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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Decatur County Courthouse was built 1&54-186Q.J and is u 
J2ink_jDrick building with stone trim and ls"s1^Jtu1rally sounds 
Its many arches and pilasters are very much in evidence.

March 189(Q!,ii:remodeling was completed by dividing the ^O 1 plus 
high courT room, moving the court to the second xfloor, and 
convertingthe first floor to additional offices. The old court 
room extended the wideth of the building (n to s) and the Judge 
stand and Jury box were north of the walkway - or where the 
stairway now occupj.es.

The stone-like stucco.... placed on the exterior in 1903 is 
tailing now. Where it was scrapped off in 1972 to again show 
only brick and the orginal stone trim on the towers, one wonder 
why the orginal brick surface was ever covered. The color 
contrast is lost, with the gloomy stucco covering much bea&Jy. 

The exterior alterations divided the windows , tho the trim 
above was kept to carry out the same lines of architecture.

The interior of the building has been much neglected, esp 
ecially the court rooms. The offices are crowded because of 
the many historic files in their working rooms. Presently 
there is much unused space which might be utilized to better 
advantage. The main hall is most attractive because of its 
historic floor and needs no improvement. The walls in the 
offices and halls were decorated about 5 years ago except for 
the Court rooms and its been many years since the WRa, painted 
them and there is a large decoration painted on the wall that 
is still discernable and a drawing of it is enclosed.

The surrounding yard is well graded, but the landscaping 
leaves something to be desired. Atop4the JL15 foot clock tower 
a series of large toothed aspen trees have thrived since""'aBoTlt 
1876, giving noteriety far and wide to the city of Greensburg. 
-fTBut the trees seem to hav.e clouded the architectural sign - 
ificance of the building'Jfi Truly our Courthouse and its park 
is the one and only landmajck that we have and should be 
preserved

Sieco Eng. Inc. ,Columbus, Ind. 1970 
Greensburg Daily News Aug 18, 1966 Pg. 1 Bee 3 
Decatur County History - Harding 191o pg 81 

4. Famous Trees - U.S. Forestry phamplet 193b 
5.1ndiana Courthouses of 19th Century, ,^67-68 
David E. Eermansen pg.«£k '"""'
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Architecture : "The Decatur Count^tty&thouse is one of the 
finest example^ of Jt^ Jlg^ United 
gtates. In fact, ST'can think ofonly one better examples The 
old Smithsonian building in Washington, B.C. Edwin Mayj who 
v/as the architect for several Hoosier County tfrorS^aBes and 
the present State Capitol Building, designed the Decatur 
County Courthouse.^ "Although the present Decatur County 
Courthouse was started in JLS54, it v/as not completed until 
1&6Q. It is an interesting and curious solution, asymmetrical 
in plan and picturesque and ramblingin silhouette, but 
suggestive of the Gothic idibm. Conversely, the semicii^ular 
arches are more indicative of Romanesque expressions——'.'o

Politicals William Cumback v/as 4th Congressional District 
Representative in 1854 after admitted to the bar in 1853 here 
and later v/as Lieuteniat^govennor and collector of Internal- 
Revenue for 12 years tho he practiced,. law the balance of 40 
years in the court of this building ̂  It was thru his influen 
ence that Lincoln stopped here Feb. 12, 1861 enroute to his 
inauguration a^ made a brie^ speech, tho he had t&eoBand 
play several numbers. They played weekly on the Courthouse 
lawn and later became the 7th Regiment Band early in the Civil

U.S. Senator Thomas (A?) Hendricks spoke at the Court 
house before a large political rally on Sat. April 25th, 1865. 
He later became U.S. Vice-President in 1884 (7)?^

For one week-end during the Civil War, the iiev; Courthouse 
became a tempory armory ana its park a bivouac area for 
"troops 11 on July llth, 1963 as word spread that "Morgans 
Raiders 11 were coming and armed advance scouts set foot im our 
County. The Treasurer f s office had provisions fcfc feed 10 Reg f ts

While visiting Greensburg on a speaking tour in 1908, Wm. 
Jennings Bryan sat in a carriage smtlxhe S.W. corner of the 
Courthouse Square with Mayor Northern and his visit is remem 
bered for his statement that the Decatur County Courthouse 
v/as the finest specimen of Gothic Architecture that he had 
seen in his travels throughout the world.*

William Alien White used the trees on the Courthouse tower 
as the subject of one of his famous editorials and later visit- 
the site enroute to Uew York.*? _____________ _____ ______ .
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History of Decatur County by Lewis A Harding 1915 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

/National Q State ^] Local gj

^^Q«aJ^
Title In&Mia State Liaison Officer

Bate March 28. 1973

STATE "^ CODE

Indiana \ 8

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

^SuL&^,
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

/ i 1
Da,e V/A 7/7B.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Political con f d.
Even with T.V. medium changing methods of Campaigning, 

Barry Goldwater Jr., now U.S. Representative, spoke on tne 
west steps of the Courthouse in his father's 1964 
Presidential campaign.

Likev/ise Senator Robert Kennedy of New York spoke in 
the sourh side of the Courthouse Park during his fateful 
presidential primary campaign of 1968. u

Urban Planning

"The Courthouse is the very heart of your community 
around which the town grows. The town square concept is 
one of the early approaches to good City Planning, ̂ nd was 
used extensively both in this country and abroad.%£

References:
1. Quote frofi letter to Greensburg Daily flews, Feb. 16, 1973 

by Professor Calvin D. Davis, Dept. of History at Duke 
University, Durham, N.C.

2. Indiana County Courthouses of the 19th Century, By David 
R. Hermansen publ ! d Ball State Univ. Faculty Lecture 
Series 1967-68

3. Ibid
4. Compendium Record of Decatur County Chicago 1915 p.254-260
5. History of Decatur County, Lewis A Harding, ^SS^p. 528
6. Greensburg Daily News July 20, 1963 (Bands) Lp.290 

1 7a History of Decatur County, Lewis A Harding, 1915 p.443 
'8. Greensburg Daily News thurs. Aug. 18, 1966 p.l Sec 3. 

Ibid. P^l Sec 4. 
National Observer 5/13/68 and Greensburg Daily News 5/3/68 
Quote from H. Roll McLaughlin1 s letter to V.P. Batterton 
dated Feb. 17, 1973.

7b.Greensburg Daily News July 11, 1963
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