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1. Name of Property

historic name Macedonia African Methodist Episcopal Church 

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 261 - 265 Spruce Street 

city or town Camden City_____________

not for publication 

vicinity

state New Jersey code 034 county Camden code 007 zip code 08103

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I certify that this nomination

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36.CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
statewic

meets
locally.nationally

Signature of

See continuation sheet fqr additional comments.

State or Federal agency and bureau

In mv ODinion. the orooertv | meets
additional comments.

does not meet the National Register criteria. | See continuation sheet for

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau -
4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby ^rtlfy that this property Is:

^ entered In the National Register.
See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the 
National Register.

See continuation sheet.

Signature of th Date of Actia

^//Wf

determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

removed from the National 
Register.

other, (explain:) __________



Macedonia A.M.E. Church
Name of Property

Camden, New Jersey
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

X Private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

public-local district t 0 buildings

public-State site sites

public-Federal structure structures

object objects

1 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) listed in the National Register

N/A 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Relieion Refieious Facility

Social Meetine Hall

Recreation and Culture Auditorium

Religion

Religion

Religious Facility

Meeting Hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Romanesque Revival_________

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone_____________

walls Brick; construction block

roof

other

tar & paper

Narrative Description
(Describe tfie historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets Section 7 pages 1> 4











Macedonia A.M.E. Church
Name of Property

Camden, New Jersey
County and Slate

8 Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for Nationat Register listing.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Ethnic Heritage - African American
X A

B

Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
oif history.
Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria considerations
(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;

Relieion
Social Heritaee
Politics / Government

Period of Significance 
1832-1956

Significant Dates 
1886

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
_______ N/A______ _

Architect/Builder
James Asoden fbuilderl

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object or structure.

I
F a commemorative property._____________________________________ _____________

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) See continuation sheets Section 8 pages 1-17

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography
(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) See continuation 
sheets Section 9 pages 1- 3

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National 
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 

Prirnary location of additional data
State Historic Preservation Office 
Other Slate agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other

Name of repository:
ramden County Historical Society; Newspapers

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 













































Macedonia A.M.E. Church
Name of Properly

Camden, New Jersey
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 18 489374 E 4420238N
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet Section 10 Exhibit A - Maps

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) See continuation sheet Section 10 page 1. 

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) See continuation sheet Section 10 page 1.

11. Form Prepared By __________________

name/title Ramona L. Chainev / President, with additional research and writing from Paul W. Schopp

organization Macedonia Historical Association. Inc. date 7/14/2010

streets number P.O. Box 2066

city or town Camden

____ telephone 856-784-4478 or 609-841-1250

state NJ Zip 08101

code

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. Section 10. Exhibit A. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs - Section 10: Exhibit C Sketch of Church - Section 10: Exhibit B 

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at (he request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name 
Streets number 

city or town __

telephone

state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request 
is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 ef seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this from to the Chief. Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, 
DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington. DC 20503.
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to Attoiltion oi t^ourse
)HN D- COUETER 
foldin’ money on a fa- 
•se is nothing new in

fraud him of his money. 
Appliances for Gambling'

fsey. It's a pastime ' "Every appliance for gambling 
century old. even ' could be seen, attended by drunk­

enness and debauchery to the 
last degree. The argument the 
improvement of the breed

ere was a moratorium 
in the sport lor many

illy you will hear a 
concerning horseflesh, 

uiy of the oldtimers to 
in account of the good 
when the ponies were 
vn in Gloucester or out 
dlle way.
re is a more obscure 
this ancient sport. It 
the old “Camden ami 
lia Race Course’’ which 
ther the best horses of 
y more than 100 years

iwton Township 
:k with its grandstand,
. stables was in old 
iwnship on the Samuel 
farm, later the Bettie 
White Horse turnpike, 
ton creek. Today the 
ttlewood.
ppened in 1835 when a 
V rginia sporting men, 
R. Johnson, Andrew 
in D. Kirby, Otway P. 

WUliam H. Friend, 
the Champion farm. 

IT that followed build- 
erected and a board 

built to circle the mile

ig to historians, thou- 
ised the ferries from 
ta. Many were at- 
m all parts of the sur- 
ountry.
Track

nt personages of the 
itronized the track in- 
L Bailey Peyton, Dr. 
Genera! Irvine, Wil- 

'ns and the Van Mar- 
tr opinions regarding 
of horses were eager- 
>y betting men.
1 through Prowell's 
■f Camdeii county 
light this account; 

■ur-mile'., day always 
grandstand, and cov- 
■Id with carriages and 

every kind. Ladies 
• scarce and entered 
'Ort and betting with 
•al and spirit as their 
Occasionally some 
; farmer of the neigh- 
luld lose his head, bet 
in llte race, and leave 
a wiser man, think- 

tnong the uncertain 
his world horseflesh 
icluded.
>s and ball man, or 
■ith the little joker,' 

about him a won- 
'd. and industriously 
ialllng ‘between the 
ing the verdant ones 
•round and thought it 
asjest thing in the 
n. The player would 
lose a small amount 

zrate. only to entrap 
i.twcting one and de-

........ of the breed of
horses was the object had no 
weight when morality and good 
government wore considered.

“Very soon the better class of 
citizens took the necessary steps 
to abate It and meetings were 
held to express public opinion on 
this, subject. Petitions were 
signed and efforts made to pro­
cure a general law against horse­
racing in the state. This met 
with a determined opposition, but 
was at last brought about, much 
to the relief of the people in 
this vicLnity.’’
Attended by Thousands

‘The sporting community of 
1845,” Prowell’s history tells us, 
“was greatly excited at the meet­
ing of the two celebrated horses 
—Paytona and Fashion—at Long 
Island racecourse, and where 
Fashion, ‘the queen of the turf,’ 
was beaten. Within the next 
month the same animals were 
again brought together on the
Camden and Philadelphia track, 
when and where Fashion won 
back her laurels so unexpectedly 
taken from her."

The event drew thousands fori 
miles around, the crowds packed * 
every nook and cranny. It 
proved to be too much for the 
old grandstand and it collapsed.

In a pamphlet, the late Charles 
S. Boyer, former president of the 
Camden County Historical So­
ciety, had this to say:

"The crowd W£is so great the 
stands were taxed beyond their 
limit, and, during the first heat 
of the race, gave way injuring 
many of the occupants but for­
tunately resulting in no fatali­
ties.
Conditions Denounced 
• "The conditions under which 

I the racetrack was operated were 
pdrucmarjy vicious ana so oaa 
that Judge Carpenter felt called 
upon to bring the matter to the 

' attention of the grand jury. He 
'said, from evidence which had 
been called to his attention, the 
race course was a nuisance of 
the worst kind and that the 
crowd which assembled at the 
lime of the race between Fashion 
and Peytona acted in a manner 
‘that would reflect disgrace upon 
the dark ages.' ’’

Newspapers ran scathing edi­
torials denouncing the track and 
public sentiment was much 
against continuance of the race 
course.

“As a result of public senti­
ment,’’ Boyer recounts, "the Leg­
islature in 1846 passed an act 
prohibiting horse racing for 
‘money or other valuable thing,’ 
or where 20 or more people as­
sembled together.’’

Then in January, 1847, Johnson 
conveyed the property to Sam­
uel Bettie, who during the fol­
lowing year removed the budd­
ings and restored the land to 

: farming purposes.

piptn. Tk« Ixnn «« ke >i me •'clock.
'l^^rodkeOXHUCH »** rmUDStPRIi 
jociSTCura. w**

Race of Fashion and Peytona 
In the Spring of 184.5 attracted 
thousands to the old “Camden 
and Philadelphia Race Course.’’ 
The added weight overtaxed 
the stand and it collapsed, in* 
juring scores. Pictured aiMve 
la from an engraving in local 
newspapers. Below Is shown a 
newspaper advertisement. The 
track was on White Horse pike 
below Newton creek in old 
Newton township. The section 
is now Bettlewood.

pastorate ot the Rev. R. B. Smith, 
who was succeeded by the Rev. 
W. H. Hicks. He served three 
years and was succeeded by the 
Rev. William J. Townsend, in 
whose five-year administration 
the church celebrated its 100th 
anniversary.

Following the Rev. Townsend 
were the Rev. E. N. Marlin, the 
P-.ev. ,7. Leo Pottinger, the Rev. 
W. H. Burrell, the Rev. R. B. 
Smith, after a 20-year lapse, then 
returned for one year. He was 
succeeded by the Rev. C. G. Hall, 
who in turn was succeeded by 
the present pastor who, previous­
ly had served five years as pre­
siding elder in Bermuda.

The church now has a mem­
bership of 400. On May 1 to 5 
the church will be host to the 
Seventy-fourth annual conference 
of the African Methodist Episco­
pal Church of New Jersey.

King Arthur and Holy Graii Cited 

By Rev. Owens at Macedonia AME

*11
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AME church—Camdenlg first house of 
of NegrqeS. It was founded in 1833 and many of. its
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Macedonia African Methodist Episcopal Church 
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: NEW JERSEY, Camden

DATE RECEIVED: 1/27/12 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 3/09/12 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 12000108

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/23/12
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/13/12

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: N

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: Y

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED; 
NATIONAL:

N
N
N

COMMENT WAIVER: N
»/a(ACCEPT

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RETURN ___ REJECT ^^'"^ATE

COMMENTS: ^ C • r ’ /

RECOM./CRITERIA
KirkREVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE_ 

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.























































CHRIS CHRISTIE 
Governor

KIM OUADAGNO 
Lt. Governor

of
Department of Environmental Protection 

NATURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES
Office of the Assistant Commissioner 

Mail Code 501-03A 
PO Box 420

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
609-292-3541/Fax: 609-984-0836

HPO Proj. #05-1833-6 
HPOK2011-213
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January 4,2012

Paul Loether, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Loether:

I am pleased to submit the nomination for the Macedonia African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Camden County, New Jersey, for National Register consideration.

This nomination has received majority approval from the New Jersey State Review Board 
for Historic Sites. All procedures were followed in accordance with regulations published in the 
Federal Register.

Should you want any further information concerning this application, please feel free to 
contact Daniel D. Saunders, Administrator, New Jersey Historic Preservation Office, Mail code 
501-04B, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420, or call him at (609) 633-2397.

Sincere!

Amy Cradic ‘
Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

New Jersey is an E<}ual Opportunity Employer < Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable




