
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

C ' p o r t I ID2 

1 - T o w n p ^ T D h r ^ i H g P 

Address r n l i i m h i a R t r p p t 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 1 | QO ~ 3C? 

Name Beth I s r a e l Synagogue 

Present use vacant 

; I L_--— ^Zr\ |r;--j^ rr". 

' ^ . t •'-"•-1 •• •_, 1 i rv- j ' 

;̂ ' Present owner_Cambridge Redevel .Author 

3. Description: . ̂  y^j, 

Date 1901 

Source facade i n s c r i p t i o n 

StyleBrick Romanesque w. Panel B r i c k 
deco ra t ion 

Architect Nathan Douglass 

Exterior wall fabric red b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other featurei^orner pyramida l towers 

f l a n k gabled main s e c t i o n . S y r i a n -

arched entrance 

Altered No 

Moved ^ ° 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size; A * 

One acre or less _̂  Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 5 5 ' 

mfiiri:z;4l 

• ^ <0 Aff i le 

Approxiijiatje distance of building from street 

6. Recorded by White 

Organization Camb. H i s t . C  

Date J ^ ^ - 19 80 

(4TNA. - B^Ton 50UT-H 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

Congregation o f Beth I s r a e l Synagogue 

Synagogue 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates community cen te r 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts *Z'--.':' 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

X 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The city ' s f i r s t synagogue Vas b u i l t i n Cambridgeport 
i n 19.01 on Columbia Street, now5in the heart of the 
Cambridge Hodel Cities area. B u i l t of brick by architect 
Nathan Douglass, Beth I s r a e l Synagogue i s organized with 
two f r o n t corner towers flanking a s l i g h t l y projecting 
center gable section containing the main entrance. 
A l l windows are roundhaaded, and the main entrance i s ,. • 
surrounded by a low Romanesq̂ ue arch. No longer used 
as a synagogue, the b u i l d i n g i s now owned by the • 
Cambridge Redevelopment Authority. -s-

Beginning i n 19OQ, the ̂ ambridg-e-Coliimbia Street 
area began a t t r a c t i n g large numbers of Russian Jevrs, 
many of whom were moving fron the North and ¥est Ends 
of Boston. Schools, social clubs and synagogues were 
established, with the f i r s t and main synagogue i n the area. 

-END-

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) , 



"ARCilTBCTLTAL SIuNIrlCAJS'CH [Describe ijnportant _ architectural featia-es and 
evaluate in terms o£ other buildings within the ccmunity.) 

(See Attached Sheet) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE CExplain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the bialding relates to the development of the cansnunity. j 

(See Attached Sheet) . , '.: - < 

BIBLIOGRAPHif and/or KEFERŜ CTS {jasne of publication, author, date and publisher) 

(See Standard Bibliography) ' , " • ' 

S p e c i f i c Reference: . ••, . 

Report Four: Old Cambridge, pp. 201-202. ... 

ICW • 7/s: 



NPS Form 10-9aO-* 
(7-«1) 

United States Department of the Interior -
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item mimber 

UIVID WKJ. i U ^ H - U U l O 

EXP. I2/31/84 

Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area  
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. Bottle House Block 

Date/Signature 

/JA£/UUK 1^jdwiAUti ^ / J ^ - ^ 

"ŝ  Building at 42 Edward J . Lopez 
Avenue ***-̂ inî *»-,<« 

East Cambridge Savings Bank 

i ^ , ^ ^ , y Keeper 

Attest 

y ^ Keeper 

Attest 

^Keeper I^IAJIZAAI, A7ka<Aui^ ^.ll 9X 

'\' Attest 

^, Hoyt, Benjamin, House BuBstantlve Hevlew ^Keeper f ^ ^ j j ^ ff./?iAauAAU^ HA\^^ 

^* ' • ' Attest 

y Keeper U)dUa^^ /AAAUJloAt^ H.ld-^:Z 

Attest 

Z Keeper /. )UAJ1^ 4 ZIA/UAJLU. H.I \S2 

Attest 

y Keeper /AJJLKJUJL^ / / . S^OXAAU^ ^.13-

Attest 

• 3^ B and B Chemical Company ^ ^ f l S a t l v f l fie^Q^TCeeper 

Lechmere Point Corporation 
Houses 

Sacred Heart Church, Rectory, 
School and Convent 

i'̂ '̂J, Union Railway Car Barn 

,^ry^-
Baker House - BuBsJantlva HevTeif 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 

' B e t h I srae l Synagogue 

Attest 

Z Keep 

Attest 

«^^eeper 

Attest 





8. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
compietanass 
clari ty 
Sppiicabie cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 

. , , , , 1 ; , • 

relating significance to 
fhe resource 

context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
othar 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . Oeograph ica l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
af Mils pnBo^y srtvitn ttw Mais la: 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date , Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Commants for any Itam may ba continued on an attached ahaat 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

:y:zz for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


