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The Le Mars public library has dimensions of k2 l x 52', and has exterior walls 
of pink/buff brick on a high basement of rock-faced granite. It is basically 
rectangular in form, although the slightly recessed center sections of the 
side elevations give the building a slight dumbbell shape. The tall windows 
of the main floor (now with modern aluminum sash) are paired beneath continuous 
granite lintels; each pair is set within a "panel" formed by flat, engaged 
corner piers and brock corbelled out slightly below the cornice. The roof 
is a very low hip, with a full entablature including a narrow architrave, 
plain frieze, and denticular cornice.

The slightly protruding center entrance pavilion is crowned with a triangular 
pediment, with the initials "A.C." (for Andrew Carnegie) in the tympanum. The 
entrance (with glass and metal doors replacing original wood doors) has a small 
triangular pediment above a broad granite lintel. The entrance is recessed 
within a round, keystone arch formed by large granite voussoirs, supported on 
marble columns of the Ionic order set in antis.

The interior of the library has been remodelled for use as an art and civic 
center. Much of the original woodwork, the semicircular circulation desk, 
and some bookstacks are still used. The original room arrangement, with reading 
rooms to either side of the front, and stack area and workroom at the rear, 
has not been altered.

The building is located at; the south end of the community's central business 
district, with commercial structures to the north and east, residential area 
to the south.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Le Mars public library building (now civic center) is a straightforward, 
typical example of small-town library architecture of early 20th century Iowa. 
The style is an adaptation of the Renaissance Revival, with noteworthy features 
including the five-bay front with projecting entrance pavilion, and the 
heavy round arch of stone. The interior plan 5.till displays the room arrangement 
characteristic of small libraries of this period.

The library building at Le Mars was one of 99 in Iowa funded by Andrew Carnegie 
during the first two decades of the 20th century. Carnegie's offer ofi $10,000 
was made in early 1903, one of 22 such offers to Iowa communities in that year. 
(1903 was the peak year in Iowa for Carnegie grants.) The building was opened 
in 1904.

The development of the public library in Le Mars was typical of most such institu­ 
tions in the state. In 1876, local women organized a library association, and 
housed their small collections in various business buildings in Le Mars. The 
city assumed control (and support) of the 1ibrary in 1885, and, in 189^, following 
passage of an amended state library law, the institution was reorganized and 
trustees elected. Until completion of the Carnegie building, the library operated 
out of rooms above the city offices.

As the functions of the public library expanded over the next 70 years, the little 
Carnegie building gradually became too small for effective library service. However, 
the building was considered a local landmark, and to maintain it, new uses were 
found for it. The local arts council and Chamber of Commerce took over the building 
in 1976; it was rededicated as the Le Mars Civic Center in 1977-
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