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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The St. James Episcopal Church in Mountain Home is a modest example of the
Gothic style English country church in brick. It is characterized by its
abbreviated buttresses, lancet stained glass windows and an inset, open belfry.

The gables of the vestibule and nave are finished with fish scale shingles,
as is the belfry.

The Interior remains in good condition and the original furnishings, including
the pews, are now in storage. The church intends to restore the building to
its original function.

A1l the windows are stained glass. An apse window is unusual for its memorial
portrait of a young girl of the parish.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. James Episcopal Church is architecturally significant as an example of the
Gothic English country church style in Mountain Home. The building is a
community landmark with both the interior and exterior retaining their original
integrities. The structure is the oldest brick ecclesiastical building in the
town, and one of the oldest brick churches in the state.

The building has further significance for its association with Bishop Talbot,
Idaho's second Episcopal bishop. This church was an early building project
of the bishop, who financed over three-quarters of the requisite $1565.00

The unique Hazel Bobo apse window is in itself worthy of preservation, and was
the only remnant salvaged from the original 1888 frame church when it burned
in 1895.
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