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NEWTON, MA MRA 

Town Newton (Newtonville) 

Address 211 Highland Street 

Historic Name William F, Kessler House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1913 

Source Building Dept. records 

Style Craftsman 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

see attached map 
Condition good 

Moved nc Date n/a 

Acreage 12,167 sg.ft. 

Sett ing res iden t i a l 

UTM REFERENCE \^kn^DC) NL^DS^Cy 

USGS QUADRANGLE A/EWTDA/ 

SCALE /:z^non 

Recorded by Candace Jen!v1ns/Susan Abel p 

Organization Newton Historical Comm. 

Date 6/1987; rev. 3/1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The William F. Keesler House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. It is significant as a well-detailed and little altered 
early example of tiie rustic Craftsman st̂ l̂e. It is also representative of Nev/tc-n's 
suburban expansion in the major grovrth decade oi the 1920s v/hich resiilted in infill of 
'Established areas as well as m development of nev̂^ subdivisions. The Keesler House tlius 
meets criteria A & C of the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIOIIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Keesler House is a fine eĵ ample of the rustic Craftsman style. It is a 1 and 1/2 story 
shingle clad house enclosed by a gable roof .̂vith e>:posed r;aiter ends. The front slope of 
the roof is pierce by a large complex dormer '-/nth varied roof lines. As is the •iis.se with 
other houses of tins type, the roof projects fonward to form a verandah supported on 
heavv bricic and fieldstone piers. The entrv is framed bv sideliffhts and flanlced bv a 
multi-pane tliree part window to the left and by a bow window to the right. A brick and 
fieldstone chimney rises along the left elevation. The V'/AL planted site enhances the rustic 
qualities of the house. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comiminity. 

The original owners of the house at 211 Highland Avenue were Mr. and Mrs. Wilham F. 
Keesler. Little is knĉ Â  about the Keesler family, but Newton Directories of the period 
Indicate that Mr. Keesler was a salesman. The house was built in Id n bv loral bmlder 
Frank E. Kneeiand of Newton Centre, on the norUi side of W.esi Newton hiii, m an area 
already •̂ /•/eil developed with pre-1907 homes. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Building Department Records: 221 Highland Street 
City Directories and x-̂ tlases 

8/85 



NPS Fonn 1Ma»« OUBAffmtlMo 102*001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton MRA 
j^^^g Middlesex: County^ ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review 

141. Crimmins, Thomas A., House 
ô ntered in tne 
Mational Beglatei 

Date/Signature  

fKeeper ^ A(Z<^^^ ^ ^ f ^ . . . ^ 2Ac/fo 
Attest 

142. Eddy, George W., House ^t^V^^^J^^^^^lytyeeper ^ j y / ) ^ . _^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ d^AA. 

Attest 

O 

143. Goodbar, Lafeyette, House Entered In the ^^eper (AA^'-^-'-''-^'^A^.^^ 
Hatloaal fleglster 

Attest 

144. Hammond, E. C., House gnterfci In t!i« ^'^eper , A(^y^t^.A:^^.^^.^.-.----^ :^AAr.y 
national Hdgifltex -—^c,-^ 

Attest 

145. Harriman, Henry I . , House 
ant t j re l I n tha 
Hatior-^J. H-Jcrlfltej* At tes t 

146. Harrison, C. Lewis, House ^. ^''Keeper 
Entered in tbe 
Sational Beĝ ^ Attest 

'^eper ,-y^.U/ALC^^.^,>^^^^^ J^/dAo 

— r — 

147. Ha5rward, Fred R. , House '^Keeper 
fintered i n tha 
National Register At tes t 

At tes t 

/~~^eper , yAic> 

148. Hopewell, Frank B., House ^ 
Entered in tn© 
Hational Begister 

149. Howes, C. G., Dry Cleaning—Carley 
Real Estate Entered i n tUo 

National Beglater Attest 

150. Kessler, William F. , House (^Keeper ^:p^AyA^i-''----^y'^^,^.^ ^/yi/fC^ 

Hatlonai Segiflter Attest 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Kessler, W i l l i a m F., House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Newton MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/1^/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/0i/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/16/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000048 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^ACCEPT RETURN REJECT A / / ( , ^ fO DATE ^tloli'-^^®^^^*^ 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSZFICAZZOU 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

_architectural c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
^materials 
_descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

lEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 








