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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Schuster Building is situated at the corner of Eastern Parkway and
Bardstown Road, just south of the Cherokee Triangle residential district (National
Register- 1976). Bardstown Road is the main commercial artery of Louisville's
Highlands. Eastern Parkway, part of Olmsted's original parkway system, is a vital
transportation link between Louisville's south and east ends.

The Schuster Building is a U-shaped, commercial structure in the Colonial
Revival style, chamfered at the corners, with a foursstory central pavilion
flanked by two«story wings. It 1s'constructed of red brick in common bond,
with wooden trim and a slate roof. The pavilion houses a movie theater; shops and
offices with apartments above occupy the wings.

The theater entrance and the corner shop entry have been altered considerably,

and several of. the shops' facades have been modified to varying degrees. However,
all or1g1nal doorways and ‘windows ‘have been retained, and ‘the two-main ‘entries

to the second floor are unchanged. The more elaborate ‘of - these has a glass—
paneled door, pilasters, and a pediment broken by a famlight. Two multi-~paned
bay windows are situated on either side of this entry.

The second story remains virtually unchanged, consisting of a row of
multi-light casement windows with wooden shutters. The steeply pitched, slate
roof is punctuated by gables which are pierced by louvered bull's eyes with four
keystones.

In the pavilion, both the second and third stories contain two tall,
twenty~light windows. A curvilinear gable rises from the dentiled cornice
above the third story. The pavilion's steep, hip roof is crowned by an
octagonal, glass—enclosed cupola.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Schuster Building is a significant example of the Colonial Revival
style applied to commercial architecture. Built in 1927, it anticipated the
renovation of Williamsburg by two years. Located strategically at a major
intersection, it was designed to provide a . variety of commercial services
to a growing suburban population, v

The Schuster Building is one of the earlier uses of Colonial Revival
architecture in the Louisville area. Other projects during this period in
the Colonial Revival style include Norton Hall (1930) and Mullins Hall of
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, the old Kentucky Title Co.
Building (1927), and the University of Louisville's Administration Building
(1929).

The Schuster Building is the work of the prominent Louisville firm of
Nevin, Wischmeyer & Morgan. A year later, the firm completed the Pendennis
Club, a handsome Georgian Revival structure. Also at this time, Frederieck
Morgan was working with the Allied Architects team to develop a Master Plan
for the University of Louisville., The Administration Building, based largely
on Thomas Jefferson's Rotunda of the University of Virginia, is considered
to be primarily Morgan's work.

Hugh Nevin designed many private residences during his long career, as
well as seven buildings for the Centre College campus:.in Danville, Kentucky.

After 1929, Herman Wischmeyer was a partner in the firm of Wischmeyer
and Arrasmith, whose designs include the Scottish Rite Temple, Duncan Memorial .
Chapel, and Greyhound Bus Terminals in Louisville, Fort Wayne, Washington, D.C.
and other cities.

One of the earliesét multi-use commercial buildings, The Schuster
Building originally housed shops, professional offices, and apartments, as
well as the Uptown Theater. According to a newspaper account of the day,
the theater was "of palatial design and equipped with Vitaphone.'"l It was
designed for both movies and live theater, complete with full stage, organ,
and orchestra pit, _

In spite of some first story alterations, the building retains its
architectural character as a significant example of the Colonial Revival
movement, both at the local and national levels. In addition, it remains an
important part of the commercial vitality of the Highlands area.

1 "Another Link.is~Forged‘in‘Chain¥ M’Louisvillef,Herald'POStJ 9 April 1928,
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thence northeast 35 feet 8 inches, thence northwest 30 feet 5 inches, thence
northeast along Eastern Parkway 135 feet 4 inches to the beginning,
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Schuster Building JAN 29 13880
1500-12 Bardstown Road

Louisville, Jefferson, Kentucky
Sanborn Map Co. (1974) s 19 €
Pelham, New York ’
Map 2. Sanborn Map, Volume 6, p. 671.




