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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grahame House is located near Lower Marlboro, 
Calvert County, Maryland. The house is approximately one- 
fifth of a mile north of Maryland Route' 262, one-fourth mile 
northeast of the junction of Route 262 and Maryland Route 523

This is an eighteenth-century original one-and-one-half- 
story brick shell with a steeply pitched "A" roof. The 
house, over a high basement, is five bays long and three bays 
deep constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond with all the 
headers glazed. All the windows have segmental arches con 
sisting of two rows of header brick. The window sills are 
molded brick as is the water table cap. The two windows 
high in the basement have segmental arches and have vertical 
iron grille bars built into the brickwork. The central 
entrance door has a transom. A chimney is built into each 
gable-end wall. The three peaked dormers on the roof appear m 
to be recent at this time (1970). The one-and-a-half-story, m 
two-bay-wide addition to the right of the house with exterior 
walls of beaded clapboard and a single peaked dormer appears 
of early construction.

The alterations have included the purchase and removal 
of the fine paneling throughout the house to the Henry 
Francis duPont Winterthur Museum, Delaware, and the absence
of the original entrance door and window frames.

o
The present (1971) owners have installed modern sashes 

and have filled the old openings with brick. They are 
attempting to reconstruct the interior paneling. o
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STATEMENT OF SI GNI Fl C ANC E

The late eighteenth-century owner of the Grahame House, 
Charles Grahame, was associated with Frederick Calvert, 
sixth Lord Baltimore, through Grahame ! s brother and with 
Thomas Johnson, first elected Governor of the State of 
Maryland, through Grahame f s son. Grahame's brother, David 
Grahame, married Charlotte Hyde, cousin of the sixth Lord 
Baltimore. She became a widow in 1754 and Baltimore appointed 
Charles Grahame to two lucrative patronage jobs Naval 
Officer of the Pocomoke and Surveyor General of the Eastern 
Shore so that he could support his sister-in-law. Baltimore 
acting through Governor Horatio Sharpe replaced Grahame a 
year later when Charlotte Hyde Grahame remarried.

Charles Grahame T s son, John Colin Grahame, married 
Ann Jennings Johnson the daughter of Thomas Johnson, first 
elected Governor of the State of Maryland, which strengthened 
the association between the two men. They served together 
in the Lower House of the Maryland General Assembly. Rose 
Hill, north of Frederick, was a wedding present from Governor 
Johnson to his daughter and son-in-law. After settling at 
Rose Hill and establishing himself in Frederick County, 
John Grahame sold his father T s Calvert County holdings.

Charles Grahame T s political career which included help 
ing to draft Maryland's first constitution (1776) and the 
province's protest to the Stamp Act (1765), as well as his 
election to the first session of the Maryland Senate (1777) > 
brought Grahame into contact with the leaders of Maryland 
politics including two Signers of the Declaration of Inde 
pendence: Samuel Chase and William Paca.

Sometime after 1755 Grahame purchased several 
of land near Lower Marlboro in Calvert County from 
Smith who, by a previous marriage, was the mother a/ Tho 
Sim Lee, the second elected Governor of Maryland 
and 1792-1794). Grahame may have built the Grah 
the 1750's or he may have used a house already on fche 
property. Evidence suggests that a house existed 
on the same tract as the present (1971) building.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local ®

Orlando Ridout IV 
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