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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bracken County Infirmary is situated on a slight rise on State Highway 19
overlooking the rolling hill country of Bracken County near the small community
of Chatham.

Constructed in 1885 by Samuel Wetmore, a builder from Ohio, the 2 1/2-story
brick building is ten bays wide with a first floor veranda. The main entrance
is accented by a three-pane transom and single-pane sidelights, over which is

a double window. The windows are original, and are two-over~two pane with plain
wooden lintels.

A truncated hipped roof with roof dormers and a central pavilion cover the structure.
The central pavilion is accented by a pair of narrow double<hung sash windows.

The original property was comprised of 150 acres of farmland, the main structure,
a one-story brick kitchen directly behind the infirmary, three barns, a hog barn,
and a one-story frame structure toward the rear of the farm, all of which survive
today.

The county home was used until 1968. 1In 1969, the Bracken County court sold the
150 acre farm, the main building and all outbuildings to Harold Perkins, who
converted the main structure into apartments. A barn and a hog barn, which

are in close proximity to the main building were also converted into use as
apartments.

The nomination comprises a rectangular lot of six acres to include the main
structure and all outbuildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1885 near the small community of Chatham in northeastern

Kentucky, the Bracken County Infirmary is the earliest remaining institution in
the county built to provide a home and place of refuge for the indlﬁent and elderly
citizens of Bracken County, and served this purpose from 1886~1968.

The 2 1/2-story brick building which contained 40 rooms, was constructed by Samuel
Wetmore from Ohio.2 The County Home opened in February 1886 and consisted of

150 acres fertile land, the main building, a brick kitchen directly behind the
infirmary, several outbuildings, and a frame house toward the rear of the farm
where individuals with communicable diseases were housed, isolated from the other
residents at the home.3

The infirmary was almost entirely self-sufficient. The land was farmed for the
cultivation of a cash crop and the production of food for the county home.
Cattle and hogs were raised for meat and milk, and at one time the home had the
finest herd of registered Herefords in the county, as well as registered Jerseys.
The supervisor of the home, in addition to his administrative duties, grew the
cash crop and other crops. Residents who were physically able worked on the farm.

‘The infirmary remained in operation until 1968 when it was closed due to the
existence of new social welfare programs on both state and federal levels which
provide for indigent individuals. A year later, the county home, outbuildings and
land was sold to a private individual by the Bracken County court. The new
owner has converted the main building, as well as two of the outbuildings, into
apartments.

lThe first infirmary or county home was a log structure situated on Turtle
Creek near Augusta.

2Bracken County Homemakers, Recollection; Yesterday, Today for Tommorrow;
A History of Bracken County, p. 37.

3Ibid.

4Brooksville Fire Department, Brooksville Centennial, 1839-1939, p. 71.
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Although altered, the main building,together with élmost all its original
outbuildings remaining, reveals much about the care of the indigent during
the late 19th and early '20th centuries.
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Brooksville Fire Department. Brooksville Centennial, 1839-1939. Brooksville,
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Interview with Mr. Garnett High, long-time resident of Bracken County who
grew up on a farm near the county home.
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