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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICVAL APPEARANCE

The imposing stone house, known as Kiser Station, is located in a rural setting off
Peacock Road, approximately five miles north of Paris, the county seat of Bourbon County,
The structure is situated near the west bank of Stoner Creek The L & N Railroad tracks
Tun by the house on the west.

The original portion of the house is the two-story stone block which faced north.
The rough creek stone is laid in irregular courses. Larger, squarer stones are placed at
“the corners to form quoins. Interior stone chimneys are located at the ends of the main
block. : ‘ ' f
BAN
-The original facade was four bays wide with:the front entrance placed slightly off
centered to the west. The door probably had a four light transom above, like the present
rear entrance, which was directly opposite, The windows on the north had six-over six
pane sash with jack arches above with a central key stone. The original boxed cornice with
a shaped molding below still extends across the facade, although interrupted by the wing
( see photo 1),

The south side of the main block, or rear, retains what must. have been its original
appearance. The rear entrance is reached by simple stone steps. A wooden grill, opening
~ onto the basement is to the left of the door, and the entrance to the cellar is to the right.
The first-floor openings have the original pegged frames, although the panes have been al-
tered to two-over-two. The second-floor openings have six-over-six pane sash, Lookout
windows flank the chimney on the east gable end. A boxed cornice like the one across the
front, extends across the rear ( see photos 2 & 3) : '

‘ Orlgmally a one-story log kltchen extended off the west side of the main block, but
it has been removed. An old photograph shows a one-story Victorian porch which spanned
the rear entrance and the log kitchen.

The, interior layout of the original portion"ie based on the hall and parlor plah. The
front entrance opened onto the west room with a door to an enclosed stair in the east wall .
( see sketch plan). Both rooms have the original mantels with cupboards to one side.

At an early date a one-and-a-half story stone addition was extended off the front
( north) of the house. The stones are rectangular andlaid in-a- more regular-course. An
interior stone chimney is located in the north end. The roof on the east side of the wing .
sweeps down to form a low shed porch on stout chamfered posts on short stone piers. Three
dormers are spaced along the roofline of the east 31de, while only one is located towards
the south end of the west side. :

The present front entrance, with a five-light transon, is placed on the east side in
the third bay from the north. An identical door.is placed directly. oppoexte in the west wall.

(continued)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Kiser Station, located five miles north of Paris on the west bank of Stoner Creek,
was built in 1785 by John Kiser, Sr., a farmer, millwright, and distiller. Three genera-
tions of the Kiser family lived in the house and continued to farm the land. The house was
also the location of the second and third sessions of the Bourbon County court, held in
June and July, 1786. Moreover, the early stone house remains essentially unaltered and
retains the original woodwork, as well as a hand painted mural.

John Kiser, Sr., with his wife and family, moved from Frederick County, Mary-
land to Fayette County ( in what is now Kentucky) in 1780. A year later Kiser headed a party,
composed of several families, and establised a log fort near the present site of the stone
house at the confluence of Stoner and Cooper's Run Creeks in the rich fertile area which
now composes Bourbon County (Kiser Family). This section of the Bluegrass was among
the earliest regions settled in the state, the first survey being made in 1775 by John Floyd
(Collins, p.70), In 1785 Kiser buijlt the sturdy stone house. A year after it was completed,
the second and third sessions of the Bourbon County court were held there. The county had
been formed out of Fayette County in 1785 and was one of the nine counties organized by the
Virginia legislature before Kentucky became a state (Garr, p.28).

In addition to being a farmer, John Kiser built and operated a saw and grist mill,
He later constructed a distillery, in order to convert surplus grain into a more market-
able form, since it was less bulky (Perrin, p.579). In 1802 Kiser conveyed the house,
along with the mill and distillery, to his youngest son, John Kiser, Jr. Kiser (1777-1849)
lived in the stone house and continued his father's business operations. In 1805, he married
Ursula Rout, daughter of John Rout, who was originally from Virginia.

In turn the estate was left to John Kiser's youngest son, James P. Kiser (b. 1828).
James Kiser concentrated his efforts on stock raising, specializing in thoroughbred South-
down sheep. In 1852, James married Lucetta.Current, a native of Bourbon County (Perrin,
p. 574). According to tradition, during the Civil War a small gropp of Union soldiers were
- stationed at the house to protect the rajlroad bridge behind the house, which was on the
main supply line from the north to the south. The Confederate forces were constantly at-
tempting to interrupt the service of the line by destroying the bridges.

At James Kiser's death the house and land was inherited by his youngest son, Walker '
B. Kiser. The house'wa¥ sold ouft of-the Kiser family in 1952, '

(continued)
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The windows in the wing have nine-over-six pane sash on the first floor and six-
over-six in the dormers. Openings are also placed high in the gable end on each
side of the chimney (see photos 1,4, & 5).

The front door opens onto a spacious stair-hall with a parlor on the right.
A gently curving stair with a graceful cherry handrail is situated in the southwest
corner (see photo 6).

Located in the parlor is a fine Federal mantel with a row of double gougework
and a carved oval sunburst in the raised center panel. The corner blocks, which
are supported by paired colonnettes, are decorated with urns. Traces of a very
early mural, composed of a vase with roses and hummingbirds, remains above the
mantel. Cherry presses, which extend to the ceiling, flank the fireplace. All the
window casings in the wing are reeded. An elaborate chair-rail with a groove down
the center remains intact. The original ash floors survive throughout the house
( see photo 7). '

, Several original outbuildings survive west of the house. They included a
stone smokehouse and a tremendous double log pen. The pens, made of hewn logs
and ''V" notches, are approximately 20' X 20' and 15' high. The pens are con-
nected about ten feet above the ground by two fifty foot logs which extend across
both pens on each side. A larger barn has been constructed around the pens to
shelter them (see photos 8,9, & 11).
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The house remains essentially intact, retaining the hall and parlor floor plan and
the original mantels and cupboards, Of particular interest is the fine Federal mantel and
mural in the parlor in the wing. The mantel is composed of a row of double gougework
with a carved oval sunburst in the raised center panel. Urns decorate the corner blocks
which are supported by paired colonnettes. Above the mantel is a hand painted mural of
a vase of roses with hummingbirds, which possibly dates from the construction of the wing.
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Garr, Elizabeth H. History of Kentucky Courthouses., Louisville: Colonial Dames
of America, 1972,

"Kiser Family of Bourbon County.' Unpublished manuscript on file at the Kentucky
Historical Society Library, Frankfort, Kentucky.

Mastin, Bettye Lee. 'Bourbon Court Twice Held at Laurence Simpson Home.,"
Sunday Herald-Leader (Lexington, Kentucky). dJuly 17, 1966,
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Additional information from Mrs. Wade Hampton Whitley, Bourbon County Representative,
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Kiser Station, Bourbon County
Sket ch of floor plan
No scale

a) original front entrance
b) original enclosed staircase
that has been removed




Kiser Station
near Paris

Bourbon County
Kentucky
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Sketch of floor plan
no scale.
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Map 3. DEC 12 1977
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICVAL APPEARANCE

The imposing stone house, known as Kiser Station, is located in a rural setting off
Peacock Road, approximately five miles north of Paris, the county seat of Bourbon County,
The structure is situated near the west bank of Stoner Creek The L & N Railroad tracks
Tun by the house on the west.

The original portion of the house is the two-story stone block which faced north.
The rough creek stone is laid in irregular courses. Larger, squarer stones are placed at
“the corners to form quoins. Interior stone chimneys are located at the ends of the main
block. : ‘ ' f
BAN
-The original facade was four bays wide with:the front entrance placed slightly off
centered to the west. The door probably had a four light transom above, like the present
rear entrance, which was directly opposite, The windows on the north had six-over six
pane sash with jack arches above with a central key stone. The original boxed cornice with
a shaped molding below still extends across the facade, although interrupted by the wing
( see photo 1),

The south side of the main block, or rear, retains what must. have been its original
appearance. The rear entrance is reached by simple stone steps. A wooden grill, opening
~ onto the basement is to the left of the door, and the entrance to the cellar is to the right.
The first-floor openings have the original pegged frames, although the panes have been al-
tered to two-over-two. The second-floor openings have six-over-six pane sash, Lookout
windows flank the chimney on the east gable end. A boxed cornice like the one across the
front, extends across the rear ( see photos 2 & 3) : '

‘ Orlgmally a one-story log kltchen extended off the west side of the main block, but
it has been removed. An old photograph shows a one-story Victorian porch which spanned
the rear entrance and the log kitchen.

The, interior layout of the original portion"ie based on the hall and parlor plah. The
front entrance opened onto the west room with a door to an enclosed stair in the east wall .
( see sketch plan). Both rooms have the original mantels with cupboards to one side.

At an early date a one-and-a-half story stone addition was extended off the front
( north) of the house. The stones are rectangular andlaid in-a- more regular-course. An
interior stone chimney is located in the north end. The roof on the east side of the wing .
sweeps down to form a low shed porch on stout chamfered posts on short stone piers. Three
dormers are spaced along the roofline of the east 31de, while only one is located towards
the south end of the west side. :

The present front entrance, with a five-light transon, is placed on the east side in
the third bay from the north. An identical door.is placed directly. oppoexte in the west wall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Kiser Station, located five miles north of Paris on the west bank of Stoner Creek,
was built in 1785 by John Kiser, Sr., a farmer, millwright, and distiller. Three genera-
tions of the Kiser family lived in the house and continued to farm the land. The house was
also the location of the second and third sessions of the Bourbon County court, held in
June and July, 1786. Moreover, the early stone house remains essentially unaltered and
retains the original woodwork, as well as a hand painted mural.

John Kiser, Sr., with his wife and family, moved from Frederick County, Mary-
land to Fayette County ( in what is now Kentucky) in 1780. A year later Kiser headed a party,
composed of several families, and establised a log fort near the present site of the stone
house at the confluence of Stoner and Cooper's Run Creeks in the rich fertile area which
now composes Bourbon County (Kiser Family). This section of the Bluegrass was among
the earliest regions settled in the state, the first survey being made in 1775 by John Floyd
(Collins, p.70), In 1785 Kiser buijlt the sturdy stone house. A year after it was completed,
the second and third sessions of the Bourbon County court were held there. The county had
been formed out of Fayette County in 1785 and was one of the nine counties organized by the
Virginia legislature before Kentucky became a state (Garr, p.28).

In addition to being a farmer, John Kiser built and operated a saw and grist mill,
He later constructed a distillery, in order to convert surplus grain into a more market-
able form, since it was less bulky (Perrin, p.579). In 1802 Kiser conveyed the house,
along with the mill and distillery, to his youngest son, John Kiser, Jr. Kiser (1777-1849)
lived in the stone house and continued his father's business operations. In 1805, he married
Ursula Rout, daughter of John Rout, who was originally from Virginia.

In turn the estate was left to John Kiser's youngest son, James P. Kiser (b. 1828).
James Kiser concentrated his efforts on stock raising, specializing in thoroughbred South-
down sheep. In 1852, James married Lucetta.Current, a native of Bourbon County (Perrin,
p. 574). According to tradition, during the Civil War a small gropp of Union soldiers were
- stationed at the house to protect the rajlroad bridge behind the house, which was on the
main supply line from the north to the south. The Confederate forces were constantly at-
tempting to interrupt the service of the line by destroying the bridges.

At James Kiser's death the house and land was inherited by his youngest son, Walker '
B. Kiser. The house'wa¥ sold ouft of-the Kiser family in 1952, '
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The windows in the wing have nine-over-six pane sash on the first floor and six-
over-six in the dormers. Openings are also placed high in the gable end on each
side of the chimney (see photos 1,4, & 5).

The front door opens onto a spacious stair-hall with a parlor on the right.
A gently curving stair with a graceful cherry handrail is situated in the southwest
corner (see photo 6).

Located in the parlor is a fine Federal mantel with a row of double gougework
and a carved oval sunburst in the raised center panel. The corner blocks, which
are supported by paired colonnettes, are decorated with urns. Traces of a very
early mural, composed of a vase with roses and hummingbirds, remains above the
mantel. Cherry presses, which extend to the ceiling, flank the fireplace. All the
window casings in the wing are reeded. An elaborate chair-rail with a groove down
the center remains intact. The original ash floors survive throughout the house
( see photo 7). '

, Several original outbuildings survive west of the house. They included a
stone smokehouse and a tremendous double log pen. The pens, made of hewn logs
and ''V" notches, are approximately 20' X 20' and 15' high. The pens are con-
nected about ten feet above the ground by two fifty foot logs which extend across
both pens on each side. A larger barn has been constructed around the pens to
shelter them (see photos 8,9, & 11).
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The house remains essentially intact, retaining the hall and parlor floor plan and
the original mantels and cupboards, Of particular interest is the fine Federal mantel and
mural in the parlor in the wing. The mantel is composed of a row of double gougework
with a carved oval sunburst in the raised center panel. Urns decorate the corner blocks
which are supported by paired colonnettes. Above the mantel is a hand painted mural of
a vase of roses with hummingbirds, which possibly dates from the construction of the wing.
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Garr, Elizabeth H. History of Kentucky Courthouses., Louisville: Colonial Dames
of America, 1972,

"Kiser Family of Bourbon County.' Unpublished manuscript on file at the Kentucky
Historical Society Library, Frankfort, Kentucky.

Mastin, Bettye Lee. 'Bourbon Court Twice Held at Laurence Simpson Home.,"
Sunday Herald-Leader (Lexington, Kentucky). dJuly 17, 1966,

Perrin, William H. History of Bourbon, Scott, Harrison, and Nicholas Counties,
Kentucky, Chicago: O. L. Baskin and Co., 1882.

Additional information from Mrs. Wade Hampton Whitley, Bourbon County Representative,
Paris, Kentucky.,



\ O

S ' \
y!lll - f
! — {\ \};; o ,,,n' Tt § |
. ﬂl)‘ 1 WE s274 Jev, )
¢ EDS'.}?, alt , 2 vy 'Z'.)f.j'lzawllnn i £
! 116'0(,_‘ . ;, \‘- 2 N /‘ j /I‘/,l/‘ 0] -‘4 “:
P s 4 i : . N g )
) e K Beiltord, o » ZLsn bt
4 . . » . N ™ ié ,
. \ , : it
~ HFsSNC et b \ // )T ’/wma.f SE‘“%;;, i§ ﬁ‘f‘ L‘?g}v
, I N‘Cw”'" l(,j J#]f.;'/;ﬂ/mb’ —_— 3 oiilo. %y 5% SR
3?7 N » . - »
S < Cem o shawhas J'ID g2, x';, A\ : ] ‘owB- ates eI
S ANEson (N, 'Ws{bﬂ""’;’a’,'f,‘ /(’.q’.i‘/‘lu“ T e = O Smith s I TN \ Tt
. —P .x,?’étmw I~ “*- ),pgn/ 7/ . y - /. Stor
SLE EUARS ;r} (}"7}’201”71 e -
Y N Grrrenit.afie) u’hm/ sms PWOTR W /N )
: e PPN N &g "D Shasiha
II’Y[.Z" \ : i . . S -E
\ . < .; ‘:r T rabue.y [N 2
T Berry— \ N _urs Chand{er : < . ﬁ
- \ L —* R ans |- "
Vo T - GrifRth Bt | VTR oo Fon s S H5Tler
6 \ ¥ . Mrs T
AN < ST iy o,
) N\ SHEWERwae | 7w Sl Ny
M NGB ol Hicrchonse g S es 0 ANLs
‘ 3 ] N Distittn— EWALTS CRO‘i !’ .,’ROADS
AT Gommsns i A Lhomas s \ N 2
. oy M‘JJ{W'{U"/ .I;ﬁl'ﬂ l/l}ll‘d‘l!» ﬂ‘[)] _ ‘ 2z
- : STt Tittrrson 206a-67 TNELY ™, 'aaa} I At 5
FOREST N MUJ'KVR{,Z'E“V' S e A s NI
LN\ BROVE P, RO« AN
) ) | y g IUDI".,.S‘ ”/‘_I[']r ,ﬂﬂ%lg; 3 I )
.E.Oza'n«mf;: 2 N 15 P Latlersor
o JCantrell ’ "y g 00
\ N Mrs. Moore | ‘3, .
\ .'99 w . ) c:ﬁwi"ré‘pear‘r k § ]’_7, lé'- )
" 4 . 13 A ,
\ e . § J_Morela. { - II. .
- , FYREST @ROVE LB
\ HCorbin. W/ M’;’o@f'&
. 1 J’l;”l:’:_ —0 - st £ o ;
yeser® \ ws= s W Thompson. aves Lst ' \ Wrlbotts Stal
e R
7 Lior f =% WP Hirne groz o al ”4*:.5,,/ @y a2
/’l"ll?/:b-—'-:am : 808 JJameson
:;Ib:r] Y AfF) Jﬂbrin}\\,__; D Talbot . i ‘H'ﬁﬂm ,
4 Frale Tl Hos \ szal o Eﬂzmﬁz{ 3
~ 29 \ ,/Q:'jf,'/. - A A
o ~ 7 L, I ﬁm[//mr oy,
» % ‘ . l \ =
},‘ s ‘ M. Gress ¥ ‘ ”’%",{’m""
e WHWM : Foughie
7 A »SHedges ) \Zelta, 47 .
b4 CASTLE COMFOR .z " - ' J'U’V/VY}S‘[/DE‘ < o W Ve
%’lzzfzﬁeﬂz Bept £h. £ 1 { [’ ”" <& N /' J}I{:]Zy/l;: ~
. ' - .:‘,,_ _ Py ;, ;-l’ WE. $m1m.r i3 I’rn“ﬂz,: \ E‘
0 T T 2 Ci ra.rlrm_{f e MrsBrrns h{
¥ e ﬂllzlr‘cn' Eists - -5' -ﬁcﬁrilﬁlv
b INWOOD FARM G ) S K dshay™
{ *D S Hone : ,,'/ Mrs Croxtol ]’,);Im:‘on/ .
. N Iova- . = » 4 ent- -
. ELM SPRING" Led vhedy— W
\\\\ J!) e nm't/v : \ "[l'll{/r GREEN
= “o0c- ; I'/l[;lrn.(an/ {;‘}‘55
! D Tngles N /;:»1/:;(:1 fer
2 . 1.(q 7
. S En Gieed /h,/i','z‘é"’f" am

W Frryeeson
y LiGoa

Titlrier F1 Teerneed

U NG
Ao/ /lrrmr/w r
(rored (r;n v -

LHMry llu// r;nn -\\h




" Kiser Station

~ near Paris 11
Bourbon County Y 12 ®
Kentucky

Atlas of Bourbon, Clark, Fayette,

Jessamine, and Woodford Counties,

Kentucky, Philadelphia: D. G.
Beers & Co., 1877,

Map 2. Site circled in red at
center right.
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Kiser Station, Bourbon County
Sket ch of floor plan
No scale

a) original front entrance
b) original enclosed staircase
that has been removed




Kiser Station
near Paris

Bourbon County
Kentucky
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Sketch of floor plan
no scale.
1977

Map 3. DEC 12 1977
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