Beaux Arts s ty le takes i t s name from the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Par is , 
which during the la te 19th and early 20th centuries was unrivaled in 
reputation among schools of a rch i tec tu re . The f i r s t two Americans to at tend, 
Richard Morris Hunt and Henry Hobson Richardson, set the example for 
succeeding generations of a rch i tec ts , pa r t i cu l a r l y in the period from 1890 to 
1930. By the turn of the century, the profession was dominated by men who had 
t ra ined at the Ecole. 

Continued 



9. Major B ib l iograph ica l References 5̂ °̂̂ ^ Brazer BuHding 

see continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n nnp 
Quadrangle name B o s t o n S o u t h 

UT M References - -r-. 

Quadrangle scale 1 " = 2 5 , 0 0 0 ' 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Nominated property conforms to Boston assessor's parcel number 3889. See attached 
Assessor's Map. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 
Carol Kennedy 
Boston Landmarks Commission 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date May 1986 

street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t telephone (617 ) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
t't'e State Historic Preservation Officer date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this £roperty is included in the National Register 

Enti3.rea 1.1 the: 
Hatlonau. Hogloteg date 

Ceeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311 
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Training at the Ecole emphasized the traditional and monumental. As explained 
by architectural historian William Jordy, the aim of Beaux Arts composition 
was to achieve "a stable harmony dependent on an emphasis on mass.'"'̂  Plans 
were typically symmetrical, and masses were generally bounded along the ground 
level, sides, and cornice of a structure. The Beaux Arts aesthetic emphasized 
the use of traditional forms. According to Jordy, the Ecole taught that "the 
past provided vocabularies of form and compositional themes from which the 
present should learn;" in other words, that "current design should be 
evolutionary rather than revolutionary. "3 

The Second Brazer Building is among the city's finest examples of the use of 
architectural terra cotta, a kiln-fired clay building material which came into 
use in the United states after the Civil War. Its first use on a large scale 
was in the old Boston Museum of Fine Arts in Copley Square (1870-71) by 
Sturgis and Brigham. 

Authors Nancy 0. Berryman and Susan M. Tindall have noted the following: 
Terra cotta cladding was extremely popular from the 1890s through 
the first third of the twentieth century. I t sheathed the early 
skyscrapers of the Chicago School of Architecture, the set-back 
structures of the Art Deco Movement, the commercial buildings on 
neighborhood and Main Street business strips and opulent movie 
palaces. I t was essential to the designs of architectural giants 
such as Adler and Sullivan; Burnham and Root; Holabird and Roche; 
Cass Gilbert. . . . The material was also mass produced and 
ornament, available from catalogues, appears on thousands of small 
commercial and residential buildings.^ 

Tne popularity of terra cotta can be attributed in part to its fireproof 
nature, durability and aesthetic potential. Standardized production 
techniques allowed architects to incorporate intricate sculptural 
detailing at a fraction of the cost of carved stone. Glazed (or 
enameled) terra cotta of the type used on the Second Brazer Building 
reached the height of its popularity during the period from about 1890 to 
1915, after which i t was gradually replaced by cast stone. Those terra 
cotta buildings which remain, particularly fine examples such as the 
Second Brazer Building, are testimony to the interdependence of design, 
craftsmanship, and building technology. 

Continued 
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Terra cotta was f i r s t used in th i s country for i t s natural dark reddish-brown 
color as ornament in conjunction with br ick and brownstone, especial ly in 
the la te 19th century 's Queen Anne and Richardsonian Romanesque 
archi tectura l s t y les , where the material was an in tegra l part of the 
load-bearing masonry un i t . In 1873 te r ra cotta t i l e s were f i r s t used in 
Chicago as f i r e -p roo f i ng fo r a metal frame bu i ld ing . ^ I t s t h i r d , and 
most v i s ib le use, was as an ex ter io r surface material when anchoring 
systems had been devised to j o i n ter ra cotta wall and decorative uni ts to 
metal s t ructura l frames. As tastes in archi tectura l design sh i f ted 
toward the end of the century, inf luenced by the 1893 World's Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago, l i g h t colored wall surfaces became popular. Terra 
cotta could be executed in the r ich sculptural e f fec ts desired f o r Beaux 
Arts styles and in a var iety of colors depending on the clays and glazes 
used. The Second Brazer Bui ld ing 's design i s a re f l ec t i on of the 
s t ructura l and aesthetic patterns made possible by these new 
technologies. 

The arch i tec t Cass Gi lber t (1858-1934) began his career in the o f f i c e of 
McKim, Mead, and White and served fo r a time as Stanford White's personal 
assistant before opening an o f f i ce of his own in St. Paul, Minnesota in 
1882. He practiced with James Knox Taylor there fo r ten years, and l a t e r 
independently. In 1896 Gi lber t won the competition for the Minnesota 
State Capi to l , a design for which he is well known. Subsequently, he 
returned to New York where his career f lour ished. Among his other works 
are such notable large public bui ldings as the New York Custom House 
(c.1905). Supreme Court Building in Washington, D.C. (1933-35), and 
Federal Court House i n New York, as well as the 65-story Wool worth 
Building in New York (1910-1913), which was then the wor ld 's t a l l e s t 
bu i ld ing . Gi lber t served for a time as president of the American 
Ins t i t u te of Archi tects and was the rec ip ient of many professional 
honors. The Second Brazer Bui lding i s G i lber t ' s only Boston bu i l d ing . 

Continued 
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A plaque above the State Street entrance to the Second Brazer Bui ld ing 
marks the s i te as the locat ion of Boston's f i r s t meeting house, a 
thatched roof structure which stood there from 1632-1640. Quaker Lane, 
which borders the bui ld ing on i t s south and east facades, is a remnant of 
the c i t y ' s colonial s t reet pat tern . 

John Brazer of Boston acquired land here in the 1820's from several heirs 
of Thomas Dawes. He was l i s t e d in City Director ies of the 1820's as 
"merchant, 13 Franklin S t . " Isaiah Rogers, a prominent Boston a rch i t ec t , 
designed a three-story granite commercial bui ld ing fo r t h i s s i te in 
1842. Known as Brazer's Bu i ld ing , t h i s was a restrained Greek 
Revival/Boston Granite structure replaced by the present bu i l d i ng . The 
( f i r s t ) Brazer's Bui lding contained o f f i ces of insurance companies, 
lawyers, and real estate agents. Alexander S. Porter, i d e n t i f i e d w i th 
real estate deals of great magnitude, had o f f i ces there. 

Af ter Brazer's death, the property passed to his daughter Sarah L. (wife 
of John Brooks). The property was t ransferred to subsequent Brazer 
he i rs , including the next generat ion, John Brazer Brooks and Al ice Brazer 
Norris (nee Brooks). 

The Brazer Bui lding Trust was formed in May of 1896 fo r the purpose of 
purchasing the old Brazer bu i l d ing , erect ing and managing a new 
bu i ld ing . Total capi ta l was $625,000 represented by 6,250 shares at $100 
each. Trustees were Thomas H. Russell of Boston, Moses Will iams of 
Brookl ine, and Arthur H. Russell of Winchester. I n i t i a l subscribers 
included the Municipal Real Estate Trust (Trustees Samuel Wells, James M. 
Codman, J r . ; Henry Parkman, Moses Will iams) ($250,000); Sadie L. Brooks 
($5,000); Fannie E. Russell ($500); Al ice L. Mathews ($7500); Arthur H. 
Russell as guardian of Louis de Relgram Cole ($1,000); Alex S. Porter 
($1,000); Alice Brazer Norris of Milwaukee (Thomas H. Russell as Trustee) 
($200,000). 

Continued 
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Contractor fo r the Second Brazer Bui ld ing was the George A. Fu l le r 
Company, and i t s te r ra cotta was supplied by the Northwestern Terra Cotta 
Company, both of Chicago. 

Located in the midst of the c i t y ' s la te 19th century f inanc ia l d i s t r i c t , 
the Second Brazer Building was early associated wi th Boston's f inanc ia l 
community. Original plans indicate f i r s t f l oo r space devoted to banking 
purposes, with upper story o f f i c e s . Early tenants included brokers, 
bankers and bond t raders. City Directory research indicates the 
fo l lowing as tenants in 1899: E.A. Corbett, Wil l iam Frederick H i l l , 
Cameron and Noyes and El wood S. Gatch and Company. Several of these men 
were members of the Boston Stock Exchange, located nearby at 53 State 
Street (which had been completed in 1891). 

This area of Boston continues in use today as the c i t y ' s f inanc ia l 
center. The f i r s t f l oo r space of the Second Brazer Bui ld ing is now 
occupied by the Provident Savings Bank, a l iquor s tore, and a snack bar, 
while the upper stor ies provide o f f i c e space. The structure is current ly 
undergoing rehab i l i t a t i on work of masonry s tab i l i za t i on and planning fo r 
comprehensive ex ter io r res tora t ion . 
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NOTES 

1. Whiffen, Marcus and Frederick Koeper. American Architecture, 1607 -
1976, p. 264. 

2. Jordy, William H. American Buildings and Their Architects, p. 279. 

3. Jordy, Ibid. 

4. Margaret Henderson Floyd. "A Terra Cotta Cornerstone fo r Copley 
Souare", Journal of the Society of Archi tectura l Histor ians. Vol . 32, 
May 1973, p. 83 f f . 

5. Berryman, Nancy D. and Susan M. T i n d a l l , Terra Cotta, Preservation of 
an Histor ic Bui lding Mate r ia l , pp. 2-3. 

6. Whiffen and Koeper. o p c i t . , p. 242. 
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altered 

Check one 

• original site 

rrK>ved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CZ! completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• c o m p ^ s g S I t t 
CD clarity 
O applicable criteria 
rH justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
• context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ] justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal ttoundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preiervation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 













The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

June 12, 1986 

Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
Dept. of Interior, NPS 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find fifteen nominations forms for properties in Boston 
and Richmond, Massachusetts. Eleven of the Boston properties are being 
submitted for Determinations of Eligibility due to owner objection. 
The remaining properties are being submitted for nomination to the National 
Regi ster. 

Owner objections have been received for the Appleton, Auchmuty, Federal 
Reserve, 20-30 Bromfield, Hemenway, National Shawmut Bank, Parker House, 
Phoenix, Richardson, Sears Block and Crescent, and Tremont Temple 
buildings. 

All of the properties have been voted eligible by the State Review Board 
and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners 
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before 
the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received 
to date are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Zimmerman 

Director of Preservation Planning 
/sjz 
enc. JUN 2 5 1986 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


