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1. Name
historic Bel I'i ngham Square
and or common Bel I i ngham Square Historic District
2. Location
Nie-ef<'Broadwayj Ghciftor, CJiestnut, Gi"
sreet & numbe Fifth, FOartttr Gaesve IlILIwUioiiii Masifeerar Sha“raut, not for publication
Shurtleff and WS5Lchihgtoin Stroots.

city, town _MAMjiyicinlty of
state M assanhusetts code county Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status , Present Use
X district public K occupied agriculture A museum

building(s) private unoccupied X commercial * park

structure X both work in progress educational X private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible X entertainment X religious

object MTT  process yes: restricted X government scientific

_i  being considered -X-- yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
nane Mul tiple/See attached owner/property [ist
street & number
city, town vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, regidry of deeds etc. Suffolk County Registry of E)esds
Street & number Qre Pemberton Square
city, town Boston gateMa 02108
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
| vaetnthgr yorﬂ_]; rimc\ga]HltSﬁ oric Assets has this property been determined eligible? yes no

date 1983 federal X state county local
depodtory for survey records Massachusetts Historical Ccmmission

city, town Boston gae MA



7. Description Bel I i ngham Square Historic District, Chelsea, M\

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered __ X original site
good ruins altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located in the center of Chelsea, a small city just north of Boston,
Bellingham Square is a district composed primarily of civic and commercial
buildings built following a major fire in the early 20th century and situated
along the city's principal east/west axis—Broadway. The district also
contains residential buildings constructed during this same period and located
on the less major streets that radiate from Broadway. The irregularly shaped
district consists of 127 properties, including a monument and street clock,
and encompasses nearly thirty acres. Eleven buildings are considered
intrusions within the nominated area due either to irreversible alterations or
their recent date of construction. All major buildings within the district
were constructed within a twenty-year span following the Great Fire of 1908,
which razed all but one existing structure and a Civil War monument.

Reconstruction after the fire occurred along the extant 19th century street
pattern. The district's commercial structures were built along Broadway, the
main axis leading from the industrial waterfront to the major public buildings
in Bellingham Square. This principal route is surrounded by secondary streets
that remain densely developed with working class housing. All buildings in
the district are situated on the property line, abutting sidewalks, and have
little or no landscaping. Ogpen space is limited to that which surrounds
public buildings. Most structures were designed using the full dimensions of
the property boundaries so that irregularities in building shape grew out of
the nineteenth century erratic street patterns forming the land parcels.

The results of the rapid redevelopment following the 1908 Fire include all of
Chelsea’'s major public buildings, the multiple-story commercial buildings on
Broadway between Chelsea Square and Bellingham Square, and the residential
bowfronts and larger multiple-story apartment blocks on surrounding streets.
Because of its homogeneity of building materials, styles, craftsmanship, and
historical context, the district is sharply distinguished from the surrounding
neighborhoods. All structures are made of brick with stone, cast concrete,
and metal ornamentation, and all utilize Classical Revival designs.
Regularity of scale, massing, design and building fabric creates a cohesive
streetscape. Interest and variety are achieved with the use of varying
architectural details derived from the vocabulary of classical styles.
Building plans vary from the basic rectangular block to projecting bowfronts
and U-shaped structures. The residential and commercial buildings are
vernacular in quality of design, whereas the major public buildings, in
varying Classical Revival styles and designed by prominent Boston architects,
reflect more sophisticated architectural interpretations.

Although construction in Bellingham Square occurred within a short timespan,
two distinct periods of development can be seen in the designs of the
buildings. The first group is composed of Georgian Revival-style buildings.

continued
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This group includes nearly all theresidential and commercial buildings
constructed from 1908 t 0 1912. These are characterized by three- and
four-story brick construction with heavy modillioned cornices, projecting
metal -clad bays, or single or double bowfronts. Wndows are elaborated with
splayed keystone lintels. The second group of buildings, consistingof
comercial and civic buildings built after 1911, enploys the Neo-classical
style. The classical ornamentation i sunsculptured and applied t o facades,
friezes and parapets. Often a light-colored building material of stone or
yellow brick i sused.

A description of thedistrict's representative buildings follows. They are
categorized by use and are discussed beginning with civic and religious
buildings and followed by comrercial and residential structures.

Centrally located on a promnent site adjacent tothelibrary. City Hall (Map
#33, photo #1) was designed by Peabody and Stearns i n1908. The buildingis a
fine exanple of t heCeorgian Revival style, consisting of a 2 1/2-story main
brick block flanked by connecting one-story wings. Gay terracotta
ornamentation decorates theslightly projecting central bay. The gilt-domed
tower emerging from t hecentral bay surnounts t hehipped roof and i s the

dom nant feature i nmany views of Chelsea. Classical ornamentation includes
splayed keystone lintels, decorative ornamentation framng theentryway, a
heavy modillioned cornice, and balustrades on thehipped roofs of the
connecting wings.

The Chelsea Public Library (Mp #27), constructed i n1910, i s a Beaux
Arts-style building. |t was designed by Quy Lowell, thearchitect for many
wel | -known Boston buildings including the Miseumof Fine Arts, S mmons College
and Emerson Hall at Harvard. The use of light-colored brick with terracotta
trimtoembellish thecorner pilasters framng theentryway, thenonunental
steps, and t headvancing and receding planes al |l add variety and interest to
the streetscape, yet unity i sachieved i nthescale and craftsmanship of
materials.

The Post Office (Map #23, Photo #3), at 175 Hawthorn St., was designed by
Federal supervising architect James Knox Taylor. Classical Revival i nstyle,
it isconsistent with thesurrounds i nscale, nassing and use of materials,

but it adds particular variety toBellingham Square with the use of Spanish

Col onial Revival-style elements: redtile roof, arcading fenestrationand the
el aborate tile and brick frieze.

The Soldiers and Sailors Mnunent (Map #910, Photo #1) consists-of a granite
base and colum topped with a bronze statue. It i stheonly conplete
structure predating the 1908 Fire. The nmonunment, a Civil Vér menorial, was
located i nUnion Park from 1869 t o 1911, when i t was noved t oits present
location i nfront of City Hall.

The large Gothic Revival Catholic Church, St. Rose (Map #31) was t he only
building i nthedistrict tosurvive thefire, if only partially. The 1869

(continued)
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design by Patrick Keeley, well known for his designs of Roman Catholic
churches, was reworked in 1908 by Edward J.P. Graham, another well-known
architect of Catholic churches. Hereplaced a lancet window over the central
entryway with a rosette window; otherwise, the lancet windows with brick and
stone hood surrounds, the alternating lancet windows and buttresses on the
side walls, andthe arcaded brick corbelling are all part of the 1866 Gothic
design. The other two church buildings in the area were constructed in the
Gothic tradition. The Mt. Bellingham Methodist-Episcopal Church (Map #77), 28
Bellingham St., is of random rubble construction with a southwest buttressed
corner tower. Thecut-stone masonry building of the First Baptist Church (Map
#76), at 185 Shurtleff, is asymmetical with a projecting side entrance tower,
chancel and transepts.

The Chelsea Free Hebrew School (Map #39), 48 Washington Ave., was constructed
in 1923using local Jewish architect Samuel S. Eisenberg's design. The large,
two-story, red brick building of Neo-Classical design conforms to conventional
school plans used in the Boston area. The use of religious symbols for
ornamentation articulates the function of the building andits construction
reflects the importance of the large Jewish population in the city.

The Young Men's Christian Association (Map #78), constructed in 1919 to
designs of William Atherton, is an excellent example of Georgian Revival
architecture. Among the building's notable architectural details are tall
arcaded round-head windows on the first floor, a string course separating the
first and second floors, anda heavy modillioned cornice. These bold and
unreserved elements give a sense of solidity andimportance to the building.

The commercial buildings on Broadway are predominately Georgian Revival and
Neo-Classical in style. The Masonic Temple (Map #8, Photo #6), built in1911
at 311 Broadway, is an outstanding example of a Neo-Classical temple facade
laid over a modest commercial three-story building. In quality of design, the
building can be compared favorably to the major public buildings and stands in
contrast to the more modest design of other commercial buildings in the area.

The two large three-story Georgian Revival commercial buildings at 413-421
Broadway (Map #20) are nearly identical in appearance andwere designed bythe
same architect. They were both owned by members of the Wentworth family, who
were major real estate investors in the community. Differentiated only bythe
color of brick used in their construction, these two buildings are notable for
their rusticated brick quoins, dentillated cornices separating the store
fronts from the upper levels, andthe tripartite, segmental arched windows on
their second stories.

Salvador DeDomenico, owner of the DeDomenico Building (Map #56), 466 Broadway,

and the S. DeDomenico Building (Map #44, Photo #2), 478 Broadway, used the
same architect, Daniel Woodbury, andbuilder, the Guidera Construction Co.,to

continued
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construct both of these large three-story corner buildings in 1908. Although
both are of Neo-Classical Revival design, the building at 466-472 Broadway is
more restrained in its ornamentation. The structure at 478 Broadway, however,
is highly embellished with stone pilasters, creste, keystones, and a large
pedimented window on its facade.

The use of metal-clad bays to create variety in design and texture is seen on
the commercial/residential building at 28-40 Washington Avenue (Map #40) in
Bellingham Square. Again, the scale and massing of the three-story U-shaped
structure are similar to other buildings. Variety is achieved in the
building's details, which include rusticated brick coursing and a heavy
cornice wrapping around the entire building, which articulates the projecting
bays.

The district's residential neighborhoods are urban in character and contain
three general types of buildings. The bowfront row houses along Grove Street
(Map #100-106, Photo #5) are characteristic of one form. They are made of red
or yellow brick standing on raised basements, with stone lintels, arched
entryways, and elaborate modillioned cornices with dentil and egg-and-dart
decorations. Bowfronts on Shurtleff and Marlboro Streets resemble the Grove
Street buildings with some variations, such as the use of octagonal projecting
bays.

The second group of structures are large, three- and four-story apartment
buildings, which often wrap around street corners. Examples of this form are
the 1912 designs of Samuel S. Levy at 27-31 Chester Street (Map #90) and
133-139 Shawmut Street (Map #91). These large brick buildings, although not
highly detailed, do exhibit Georgian Revival-style ornamentation surrounding
entries and windows. Other structures of this type are at 112-116 Hawthorne
Street (Map #67) and 178 Pearl Street (Map #66) and are distinguished by
metal-clad projecting bays that extend from the second to third story.

The final group of residential structures consists of detached single-family
homes, of which there are only a handful in the district. The best example,
built originally for the Chelsea Day Nursery, is at 148 Shawmut (Map #940).
Georgian Revival-style cornice, dormers, and unadorned columns supporting a
projecting portico elaborate the 2 1/2-story brick block.

Buildings in the district are generally in fair to good condition; public
structures are generally in the best repair.

Recent rehabilitation has greatly enhanced the area. Examples of this
activity can be seen at 28-40 Washington Avenue and in the exterior
preservation work at 112-116 Hawthorn and 151-153 Shurtleff Streets, which has
been completed with sensitivity to the architectural integrity of the
buildings and their settings. There are no completely vacant buildings in the

continued
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Bellingham Square area, although several structures just beyond the district's
boundaries have suffered from arson and vandalism, a potential danger to many
of the underutilized buildings in the district. Two of the eight wooden
structures have suffered the application of aluminum or vinyl siding.

Intrusions

The cohesive Bellingham Square district of over 120 structures has only eleven
intrusions. Four of these, built after 1930, are intrusions due to their
recent date of construction. These include the Broadway National Bank,
449-461 Broadway (1969), and 153 Hawthorn, which is a one-story supermarket
built in 1946 of yellow brick with Art Deco elaboration. The low one-story
American Legion Post at 215 Shurtleff, although reminiscent of Colonial
Revival architecture, is also of a later period and of a different scale than
surrounding buildings. The 1958 New England Telephone Company at 1 City Hall
Avenue replaced the enormous castellated armory that had covered the entire
lot adjacent to City Hall, the area's greatest architectural loss.

Four early twentieth century buildings considered noncontributing structures
to the district are: 331 Broadway, due to its major facade alterations and
demolition of the third story; 22 Washington Avenue, due to lack of conformity
of scale with multiple-story buildings in the area; 14 Fourth Street, due to
major facade alterations; and 24 Grove Street, due to dissimilar scale,
building fabric and fenestration alterations.

Three parcels on Hawthorn Street were not developed until the 1930s, at which
time improvements included brick and concrete filling stations without
historical and architectural affinity with the surrounding area. One of
these, 156-158 Hawthorn, is now a vacant lot. The other two, 148 and 130-146
Hawthorn, retain the filling stations, which have been dramatically altered
since 1930.

Archaeological Considerations
The level of urbanization in the densely built residential and commercial

district obliterates archaeological remains. The early twentieth century
building construction and the 1908 Fire destroyed prehistoric resources.
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This docunent created zoni n? ad building codes as well as building permt
rocedures and fire limts that prohibited wooden buildings wthinspecified
oundaries. The Board of Gontrol al so determned the |ocation of new public
bui | dings. They chose Bel|ingham Square at Véshi ngton Arenue ad B O as
the site of the new(dty Hill "ad oversaw the reconstruction of the Library
ad Anory on their original sites.

The placenent of promnent public buildings formng the center and periphery
of Bellingham Syuare vas inportant in the reestablishnent of the public's

i nage of the newcivic axd commercial center. The well-known architectural
firm of I%abolc_iglard Searns designed Aty Hll (Mp #33, Fhoto #1), recalling
| ndependence Hall in design ad creating an mr)o.rtant.mwc focal point for
the citizens of the w Tre building vas detailed in the Georgian Revival
st?/l e, astyle that d be repeated throughout the redevel opnent of the

Bel | i ngham Syuar e ar ea.

The construction of the Chelsea Public Library (Mp #27) andthe Pest Gifice
Mp #23 Fhoto #3) drewnational attention to the snall Clt?/], ihe new

Li brary, designed by Gy Lowel I, was nade possible through the generous gift
of nationally knomn benefactor Anckrew Carnegie. President WIliam Hoard Taft
attended and addressed the dedication of the Post Cffice designed in the
(Qassical Revival style wth Spanish lonial el enments. Both structures are
(k:)onlsl(jstent inscale nassing ad use of naterials wth other BellinghamSyuare
ui | di ngs.

Facing the rear entrance of Gty Hall, the Chelsea Free Heorew Shool (Np
#39), built in 1923, was oe of the [ast buildings to be constructed inthe
area. This Neo-Qassical style structure was designed by architect ad

(hel sea resident Sanvel Esenberg. The presence of the school reflectedthe
I?r e i]ewsh population and the active role this group played intherebirth
of Chel sea.

The planned construction of najor civic buildings under the direction of the
Board of Qontrol quickly led to private devel opnent of conmercial space on
Boaoway ax residential properties onthe Iess naor streets by previous
owners axd by specul at ors. R&y of the speculators were inmgrants wno,

col | aborating wth others, conined their knowedge of building axd business
skills to redevel op Chelsea. T nan wo worked successfully 'n such a
partnership were Philip Gowvand Mrris VBl f. Together they built over a
dozen residential buildings on Shurtleff and Gove Streets-

Qnmercial buil dings al ong Broadvay were quickly constructed in Cbprlgian ad
(Qassical Revival styles. The rapid construction of nunerous multiple story
brick blocks of vernacular interpretationdenonstrated the inportant
contribution of Chelsea residents to the revitalization process. The

conti nued
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cohesiveness of Bellingham Square is particularly enhanced by the DeDomenico
Buildings at 466-472 and 478 Broadway (Map #56 and #44; Photo #2). The use of
classical embellishments on these bricic blocks was representative of popular
architectural trends and contributed variety to the streetscape.

The Executive Building (Map #14), the largest structure in the area, covers
more than one half acre of land and was built in 1916 as a response to the
need for additional commercial and business space. The building's
unsculptured Classical Revival ornamentation blends well with the earlier
Georgian Revival structures surrounding it. The involvement of owner Isadore
Wintman and architect Samuel Eisenberg reiterates the role Jewish citizens
played in Chelsea's revital ization.

Because of the influx of immigrants in need of housing and the vast
displacement of tenants due to the Fire, residential construction also
occurred rapidly. A number of small-scale apartment buildings were built to
meet this need. Examples of this form of development are four properties on
Shurtleff Street (Map #80-82; Photo #4). Designed by Samuel Levy between 1910
and 1912, they are 3-story, modestly detailed Georgian Revival-style buildings
that were owned by Jewish immigrants and designed by a Jewish architect.
Again, the important role of Jews in the redevelopment of the Bellingham
Square District is articulated.

Larger apartment blocks were also constructed, filling the need for
large-scale housing that was moderate in cost. One example is the Georgian
Revival-style Central Building (Map #26; Photo #4) located at the prominent
corner of Shurtleff and Broadway. Others are the curved brick buildings at
133-139 Shawmut (Map #91) and 127-133 Chester Streets (Map #90) and those with
elaborate projecting bays at 178 Pearl (Map #66) and 112-116 Hawthorn Streets
(Map #67) which were designed by Samuel Levy, owned by real estate investors
and designed in the Georgian Revival tradition. All four buildings are focal
points and highly visible properties reflecting the character of the
surrounding area.

Although the majority of the buildings were products of local architects, the
principal public structures were designed by well-known Boston architectural
firms. The choice of Peabody and Stearns as architects for the City Hall (Map
#33; Photo #1) was particularly significant, since the quality of the City
Hall's design set the tone for subsequent building in the district. Other
prominent Boston architects responsible for construction in the nominated area
included Guy Lowell and Henry Bacon. Lowell designed the library in the Beaux
Arts tradition. It is reminiscent of other buildings he designed including
the New Hampshire Historical Society in Concord, New Hampshire. Bacon
designed several monuments in Boston, but is best known for his design of the

Continued
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Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., completed in 1917. In Chelsea, he
designed the elaborate Renaissance Revival Chelsea Savings Bank which has
recently lost its integrity with the addition of a marbleized sheathing.

Generally, church buildings in the district were the work of prominent
ecclesiastical architects who built in the Gothic Revival style. St. Rose
Church (Map #31) was designed in 1866 by Patrick Keeley, the leading Roman
Catholic architect of the late 19th century. The building was only partially
damaged in the 1908 Fire. After the Fire, Edward J.P. Graham, a prominent
Catholic architect with a long list of commissions, reworked Keeley's design
to produce today's church building. Designed in 1909 by George Newton, the
First Baptist Church (Map #76) is another religious building conceived by a
widely known Boston architect.

The majority of the buildings in the district, however, were designed by local
architects Samuel Levy and Samuel Eisenberg. Their work was clearly
influenced by the sophistication and high quality of design seen in the
district's public buildings.

The rapid revitalization of the Bellingham Square Historic District left few
undeveloped parcels of land. Therefore only four of the eleven intrusions
are a result of new construction. The number of intrusions are minimal and
their presence does not affect the integrity of the district. Intrusions make
up only &% of the total 120 structures.

Chelsea's population peaked in 1930 and began to dwindle in the 1940s. A
general reversal of economic conditions in the 1950s and 1960s led to a drop
in real estate prices. The area's decline was accelerated by the intrusion of
the overpowering Tobin Bridge, which cut through the city just west of
Bellingham Square. Since the 1970s, however, Chelsea has seen a renewed
influx of immigrants into the residential areas with social service agencies
now occupying space in the commercial buildings on Broadway.
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|

1. Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Dep't., Architects Files.
2. Chelsea City Directories, 1906-1930; Chelsea Public Library.
3. Chelsea City Hall: Assessor's Office, Building Dep't., Engineers' Dep't.
4. Chelsea Public Library, Chelsea Archives. ;
5. Elden, L.L. Certain Towns and Cities Adjacent t oBoston and t he Bost on Edi son

System 19009. .

Gillespie, Charles B, ACity of Chelsea, 1898. j

7. Kopf, Edward, Thelntimte City: A Study of Wban Social Oder, Chel sea My 1906-1915
University Mcrofilms International, A Arbor, Mchigan, 1974.

8. Pratt, Walter M, The Burning of Chelsea, 1908
Seven Generations: A Story of Prattville and Chel sea, 1930

9. Society for the Preservation of NewEngland Antiquities, Library, Chelsea File.
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10, &EORAPH CAL DATA  (Verbal boundary descriptionandijustification)

Begi nning at a point 102.92 feet along Division St. from theintersectionof Crossand
Division Sts., theboundary follows t he southeast property lines of 251-259 Broadway

in anortheastward direction andruns along thenorthwest side of Division St towithin
100.80 feet of theintersectionof Fourth and Division Sts. where i t turns southeastward
running along thewestern property line of 178Pearl, crossing Pearl St. t othewestern
property line of 112-116 Hawt horn at which point i tturns westerly for 10 feet and south
for 73 feet. At Hawthorn St., theboundary again turns northeastward running along the
southern property line of 112-116 Hawt horn for 94.80 feet at which point the district
boundary turns i na northeast direction torunalong thesouthern boundary of 121-123
Hawt horn, at which point i tturns to followtheeastern property lines of 121-123 and
131- 133 Hawt horn t ot he southern property line of 150-154 Shurtleff where i t turns
easterly again proceeding t oShurtleff St. Thedistrict boundary crosses Shurtleff and
turns southwestward proceeding t othe southern property line of 137-139 Shurtleff; at
which point i tfollows the southern andeastern property lines t othe southern property -
line of 27-31 Chester; at which point thedistrict boundary follows the southern and
eastern property line of 27-31 Chester t othe center line of Shawnt, turning east

and running along Chester t othesouthern property line of 133-137 Shawwt; at which

point i tturns north torunalong theeastern property lines of 133-143 Shawmt. At
Cottage St. theboundary turns westerly, crossing Shawmut t o148 andfollowsthe
easterly andnortherly property lines of 148 Shawnt, until i tturns north again and ’

proceeds, crossing Bellingham St, i nanortherly direction, running along the eastern
property line of theM. Bellingham Church andthe YMCAt o Grove St. The-district
boundary crosses Grove, turns eastward andproceeds t ot he eastern boundary of 44 G ove
at which point i tturns north for 62.75 feet, east for 41.67 feet, north for 67.50 feet,
west for 245 feet; at which point theboundary follows the southern andeastern property
lines of 11Library, totheeastern property line of 571-577 Broadway. The boundary
then follows the eastern property line of 571-583 Broadway , the southern, eastern

and northern boundaries of 585-593 Broadway, crossing Broadway t oSt. Rose Church. At -
the Church, theboundary follows theeastern, northern and western property lines of K
St. Rose Church and School, along Broadway, therailroad tracks and Chestnut. At 311-319"°
Chestnut, theboundary turns west crossing Chestnut St. andruns along the northern
boundary of 1-3 Fay Square, crossing Wahsington St andfollows thenorth and west
boundaries of 52-56 Washington to Sixth St, where i t crosses t othewestern property lines
of 48 Washi ngton and 286-270 Chestnut. At'.the southern property line of 270 Chestnut,

the boundary turns eastward crossing Chestnut t othenorthern property line of 261 where
it turns southward andproceeds t othe corner of Chestnut andFifth, where i t turns "
eastward for 80 feet; at which point theboundary crossed Fifth andfollows the western

-l continued
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and southern property lines of 14 Fifth, crossing Cherry, where i tturns south for 25
feet and then follows the western and southern property IInej of 458 Broadway. The
district boundary crosses Broadway, at which point i tturns southward and continues
along Broadway to the southern property line of 251-259 Broadway, where i t turns
east and fornms a continuous boundary for Bellingham Square Historic District,

The boundary includes an architecturally and historically cohesive district, distinct
from surrounding areas. The topography isrelatively flat with hills surrounding the

« district on the north and east sides. North of Bellingham Square are the railroad tracks
O tiie nortiiwestern boundary, the expressway and Tobin Bridge separate the district from
ot her Chel sea nei ghborhoods.  The west side of Broadway includes single story comrercial
buil dings, unlike those inthe historic district. @ the southeasterlyand northeasterl]j
boundaries the housing outside the district changes to includenmostly franme structures,
distinctive fromthe brick construction within the historic district,
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p

MAB #

19.
20,

K« 02. 1

"2
23,

l U 4

p<

' 25.
26.

30.

33.
34.

35.
36.

HISTORIC NAME

United States Post Office

The Central

Chel sea Public Library

St. Rose Church
St. Rose School
City Hall

Fire Alarm Headquarters

Central Fire Station

DISTRICT DATA SIEI-T

STREET ADDRIISS

413- 421 Broadway
423- 429 Br oadway
435- 439 Br oadway
443- 447 Br oadway
175 Hawt horn
469- 473 Br oadway
475- 477 Br oadway
481- 483 Br oadway
569 Broadway *
571- 577 Broadway
583 Br oadway
585- 593 Br cadway
580 Broadway

580 Broadway

500 Broadway

Vashi ngt on Ave.

307 Chestnut St.
311-319 Chestnut St.

DATE OF CONSTRUCITON

1910
1911
1910
1909
1910
1922
1910
1910
/\ 1910
[ )
1929
1911
1908
1866/ 1908
1911
1910
i1
1935
1908
1911

SYLE

Georgi an Revival

Geor gi an Revi val

Neo- cl assi cal

Georgi an Revival

Spani sh Col oni al Revi val
Neo Cl assical Revival
Georgi an Revival

Geor gi an Revi val

Beaux Art

Neo Classical Revival

Georgi an Revival
Got hi ¢ Revi val

Neo Cl assical Revival
Georgi an Revival

Neo Classical Revival
Art Deco

Neo Classical Revival

Geor gi an Revi val



MAP #

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44,
45,
46.
47,
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55.
56.

57.

HISTORIC mm

Chel sea Hebrew Free School

S Dedoraenico Building

—9

DeDorneni co Bui | ding

Freeman Buil ding

DISTRICT DATA SVET

STREET ADDRESS
1-3 Fay Square
50-56 Washi ngt on

48 Washi ngton

28-40 Washi ngton
20 Washington
18 Washington

10-16 Washington

478 Broadway, 2-8 Washington

224-228 Cherry
13-17 Fifth

253- 255 Chest nut
259 Chest nut
263 Chest nut
2847286 Chestnut
280 Chest nut
278 Chest nut
274-276 Chestnut
270 Chest nut

14 Fifth

466- 472 Br oadway
458- 464 Br oadway

DATE OF CONSTRUa iON

1916
1922
1923 .
1909
1912
1909 -
1909
1908
1912
1912,
1911
1911 -
1914 *
1917
1914
1915
1916
1915
1909

1908
1908

r

1914

SIYLE

Neo Classical Revival
Neo Cl assical Revival
Neo Classical Revival
Ceorgi an Revival
CGeorgi an Revival
CGeorgi an Revival
CGeorgi an Revival

Rennai ssance Revival

CGeorgi an Revival .

CGeorgi an Revi vall
|

Rennai ssance Revival

Neo Classical Revival

Col oni al Revival

Col oni al Revival

CGeorgi an Revival

Col oni al Revival

CGeorgi an Revival

Neo Classical Revival

Neo Classical Revival



DISTRICT DATA HEIH

MP 1 ni SR C MNNE SIRET AIR-SS DAE - CODEIREI N

58 — 9-11 Fourth 1911 Georgi an Revival
o. 'IP N 121-123 Hawt horn 1925 Neo Classical Revival
'O:*" : "g 131- 133 Hawt horn 1916 Rennai ssance Revi val
135- 137 Hawt horn 1916 Rennai ssance Revi val

62. . 139- 141 Hawt horn : 1912 ' ;  Georgian Revival

A 3 Victoria Bldg. 149- 151 Hawt horn 1911 . / Geor gi an Revival

163- 165 Hawt horn 1912 , /; Geor gi an Revi val

184-186 Pear| St . AN 1909 Georgi an Revival

66. — 178 Pear!| St. 1911 ' Georgi an Revival

7 112-116 Hawt horn 1911 - Goer gi an Revi val

137-139 Shurtleff 1911 » Geor gi an Revival

e 6G'» 143 Shurtleff 1909 Geor gi an Revival

147- 149 Shurtleff 1911 Georgi an Revival

|~ N m H 151- 153 Shurtleff . 1911 i Geor gi an Revi val

o0 ~ .

72., v = 159- 161 Shurtleff 1911 Georgi an Revival

73. , 163- 165 Shurtleff - 1919 1 r ' . Col oni al Revival
14+ 167 Shurtleff 1914 Rennai ssance Revival

75. 173 Shurtleff 1913 Georgi an Revival

J [ . .
B.: First Bapti SJt Chur ch 185 Shurtleff 1909 Got hi ¢ Revival



MAP | msrORIC NAVIE

77. Mt Bellingham M & E Church

78. YMCA

79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

'87.-

89.
99,
91.

92.

94. Chelsea Day Nursery
95.

96.

DISTRICT DATA SVE.T

STREET ADDRISS

28 Bel | i ngham
207 Shurtleff

221 Shurtleff
198-202 Shurtleff
196 Shurtleff
190- 194 Shurtleff
176 Shurtleff
172-174 Shurtleff
168-170 Shurtleff
162-164 Shurt| eff
150- 154 Shurtleff
7 Chester

23-25 Chester
27-31 Chester
133- 139 Shawmt
141 Shawnut

143 Shawnut

148 Shawmt »
140 Shawmut

136 Shawnut

DATE OF CONSTRUG |ON

y 1908
1910 ;

1909

1915 j-"-

1911
1911
1913
1919
1915
1911
1926
1912
1911
1912
, 1912
1912
1908
1909
1916

1913

SIYLE

Got hic Revival
Geor gi an Revi val
CGeorgi an Revival
Georgi an Revival
Georgi an Revival
CGeorgi an Revival

Col oni al Revival

Rennai ssance Revi val

CGeorgi an Revival

CGeorgi an Revival

Rennai ssance Revival

CGeorgi an Revival
Georgi an Revival
CGeorgi an Revival

CGeorgi an Revival

CGeorgi an Revival
CGeorgi an Revival
CGeorgi an Revival

CGeorgi an Revival

_S



DISTRICT DATA SVELT

MP | HSRC MNNE SIRET ADE. S DNE OF CERG | IVE
97. 30 Chester 1916 Col oni al Revival
08. 26 Chester 1908
99. 8-10 Chester 1911 Geor gi an Revival
1007 12-14 G ove 1912 Georgi an Revival
| Gl 16-18 G ove 1912 Geor gi an Revival
102. — 26 Grove 1915' Geor gi an Revival
103. 30- 34 G ove 1916 Geor gi an Revival
104- 36-38 G ove 1912 Georgi an Revival
105. 44-46 G ove 1912 Georgi an Revival
106 | Marl boro 1908 Georgi an Revival
107 A 5 Mar | boro 1909 Geor gi an Revival
i 15 Mar | boro 1911 Geor gi an

108 ’ Revi val

109v 19 Marl boro 1909" Geor gi an ,
Revi val

¢ 110 25- 27 Marl boro 1910 Geor gi an .
' Revi val

111, 31- 33 Marl boro 1910 Geor gi an .
Revi val

112. 35-37 Mar | boro 1910 Geor gi an .
Revi val

113. 41-43 Marl boro 1910 Geor gi an _
Revi val

114. [l Library 1909 Geor gi an .
Revi val

910. Sol diers & Sailors Mnunent Bellingham Square 1869

911. Cl ock Bel I'i ngham Square



m O O wW >

I ®©

H33 R C M

American Legion

DISTRICT DATA SVE.T

I NTRUSI ONS
STRET ADE S5

331 Broadway

14 Fourth

449 Broadway

1 City Hall Ave.
22 \Washington St .
153 Hawt horn

156- 158 Hawt horn
148 Hawt horn

130- 146 Hawt horn
215 Shurtleff

24 Grove

AE - COSRA TAN

1908
1908
1969
1958
1922

1948

1930

1937

1911

SIME

intrusion/major alteratn

intrusion/major alteratn
intrusion/lack of his|;or."
signif.
intrusion/lack of scale
design
intrusion/lack of scale e

intrusion/lack of scale ;
historical ;
vacant | ot

intrusion/major alteratn

intrusion/major alteratn

intrusion/lack of :
scal e, design ;



WASO Form-177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Bellingham Sguare Historic District
Suffolk County

MASSACHUSETTS . 6 1%
Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: r*/6/r""<n _
Date Due: /[/3//s~ - INj-alfi
Action:

EH resubmission Entered in the RETURN

. nomination by person or local government Nat i onal Regi st er REIECT

CZI owner objection Federal Agency:

. appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request mi appeal CH NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ® yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated e unaltered » original site
im good I lruins altered moved date _
o fair | lunexposed

Describe the present and original Of known) physical appearance

* summary paragraph

e completeness .
e clarity

« alterations/integrity

* dates

* boundary selection
















































The City of Chelsea Massachusetts 08 Brondway

Chelsea, MA 02150
884m)7

Office of the Mayor
Paul C. Casino, Acting Mayor

Oct ober 27, 1983

Ms. Valerie Tal mage, Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

294 Washington Street 1. e *
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Tal mage:

Encl osed pl ease find Chelsea's application for the nom nation of
the BellinghamSquare Historic District as a National Register Historic
District.

The proposed district includes public and private buildings con-
structed immediatelyafter theGeat Fire of 1908 which destroyedal |
buildings within t heboundaries of t heproposedDistrict. The buildings
have historic significancenot only as representatives of early twentieth
century architecture, but also as theelements of an unusually, conpre-
hensive urban design program whi ch occurred i nresponse tothedestruc-
tion caused by thefire

Designating theBellinghamSquare Area as a National Historic Dis-
trict will provide incentives for preserving thebuildings andwill en-
hance Chelsea's image as a place of historic interest.

Upon your reviewof theattached application, | would appreciate an
opportunity forny staff tomeet with representatives of your officeto
di scuss t heproposed designation. Please contact M chael F. Gl avin,
Director of theOffice of Commnlty Devel oprrent at 889-0700 t oarrange
such a meeting at your convenience. : ’

Thank you f or your consideration of this application and t he assist-
ance your office has provided to Chelsea i nits conmunity devel opnent
program efforts.

Very truly yours,

Paul G Casino
P& gg Acting Mayor
cc: M chael F. Gl avin
end. . LA









