FORM A - AREA SURVEY

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll 25

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved.
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F,
Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.

ponding numbers.

Form numbers inthis area Area no.
1i;3-a-1

Town V/orcester

Name of area (ifany) Harding . Winter

StreetsManufacturing”~District

General date or period 1870-1906

Is area uniform (explain):

in style? (varied Victorian Industrie

in condition? ('deteriorated to good)
in type of ownership? yes (private)
in use? (commercial/industrial)

Indicate any historic
using corres-

Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
USGS Quadrant

MHC Photo no.

(over)

6.

Recorded by S, Lee, ed. B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc.
Date December 1977
UTM Revised March 1979



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

Description:

The Harding o V/inter Streets l\/lanufacturing District contains a
group of 3-to 6-3torey brick factory buildings built between 1870
and 1898. The area i s bounded on the suth by Pond Street, on the
west by Harding Street, on the east by Water Street and on the
north by the rear ot lines of factories on the north side of Wnter
Street betx*feen Hardinﬁ and V/inter Streets. These boundaries were
selected to include the major Inineteenth century factory buildings
of a once extensive manufacturing district which extended eastTvard
fromhere along ?ranklin and Grafton Streets. The construction of
Interstate Route 290 in the 1970s and the decline of manufacturin
in Vlorcester's center have left hisilarger district fragmented; the
Harding u Wnter Streets Districtrhtains all of its nineteenth
century factories, preserving the atnosphere of many of Worcester's
now vanished industrial quarters. Buildings include in the district
are (numbers correspond to those on the mp -reverse side):

1, 28 Water Street—J.H. GM WAl ker Shoe Factory; built 1870,
enl arge 1879, «ca, 18951  The Wal ker Shoe Factory is a I*-stove-j brick
factory, rising froma high basenent to a low-pitched roof. The
building's Side walls are divided into bays of equal width with the
exception of the bays over paired entries on the east elevation. The
original section of this building (section 1 on map) was doubled

in size by an addition to itsnorth wall in 1879 (section |A on map);
during the 1890S, a second addition was added to the building's south
end (section IB on mp). O the sane construction and feaestration
as the rest of the building, this second addition extends four bays
and has a flat roof. [Irtimediately west of the V/alker Factory is a
smokest ack, apparently original to the 1870 building, which was

equi pped with two fifty-horsepower engines.

The J.H a GM Walker Shoe Conpany was formed in 1862 v;hen the two
Wal ker brothers separated fromtherr father's firm  The new conpany
was first located on Front Street; by 1868 the \Wal ker brothers had
becone so successful that they had opened a tannery in Chicago
(Vialker, Oakley a Co,). In 1870, the conpany built itsWVater Street
factory, enlarging i tin 1879. By 1880, nore than 300 enployees

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, (cont'd,)
early maps, e

Vliorcester |llustrated Business Guide (1881), p, 150 (Walker Co.— Il us,
& article); p, 131 fHeywood Go, — I lus, & atticle),

Viorcester's Col umbian Tribute (1893), P» 100 (ohoto—Hill| Envel ope Factory),

I ui gineering & Building Record, Vol ,XXI'I, 7/12/1890, p, 96 (building
notice---nill Envel ope Factory),

Engi neering Record,' Vol . XXXI|, 6/22/1895, p. ix (building notice—
A-braham | srael Factory). .

Rice, F.. Worcester of 1893, pp. 778-779 (Walker), p. 517 (illus —
Wachusett Building)”

Washburn, C . Industrial Worcester, pp, 239-21|0 (Heywood Co.),
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worked i n theVater Street factory produci ng heavy boots which were
wi dely sold by conpany agents i nt he American V/est. As one of the
city's first large-scal eboot manufacutrers, thedJ.H & GM V/alker
Conpany served as a training groiand for at least 23 local shoemakers

who |ater becane independent manufacturers. | n 1888, the V/alker
CorTFany v/ias bought out by EV, Blacker who continued makingt he
"wal ker Boot" i na different location.

2, 73Wnter Street—J.H. & GM V/alker Storehouse, built 1870, The
V/al ker Storehouse i sa two and one-half storey brick building with
a lox"-pitched roof. The building i sover 30 bays long with evenly
spaced wi ndows set i nfrmaes with arched heads. The winter Street
facade | sset at an irregular angle tothestructure's side v;alls;
in addition, itsnortheast corner i sbevelled, Near the structure's
sout hwest corner, the west elevation curves inward, followingthe
curve of Harding Street, According tolocal business guides, this
buildinﬂ (50" > 200") was bhuilt as a "storehouse for aging boots,"
Al t hough sone vrindows have been closed and parts of t he structure
are i nneed of repair, thebuildir;g i sbasicallyunaltered.

2A. 69 Wnter Street—J.H IcGM V/ialker Office, built 1870 top
two stories added 1890s (?). The former V/alker CorrFany Office

Is a three-storeybrick buildin? vrith a roof that slopes from front
to back (north tosouth). The facade is nmade up of four bays which
are framed at each end of t hefacade by brick piers, WVindows of the
second and third stories areset i nundecorated frames with arched
heads. The first storey of thefacade contains a storefront

(w ndows blocked) with a pressed metal cornice. Prior tothel89CS,
this structure was one-storey highwith aflat roof and sjsepped
parapet on it sfacade; virtually all original fearures were renmoved
in thel89CS.

3. 68-80 Vlinter Street—V/achusett Building (nowHeywood Building),
built 1879, Bnlar?ed 189i|, 1903, 1907 & 1973. The V/achusett Euilding
is a large brick ractory of li"aand Sk storey height with elevations

of 26 bays and 28 bays facing Wnter Street and Hardin% Street
respectively. Throughout, thestructure rises from a high basenment

to a narrov/ brick cornice andflat roof; wndows areall 6/6 set i n
undecorated frames with arched brick heads. As conmpleted i n 1879»
the V/achusett Euilding consisted of a main block fronting on V/iinter
Street (1i;0« x 1+0') with tworear wings (51" and k"™ long). Through-
out thebuilding was 2k stories high, iirith a pitched roof and evenlz
spaced skylights. Centered over thefacade was a lov/ pedimented gable
which bore a granite placque inscribed "V achusett Building—1879."
(This placque remains i napgroximately I tsoriginal position.)

1898, thepitched roof had been renoved and an extra storey and fl at

Staple tolnventory form at bottom (cont d.)
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roof added. | n subsequent additions, the facade was extended east by

the addition of eight bays, the Harding Street rear wing was extended
b%/ the addition of 17 bays, and extensiverear wings vrere built in
the court behind the factory. Infurther sdditions, an extra, top
storey was added to the eastern 18 bays of the Viinter Street facade.
Al'l major additions and alterations were raade t o acconmodate the
growi ng business of the S R Heywood L Co., Boot Manufacturers,

Samuel R Heywood, original ov/ner of the V7achusett Euilding, caneto

V/orcester i n|855, viorked i n the whol esal e boot and shoe busi ness
of EA Godnow* which he purchased i n 1856. |n 1864, Heywood began
to manufacture boots and “oes. I n 1873, the firm took the nane of

6. R Eejuood L Co, Having begun with the manufacture of boots, the
Heyt-rood Conpany began to make finer grades of shoes inthe 18803 and
by 1899 had swi tched over exclusively to shoe-making. During it s
maj or period of grovrth, the conpany was operated by Samuel Heywood,
who operated it uxitil his death in 1913. Beti\ieen 1913 and 1911-1, the
firmremained i nthe possession of the Heywood family; after 1941,
shoe manufacturing ceased inthis factory, although the corapany

mai ntai ned a shoe outlet here until 1961.

if, #.8 Water Street—Hill Envel ope Conpany Factory, built 1890, Fuller
& Del ano, architects. The Hill Envelope Factory i1 s a four and one-
hal f storey brick building with a flat roof. The building rises from
a rock-facedgranite plinth and has elevations which front on Harding,
Pond and V/ater Streets. The extiarior of the building is utilitarian

in designwith regularly space wi ndows of 12/12 sash set in frames
with arched heads; many windows retain original iron fire shutters.
The major facade of the buiIdinﬁ I s on Harding Street and i ssymmetrical.
OriginaIIK, this facade had a shailovr central court above the first
storey; this court was filled i n\-Jith brick construction inthe late
1890s or early 1900s, Throughout, the factory has a corbelled
ornice,

Dusness;, wnicn vras znen xocatea on urai T-oni>cree-D, iy loov, nm
becane sole owner of the business, which was re-naraed V.H Hill o,
The conpany was incorporated in 1092 and, in 1897, becane one of
several V/iorcester envel ope conpanies which were merged into the newy
fﬁrneg ,U.|Sd, Envel ope Conpany. As late as 1970, the firm remained in
this building.

(cont'd.)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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5. 63-65 Wnter Streei”, Abraham Israel Factory, built 1895, Earle &
Fisher, architects. Thelsrael Factory is athree-storey brick
factory, rising fromahigh basenment to aflat roof. The V/inter
Street facade of the building contains two entries (one at each aX.of
the facade), both of which retain original panelled doors. Set
betx-reen these entries are two displar viindows (partially blocked),
each containing atransomwith art-glass fanlight. Fenestrationof
the second and third stories and of the Harding Street elevation is
largely regular, nmade up of 6/ 6w ndovrs set inbrick surrounds wife
arched heads and rock-faced granite sills,

This factory was built for Abraham Israel, aninmmgrant who came to

VI orcester in 1883 and worked as a pedlar until 1890 when he established
an underwear factory. Prom 1895 to 1898, |Israel manufactured underwear
here, maoving to |arger quarters on V/ater Street afterward.

6, 82-88 Wnter Street, Wrcester Sf-ained Gass Works, built 1898,
The V/orcester Stained Gass Vorks is a three-storey brick build.ing
viith aflat roof. Thefacade is angled intvro sections, following
a bend inthe street. Thefirst storey of the facade contains three
storefronts (partially blocked) with simple, undecorated posts and
a pressed metal cornice. The'upger stories contain evenly spaced
wi ndovrs (mostly bl ocked) set inbrick surrolinds, with arched heads
and granite sills. At the 3*odf |ine is apressed metal cornice.

ng was occupied by the V/orcester
had been founded i n 1881* by Davi d
s training inBoston, died inl9lQ,
r P, Vlelch and V/illiam Massey,
dows for St. Anne's and the Park
swindows for the residencesof

A Calvin.

Between 1898 and 1971, this i
Stained Gass Viorks, afirm

Wel ch, V/elch, whohad received
after which the firmwas run by
Among the firms known work were w
grlw_?regauonal Churches, aswell Ja

Hut chins, A H Hammond, and

bui ld
vrhich
hi
Edga
n

Significance:

Located immediately east of the former Blackstone Canal bed (which vras
filled into create Harding Street—a. |850s) the Harding o V/inter
Streets Manufacturing District was araajor local center of boot and
shoe manufacturing inthe |1880s when that industry grew to becone the
city's third largest industry. OF the 2,633 persons enployed in

boot and shoe-making i n 1885 nearly a quarter worked i n the Heywood
and V/alker Factories. Even after the sale of theV/ al ker Conpany, the
area remained the hity.*Sy largest shoe manufacturing center due to

the continued growth of the Heywood Gonpany, the city's |argest shoe
manufacturer during the 10903 and early twentieth century. In the

cont'd.
Staple to Inventory form at bottom ( )
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early 18903, the construction of the Hill Envelope Factory brought to
the area one of the city's largest and oldest envelope manufacturers.
After the closing of the V/alker Company and during the 1890S, a nirniber
of small businesses vrere located in the area, such as the Israel
Undervrear x-'actory and V/orcester Stained Glass V/orks, providing the
area with a variety of manufacturers which vras charactEristic of the
city's over-all pattern of industrial development.

Staple to Inventory form at bott
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Address
kQ Water St,

63-65 V/inter St,

67-69 Vl/inter St,

70-72-71+ Vlinter St,

76-80 Vl/inter St,

82-81+-86-88
V/inter St,

73 Vl/inter St,
(includes 28
Vl/ater St,)

Assessors' Data

Book [[., p, 20
Lot 3—18,1+34- sq, ft.

Book li., o, 20
Lot 20—-3, 335 sqg. ft .

Book i)., p. 20

Lot 22—2,0+j.8 sq. ft.
Book i+, n, 16

Lot 32—12,1+38 sq, ft.
Book k, p. 16

Lots 31, 3lA—i+,690 sq.

Book p. 16
Lot 30--5,75ii sq. ft.

Book 1+ p. 20
Lot 1—32,6[].2 sq. ft.

Present Owner
Chevalier Ftirniture Co,

Hynman Cotton
63 V/inter Street

saiTie

lv, & H, Realty Co,
c/o Supreme Coat Co.
70 V/inter Street

same

Leon Tt'-ust Co.
8+ V/inter Street

Expressway Realty Trust
73 Wnter Street

Staple to Inventory form at bottOrn
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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