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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fayette, Iowa Depot is a 20' x 60' one story frame depot constructed in 1874,
and a 24' x 48' one story addition was constructed in 1913. The latter (or
south end) has the traditional telegraph operator's bay window view up and down
the tracks and is hip-roofed in contrast to the straight<roof of the north
(freight) end. Although the building was moved, by the railroad's demand,

from tract site, it is essentially unaltered, except for a new foundation.
Besides the bay windows, there are twelve large (8') windows--three sectionals
at the top, two large track side doors, and three wide freight house doors—-—
one sliding and two pulley 1ift, The freight house floor is original wide plank.
The waiting rooms, office and passageway have the original maple floors.

All of these rooms have 14' ceilings, and are lined floor to ceiling with
varnished yellow pine tongue and groove boards. There are two chimneys for

the three wood burning stoves now in use. One chimney is plastered and exposed
in the office. Another is partially exposed in the baggage room, An im-
portant feature of the design is the roof overhang, three feet wide, with
attractive supporting wood braces. The depot is now located on the brow of

a hill, in the area designated, the "State Volga Lake Recreation area."

Woods to the north and west, and sloping pastures to the east and south,
furnish effective landscaping.

The present owners have been careful to choose furnishings reflecting the basic
period of the depot building and to retain and acquire all possible railroad
memorabilia. O0ld Fayette County atlases and family scrapbooks are among the
mementos. The original furnishings include brass light fixtures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, Fayette's depot is an attractive example of '"railroad arch-—
itecture." It is distinguished by extensive use of yellow pine (floor, ceiling,
and walls of the waiting room) which has been varnished to retain the warm char-
acter of the wood. Of necessity, the building has been relocated, but with no
loss to its integrity. The only "additions' have been a new foundation and ex-
terior paint.

The Fayette depot served well into this century as a part of the transportation
history of Iowa. The Chicago, Milwaukee, St, Paul, and Pacific Railroad reached
Fayette in 1874 (and occasioned the construction of the depot) and in the following
years moved continually west. In 1882, Fayette became a station on the way to
Dakota Territory, and the depot hosted many hopeful settlers en route to this
western land. Although the railroad did not (as the inhabitants had hoped)
help centrally-located Fayette to obtain the county seat (the honor going to near-
by West Union), it provided the town with access to eastern markets and assured
its permanence as a relatively prosperous, if not populous, community. e
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The present location of the depot is, in a sense, in keeping with its history,
In June, 1849, Robert Alexander, a hatter and hotel owner from Indiana, homesteaded
in Westfield Township near Fayette. By 1854 he had acquired’ 8K acres of land in
the area. The Fayette depot was built on aparcel of Alexander's acres, Its
present location is also on land once owned by Alexander.

The depot and surrounding 60 acres have been and are the subject of dispute
between the owners and the state of Iowa. A State Conservation Commission pro-
ject to dam the Volga River for recreaticnal purposes would, if carried out,
mean the destruction of the depot and the loss of pasture and virgin timber-
land. The owners of the depot have been fighting state acquisition of their
land for several years. At the present time, the controversy generated by the
project has resulted in a temporary halt in order to study the situation.
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Response to information request of 11/12/76:

#8. The depot was used as such from its construction in 1874 until it was moved,
under threat of demolition by the railroad, in 1965.

#12. Depot was moved in 1965, from its original location along the railroad tracks
in the southwest part of the town of Fayette. It is presently used as a museum,
largely for railroad items, but also for items associated with local history.

#10. (Acreage) The acreage should be amended to consist of 5 acres around the depot,
which are necessary to protect its integrity from extensive development of
the surrounding area for public recreational purposes which would also result in
the demolition of the depot itself.

Because the depot has been moved from its original site, its present surroundings

have little direct historical relationship to it, other than that the original
and present sites were once owned by the same man, Robert Alexander (see #8 on the
National Register nomination form). However, the depot, in its present location,
is in potential danger of destruction by the Iowa State Conservation Commission,
as part of a project which would dam the nearby Volga River for recreational pur-
poses. This Volga Lake Project has been under consideration since 1970. The
original project called for the creation of a single large lake, surrounded by
public recreational facilities. As a first step, the Conservation Commission ob-
tained an option to purchase the property owned by Gladys Rife, who consented only
under threat of condemnation. The depot is located on this property, and should
the property be acquired by the Conservation Commission, the depot will be immediately
demolished. The purchase of the land has not been made,however, because the
original Volga Lake Project was halted when it was found that the soil beneath the
proposed lake will not hold water. An alternative proposal, for the creation of
3-5 "finger lakes' in the same area, has been under consideration by the state
legislature, with no decision to date. However, the probability that the site on
which the depot is located will be developed by some version of this public rec-
reation project is extremely high, due to the influence upon state legislators
which appears to be wielded by proponents of the development of the Volga River
area.

UIM Reference: corrected, and on a basis of 5 acres included in the nomination:
15/590/940 4740/700 (see map for location)



