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The Arcade is a 1910 brick theatre which is set in the main commercial
area of Lake Charles. It is situated immediately to the rear of the Miller
Commercial building on Ryan Street. The theatre is entered from Ryan Street
by means of a one story passageway which passes through the center of the
Miller Building and into the theatre lobby. This is the only public entrance.
The Miller Building and the passageway were replaced in 1927 after a fire.

The present passageway was remodeled in 1935. It is divided into bays by
Corinthian pilasters and recessed ceiling panels.

The theatre itself has brick bearing walls and a wood truss roof with
steel tie rods. Thin steel columns support the theatre's two balconies. The

total seating capacity is 920.

The most conspicuous aspect of the interior is its plaster decorative
work. Decorative features such as moldings, aedicules, entablatures, ornamental
grill work, brackets and medallions were ordered from the Decorator's Supply
Catalogue of Chicago. These features were applied without regard to unity of
style or character. For example, the lower balcony is decorated with heavy
rococo scroll panels and cartouches. By contrast the upper balcony is decorated
with delicate Adamesque garlands.

The area of the stage presents similar contrasts. The procenium is
richly ornamented with Baroque cartouches, cherubs and other forms. Other
areas, notably the ceiling above the stage, have restrained classical orna-
mentation. This type of contrast can be seen in the bay seat balconies as
well. Despite these disparities, all the plaster ornamentation is well
executed and in good condition.

The theatre itself is structurally sound and has not been significantly
altered. The boundaries of the nomination include the theatre, the passageway
and the Miller Building. Although the passageway is not original, the present
one is over 50 years old and it follows the original plan. The passageway
could not stand independently of the Miller Building so it was decided to include
the Miller Building as well.
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From its inception the Arcade was an important and popular focal
point for the performing arts in the Lake Charles area. It drew crowds from
the surrounding parishes as well as eastern Texas, On the theatre's opening
night, for example, a special train brought people from the DeRidder area.
Other towns including Welsh, Longville, Lake Arthur, and Jennings, were
also represented. The regional significance of the Arcade is also shown
by the fact that when famous performers came to the area, the Arcade was
where they entertained. Raymond Hitchcock appeared in traditional
Shakesperian roles, while Ethel Barrymore played in popular melodramas.

, Johnny Jones and other popular vaudville troups appeared regularly. Other
performers included renowned dancers Isadora Duncan and Ruth St. Denis, as
well as the Russian Ballet, and John Philip Sousa with the U. S. Marine Band.
Famous magicians including Blackstone and Houdini also appeared.

Because of its location midway between New Orleans and Houston, many
traveling performers stopped and entertained at Lake Charles. This importance

as a stopping place was enhanced by a "blue law" in Texas which forbade theatrical

performances on Sundays. As a result, the Arcade was often a convenient place
for traveling theatrical troups to stage a Sunday night performance enroute
to Texas.

In addition to its theatrical significance, the Arcade also served
as a center for social life in Lake Charles, From 1910 to 1973 when it
closed, the Arcade was the place where townspeople met for all t57pes of
community activities. These included political gatherings, charity benefits,
amateur theatricals. Thanksgiving and Easter Services, high school plays and
graduation ceremonies. Numerous clubs, civic groups, and associations used
it for regular meetings. As a result, many Lake Charles residents have a strong
personal relationship with the Arcade, because they identify it with memorable

events in their lives.

The Arcade also enjoys minor architectural signficance. It was
designed by I. C. Carter, a prolific local architect who was responsible for
many buildings in the Lake Charles area. The theatre is also notable for
its hight quality, catalogue ordered, plaster ornamentation.
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