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Tonn Ipswich e oon
Address Labor in Vain Road

Historic Name House on Labcr-in-Vain Koad

Bel osel | skv Huse

Use: Present Residence
Original Residence
DESCRIPTION

Dae post-1720
Source A .L .Cu-mmings stylistic anal

751

styl e Period core, 2:id Period-

_ s~zzaasT—
Architect Unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboards

None

Outbuildings

ANAN A_N

Major Alterations (with dates)
ca, 1810; lean-to dormer Tcliiid ,—r:
1900; rear wings added, earlv 20tb

Condition Excellent

Moved No Date N/A
part of 557 acre estate
Setting isolated, rural, cverlooking

salt marsh - private road

Recorded bv Anne Grad-
Organization Boston Universit-

Date June 1986
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Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued beow.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The house on Labor-in-Vain Road retains integrity of location,
design, materials, workmanship andsetting i nitslate First Period
frame, and transitional finish which enbody distinctive
characteristics of form and constructioneligible under Criterion C
The combination of a chanfered frame with early Second Period style
turned balusters on thestaircase provides insight into the gradual
process of assimilation of Second Period style, Renaissance-inspired
decorative features by rural craftsmen. Wen studied i nconparison
to theSmth House nearby at 142 Argilla Road (also surveyed) of
simlar date andwith nearly identical staircase trim, this housei s
likely toyield important informationabout, carpenty practices i n
Ipswich i nthetransitional period; thus i ti seligible for Criterion
D as well.

The decoration of t hechimey post v*ith a stop at thefloor end of
the chanfer as well as at theceiling endi sa rare variant of frame
embel I ishment noted i nonly 3 or 4 buildings i nt hesurvey area.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The main body of t he"Belosellski" House on Labor-in-Vain Road i s 5
bays wi de, one room deep and 2 1/2 stories high with a rear lean-to
which may be integral. The house was extended by anel |l totheleft
rear ¢. 1810 and by a full lean-to dormer i nthelate 19th cr early
20th century. A second el | of 2 stories and a screened porch were
added totherear, very likely i nconjunctionwith use of the
building i nthe2Gh century as theclub house for t he Labor-in-Vain

country club.

The clapboarded exterior has simple late Second Period Vernacular
trim. Symmetrically placed sash wi ndows have mol ded enframements.
The central doorway has pilasters and an entablaturevjith broad
frieze. A central chimey pierces theroof.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

First Period features, I ntheform of an exposed, decorated frame,
are seen I ntheright-hand room and chanber.

In the right-hand room thelongitudinal sunmer beam t he chi mey
girt, thefront (south east) corner post and t hechimey posts have
inch-wide flat chamfers and |l anmb's tongue stops. The chimey post
has t headded embellishment of a taper stop near t hefloor. An
interesting, possibly original feature of this roomi st heopen grill
work transom above t hedoor tothelobby. Square dowels set ona

diagonal form the grill.
1

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin
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In the right-hand chanber, al | the framng i s exposed and has
inch-wide flat chanfers and |anb's tongue stops. Rising braces are
exposed in the rear wall of this room but whether their presence
indicates plank frane construction i s unknown.

In the |obby the staircase i s enbellished with a handrail nolded on
both sides and with possibly original turned balusters, of early
Second Peri od stil]le profile. The balusters are simlar inprofile to
those found in the Smth house nearby at 142 Argilla Road.

In the attic, a Principal rafter/comon purlin roof nade with oak
timbers i s visible.

LATER S| GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The house retains Second Period trimon the fireplace walls in the
ri ght-hand roomand |eft-hand chanber, including panelled cupboard
doors in the downstairs roomand raised-field panellingand a bold
bol ection-nolded fireplace surround in the upstairs room

Trim in the Federal style including mantel pieces i s found in the
ri ght-hand chanber and the c. 1810 wing to the |left.

Fol lowing a frequent pattern in early 20th century restorations, the
rl?ht-hand.r.oomm this house was thrown open to the lean-to to form
a larger living room Nw finishes in the |ean-to part of the room

drew upon historic features of the house: a bolection nolding at the
fireplace, small overmantel panels and boxed beans finished fTat

chanfers and l|anb's tongue stops.

BANDARY D SCR PTI ON

The House on Labor-in -Vain Road is situated near the middle of the mearly
600 acre estate. I t is separated from other buildings on the estate
visually and physiicaliy. The line of convenience drawn around the house
follows the gravel road that passes the house on the south and west sides.
The 150" square includes the house, surrounding garden and yard and a small
fence defining the space i mmediately around the house.

-9-

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NR' S Reference Nvinber: 90000234 Date Listed: 03/09/90

House on Labor-in-Vain Road Essex MA
Property Nane County State

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
Ml tiple Nane

This property islisted i nthe National Register of Historic Places i naccordance
with the attached nom nation documentation subject tothefollowing exceptions,
exclusions, or anmendnents, notwithstanding the National Park Service
certification included i nt henomnation documentation.

03/09/90
A Jhignatwr” of the Kerer Date off Awqti on
/

Arended Items i n Nom nation:
Geographical Data: WBD

The handwritten scale on t he sketch nmap supersedes thetyped or printed one:
the handwritten scale i s theappropriate scale for thereduced rmap.

The acreage i s <1.

This information has been confirmed with AnnTait, MASHQ by tel ephone.

Dl STR BUTI O\
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without attachment)
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PROPERTY House on Labor-in-Vain Road
NAME

MLTIPLE First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
NAME

STATE & GANTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Essex

DATE RECEI VED. 1/ 24/ 90 DATE CGF PENDI NG LI ST: 2/ 07/90
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 2/ 23/ 90 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 3/ 10/ 90

DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 90000234
NCOM NATGR  STATE
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APPEAL: N DATA PRGBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
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count resource type
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FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
_materials

descriptive text

SI GN FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui |l der/ Architect

Statenent of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria n
justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity tosignificance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI CGRAPHY
CEQRAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOCUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
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Questions concerning this nomnation nmay be directed t o
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Please refer to the map iIn the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



