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1. Name of Property

Peter Mott house

historic name

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Moore Avenue at Gloucester Avenue ]ﬁnot for publication
city or town Lawnside Borough O vicinity

state _New Jersey code 034 county __Camden code 297 zip code _ 08043

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this (3 nomination
[ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
(X meets [ does not meet he National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

a A\ locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

: (/ // av
ériityirg '« icial/Title Uate

State? /Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

/
4. Natighal Park Service Certification e S
| hereby/certify that the property is: 3ignature ofathe Keeper
entered in the National Register. i
[0 see continuation sheet.

(J determined eligible for the
National Register
(] see continuation sheet.
[J determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[J removed from the National
Register.

3 other, (explain:)

Date of Action

Enterpd in tha q’q . (f




Peter Mott house
Name of Property

Camden Co., NJ
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as, aqp,ly)‘ , (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
O public-local O district
(J public-State O site
(J public-Federal O structure
[0 object

Name of related multiple propenrty listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _ 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

WORK IN PROGRESS

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Mid-19th Century

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _ Brick, stome

walls _asphalt

shingle

roof __asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Peter Mott house
Name of Property

Camden County, NJ

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

& B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

&l C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(0 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations N/A
(Mark “x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[0 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(0 B removed from its original location.

[J € a birthplace or grave.

(J D a cemetery.

[ £ a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

O F a commemorative property.

[OJ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)
Ethnic Heritage: Black

Social History

Architecture

Period of Significance
Ca.1845 - 1879

Significant Dates
Ca.1845

Ca.1870

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Mott, Peter (18077?-1881)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

[J preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

O previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[J designated a National Historic Landmark

[J recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

O recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

[J State Historic Preservation Office
[ Other State agency
(] Federal agency
&l Local government
0 University
(] Other
Name of repository:

Camden County Cultural & Heritage Comm.




Peter Mott house Camden County, NJ
Name of Property County and State

10._Geographical Data

Acreage of Property __Less than 1 acre Runnemede NJ Quad

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

18] lalai6lo210] la14l1,218,2,0] sl Lo o ety b

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

QLJ_JlllllllllIlllI‘ 4I_L_]llllll|llllllll

(J See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte _Gail Greenberg, County Historian

organization _Camden County Cultural & Heritage Commissiondate September 10, 1993

street & number _250 South Park Drive telephone _(609) 858-0040

city or town _Haddon Township state __NJ zip code ___08108

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

i i rical Societ
name Lawnside Historic y

P.0. Box 608

street & number telephone

. i NJ . 08045
city or town _ -awnside state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 1o nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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THE PETER MOTT HOUSE
LAWNSIDE, CAMDEN COUNTY, NJ

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: ARCHITECTURAL

The Peter Mott House located within the King's Court
subdivision of the Borough of Lawnside, NJ, [Photo #1] is in close
proximity to Interstate Route 295, the New Jersey Turnpike and the
White Horse Pike. Oriented toward the latter road, it is a small,
rectangular, two story wood frame structure, one room deep, with a
gable roof, approxipately 15' by 40' in plan. Built in two stages,
c.1845 and ¢.1870," the older section has a full basement with
brick and rubble stone masonry foundation walls; the newer section
has only a shallow crawl space and brick masonry foundation of
unknown depth. The Mott House is the oldest known house in the
borough. The older part of the building is on the south; the later
one-room addition maintains the lines of the original house. The
interior of the house reflects the simplicity of its exterior. The
overall building condition is poor but stabilized.

The exterior fabric of the gable-roofed house consists of
asphalt roofing shingles over wood shingles [#2] and asphalt wall
shingles (east face) [# 3] over wood shingles atop the original
clapboard. Six-over-six sash single-hung windows, originally
shuttered, punctuate the walls and a five-panel entrance door is
centered on the west facade. A simple box cornice runs the length
of both east and west walls and a single-flue stuccoed brick
chimney extends above the ridge line. The roof framing consists of
a single gable of simple rafters; in the older portion they meet at
the ridge in a pegged mortise-and-tenon connection; in the newer
portion they are mitred and nailed together.

1Westfield Architects & Preservation Consultants, The Peter
Mott House: Preservation Plan & Feasibility Study (Haddon Hts.,
July 1992), p. 7.
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" The older part of the building features a full basement, first
floor parlor, two second floor bedrooms and a fenestrated attic.
The one-room wide north addition maintains the lines of the
original house but was built over a shallow crawlspace. All the
floor and roof framing members span in the east-west direction and
bear on the front and rear walls of the building. A framed-out
opening at the south end of the basement exhibits pegged mortise-
and-tenon connections probably contemporary with the original
framing.

Subsequent alterations have included substitution of deeper
joists and beams inside the east and west foundation walls to re-
support rotted joist ends. Second floor framing, also probably in
its original configuration is composed of 3" x 6" joists, 24" on
center spanning the entire 15' depth of the building.

The first-floor plan consists of two rooms separated by a
narrow stair. The original "south" room contains a beaded
baseboard, evidence of a two-piece molded chair rail, and simple
door and window trim. The room has a window on the east and south
walls and a window and door on the west wall. The walls and ceiling
are plastered; the wood floor boards painted. A board-and-batten
door to the basement retains 19th century hardware. The "north"
room [# 4 & 5] has one window on the west wall, one window on the
north wall and a door on the east wall.— A built-in cupboard,
contemporary with the addition (c¢. 1870), has survived in the
southeast corner of the "north" room.

The second floor is divided into three rooms and a stair. The
room to the south is square and contains a window in the west and
east walls. The middle room, adjacent to the stair, also has one
window in each of the east and west walls. This room was converted
into a bathroom and has a bathtub, toilet, sink and small closet.
The north/addition room [#6] has one window in each of the east and
west walls.
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Access to the attic is through a winding stair entered from
the bathroom. The attic space is unfinished although insulated.
The south gable end wall is punctuated with a 4/4 single-hung
window. All structure is exposed and mortise-and-tenon joinery is
used at the ridge on the south end of the house. [#7] A brick
chimney adjoins the original end wall framing. The rafters of the
south addition are joined with cut nails. The exposed roof framing
reveals second generation cedar shingles above spaced roof lath.

The basement located under the original portion of the house
has a dirt floor; three foundation walls are of brick, one
foundation wall is composed of stone and brick. Stonework on the
north wall provides evidence of the past existence of a fireplace
vault. The joists span from east to west with a central girder.
Although an interior stairway once existed, at present access is
only through an exterior bulkhead opening.

Vacant and neglected since the death of its last occupant in
1987, the property on which the Peter Mott House stands was
purchased and subdivided by a local developer who erected 20 semi-
detached homes and planned to demolish the Mott House. Local
residents united to prevent demolition, incorporated as the
Lawnside Historical Society and secured funding for a feasibility
study by Westfield Architects of Haddon Heights, New Jersey.
Finally, the developer donated the house to the Historical Society
for a museum. - .

While the overall condition of the building is poor; it has
been stabilized for the time being and a preservation plan has been
developed and agreed to by the Lawnside Historical Society. The
Historical Society was awarded $97,900 in matching funds from the
New Jersey Historic Trust. The ensuing agreement requires that a
condition survey be completed by November, 1993 and that an
archaeological survey be done before there is further disturbance

of the ground.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The Peter Mott House is a rare surviving example of a housing
type associated with the early development of Lawnside, the only
ante-bellum African-American community to later become an
incorporated municipality in the State of New Jersey.

The house was the residence of Peter Mott (c¢. 1807 ? - 1881)
between c. 1844 when he acquired the first of three parcels of land
on which it was erected and 1879 when he sold it to Levis Moore; it
was here on a tract of land previously owned by Jacob C. White,
Sr., a black Philadelphian prominent in the Underground Railroad
movement,2 that, according to impressive circumstantial evidence
and oral testimony, Mott and his wife, Elizabeth Ann Thomas, lived
and provided sanctuary to runaway slaves. Mott, a_ free black
farmer, also served as a minister at Snow Hill Church.’ He founded
its Sunday School in 1847, becoming the first Superintendent of
what is the second oldest African-American Sunday School in the
area’, organized c. 1792. Today it is known as the Mount Pisgah
African Methodist Episocpal Church. The Peter Mott House meets
National Register Criterion B for its association with Mott, an
important early settler in Snow Hill, Criterion C as a rare example
of an ante-bellum black landowner's home in Snow Hill and,
Criterion A for a property associated with the Underground
Railroad. Forceful circumstantial evidence, and oral traditions
within the borough of Lawnside strongly suggest that Mott was
involved with Underground Railroad activities and used his home as
a "station". o

Ms# 1699, Orrin Evans, "An Account of several Philadelphia
Black families including the Fortens, Purvis and White families and
Ms# 339, The Resolution of the Benezet Joint Stock Association on
the Death of Jacob C. White, Sr.", October, 1872 in The Leon
Gardiner Collection, American Negro Historical Society Papers,
Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

3George R. Prowell, The History of Camden County, NJ
(Philadelphia: L.J. Richards Co, 1886), p. 709.

1pid.
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The house 1is associated with the history of resistance,
individualism and achievement by blacks and whites in the abolition
movement. In spite of the harsh penalties provided against aiders
and abettors of runaways in the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, Peter
Mott is said to have been actively involved in the effort to
promote freedom for members of his race trying to escape bondage.

Lawnside, an early nineteenth century African-American
community was first_known as "Snow Hill", a name appearing in maps
as early as c. 1847°. The name may have been taken from Snow Hill,
Maryland, reputed to be the place of origin of many of its early
residents. In 1840 Ralph Smith, a white, Philadelphia abolitionist
gave to the residents land he owned along Warwick Road between the
present-day boroughs of Barrington and Haddonfield and designed a
formal village plan. He laid out lots’ naming the locale "Free
Haven", to signify its role as a refuge from slavery. The lots were
sold at low prices to provide homesites for free blacks.

‘See  83.90.405 "Map of the State of New Jersey within Ten
Miles of Philadelphia, c. 1847. Map Collection of the Camden County
Historical Society, Camden, NJ. Snow Hill is shown and identified
as "colored settlement"”.

'See 86.110.3.446. "A Tract of land at Snow Hill as laid in
lots and called Free Haven, then owned by Ralph Smith. William
Watson, esqg., Surveyor, 1840. Map Collection of the Camden County
Historical Society, Camden, NJ.
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Smith may have been a Quaker with Haddonfield connections,
cognizant of neighboring "Snow Hill". African~-Americans had
settled in the area long before Smith's efforts; he sought to
develop the community and protect the property rights of those who
had established new lives there.

In 1844 property adjacent to the Smith tract was purchased by
Jacob C. White, Sr., a wealthy and influential Philadelphia African
American dentist, from the estate of Dr. Bowman C. Hendry of
Haddonfield, and added to the plan of Free Haven. Jacob White may
have known Ralph Smith and been encouraged by him to acquire the
land. The fact that White knew of the village is prima facie
evidence that '"Free Haven" played a role in White's anti-slavery
activities. Lawnside's oral traditions have always included talk of
the mix of free blacks, manumitted slaves (presumably of nearby
Quakers) and runaways. In 1907 the village became known as
"Lawnside"; the name had been used for the nearby Reading-Atlantic
City Railroad station since 1883.

When the Philadelphia Vigilance Committee (PVC), the first
organized society of the Underground Railroad, came into existence
in 1838, Jacob C. White, Sr. was chosen as its Secretary. Financial
support came from those who were sympathetic to its cause including
White, William Still and Robert Purvis, all of whom were also
actively engaged in its clandestine work. White's purchase of
additional land for "Free Haven'" came 6 years after the
inception of the PVC giving weight to the statement made by the
authors of The WPA Guide to 1930s New Jersey that .the borough
"...began as a station on the Underground Railroad." !

'The WPA Guide to 1930s New Jersey, (New Brunswick, NJ:
Rutgers University Press, Reprinted 1986). Compiled and written by
the Federal Writers' project of the WPA for the State of NJ.
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In the 1840 census, Mott is listed as a free colored person
between the ages of 24 and 36, employed in agriculture. A female in
the same age category, probably Elizabeth Ann Thomas whom he
married in New Jersey on November 2, 1833°, was part of his
household. Ten years later, in 1850, Mott was recorded as a 40
year-old laborer owning real estate valued at $600, born in New
Jersey and unable to read or write. Eliza Ann Mott [sic] was also
entered as illiterate and born in New Jersey.

The 1860 census reiterates the Motts' birthplace as New
Jersey, indicates he is a farm worker owning real estate worth
$200; however, the pair are not denoted "illiterate". In the 1870
enumeration, some years after the Civil War, Peter Mott, age 60 is
a farmer with real estate valued at $1000. and a personal estate of
$250., establishing him as one of the wealthier members of Free
Haven. At this time, he and his wife, now called Ann are again
classified as illiterate but Peter's birthplace is identified as
Delaware and that of Ann as Virginia.

In 1880, at the last census taken during Mott's life time he
was registered as a widowed plaster mason born in a slave state. He
died the following year of "valvular heart disease" and is buried
in Snow Hill Church (Mount Pisgah) Cemetery.

dGloucester County Historical Society, Woodbury, NJ. The
marriage was performed and recorded by Justice of the Peace, John
Core.
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There can be no doubt that Mott was quite literate: his
signature appears on deeds he signed in 1850 and 1852; Elizabeth
Mott's signature, however, is represented by an "X". Mott's
important role in the community as a minister and Sunday School
official indicates that he was able to read. The contradctions may
be explained either by careless census-takers or Mott's reluctance
to admit he was a person of education from a slave state. Indeed,
since Mott's name does not appear in any New Jersey records until
his 1833 marriage, it is entirely possible that he, himself, was
one of the "contraband"” led out of Delaware to freedom via the
Underground Railroad.

The history of this "transit system" is largely undocumented
even in the journals and writings of William Still, Robert Smedley
and Wilbur H. Siebert. It was a loosely connected system which
relied on the secrecy and commitment of those who participated.
"Conductors”" and "agents" often appeared spontaneously; the work
was performed by volunteers acting according to their own
instincts; private homes served as "stations" and hiding places.
Few records were kept, many fugitives were illiterate. By the end
of the Civil War, the Underground Railroad ceased to function and
former operatives shifted their dedication to improving the status
of freed men; what we have learned about its system has largely
been acquired from written and oral accounts given at a later
date.? oral history in the black community provides a very strong
chain of evidence which cannot be discarded.

Miss Doris Scott, now in her late 70s, recalled, in a film
produced by Muneerah Higgs, Lawnside: The Haven To Freedom, her
grandmother telling her that Peter Mott used to take [fugitive]
slaves in his wagon to the Quakers in Haddonfield and Moorestown.
Miss Scott's grandmother, Mary Williams Bell (1850-1938) may have
been pdssing on information told her by her parents. Deeds and
maps in the possession of Miss Scott show that the Bell place
bordered the Mott property. Because of the proximity of their
homes, Mary Williams Bell undoubtedly knew Mott; in addition, her
family also attended Mount Pisgah Church before joining a break-
away congregation.

9Wilbur H. Siebert, The Underground Railroad From Slavery To
Freedom. (New York: Russell & Russell, 1898, p. 11.
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Wilbur H. Siebert points out, "New Jersey was intimately
associated with Philadelphia...in the underground system...from
Philadelphia ...runaways were taken across the Delaware River to
Camden...thence...to Burlington and...Bordentown." And, once a
slave was led away to freedom, "... [he was] more likely to trust
a black face...[because] a prominent feature of the Negro
underground was providing of overnight accommodations..."

New African American arrivals in Snow Hill in the years prior
to the Civil War would never have caused suspicion and wariness;
hospitality and warm welcome would have been awaiting them.

The Lawnside Historical Society which owns the Peter Mott
House has been awarded $97,900. in matching funds from the NJ
Historic Trust's Preservation Bond program because the significance
of the Peter Mott House to the local community is so great that it
is of the utmost importance to revitalize the building.

Wipid., p. 123.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Block 44; Lot 19

Lawnside Borough, Camden County, NJ
VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary includes the entire parcel containing the
Peter Mott House.
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CHAIN OF TITLE:

Date Grantee Grantor Book/Page

CAMDEN COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS

2/20/92 Lawnside Historical So. Narberth Dev. Corp. 4543/470
7/25/90 Narberth Dev. Corp. Estate/Pear]l Faulcon 4452/852
12/9/83 Pearl Faulcon Mary E. Clayton 3939/216
10/31/41 Chas. Clayton Joseph E. Moore 1169/295
9/4/1895 Joseph E. Moore Lewis [Levis] Moore 207/610
6/21/1879 Lewis[Levis] Moore Peter Mott 94/623
3/8/1848 Peter Mott (part BA) L. Phifer, Esqg. 1/22
5/30/1844 Peter Mott (part B) Thos. Stephenson 1/20
10/10/1850 Peter Mott (part C) Jacob C. White N/305

GLOUCESTER COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS

A: 10/3/1808 Stephen Thomas Thos. Stephenson M, 295

B: 7/15/1806 Thos. Stephenson Jacob Jennings (Lot #6) None
1/15/1806 Thos. Stephenson Jacob Jennings (Lot #5 M,295

C: 9/23/1844 Jacob C. White Estate/Dr. Bowman C. Hendry B/352

11/18/1813 Dr. Bowman C. Hendry Isaac Burrough BB/371

1/15/1806 Isaac Burrough Jacob Jennings None
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Peter Mott House
Lawnside, Camden County, New Jersey

PHOTOGRAPHS

The following is the same for all photographs:
1.) Peter Mott House

2.) Camden County, New Jersey

3.) Martin Shore, Photographer

4.) April, 1992

5.) Negatives held by Margaret Westfield, R.A.
Westfield Architects & Preservation Consultants
425 White Horse Pike
Haddon Heights, NJ 08035
(609) 547-0465

6.) View of Peter Mott House, looking southwest
7.) Photograph 1 of 7

6.) View of north and east elevations, looking southwest
7.) Photograph 2 of 7

6.) View of south and west elevations, looking northeast
7.) Photograph 3 of 7

6.) Interior view of first floor northern room, looking southwest

7.) Photograph 4 of 7

6.) Interior view of first floor northern room, looking northeast

7.) Photograph 5 of 7

6.) Interior view of second floor northern room, looking southeast

7.) Photograph 6 of 7

6.) Interior view of south attic room, looking south
7.) Photograph 7 of 7
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Lawnside Borough, Camden County, New Jersey
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Lawnside Borough, Camden County, New Jersey
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Lawnside Borough, Camden County, New Jersey
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