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The Cast Mansion is a delightful mixture of the Richard son ian Romanesque and 
Queen Anne styles of architecture, a mixture used widely in the large homes built 
in Colorado in the early 1890s. Located on almost one-half acre, this imposing 
home stands in a prominent residential section of the city. The house is three 
stories plus a basement, and is accented with a four-story tower.

The house is generally square in shape with the tower at the corner, and an en 
circling porch at the same corner with a stone balustrade, double sets of pillars 
supporting the roof of the porch and a pediment over the stairway leading to the 
front door. A flat arched window at the first floor, a bay window above this and 
a fish-scale decorated gable with windows at the attic make up the other half -of 
the main facade. The large number of windows are generally rectangular, some with 
decprative upper sashes,-, The roof, is gabled.; , , ... ., r

The massive double oak doors at the main entrance give an immediate feeling of 
strength and elegance. The home indues seven bedrooms, a marble-floored entry 
hall, three fireplaces, stained glass windows, a wine cellar and full-size bowling 
alley in the basement. The main structure is made of red brick with the four-story 
tower made of red sandstone from Castle Rock, Colorado. The inlaid parquet hardwood 
floor in the library uses four different kinds of wood to form an interesting pattern, 
Beautiful stained glass windows accentuate the living room, dining room, and a second 
floor bedroom. An open oak staircase leads to the second floor. The interior was 
refinished with elegant woodwork in the 1920s.

One of the most interesting rooms in the house is the dining room. With its beamed 
ceiling, panelled walls, fireplace and window composed of eight sections of leaded 
stained glass, the room suggests that of a medieval castle. The residence is in 
excellent condition and has been a Pueblo landmarjc .since its cpnstr.uctd,on» if- ,
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The- Cast ^mansion is significant both for its delightful and imposing late Victorian 
architecture and for its connection with one of the city*s most important families. 
It was built by Charles Edwin Cast in 1892.

Charles E. Cast was one of Southern Colorado's most outstanding- attorneys and one 
of Pueblo's foremost builders. Cast came to Pueblo in 1872 and went into partnership 
with Henry C. Thatcher, who later became Colorado's first Chief Justice. They were 
partners until Thatcher 's death in 1884. Edwin Cast was largely instrumental in 
persuading the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad to build the branch from La Junta 
to Pueblo, an important step in the city's growth. He also was one of the original 
promoters of the Pueblo Gas Company arid later the Electric Light Company. Cast was 
counsel for the Santa Fe Railroad from 1876 until 19Q8, and was one of the lawyers 
that represented the Santa Fe in 1878-79 in a case against General William J. Palmer's 
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. The battle for the right to build tracks along the 
Arkansas River through Royal Gorge wag fought both in the courts and more literally 
without. Cast was one of the first members of the Colorado Bar Association and 
during 1898-99, served as the second state president of the organization.

Robert Schaeffer Cast, Edwin Cast's only child, practiced law with his father in the 
firm of Cast and -Cast until the elder's death in 1908. He then formed a partnership 
with Alva B. Adams which lasted until Adam's death in 1941. Adams became United 
State's senator from Colorado. Robert Cast inherited his father's mansion and lived 
there until passing it on to his son, Robert Cast, Jr. who lived in it until 1960 
when he moved to Denver. Robert, Jr. also followed the legal profession.

In all, the Mansion was lived in by four generations of the Cast family over a period 
of sixty-eight years. Dr. Harold Smith bought the residence in 1960 and the 
Kenneth McCabe family acquired it in 1969.

The mansion is one of Pueblo's most imposing domestic structures, commanding in 
size, delightful with its late-Victorian exuberance of detail, and masterful in the 
handling of the many and varied elements of the exterior. The interior of the house 
was lavishly finished when originally built and modifications have been made in 
keeping with the original atmosphere. Its continuity of oxmership has left it in a 
condition which is unusually good for a home of its vintage and which leaves a 
particularly detailed glimpse into the Colorado of that period.
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