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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Essentially, the form of the detached Library building consists of a story %
centhal rectangwlar block that 4is pinned down on either side by an intersecting
nectangular mass that degines Ltselg, in plan, as a Greek Cross. A centralized
projecting portico and a secondary bay Lend the facade a three tiered progile
that disnupts the perfect bakance of the Greek Cross plan while Lending dramatic
attention to the entry porch. The main building measures 45 x 65 feet with a
vestibule and approach of 12 x 16 feet. 1t 45 34 feet high.

Stylistically, the Library 4is a classical rhevival outgrowth of the Late
Beaux-Ants thadition. More specdgically, in an attempt to gfind a suitable
prototype forn this repository of rare books (as well as general circulgtion volumes)
the anchitects, Link and Carntern draw upon the historical associations of a Greek
trheasury. Sheply, Rutan and Coolidge, in 1904, would take a similar approach o
the design of the John Carnter Brown Library in Providence, Rhode 1sLand.

Leading up Zo Zthe entrance and to a below grade basement door (Linserted on
the S.W. side 0§ the entry stairns) 45 a semi-cireularn concrete walk. The original
walk which gollowed the same path was made of £ile.

The superstructure nises visually grom a smooth ashlar water table that rests
on grade. A twenty-gour inch thick gray rock gaced granite goundation continues
above the waten table Level. The granite basement 45 Laid in random couwrses. This
3/4 stony wall mass 45 punctuated deeply by one-over-one sash windows that align
themselves with Larger windows above on the main gLoor. ‘ '

A nock-faced beltcouwnse establishes a horizontal band around the building
that marks the transition grom the basement story Zo the main §Loorn elevation.
1t 48 on the same plane as the basement wall. The 1902 cornern stone 4s insented
at this Level on the S.W. cornen of a projecting second bay and is set off by the
change of texture of dressed stone. '

Above the basement beltcowrse runs a smooth stone molding stnip in an ogee
pattern; it is set back grom the rough ghanite base and 48 of dressed Columbus
sandstone as 4is the main elevation above which it inthoduces. The superstructure
i85 merely gaced with sandstone and relies for support, instead, on the Load
bearing brick walls behind it. The interion grame work 48 of sthwetwrad sieel with
concrete gloons resting on siteel girdens.

The dressed ashlar main gLoorn s Laid in Long navow cowwses alternating %
width- full width dimension in bLocks. The alternating course pattern Ls echoed at
each cornen wall in the form of naised quoins (also of dressed sandstone) which
are meant to read as nusticated pilasters -- square shagts interwpted by square
plain blocks. The shagts of the pilasters utilize the ogee molding band as
column bases and receive Tuscan capitols above.

There are three parallel doubfe hung sash windows with gixed ransom Lights
on the Librarny end walls. They rest on smooth stone 84i8Ls and are swumounted by
smooth stone glat arches with pronounced keystones. The three Keystones accent



10 JUOO
74)

¥ UINIIH)SI ASDEPARTIMIENT OF THE lN“—RlOR

OR NP§ USE ONLY ' S

nsCeweo MAR 2 6 1Q79 R }b L
HAY 7&: :

,.Qi o ' NATHONAL PARK SERVICE

?'IONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |
AYE ENTERED

. N_VEN TORY -- NOMINATION FORM

o
G

f:ommuanon SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 " PAGE ' 7 :

“a naised central Voussoin against a raised wedge backdrop. The crown of the Keystone
extends the §ull distance grom the base o4 the architrave Lo the top of the §rieze.

A profecting cornice Line, set off by a continuous row of dentils, marks the
stanting point gorn the elongated hip roof. The terrecotta tike hoog establishes a
generally uninterupted hornizontal Line that degines the main body of the Library;

At 45 set at night angles to the opposing elements of the profecting entry and rean
stack rnoom which each sponson a tile hip-style noog. There are two metal ventilation
~ducts mounted on either end of -the central roof ridge; a glass and metal skylight is on
the south sLope of Zhe hip roof. The noof 45 steel Lathing, and tile. The orniginal . ’
hoog tike Leaks in many areas (especially over the rearn siack room where bookxs e
sufgering water damage]) . , :

K In thue Beaux-Arts fashion, the entrance to the Library is ﬁunct&onaﬂﬂy expressed
by a tile rooged pedimented portico. The outline of the pediment 448 accented at the
ends and centrdl pitch by Greek-siyle antefixae. Brackets Line the base of the. pediment:
and naking cornice. The grieze Line, befow, s undecorated but holds the inscription:
"Wm. K. Kohns Memornial". The archithave consists of two gascia oversailing each other.
The pascia decorated architrave and unadorned grieze extend around the portico and
continue to degine the base of the entablature o4 a second profecting bay which visually
senves as a backdrop forn the entrance portico. A sfngle sash window and gixed transam,
Light each wall of Lthis bay which gunctions as a ch&idnen 5 Room to the webi 06 the .
“entrance, and a pe&&od&caﬁ room to the east. . ‘ : DR

: The entrance portico gaces south and-is monumentaﬂazed by pa&ned monoﬁ&ih&c AIone ,
columns (unfluted) which support the classical entabfature. The pairéed columns wtilize:
Londc "cornen capitolds" whose gour-cornered volutes were deéLgned Lo Look ‘the same -on .
the two sides facing outward. The column shagts termivate in simple doubfe-+vll bases
which, in tww, hest on double tiered stone plinths. Stone Lintel caps rest on rock-
faced granite stair abutments. Eight cement steps Lead o the entry door, and a ' -
- necent wrought-inon stain rail divides zthe walkway in halg; the §irnst /.vtep L5 badﬂy '
cracked and needs stabilizing. The iron stain na4£ L5 the only change to the on&ginaz
externdion.,

At the top of the stains 4is a recessed doorway whose Aione Lintel neads, "Library"
completing the inscription above. An 8 x 12 oot marble memorial hall or vestibule
Leads the visitorn into the "general reading hoom". The periodical room and children's

- neading room, which §Lank ihe memorial hall, are accessable only by doons entered into
grom the genenaﬂ neading room. The general reading hoom measunes 27 x 44 feet with a
ceiling height of 15 feet. There is a Large central dome of colored glass. In the
west wall £is a stained glass memorial window, 6 x 9 feet, presented by John N.W. Bielen-

“berg Ln memory 04 his nephew, William K. Kohws. T1ts classical subject 4s "A Reading
grom Homen". The Lead cames of this window had to be neingorced <n 1977 because o4 the
extreme bulying of the glass. The interior woodwork Ls done Ln oak; it dates - grom the
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'ougancd’, buwikd and 4is in good repair. Some of the ouguwuﬁ ﬁu/wu,twte nemains and 4s°
in use. The book stacks are of steel, copper and wood and wie also original.

A novow aisle Leads to a noath bay which serves as the Atack noom.  The Atach
noom measuwrnes 12 x 30 geet. (There are two negerence rooms each 10 x 15 feet within the
stack noom,) A clerk's room and Lavatory is Located off to the west of the aisle Leading
to the stack room, Oppou,te this noom (to the east of the aisle) 48 a delivery room and
staiway. BSoth rooms off Lhe stack room alsle measure 8 x 22 feet. Here, excepl for
modernized Lighting, the only interior changes have been the removal and closing of

two doons opening grom the reading room to the clerk and de&wej@/ nooms . O0ther doorways
and entrances remain unchanged.

The basement with a ceiling height of 10 feet, has a main room 27 x 44 6ee/t This
main room was originally an assembly hall but now contains stacks, shelving and work
tabLes. Two smaller nooms arne 10 x 14 and 14 x 18 feet. Furnace and fuel rooms
measuwre 20 x 18 feet, and a very smakl Lavatory 48 Located undern the staiway Leading
to the ginst gloon. ALL measwrements are unchanged. There 44 considerable c/z,umbung
0§ the basement's below-surgace walls. The plumbing, as on the main. fLoor, 4s An very
bad condition and has caused extensive damage £o books over a period of time from ,
broken on Leaking pipes. Mikdew and dry rot akso are present in the basement. Many

valuable books have already been ruined. The 6u/mace and pﬁumbwg of the waIe/L hea/tmg
system need Lo be neplaced. v ‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The witliam K. Kohrs Free Memoriad Librarny, built in 1902, is signigicant for
s historic associations with the development of Deer Lodge, Montana and the -
particwlar participation of the Conrad Kohis family in the growth of Western
Montana (Criteria B). The Librarny, in addition, is a §ine example of Beaux-

Ats classicism executed by able cragtsmen and designed with an economy of

space Lo sull the needs of a small community. 1t embodies the distincetive
characteristics of a small town Library that, while being fully gunded by Conrad
Kohts, nesponds in format to the prototypical Carnegie Library plan; as such,

the Kohis Librarny neflects significant cultural as welld as architectunral pattenns
at play at the twwn 0§ the centwry (Criteria C).

Significance Lo the Cultural history of Deer Lodge, Montana:

Located oniginally in a college town (Montana College), the Library, today,
stands as a symbol of the economic prosperity and sociak stability which Deen
Lodge, Montana and the Cowrad Kohis gamily had attained by 1902. Deer Lodge
pa/iticipated in the general commitment of the times to establish cultural
Ans titutions 4in burgeoning American towns; a major Library buikding, opera house
on Anstitution of higher Learning gave small communities in the West as elsewhere,
the intellectual credibility sought agter. The November 15, 1901 minutes of the
Deer Lodge public meeting hecounts:

ResoLved that we regarnd a gree public Library, equipped with an adequate
number o4 desirable books and properly managed, as one o4 Lthe most desinable
Amstitutions an intelligent community can be possessed of.

Cerntainty, H.H. Richardson's small town Libraries of the 1870's and §0's
and more monumental structures such as the Boston PublLic Library pre-date (and in
o of ghandewr, outrank) the Kowws Librany; however, the Kohws Librarny 4s
sagnigicant nonetheless as a Locak expression of the desire to imbrace the
cuwltuwal "necessities of Lige", and to take part in the national cultural
movement., In addition, the stated purpose of the Library neflects the sentiments
0f the progressive era, where all people (supposedly)had an equal rnight to
Learn. The Nov. 15, 1901 minutes continues:

1t Ls the common ground where alk good people of every condition of

Lige and of every heligious and political belief can meet and act in

accond. ..and coorndinately with good schools and churches, 45 one of

ﬁhe primarny things considered by intelligent people in selecting a
ome.
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The democratization of Learning nepneéentad by tha public. 4choo£ movement v

and demonstrated in majen 19th century public buildings as the Boston Public Labnany,:
Cnealized ity ULl popularn support in the growth of Local "gree Libraries.

To demonstrate that the Wm. K. Kohws Free Memorndial Library was not Aimposed on the
citizenny of Deern Lodge simply to agghandize the Kohns name--.and hence, not atta&n&ng
Lty primany signigicance as a commemorative sthucture-over 100 citizens
sdygned a petition and presented £t to the City Council on January 20, 1902. This :
Council unanimously crdered that a one-milL tax be submitted to the voterns to maintain
the Library. The submittal carviied almost unanimously. AL the time fhe Kohns Library
profect was approved, thew, At symbolized, on the one hand, a type of "people's univers.
(as some communities chose to call them), and the broad based prospernity achieved by
Deern Lodge on the othern. The Library, Zoday, sXilL maintains Lts sirong embﬂemai&c
presence.

The specigic sponsornship of State Senator Conrad Kohns (eLected grom Powell Couniy'
in 1902) fon this Librany project Lends added associational significance. The name
of Conrad Kohns 44 inseparable grom the history of Deer Lodge, Powetl County and Montana
The Library he buillt as a memorial Lo his son 4s as much a part of that h&Atony as As
the Grant- KOh&b Ranch (a National Histornic Site §-25-72).

Architectural Significance:

The Library project appears to be the girst majon surfacing.of ‘Boaux- Ants’ ol
academicisms in the work of the Montana architectural §inm, Link and Cartern. Vet,

despite its newness, the careful attention paid to classical details (whose pneéence

. produced the des.ined effects of Light and shadow), the functional expression of the.

- entrhance portico, and the complimentary scale o4 Ihe sthucture to desdign featwres, &eéfe
a clean undenétandang 0f Beaux-Ants design principles. In addition, the architects .

' make use of rich materials canied oulwdth quality cnagtsmanship 0 neinfonrce the
gine design elements; the granite babement Columbus sandstone main efevation, Ienn4c0t£
tile noof, marble memorial hall, serve to undenﬁ&ne Zhe historical aAAoc&aixonA o4 the
Greek trheasuny , while the oak interion §inish, elaborate stained glass window, and
colored glass interion dome necall clearly the sumptuousness of materials p&eﬁe&&ed by
Late Victornian taste.,

The builders, Shagfer and Moncriiegd, have Iaken cate to provide a Aubbtantéaﬁ
structune. AL the time the Library was constructed, bonded ashlar was necognized §or
Ly superion strhength, yet an additional waZ[.AuppG&I 04 brick was introduced. The

- Anternion gramework of stauctural steel with concrete §Loors resting on steel gindens,
and steel Lathing and tile used gor the roog show a concern 50& sound, non-glamable
materials .

This early example bﬁ Beaux-Ants desiygn in the work of Link and Canién, while
 sTUL restradined, points clealy o the direction of Link's future work and notoniety
as a Leading Montana Architect. By 1910, Link had begun a successfull partnership
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with C.S. Haire and the two produced the major work of the Silver Bow County Count House
in sutte, Montana. The Beaux-Ants Leanings introduced in the 1902 Kohws Librany, would
be gully exploited in this Later profect. Hence, the Kohns Library serves as a - ' :
sdgnigicant milestone in the stylistic shigt that would highlight the career of the
eventual §irum o4 Link and Haire. . ,

Historny of the building project:

‘ On March 20, 1901 in New, York City William Kruse Kohns, (at that time the only

son of Conrad and Augusta Kohs) died agter a shornt illness. He was born in Deen
Lodge, Montana on November 1, 1879. He attended publLic school and the College of
Montana 4in Deern Lodge, Comnell University and was a student at Columbia at the time ‘
of his death. The major portion of William Kohws' Life, then was spent in scholarnship.

Considening what memoriok could best perpetuate the memory of their son in his
home town and state, Mr. and Mns. Kohns (themselves fornty-yearn residents of Deer :
Lodge at this point)decided that a gree public Librarny presented to the city would be
most appropriate. ' : ‘

At a public meeting held on November 15, 1901, Mr. and Mns. Kohns gave funds
porn a memorial Library dedicated to thein Late son, Wm. K. Kohws. Funds. gor the .
. Ribrany, grounds, several thousand books and complete equipment were given as aw =
. unsolicated gigt to the community provided that the city accept and maintein thein -
gigt. The sum of $15,000 was given to secure grounds: and consdtruct a Library building;
- an additional $5,000 was allocated for books and equipment. A site for the -Library, . -
on the cornen o4 Second and E Streets (now the northeast corner o4 Figth and Missowrid)
' east of Cowt Square, was pwichased grom Mary E. Mitchell gorn $3,000.. The site has:'
ot been decreased on added to sdince. Plans fon the building were submitted by
. Reading architects, and, agter modigication, those of Link and Carter of Butte were -
. accepted. Shagfern and Moncrief of Helena were awarded the construction contract at
an estimated cost, including fuwiniture, of $22,000. A

Mi. Kohrs had planned to donate $20,000 to the Library project; by the Lime the

building was completed, he had paid over $30,000. When a question arose as to plans,
materials on equipment, he would say, "Get the best and send the bilE to me." The '
Librany was opened to the public on June 3, 1903. For several months John F. Davdes,

sormer sutte Librarian, had supervised the purchase and preparation of over 3,000

books. Public documents and bound periodicals were donated by individuals and groups.

secause of Conrad Kohis' dedication and the overwhedming community support given Zo
the project, the wm. K. Kohns Library nemains, unaltered, a Leading example of a small

town public Librarny. L ’ o B

: At the time the william K. Kohs Free Memonial Librany was built and presented
%o the City of Deen Lodge, the majority op Libraries in smakl Lowns across the :

United States were buwilt by the Carnegie Foundation. The arrangements gor all of the
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gAigts werne the same: Carnegle would provide the gunds for. the building, but only. .

agtern the municiple government provided a site for the building and had arvranged 60&
the purchase of books through taxation. 1In view of Lhis, the gift o4 the Library, site,
books and equipment by the Kohus samily was unusuak and of exceptionak value to the -
“cdty. The size and quaﬂatg construction of the building, the architectural detailing,
(generally restrained in Carnegie projects) and discriminating selection of the inst
book collection make the Library unique among small town Libraries. With particular
rnegand to Powell County, the Kohws Library of 1902, provided the county with its

s/ x public "organized" Library.

Interestingly, not only does Conrad Kohns gollow the role model of Carnegle--as a
munigicent benegacton of a community Library--but he draws upon the Carnegie bu&ﬂd&ng
format as well. Even though the Leaglet entitled, "Notes on Library Buildings"
wiitten by Carnegdle's personel sechetary, James Bentnam was not published untbt 1911,

the majority of Carnegie Libraries had been built and a consistant bu&ﬁd&ng gormat
had emeryed; a rectangular-shaped Library with a basement and one main fLoor was
called forn. The main floorn 12-15 feet high (as in the Kohws Librany), would
accomodate the entrance, the Librarian, a hreading room, bookshelves and - cireulation
desk area. The same space utilization holds e gon the Kohus Librany, with the
Librarian's desk originally Located in the centern o4 the reading room. Rean and ‘side
winaows were to be s4x on seven feet above the gloor in ornder to provide space and
Lighting for bookcases along the wall. Here, the Kohus' Library departs §rom the
Carnegie scheme by placing radiatons undern the windows and using the three inteiion
walls gor additional bookstacks. The basement traditionally housed a Large Leeture
noom, a combination boiler-fanitorn's room, toilets and staff room. "It was desireable
4on baéemenié to be 9-10 geet high and about 4 feet below the natuwial grade. Level;
 the Kohns Library basement (10 geet hiyh) provided spaces gon an assembly hall, .
stagf noom, boiler room and Lavatory. When Larger Libraryy space was desired, a
- atack room was wsually appended to the rear of Carnegdle Libraries. Penhapa An .
rnesponse to the initial 3,000 volume puwrichase, the Kohs Library was aonataucted
with a rearn stack room as pant 04 the ginst build.

By 1902, Carnegie Libraries had been built elsewhere in the State Auch ab
Bozeman and Dillon (both built by C.S. Haire, Link's future partner) so the ormat
was surely known. However, even Carnegie's strict control over the use of the
Library that stipulated onﬁy Library oriented activities (eg. no dancing, dining, etc)
was mimiced by Contad Kohis. The deed to the property states that if at any time
the building 4s not used as a Free Public Library, its title will revert to the
Connad Kohns on one o4 thein heirs. 1t was stipulated as a condition of the gigt
that the Librarny building was not o be used gor danc&ng on forn sectarian -or
political meetings. « o I

Hence, this building, a private gigt, shows clearly. Jthe positive popu,(&cut Ampact '
the Carnegie Library movement had on small town communifies Ln America, as well as on I

Local wealthy nesidents who saw a means of chanpeling the positive associations of
the capitalist system Io the benegdt o4 fﬁ f ocaé%%ommuﬁii4
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