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ENTRY DATE

(Type all entries complete  applicable sections) AUG 7 1974

1. NAME

C OMMON:

Cobb' s Tavern

AN D/ OR HISTO RIC:

same
[2. LOCATtON

STREET AND NUMBER:

41 Bay Road

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Sharon loth

STATE COUN TY:

Massachusetts 023 Norfolk ool
[|- CLASSIFICA:ION

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC

District n Building . Public Public Acquisition; K] Occupied Yes:
Site Q  Structure CXl Private In Process I 1 Unoccupied Restricted
Object . Both [ I Being Considered [ 1| Preservation work I 1 Unrestricted

in progress No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as /lppropriafe;

I | Agricultural I I Government . Park rtiiJs”rtatioQ Me'["71.Comment
1 1 Commercial Q Industrial Private Residence

| | Educational . Military [ 1 Religious

| 1 Entertainment I I Museum r~1 Scientific

(4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

Chandl er W and Dor ot hy M Jones

41 Bay Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Sharon Massachusetts
5. tOCATIONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Norfolk County Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

650 High Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Dedham Massachusetts 025

Tozx

p> MAfA m EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Commonweal t h

DATE OF SURVEY:1968 . Federal State [ I County Q Local C:
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Com ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN;

Boston Massachusetts 025



DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
I | Excellent E Good Q Foir Q Deteriorated O Ruins CD Unexposed
CONDITION fChecfc Oner (-Check One;
Q Altered . Unaltered n  Moved g] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ('f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated close totheroad on 3/4 of an acre of land, Cobb's Tavern,c. 1740,
is thelast structure remaining froman original conplex which included
barns, a blacksmth shop, and other outbuildings. Granite hitching posts,
each with a wrought iron pin i nthetop, still stand along t heroadway.

The structure consists of theoriginal building, a 2-story addition on the
south side, and a 2-story carriage shed connected totheaddition by an
encl osed passageway. The structure i stypical of New England Col oni al
construction, with a ridge roof, clapboard walls,corner boards and a dry
stone foundation. There i sa generous cornice return on theend and front
pavillion gables. The structure, 7 bays wide, consists of five roons built
around a central chimey. They include thetaproom kitchen and living
roomon thefirst floor, and two roons on t hesecond floor, allwith fire-
places. Entrance tothetaproomi sthrough a double |eaf door, each |eaf
2 inches thick, whose exterior boards runhorizontally and interior boards

run vertically. Que leaf i sfitted with a wood astragal. The doors are
hung with wrought iron strap hinges. Wthin thetaproom' the 15" pine bar
is still intact and a small writing desk for thePost Office patronsi s

attached t oone of thewalls. The floor joists arelogs with thetop side
flattened toreceive thefloor, which consists of rough sawn oak boards
topped by a pine floor running i nthe same direction as t hesub-floor. 1In
this section, thew ndows have 6/6 sash and t hefront entrance has narrow
lights halfway up on each side, with panelling bel ow

The 2-story addition tothesouth side, nmade by Jonathan Cobb i nt he early
1800's, has architectural details exactly matching those of the original
house, with theexception of thesouth wall, which i sconstructed of brick.
The brick end contains two chimeys and fireplaces on thefirst floor and

two on t hesecond floor. A second kitchen, larger than theoriginal one, and

a dining roomwere added. The second floor has one large roomwith an arched
ceiling that projects into theattic space above. First used as a Masonic
Lodge Hall and | ater as a ballroom this roomi snow divided into two bed-
chanmbers. All windows i nthis addition have 9/6 sash.

The 2-story carriage shed extends t othesouth of theaddition. |t is wood
framed, with clapboards and a salt box roof, andrests on a drystone founda-
tion.

Over | ooyears ago a wooden porch, with sloped roof and sguare unadorned
colums and bal ustrade, was added tothebuilding facade. |t covers one half
of thestructure's front and extends around t henortheastern corner to the
rear of thebuilding. Possibly at thesane time of this addition, a gabled
projection of theupstairs hall was built over theporch and a bay w ndow
<Jas added t otheliving roomon t hefront facade.
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SIGNIFtCANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[+ Pre-Columbian I . 16th Century 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (it Applicable and Known) o 1740
AREAS OF  SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol i 1 Education . Political ' 1 Urban Planning
I 1 Prehistoric I I Engineering . Religion/Phi- . Other  (-Specify;
Historic I\ Industry losophy
I 1 Agriculture I | Invention Science
I I Architecture I 1 Landscape 1 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture [yl Socio I/Humon-
I I Commerce I | Literoture i tarian
Communications . Military Theoter
(1 Conservation Music I | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cobb's Tavern i slocated on t he O d Bay Road, one of t hecountry's nost
ancient highways, hal fway between Boston and t he Taunton Green. Thed d
Bay Road was a throughway for theentire locality for nore than a century
before t heRevolution and a half century after it. The tavern has been a
focal point of town activities throughout its history,serving,.at various
times, as a stage coach stop. Msonic Lodge, circus location, and nmeeting
place for various societies.

/

/
The original house was huilt i n1740. | twas enlargedi ntheearly 1800's,
probably when Jonat han/ Cobb bought i t for use as a stage coach stop and
store. Cobb's Tavern becarme thefirst United States Post Office i n Sharon
when Jonat han Cobb was appointed postmaster i n1819. Jeremah Gould, i n his

fnpats ©b wARERANt MESGai | PURhi FheBisi b 3889 BgySt agebbyer Tavas nBy@Sok-nepost
Taunton Turnpike. Once a week themail was sent fromhere t othecenter of
the town". Sharon had 1,000 residents i n1819 when t he post office was
established. The Boston dobe of August 6, 1905, i nan article concerning
the tavern, said, "Atong thehistoric roadside inns i nNew England, none have
a nore interesting history than has Cobb's Tavern i nEast Sharon. | n 1819
Jonat han Cobb was appointed Postmaster for Sharon, themail at that time
being brought tohisoffice i nstagecoaches. | nthedistribution of the
mai | among t he people of thetown, theschool children were given letters
to deliver on their way t oschool. This system of delivery was continued
until theestablishment of a Post Office i nSharon Center."

In 184}-, when t hecentral Post Office was opened i nthecenter of Sharon,

the nane of theoffice at Cobb's Tavern was changed t o East Sharon. Theold
signs, one reading "Post Office" and t heother "East Sharon" arestill in the
tavern. After thedeath of Jonathan Cobb, hi s son,Warrgn, was appoi nted
Postmaster. At thelatter's death i n18"5 thePost Office i nEast Sharon
was abolished and t hetavern was closed tothepublic. The ol d "swing sign"
whi ch Jonathan Cobb erected outside thetavern shows a cob horse withthe
lettering "J.Cobb" underneath. The sign i stheproperty of t he Dedham
Historical Society.

feny societ?iies also nmade use of thetavern's facilities throughout itshis-
bory. The O d Stoughton Musical Society, one of theoldest i nthecountry,

<Jes organi zed i n1786, and net frequently at Cobb's Tavern from 1804t hrough
L808. The Rising Star Masonic Chapter also held its first meeting i n the
;avern i n1815, and continued t oneet i nthelarge second floor roomuntil 1718.

(cont'd)



[9. MNORB &Lt O3=APH CAL REFEREINCES

1. CGould, Jerem ah, Annals of Sharon, Sharon, 1830.

2. Records of Canton Institution of Savings

3. "Boston d obe", August 6, 1905.

4. Cobb, Jonat han, Journal,now i nSharon Public Library.

10 GEG3RAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANCLONG|-» IDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING Thin POIN I OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds pDegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 42 o 08 . 14, 71 o 09 « (207
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SE o .pv,

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

[LIST ALL STATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STAT

NAME AND TITLE:

Elizabeth R Amadon, State Survey Director By M ndy Arbo

OR GANI ZATI ON

Massachusetts Historical Gnmmfiission 10/16/73
STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Boston 617-727-8470 Massachusetts 02108 025
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFfCATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFfCATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (PublicL aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been
fAvaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

| hereby certify that this property is included inthe
National Register.

. . . . . . Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nominationis:
National - State - Local K]
Dijte
Name
ATTEST:

‘Jofin F.X.Davoren
retary of the Commonwealth
TitieChairman,Massachusetts Historical

Commission Keepgr of The Maliewsl FagkiAer

Date Date 0- /. Jy

«tl U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-i
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8) SI GN FI CANCE

Circuses freguently set up their tents on thetavern's grounds and were fed and
bedded down by GCobb. Such groups as Van Anburgh's Menagerie, G F.Bailey's
Circus, Howe's Trans-Atlantic Circus, and t heGreat London Circus and Menagerie
of Trained Aninmals performed there. An oldcircus poster, wood bl ocked i n two
colors, still hangs i nthetaproom Under theprinted Iine,"WLLEXH BI'TAT,
are thepencilled words, "Cobb's Tavern, East Sharon, Mass. on Tuesday Sept. 8,

1846. ADM TTANCE O\LY 25 CENTS'.

The Boston Bicycle Club, organized i n1878, established out-of-town headguarters
«t Cobb's Tavern, The first "Weel around t he Hub" took place i n1879 and
became a regular and popul ar event. A menber, reminiscing about those early
days, wrote, "I shall never forget theexhileqrating ride throughtheBlue Hills
of Milton, but theTavern itself was thechief attraction of theouting. In

due time, theconpany was ushered into thedining room |owceilinged, cool

and confortable. The food was homelike and t he surroundi ngsuni gue."

GPO 921.7 24
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