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LOCATION
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Offutt Air Force Base
CITY. TOWN

X 1 VICINITY OF Bell evile
STATE

Nebraska
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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U. S. Government
DAlt

1893 through 1948 ^FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY _.LOCAL
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STATE
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Blacksmith Shop (Offutt Air Force Base), Building 44, is located on the south side 
of Grant Pass Road near the southwest corner of the 502.59 acres of land acquired by 
the Government in 1889 to establish Fort Crook, now known as Offutt Air Force Base. 
Grant Pass Road comprises a portion of the on-base road net. The base is located adja­ 
cent to U.S. Highway 73-75 about 10 miles south of downtown Omaha, Nebraska. The base 
is adjacent to the southwest edge of the central business district of Bellevue, Nebraska,

The original contours of the land area surrounding the Building have been changed very 
little by grading for parking lots and streets. The Building is located on the site 
where it was originally constructed.

Construction of the Blacksmith Shop (Building 44) was completed in 1893. The Building, 
a handsome single story structure, was designed as a regimental blacksmith, tinsmith, 
plumber, paint, carpenter, and wheelwright shop.

The Blacksmith Shop faces north and has a hipped roof. The slate shingles have been 
replaced with asphalt 3-tab shingles. The walls are red pressed brick set on an off- 
white limestone block foundation. The two large brick chimneys originally used to vent 
space heaters are intact. The 31 windows and 4 doors are arched. The doors originally 
were tall enough and wide enough to permit entry and exit of animals, but the doors 
have been closed or reduced to standard size personnel doors with wood framing.

The interior of the Building is divided into three sections by two 12-inch thick brick 
partitions, and the walls are exposed brick. The wood floor in the center section has 
been replaced with a concrete slab. The floors in all three sections have been over- 
layed with wall-to-wall carpet. Other interior modifications include the installation 
of fluorescent lights, overhead gas space heaters, central air conditioning, and two 
bathrooms with a commode and wash basin.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Blacksmith Shop is significant for its architecture, excellent craftsmanship, and its 
role in support of military operations. The Building is a tangible reminder of a method 
of warfare that is now extinct. It is one of two or three buildings in the geographic 
area and the only one of the two or three buildings still under Government control con­ 
structed initially to support horse drawn implements of war. The original architectural 
character and beauty of the Building has been preserved, except the slate roof.

Plans for the Building were made in 1888 and money for its construction was appropriated 
during the term of President Grover Cleveland. In 1894 the Building was occupied by 
the 22nd U.S. Infantry Regiment. The Building later served the 6th, llth, 17th, and 
30th U.S. Infantry Regiments, and the 7th Army Corps Headquarters.

From 1933 until 1938 the Building was used as a Civil Conservation Corps (CCC) Head­ 
quarters. From 1938 until 1941 the Building was used for an electric and sheet metal 
shop when it was converted by the Army Quartermaster Corps to a railroad weigh station. 
In about 1946 the Building was converted to a Squadron Headquarters for the Air Instal­ 
lation Engineer Squadron, now known as the Civil Engineer Squadron. In 1957 the use 
was again changed and since that time it has been used as a .Library and Cultural Center. 
However, a new library is scheduled for completion in 1977.



Kermit L. Cox, Sgt, USAF, The History of Fort Crook and Offutt Air Force Base. 3902
Air Base Wing/Historian.

3902 Civil Engineering Squadron» Real Estate Management SectIon
Interview with Mr. Earl Cherry, 3902 DEPR, and Mr. Phil lip Kiel, 3902 CE Squadron, 8 Jan 76 
"Progress at Fort Crook", Omaha Daily Bee, 27 May 1894.
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