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Located two miles west of Springfield on the north side of U.S, Highway 150, is the
Walton Manor cottage. The small brick edifice is situated on.a slope directly in front of the

site of the manor house constructed by General Matthew Walton in 1791. (The manor house
was raised in 1900.)

The office is a one-story four bay structure built on a stone foundation. Because the
building is constructed on a slope, the foundation rises two feet above ground level on the
facade and remains unexposed in the rear. The brick is laid in common bond on all four sides.
Interior chimneys with corbelled tops are located at the gable ends. ( see photo I).

Two deeply set front entrances are located side by side in the center of the facade with
small windows on the east and west side of the doors. The openings have pegged frames with
jack arches above. Two similar windows are placed opposite the facade openings in the rear
wall. Some of the windows have been boarded over. Small lookout windows are located on the
north side of the chifneys in each gable end. .. . -*. .

A wooden dentilated cornice extends across the facade, while a plain boxed cornice spans
the rear. A shed porch, supported by three roughly cut poles, frames the front entrances. A
standing seam metal roof presently covers the structure.

The floor plan of the cottage is based on the hall-and-parlor plan, consisting of one large
room and an adjoining smaller chamber. The original mantels, doors, and chair-rail remain
intact, although they are in poor condition,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The small brick cottage, situated on a hill near the site of Walton's Manor, is believed
to date from 1784. It was built by General Matthew Walton, one of the earliest Kentucky settlers,
who was also a prominent surveyor and politician. His land holdings were so vast that he was
considered one of the wealthiest men in the state. The cottage later served as the law office of
John Pope (1770-1845), a prominent and sometimes controversial politician and a respected lawyer,
who served most of his life in state and national politics.

Matthew Walton, a native of Halifax County, Virginia, served as a soldier in the Revolutionary
War, distinguishing himself at the Battle of Kings Mountain, which was considered the turning
point of the American Revolution. After the war, Walton was in Kentucky surveying lands,
permanently settling at the site of the cottage. Walton's fees were paid in land, thus he accumu—
lated a vast amount of acreage.

In 1785 Walton was elected to represent Nelson County in the Virginia legislature. He was
elected again from Nelson County to serve as a delegate to the 1792 State Constitutional Convention
in Danville, which led to the adoption of a constitution and the formation of Kentucky as a State.
During this time Walton was a member of the Danville Political Club, that met in Danville, and
was influential in forming the political opinions of the Commonwealth. (See Constitution Square,
Danville, Boyle County, listed on the National Register April 2, 1976.)

After the State was formed, Walton was elected to the Kentucky General Assembly. He
wrote and introduced one of the first bills to the assembly which provided for the division of
Nelson County into a new county, called Washington, named in honor of the first President. The
bill was passed and Washington County was formed in 1792, Walton was appointed one of the eight
justices of the peace for the county, At this time Walton's land holdings amounted to over 200, 000
acres, 45,000 acres of which fell in the newly formed county.

From 1795 to 1799 Walton served in the lower house of the legislature and in the sitate
Senate from 1800-1803.

In 1784 Walton settled permanently on a 12,000 acre tract, several miles west of Springfield
on Cartwright Creek, At this time he constructed the two room cottage. Seven years 1%? %11:
X ve
built & Georgian mansion on the hill behind the cottage. The large manor house was sal 0 .
bé&en the E’31‘(i)rs*>g’c pretentious brick estate built in Kentucky. Unfortunately the mansion was razed in
1900, although the original stone kitchen survives.
(continued)
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Matthew Walton married Frances Watkins, a native of Prince Edward County, Virginia. At
Walton's death in 1819, she was considered the wealthiest woman in the State. A year later she
became the third wife of John Pope. Pope moved to Walton Manor and used the cottage as his law
office.

John Pope, a native of Prince William County, Virginia, came to Kentucky with his family
in 1779, After receiving an excellent education, Pope studied law and was admitted to the bar.
From 1802 to 1804 Pope represented Shelby county in the State legislature, and .Fayette County in
1806. A year later he was elected to the United StatesSenate and served a full six-year term, acting
as president pro tem in 1810 and 1811. 1In 1816 he was:.appointed secretary of state of Kentucky
by Governor Gabriel Slaughter, but resigned after a few years, perhaps because of public reaction
to his epousal of Federalism, unpopular in Kentucky. From 1825 to 1829 he served in the State
senate. He relinguished his position to serve as Governor of the Arkansas Territory, having been
appointed by President Andrew Jackson, until he again played a controversial role in the conflict
over the charter of the Bank of the United States. Between 1837 and 1843 he served as a member
of Congress. In the Biographical Encyclopedia (Armstrong, 1878), John Pope is described as
"tindoubtedly one of the most distinguished men and able lawyers of his day" (p. 207). (For a more
detailed account of Pope's career see the John Pope House, Springfield, Washington County, listed
on the National Register May 13, 1976.)

In 1829 Pope sold the Walton Manor to his son-in-law, John Watkins Cocke. At the time
of Cocke's wife's death, however, the property was sold back to Pope. Evidently the :house .
held too many sad memories for Pope, for he sold it immediately to Dr. John Jackson, a staunch
supporter of the Confederacy.

In 1900 the Walton-Pope Mansion was razed, although the stone kitchen was retained.
At this time another house was built on the site, but is now in very poor condition.
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Please note that the new owner of the Walton Manor Cottage is James Hamilton,
Kalarama, Grundy Avenue, Springfield, Kentucky 40069. The new owner
intends to restore the cottage. The house located behind the nominated site
was built in 1904 and is of no significance.



