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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A small wooded park with numerous Indian Efflgy Mounds grouped in its
southern two-thirds. A footpath has béen laid out for the visitor to
follow in order to see the mounds to the best advantage. Mounds are

about 3 1/2 feet high and vary in length and shape. Mounds to be found

in the park are Iinear, tapering linear, conical, panther, bird, and lizard
The llzard—shaped mound for which the park is named is oriented morth=
west to southeast, with the head at the northwest endyand is about 250

feet long. It is located in the extreme southwest corner of the park.

At the north end of the park are parking and visitor comfort facilities.

of the or1g1nal forty-seven mounds found in this grouping in in 1883, thirty-
onewhgve been suff1c1ent1y well preserved to be enclosed within the park
“limits. Early farmers unwittingly destroyed some of the outlying mounds
in cultivating the land, and, in a few instances, the mounds were altered,

though not destroyed, by inexperienced, non-scientific excavators.

Within the park area, most of ‘the mounds are complete and 1n thelr
orlglnal condltion. -

DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES OF HISTORIC SITE (see map).

A rectangular plot of land occupying the extreme southwest corner of the
SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Section 32, Town 12 N, Range 20 E. Bounded on
the west by a section line, on the south by a fence line d1V1d1ng the

N and S halves of the section, on the east by the park boundgry lying

at 88° 08' 16" East longitude and on the north by the park boundary
lying at 43° 27' 53" North latitude.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

of Indians whose peculiar practice of bulldmng low earthworks, three

to four feet high, in conical and llnear forms and in the forms of
blrdg_and .a_variety of animals, 1éd to their identification as the

,,,, The activities of this group in mound building

Were Iimited ‘almost exclusively to the southern half of Wisconsin
except “for a slight northward extension in the very western part of
the state. Effigy mounds are also found in narrow strips of south-
eastern Minnesota, northeastern Iowa and extreme northern Illinois,
all immediately adjacent to Wisconsin.

The Effigy Mounds were used for burials but usually limited to the re-
mains of one or two individuals, though some mounds were as long as 250
feet or so. From excavations, archaeologists have learned something
of the life of this prehlstorlc Indian group. Most of their tools
and weapons were bore, wood or stone and occasionally copper. They
11ved 1n small bands and fished, hunted and gardened for food

Although the number of known Effigy Mounds in Wisconsin exceeds 5,000,
the group of 31 in Lizard Mound State Park is probably one of the
finest in the entire area occupied by the Effigy Mound culture. The
mounds in this small park are what remains of an original grouping

of at least 47 which were counted in 1883, of which many were
destroyed when settlers cultivated the land. The park is named for
its most outstanding mound. It is believed that such an excellent
grouping of outstanding works of a prehistoric culture qualifies the
site for inclusion in the National Register.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
Natio [} State (]
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Richard A, Erney
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Title Acting Director :
State Historical Society of Wis,

Date 8/20/70
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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