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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (" i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Situated close to the road on 3/4 of an acre of land, Cobb's Tavern,c.1740, 
i s the la s t structure remaining from an o r i g i n a l complex which included 
barns, a blacksmith shop, and other outbuildings. Granite hitching posts, 
each with a wrought iron pin i n the top, s t i l l stand along the roadway. 

The structure consists of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , a 2-story addition on the 
south side, and a 2-story carriage shed connected to the addition by an 
enclosed passageway. The structure i s t y p i c a l of New England Colonial 
construction, with a ridge roof, clapboard walls,corner boards and a dry 
stone foundation. There i s a generous cornice return on the end and fro n t 
p a v i l l i o n gables. The structure, 7 bays wide, consists of f i v e rooms b u i l t 
around a central chimney. They include the tap room, kitchen and l i v i n g 
room on the f i r s t f l o o r , and two rooms on the second f l o o r , a l l with f i r e ­
places. Entrance to the tap room i s through a double leaf door, each leaf 
2 inches t h i c k , whose exterior boards run horizontally and i n t e r i o r boards 
run v e r t i c a l l y . One leaf i s f i t t e d with a wood astragal. The doors are 
hung with wrought iron strap hinges. Within the tap room,' the 15' pine bar 
i s s t i l l i n t a c t and a small w r i t i n g desk for the Post Office patrons i s 
attached to one of the walls. The f l o o r j o i s t s are logs with the top side 
flattened to receive the f l o o r , which consists of rough sawn oak boards 
topped by a pine f l o o r running i n the same di r e c t i o n as the sub-floor. I n 
t h i s section, the windows have 6/6 sash and the fro n t entrance has narrow 
l i g h t s halfway up on each side, with panelling below. 

The 2-story addition to the south side, made by Jonathan Cobb i n the early 
1800's, has ar c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s exactly matching those of the o r i g i n a l 
house, with the exception of the south w a l l , which i s constructed of brick. 
The brick end contains two chimneys and fireplaces on the f i r s t f l o o r and 
two on the second f l o o r . A second kitchen, larger than the o r i g i n a l one, and 
a dining room were added. The second f l o o r has one large room with an arched 
c e i l i n g that projects i n t o the a t t i c space above. F i r s t used as a Masonic 
Lodge Hall and l a t e r as a ballroom, t h i s room i s now divided i n t o two bed­
chambers. A l l windows i n t h i s addition have 9/6 sash. 

The 2-story carriage shed extends to the south of the addition. I t i s wood 
framed, with clapboards and a s a l t box roof, and rests on a dry stone founda­
t i o n . 

Over loo years ago a wooden porch, with sloped roof and sguare unadorned 
columns and balustrade, was added to the building facade. I t covers one half 
of the structure's f r o n t and extends around the northeastern corner to the 
rear of the bu i l d i n g . Possibly at the same time of t h i s addition, a gabled 
projection of the upstairs h a l l was b u i l t over the porch and a bay window 
<Jas added to the l i v i n g room on the f r o n t facade. 
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Cobb's Tavern i s located on the Old Bay Road, one of the country's most 
ancient highways, halfway between Boston and the Taunton Green. The Old 
Bay Road was a throughway for the entire l o c a l i t y for more than a century 
before the Revolution and a hal f century after i t . The tavern has been a 
focal point of town a c t i v i t i e s throughout i t s history,serving,.at various 
times, as a stage coach stop. Masonic Lodge, circus location, and meeting 
place for various societies. 

/ 
/ 

The o r i g i n a l house was b u i l t i n 1740. I t was enlarged i n the early 1800's, 
probably when Jonathan/Cobb bought i t for use as a stage coach stop and 
store. Cobb's Tavern became the f i r s t United States Post Office i n Sharon 
when Jonathan Cobb was appointed postmaster i n 1819. Jeremiah Gould, i n his 
Annals of Sharon,Mass., published i n 1830, says "Cobb's Tavern was the post o f f i c e to which the dai l y mail was brought by stage over the Boston-to-
Taunton Turnpike. Once a week the mail was sent from here to the center of 
the town". Sharon had 1,000 residents i n 1819 when the post o f f i c e was 
established. The Boston Globe of August 6, 1905, i n an a r t i c l e concerning 
the tavern, said, "Among the h i s t o r i c roadside inns i n New England, none have 
a more inte r e s t i n g history than has Cobb's Tavern i n East Sharon. In 1819 
Jonathan Cobb was appointed Postmaster for Sharon, the mail at that time 
being brought to his o f f i c e i n stagecoaches. In the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 
mail among the people of the town, the school children were given l e t t e r s 
to deliver on t h e i r way to school. This system of delivery was continued 
u n t i l the establishment of a Post Office i n Sharon Center." 

I n 184}-, when the central Post Office was opened i n the center of Sharon, 
the name of the o f f i c e at Cobb's Tavern was changed to East Sharon. The old 
signs, one reading "Post Office" and the other "East Sharon" are s t i l l i n the 
tavern. After the death of Jonathan Cobb, his son,Warrgn, was appointed 
Postmaster. At the l a t t e r ' s death i n 18,̂ 5, the Post Office i n East Sharon 
was abolished and the tavern was closed to the public. The old "swing sign" 
which Jonathan Cobb erected outside the tavern shows a cob horse with the 
l e t t e r i n g "J.Cobb" underneath. The sign i s the property of the Dedham 
Hist o r i c a l Society. 

feny societ^iies also made use of the tavern's f a c i l i t i e s throughout i t s h is-
bory. The Old Stoughton Musical Society, one of the oldest i n the country, 
<7as organized i n 1786, and met frequently at Cobb's Tavern from 1804 through 
L808. The Rising Star Masonic Chapter also held i t s f i r s t meeting i n the 
;avern i n 1815, and continued to meet i n the large second f l o o r room u n t i l 1^18. 

(cont'd) 
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COBB'S TAVERN̂ SHARON 

STATE 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

N o r f o l k 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

Circuses freguently set up t h e i r tents on the tavern's grounds and were fed and 
bedded down by Cobb. Such groups as Van Amburgh's Menagerie, G.F.Bailey's 
Circus, Howe's Trans-Atlantic Circus, and the Great London Circus and Menagerie 
of Trained Animals performed there. An old circus poster, wood blocked i n two 
colors, s t i l l hangs i n the tap room. Under the printed line,"WILL EXHIBIT AT", 
are the pencilled words, "Cobb's Tavern,East Sharon,Mass. on Tuesday Sept.8, 
1846. ADMITTANCE ONLY 25 CENTS". 

The Boston Bicycle Club, organized i n 1878, established out-of-town headguarters 
«t Cobb's Tavern, The f i r s t "Wheel around the Hub" took place i n 1879 and 
became a regular and popular event. A member, reminiscing about those early 
days, wrote, " I s h a l l never forget the exhileqrating ride through the Blue H i l l s 
of Milton, but the Tavern i t s e l f was the chief a t t r a c t i o n of the outing. I n 
due time, the company was ushered in t o the dining room, low ceilinged, cool 
and comfortable. The food was homelike and the surroundings unigue." 
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