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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X-UNALTERED X-ORIGINAL SITE
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—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

lAAentialZy, tke fanm o& tke detacked libnany building conAiAtA o& a Atony \ 
centnal nectangulan block tkat iA pinned down on eitken Aide by an inteAAecting 
nectangulan moAA tkat define* itAelft, in plan, OA a Gneek CAOAA. A centAalized 
pAojecting portico and a Aecondany bay lend the. facade, a tknee tiened pAofiile 
tkat dUnuptA the. peA.fie.ct balance, ofi tke Gneek CnoAA plan wkite lending dramatic 
attention to tke. entny ponck. Tke. main buULding me.aAuA.eA 45 x 65 faet witk a 
vestibule, and approach ofi 12 x. 16 faet. It iA 34 faet kigk.

StylsibtieaJULy , tke. Lib/ia^y u> a ctat>t>ical izvival outgiowtk ofi tke. late. 
tiejaLut-AsitA tradition. Mosie. Ape.cifi-ically , in an attempt to fiind a suitable. 
phototype, fioi tku> SLe.po&itoiy ofi none, book* (06 weJUt OA ge.neAal ciAcuJlation volumes) 
tke, an.ckite.ctf>, Link and CasiteA dAw) upon tke kibtosU.cal aAAociationA ofi a G/ie.e,k 
tsieabuAy. Skeply, Rutan and Coolidge, in 1904, Mould take a AimilaA. approach to 
tke design ofi tke Jokn Gotten d/LOtun Libia/iy in Ptiovidence, Rkode Inland.

Leading up to tke entrance and to a below Qtunde basement do oh (indented on 
tke S.W. bide o^ tke enthy Ataiu) iA a ^emi-ciAcalaA concrete walk. Tke original 
walk wkick fallowed tke tame patk WOA made o& tile.

Tke AupesiA&ujLctuA.e hit>ei> viAu,alZy fiiom a Amootk oAkJtaA. waten table tkat 
on glade. A twenty- fa uAinck tkick gfray lock faced granite faundation continue* 
above tke wateA table level. Tke granite basement iA laid in random couAAe*. Tku 
3/4 Atony wall ma&A i& punctuated deeply by one-oveA-one Aa&k window* tkat align 
tkemelve* w^ctk laAgeA window* above on tke main filoo/i.

A nock- faced bcltcouA&e eAtablibkc* a kontzontal band aAound tke building 
tkat monk* tke tAan*ition &nom tke basement Atony to tke main &loon elevation. 
It i* on tke *ame plane OA tke boAement wall. Tke 1902 connen Atone iA indented 
at tk^LA level on tke S.W. connen o& a pnojecting Aecond bay and i^ Aet o^ by tke 
ckange o& teztune o^ dneAAed Atone.

Above tke basement beltcouAAe AunA a Amootk Atone molding Atnip in an ogee 
pattenn; it iA Aet back finom tke nougk gnanite baAe and it> o& dsieAAcd ColumbuA 
AandAtone OA iA tke main elevation above wkick it intnoduceA. Tke AupeAAtsiuctune 
iA menely faced witk AandAtone and nelieA fan Auppont, inAtead, on tke load 
beaning bnick waUU> bekind it. Tke intenion &name wonk it> o^ Atnuctunal Ateel witk 
concrete faloonA nesting on Ateel gindeAA .

Tke dneAAed oAklan main filoon iA laid in long nannow couAAeA alternating \ 
widtk-^ull widtk dUmenAion in blockA. Tke oltennating cousue pattenn iA eckoed at 
eack connen wall in tke fanm o^ noised quoinA (alAo o& dneAAed AandAtone} wkick 
one meant to nead OA nuAticated pUjOAten* -- Aquan.e Aka^tA intennupted by Aquane 
plain blockA. Tke AkafitA o£ tke pHoAten* utilize tke ogee molding band OA 
column. boAeA and neceive TuAcan capitolA above.

Tkene aAe tkn.ee panallel double kung AOAk windowA wi£k &ix.ed tnavu>om ligktA 
on tke libnany end wal£A. Tkey neAt on Amootk Atone Attlb and one Aunmounted by 
Amootk Atone &lat ancke* witk pnonounced keyAtoneA. Tke tknee KeyAtoneA accent



10 3004
•74» '•• .

t UMJLPSI All SOI I'AKIMI M 01 IHMNThKIOR • fco« iiM n««7Si?v-
'« NATIONAL PARK SERVICE • US£ °NUY

^^ RECEIVED .MAR £6 1979 
TIpNAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM PATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET_________ |TEM NUMBER 7 FACE /

a siatAe.d de.tt#z.a£ \lomAA04A aQatnAt a SLaiAe.d wedge backdAop. The. cAown o& the. K.e.yAtone. 
e.xte.ndA the, fault distance, &iom the. baAe, o^j #ie aAchitAave. to .the* top o& the.

A pAoje.ctinQ cosin4.ce. -t-uae, -62^: Ojjjj bt/ a coR^cnuotu /LOW o£ de.ntitA, maAkA the, 
AtaSLtinQ po-int £OSL the. eJionQate.d hip SLOO&. The. teAAe.cotta tite. SLOO& eAtabtiAh&A a 
Qe.neAalty u.n4.nteAupte.d horizontal, tine, that de.ji4.neA the. matn body o& the. Libnatiy} 
<ut tb A&t at liyht angteA to the. oppo&tny eJtm£.ntt> o& the. pSLOje.ctinQe.ntny and H<LOJL 
Atac.k loom which e.ach &povu>on. a. tUte. hip-Atyte, /LOOJJ.' T/ie^e ale. two metaJi v&ntitation 
dmctA mouLnte.d on e^utheA e.nd o^-the. c,e.ntAaJt AOO& tiidge.j a c$Jtiu>& and m&tat Aky£tght &> on 
the. Aouth btope. o& the. hip noofa. The. AOO& iA &te.e£ ZathinQ.'and tite.. The. osu.Q4.nat 
too £ tite, teak* ui many a/ie.06 (eApe.CA.attg oveA the, ne.an Atac.k loom wheAe. book* aAe. 

wateA datnaQe.) . ...''• '.••-.

In tAue. b&au.x.-Asit!> ^oAhion, the. e.ntAance. to the. tibiaAy AJ> ^mncttonatty e.x.ptieAAe.d 
by a tite. n.oo^e,d pe.dme.ntzd politico. The, outline. o& the. pe.d4.me.nt i*> acc.e.nte.d at the. 
e.ndt> and ce.ntAdt p<itc.h by G/ie.e.k-&tyte. ante.&<iitae.. t&tack&tA Line. the. babe. o& the. pe.dime.nt 
and siak^nQ coAntce.. The. ^/u.eze tine,, beJLow, <it> .u.nde.c.osiate.d but hotdb the. tnACAiption: 

"Wm. K. Ko/m MemoAiat" . The. oAchtiAave. conA^AtA ofi two ka&CAja. oveAAa+ttnQ e.ac.h otheA. 
The. bOACMi de.co/iate.d oAchutAave. and mnado^Lndd ^Aie.ze. e.xte.nd .aAound the. politico and 
continue, »to de.&4,ne. the. babe, o& the. e.ntabtatuAe. o& a Ae,cond psioje.ct4.nQ bay which vttualty 
AeAveA a* a backdAop &OA the. e.ntAance. poAtico. A &4-n$te. %a&h window and ^4,x.e. 
tiyht e.ach watt o^ thib bay wh4.ch function* at> a chitdAe.ri' A Aoom to the. we^t o^ the. 
e.ntAance., and a peAtodtcat Aoom to the. eoAt. " "..-'...' -.'-. ' •

Tke. e.nttance, poAtico ^ace^ Aouth and-tA monume,ntaLize,d by pajA.e.d monoLithic Atone.; 1 
(u.n^tute.d] which Au.ppo/it the. ctaAAtcat e.ntabtatiLAe.. .The. paiAe,d cottimM utittze.

-iontc "coineA capttotb" whote. &ouA-cosineAe.d votuteA weAe. deA<iQne.d to took 'the. Aame. 'on . 
the. two AtdeA ^actnQ outwaAd. The. cotumn Aha&tb teAminate. -in bimpte, doubte.->iott bat>.eA 
which, Ln tuAn, AeAt on doubte. tieAe.d Atone, ptinthb. Stone. Lintet cap* sieAt on Aock-
•&ace.d QSiantte. AtaiA abatme.ntA. EtQht ceme.nt Ate.pA tead to the, e.ntAy doox., and a 
Ae.ce.nt wiou.yht-4Aon Ataisi nait divtdeA the. watkway tn ,hat&; the. &4AAt Ate.p <LA badty 
cAac.ke.d and ne.e.dA Atabttiztny . The, 4Aon AtaiA twJJt tA the. onty chanQe. to the. 
e,xteAioA.

the. top 0{j the. AtaiAA <iA a sie.ceAAe.d dooiway whoAe. Atone. lA.ntet.SLe.adA,
the, tnAcAiption above,. An B *. 12 &oot moAbte. mmosu.at hatt OSL v&Atibute, 

te.adA the. viAttosi tnto the. "ae.neAat SLe,adinQ /Loom"-. The. peAAodtcat SLOOW and chUtdAe.n'A 
SLe.adinQ Koom, which &tank the. mewoAiat hatt, aAe, acceAAabte. onty by dootLA e,nteAe.d tnto 
&Aom the. ye.neAat SLe.ad4.nQ Aoom. The. Qe.neAat SLe.ad4.nQ SLoom me.aAuAeA 27 x. 44 le.et W4th a 
ceAJtinQ heAQht o& 15 &e,et. TheAe, 4A a taAQe, ce.ntAat dome. o£ cotoSLe.d QtaAA. In the, 
w&At wait 4A a Ata4.ne.d QtaAA mmoAiat wtndow, 6x9 .jjee^:, pn.e^>e.nte.d by John M.W. &4.eJte,n- 
beAQ 4,n memosiy oft hu> ne.pheu), (JJtltAam K. KohAA. ItA ctaAA4.catAVLbje.ct tA "A Re.ad4.nQ 
fasiom HomeA" . The. tejad cornet ofa thAA wtndow had to be. SLeA.n^osLce,d 4,n 1977 because o^ the. 
e.xtAeme, butytnQ o& the. QtaAA. The, tnteAtoSL woodwoSLk 4\A done, -in oak; 4t dateA &Aom the.
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A naviou) ai&te. tz.adt> to a noitk bay wktck 
sioom m&aAuiSi&> 72 x. SO &e,&t. (TkeAe. one. two ^e 
Atack tioom.) A c£eAfe'4 loom and {Lavatory AJ* tocat&d 
to tk& btacJn loom. Oppotttz tk^U loom (to tk(L &ut

tka.

buJJid and u> tn yood sie.paiA. Some, oft tke, o^i^tnat &usinti:uAe. timaink and 
Tke, book. AtackA one. o& Ate,eJL, coppeA and wood and aAe. alAo osu.Qi.nat. .

a* tkz Atack loom. Tk& 
loom* eacA 70 x 15 fa&t 
^ to the, w&At o^ tkn ati>tn 
tke, ou^£e) ^66 a dM,v&iy loom and

dotk noom o tke, ktacJa loom oJj*t<i mea^a^e & x 22 ^dtt. HeAe, except
kavz be,e,n tke, tiemova?, and cJtot>i.nQ o

two doo/iA ope.nincj ^om tke. si&adtnQ loom to tke, cJLeAk and de£lveAy tioomA. OtkeA. 
and e,ntsianc,eA lewain mvic,kanae.d.

Tke, ba!>eme,nt wttk a ceJJUnQ kex,Qkt o& 10 &e,et, ka£ a matn loom 27 x 44 fa&t, Tk<U> 
mouin loom WOA o^u,Qtnatty an at>t>mbtg kaUL bat now contain* Atac,kA, AkeJt.V4.n3 and woifa 
tables. Two matteA loom* ate, 10*14 and 14 x 18 ^nnt. FaAnace and ^meJi loom* 
me.ai>usie, 20 x. 18 £e.e£, and a veAy maVt Jtavatosiy *A tocatzd undeA tke, AtoASuway te.adtnQ 
to tke, bJAAt ^toon,. A££ me.a!>uA.me,nt(> ate, anc.kange.d. TkeAe, tA conAtdeAabte, cAmbltny 
o^ tke, bat>me,nt'A beJtow-Ausi^aze, waJUU>. Tke, plumbtnQ, OA on tke, matn. ^tooi, AJ> Ln veAy 
bad condition and kat> caused e,xte,nt>tv e. damage, to book* oveA a period ofi t^jne, ^lorn 
bioke,n oti te,alu.ny ptpeA. Mttdew and dty tot atbo one, psieAe.nt tn tke. boAernznt. Many

book* kave. alAe,ady be,e,n tuu,ne.d. Tke, ^uAnace, and ptwnbtng o& tke, wateA ne,altinQ 
ne,e,d to be, ie.p£ace.d. ' , . . :• '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tke Mlltlam K. Kokrs free Memorial Library, built In 7902, Jut> significant 
its historic associations with tke development ojj Veer Lodge, Montana and tke 
particular participation o& tke Conrad Kokrs family In tke growth o& (Uestern 
Montana (Criteria B). Tke Library, In addition, lt> a &lne example o& fteauz- 
Arts classicism executed by able craftsmen and designed wltk an economy o& 
space to suit tke needs o& a small community. It embodies tke distinctive 
characteristics o^ a small town Library tkat, wklle being fiully funded by Conrad 
Kokrs, responds In format to tke prototypical Carnegie Library plan; as suck, 
tke Kokrs Library reflects significant cultural as well as arckltectural patterns 
at play at tke turn o£ tke century (Criteria C).

Significance to tke Cultural klstory 06 Veer Lodge f Montana:

Located originally In a college town (Montana CoLtege), tke Library, today, 
stands as a symbol ofi tke economic prosperity and social stability which Veer 
Lodge, Montana and tke Conrad Kokrs family had attained by 1902. Veer Lodge 
participated In tke general commitment o& tke times to estabLisk cultural 
Institutions In burgeoning American towns; a major library building, opera house 
or Institution o& higher learning gave small communities In tke West as elsewhere, 
the Intellectual credlblUty sought a^ter. Tke November 15, 1901 minutes o& the 
Veer Lodge public meeting recounts**

Resolved that we regard a firee public library, equipped with an adequate 
number o£ desirable books and properly managed, as one o£ tke most desirable 
Institutions an Intelligent community can be possessed ojj.

Certainly, H.H. Rlckardson's small town Libraries o£ tke 1870's and 80's 
and more monumental structures suck as the Boston Public Library pre-date (and In 
term o& grandeur, outrank] the Kohns Library) however, the Kokrs Library is 
significant nonetheless as a Local expression ofi tke desire to Imbrace the 
cultural "necessities o& Li^e", and to take part In tke national cultural 
movement. Tn addition, tke stated purpose ofi tke Library reflects the sentiments 
oi the progressive era, where all people (supposedly) had an equal right to 
learn. Tke Nov. 15, 1901 minutes continues:

It ts tke common ground where alt good people o^ every condition o^ 
Lific and o£ every religious and poLUlcal belief can meet and act In 
accord. ..and coordlnately with, good schools and churches, Is one ofi 
the primary things considered by Intelligent people In selecting a 
home.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
o& tk<i otu.Q4.wl

£ loU 7-70, iCLch 29. 8 * 737 <$ee£, In block 73 
Lodge.. Th^> AJ> In TSW, R9W, Sec. 33, WE45W4 SE4.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE jan Smutk Stwcuvt, L^biaAy 

ti&atk, State, Asic.kite.c£uSLal 70, 797S/MaAcfi 79. 7979
ORGANIZATION DATE

406-449-45&4
STREET& NUMBER

225 Mototk Helena.
CITY OR TOWN STATE

ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL ^L_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register^and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

GPO 921-803



UMUPSIAUSUU»AKIMI M o, i
;t NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INTERIOR

. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
IJNI VENTOR Y - NOMINATION FORM
'•'' '

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(WAR 26.1979

ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET

The dmocAatization o^ teaAning Ae.pAeAe,nte.d by the. public bchoot movme,nt '•"; .-"•'. 
demon* tAate.d in majeA )9£fr ce.ntuAy pubLic budding* a* the.- ~&o*ton Public LibAoAy, , 

Ae.alize.d it* ull. populaA *uppoAt in the, gAowtk o& tocal. "
To dmoYi&&iat& that the, 

& Pee/i Lodge,
K. KofoA4 F/tee MwoJuLaJt L4,biaSLy wa^ not -impoAzd on -the.

to aygiandize, the, KokAA name,--, and ne,nc.e,, not cuttcu,n>ing 
a commmosicitive, 4-t^u.CxtaAe-oueA 100 CsUtizunA

to the, C^uty CouncJJL on January 20, 1902. Tki* 
that. a. on<t-mWt tax. be, AubmJMe-d to the. voteAA to maintain

the. tibsiasiy. The. kmbmtttat caASu.e.d a&rnoAt (LYianJjnouAty. kt the. tme. the. KohAA L4,b>iaSLy 
&ct. WOA appsiove.d, theft, ^t &ymboLize.d t on the. one. kand f a type, o^ "peop£e',6 
4ome zommu-nitsieA cho&e. to calZ them], and the. bfi-oad baAe.d psioApesUty ac.kie.ve.d by 

Ve.eA Lodge, on the, otkeA. Tke. LLbtiasiy, today, ktUUL nvLLntatnb ttA Atsiong

a. p&ti£ion and 
CouncJJL a.jaawx>ioo6£i/

Tke. Ape.Csi&i.(L t>ponAo>u>hip o^ State. Se.natosi Con/iad Koh/u> (e£e.cte.d faom PoweZt County 
*.n 1902) £01 thit> Libia/iy pn.oje.ct, te.nd& adde.d aAAocia£ionaJL ^^gn^i^cance.. Tke. name. 
o& ConAad Kohsu> AJ> 4.n£e.paAa.bte. &/iom the. niAtoiy o& Ve.eA Lodge,, VoweJUt County and Montana 
Tke, Libtiasiy he. buui&t a& a mmosiMUL to hu> Aon AJ> OA macA a pant, o& that tu^toiy 06 ^ • 
the. Giant- Kok/u> Ranc.k (a Matronal H^to^vic. Site. S-2S-72) .

The, tibsiasiy psioje.ct. appe.asu> to be. the. ^JJu>t majosi AuSifiacA,ng -ofi ''Be.au.x.- '
A.n the. wotik o& the. Montana aA.chute.(ituAat ^jjim, Link and CafcteA* Vf&t, .• . 

newne^A, the, ca^.e^aX atte.ntA.on paid to cJLaAAical. d&tai£& (wko&e, pie^'e,'nc.e. . •' 
psioduic.e.d the. de^iAe.d e.^e.ct^ o& tiyht and shadow} , the, ^unctionat e.x.pi.eA&io.n- o^ the..': . , • 
.e.ntsianc,e, pofitiao, and the. CLompLune.ntaJiy 4ca£e o^. the. Atsi,u.ctu/ie. to design ^e.at(Vte^, Ae$£e 
a c£ea/L undeAAtanding o^ tie.aux.-AsLtA design plindpteA . In addition, the. astckite.c.fA , 
make. 04 e o& Aick mateAiatb (LasiAie.d outW4t.h quaJiity csia&tAmanAkip to nei.nkotic.e, the.' 
^ine. design e£eme.ntt>; the, granite. baAeme.nt, CotumbuA t>and&tone. main elevation, tewiic.ott 
tite. AOO{^, moA-bte, mmotvM. kaJUi, Ae/ive. to undeAtine. the. ki^toiical aAAociationA o^ the. 
Gie.e.k t/ie.aAusiy , wki£e. the. oak inteAioi ^iniAk, eJtiibotiate. *taine.d gtoAA window, and 
c.olosie.d glaAA inteAion. dome, Ae.c.aU, cte.asity the. AumptuouAnzAA o& mateAiaJU pAe.^eAAe.d by\ 
Late. Victorian

Tke. buiJLdeAA, Ska^eA and MoncAie.^, nave. take.n caAe. to pAovide. a &mbt>tcintial. 
kt the. tune. the. LibAoAy WOA cont>tAULc.te.d, bonde.d oAktaA WOA Ae.cognize.d fa 

AupeAioA &tAe.ngtk, y&t an additional, wa&t AuppoAt o^ bAick WOA introduced. Tke. 
inteAioA ^AamewoAk o& AtAuctuAaJL t>te.eJt witk concAete. ^tooAb AeAting on £>te.eJt giAdeA 
and &te.eJt tatking and tite. a6ed ^on the. Aoofa Akow a conceAn &OA Aound, non-^lamabte.

e.aAty e.x.ampte. o& deaux-A/tX6 design in the. woAk ofa Link and CaAteA, 
AeJ>tAaine.d, point* cJteaAtg to the. d*Ae.ction o^ Link 1 * ^utuAe. woAk and notoAi&ty 

06 a le.ading Montana kAc.kite.ct. dy 1910, Link had .began a t>ucceA*kuJUt paAtneA&hip
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wttk C.S. Haire. and tke. two pAoduce.d tke. major work o& tke: S-ilveA tiow County Court 'House, 
tn tiutte,, Montana. Tke. tie.aux.-krts leaning* lntAoduce.d tn tke. 1902 Kokrs Library, would. 
be. ^ully e.x.plotte.d tn tku> lateA proje.ct. Hence, tke. K.okAs L-ibrary seAveA as a. ' ~ 
significant milestone, tn tke. stylistic ski&t tkat Mould kigkligkt tke. care.eA o^ tke. 
e.ve.ntual trm o Ltnk and \\aJji<i. .

ofa tke. butiLding pn.oje.ct: .

On Manck 20, 1901 tn /\lew. Voik Ctty ^WHam KsiuA'e. Koksu>, (at tkat ttme. tke. only 
Aon ofa Con/tad and kuQu^ta KohAA) die.d a&teA a Akoit -illneAA. He WOA boin tn Ve.eA 
Lodge., Montana on NovmbeA 1, I £79. He atte.nde.d public. Ackool and tke. Colle.ge. ofi 
Montana -in 'De.e.h. lodge., Con.ne.ll University and tocti a Atude.nt at Columbia at .tke. time. 
0^ k<u> de.atk. Tke. ma/01 poitton ofa WWiicw Koksu>' lifie., tke.n wat> Ape.nt tn Ac.kola/u>hA.p

wkat memorial could beAt peApetuate. tke. memory p& tkeJJt &on tn 
kome. town and A tote., Mi. and MIA. KoksiA (tkm^eJiveA &oity-ye.asi siej>tde.nt{> ofa Ve.e.1 
Lodge, at tku> potnt)de.cide,d tkat a f^ee public Libia/iy p/ieAe.nte.d to tke. city would be. 

app/iop/iiate..

At a publtc me.&ting keJid on NovmbeA 15, 1901, Mi. and Mn>. K.oksu> gave. 
a. memorial libsiasiy de.dicate.d to tkeMt late, &on, Wm. K. KokftA. Fundt> £01 tke.. ..' 

Libia/iy, gsioundb, Ae.veAal thousand book* and complete. e.qutpme.nt weAe. gtve.n OA an 
um>oLicate.d gt&t to tke. community piovtde.d tkat tke. city acce.pt .and maintain tlfieJJt' "•; 
g-iftt. Tke. 4am o& §15,000 wab gtve.n to 4ecuAe ground*- and conbtsiuct a libia/iy butilding; 
an additional §5,000 MJO6 allocate.d fan. book* and e.qiiipme,nt. A AyLte."&osi tke. f»Lih/ia*Ly', . . 
on tke. colneA o& Second and E StsiaetA (now tk& ndsitke.a*t coinc/i 'o^ f't^tk and.M4J>4ou/i.i). 
.ea6-t .0{) Count Squane., wo* pusickat>e.d faiom Many E. \MttckeM. &O/L $3,000. Tke. Aite. ka*'' . 
no^: teen dec/Lecused 01 adde,d to Atnce.. Plan* ^pi tke. building weAe, *ubYnitte.d by 
leading aAck^te.ctA, and, a^teA modt^tcatton, tkote. o£ Link and C&Jit&i o£ tiutte. weiie. 
acce.pte.d. Ska^eA and MoncAie.^ o& He£ena weAe. awaAde.d tke. construction contract at 
an e^_timate.d cost, including ^uAnttuAe., o& §22,000.

MA. KokAt> kad planne.d to donate. §20,000 to tke. LibiaAy pAoje.ct; by tke. time. the. 
building was complete.d, he. kad paid oveA §30,000. U/hen a question aAose. as to plans, 
mateAialb or e.qutpme.nt, ke. would say, "G&t tke. b&st and se.nd tke. bM to me." The. 
tibAaAy was opened to tke. public on June. 3, 1903. foA se.veAal months Jokn, F. Vav*.eA , 
bOAnie.1 tiutte. LibAoAtan, kad supeAV4Ae.d tke. puAckase. and pAe.poAation o& ove.r 3,000 
books. Pubtic docume.nts and bound peAtodtcalb weAe. donated by individuals and groups. 
i6e.cause. o^ Conrad KokAs' de.dU.catton and tke. oveAwkeJtmtng community support gtve.n to 
tke. proje.ct, tke. u/m, K. Kokrs Library remains, unalteAe.d, a le.adj.ng example o^ a small 
town pubLic Library. .

kt tke. time. tke. ^WUum K. Kokrs F^ee Memorial Library was buM and pre^e.nte.d 
to tke. Ctty o^ Ve.eA Lodge., tke. majority ofr LtbraAieA tn small towns across tke. 
United S;£a£e6 weAe. butlt by tke. Carne.gle. -foundation, ^ke. arrang me.nts &OA alt o& tke.
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wcAe ;tfie 4oj?ie: CoAneg-ic would pAovide tke ^undA ftoA.tke buitding, but onty.- : 
tke municipte government pAovided a. Aite £01 tke buitding and kad anAanged faoA

tke puAckaAe o^ book* tkAougk taxation. In view o{^ tkU>,, tke gifat o& tke tib^iaAy,' A-ite','
book* and equipment by tke fokAA ^amity UXLA unuAuat and o^ exccptionat value to tke
city. Tke Aize and qualMy conA&Lu.c£ion o& tke. buuiid^n^ t tk<i
(gzn&iaJULy >i<i&&ioJin<td. -In CaAn^Q^ p^oj'ecX6] and diAcsujn^nat^n
book coJUt&cJ^ion make. the. tib/ia/iy u.n^qu.s, am&ng Amatt town

to VowoJUi County, tka, K.oh/u> LtbiaAy o& 1902, p/iovtd&d tko. county wttk -it* 
pubLic "osLgantz&d"

not onty do&> Conrad K.oksu> ^oUiow tkz Ao£e modeJL o.fi CoAne^e--o4 a 
be.nn^adto^i o£ a community LLbfaUty--but kz d/iawA upon tkn Ca/inngtii buttdtng 

04 weJit. Even though tke, tca^lct zntttt&d, "Mot&> on Ltbiasiy du+£dtncjA"
by CasinzQte,' A p&u>oneJi bzctiztatiy, Jam&> ti&itsiam, w;a4 not pubtlbk&d unttt 1911 , 

tkz majority o^ Casinzgt& LLb>uVLi&> kad been buJM and a conbiAtant bujJLdtng. ^oimat 
kad eirie/L^eoC; a tizctangula/L-Akapzd LLbmviy wJjtk a babrnznt and one matn ^loo^i wat> 
catted £01. Tfie matn ^tooi 12-15 ^eet kigk (ai> tn tk& KoksiA Ltbtiasiy) , woutd 
accomodata tkz znt/iancc, tk<t tibiantan, a /izadtnQ fioom, bookAk&tveA.and a/ CAAcutation 

an&a. Tk& Aama Apace utilization kotdt> t/iue, ^on tke KokAA Ltbiany, w^itk tke
' A d&>k o^igtnatty tocated -in tka ccnt&i o& tkn leading loom. Reasi an 

w&ie to be A-ix. OK. Aevcn &eet above the ^toon. -in. onAvt to provide Apace and
£01 bookcaAeA atong tke watt, ti&ie, tkc'KokAA' Libiasiy depaAtA &iom tke 

Cosmetic Ackeme by ptacing siadiatoAA unden tke wtndowA and ui>-ing tke tksiee intcAiOSL - 
wattb ftoA additional bookAtackA. Tke boAement tAaditio natty' kouAed a tange tectuke 
loom, a combination bo-iten-janitoA'A Aoom, to-itetA and Ata^ loom. :.lt WOA deA&ieabte' 
^OA boAementA to be 9-10 &eet kigk and about 4 fact betow tke natuAat gAadc. tcv ct; • 
tke K.okAi> LtbAaAy boAcment (10 §eet kigk) pAovided ApaccA &OA an oAAcmbty katt, 
'Ata$li Aoom, boitcA Aoom and tavatoAy. \dkcn taAgcA ttbAaAy Apace WOA deAiAed, a ; 
Atack Aoom WOA uAuatty appended to tke AeaA o& CaAnegte LibAOAieA. PcAkapA -in 
AcAponAc to tke tnitiat 3,000 votume puAckaAc, tke KokAA libtiaAy WOA conAtAucted ' 
w-itk a AeaA Atack Aoom OA paAt o& tke ^iAAt buitd. '

di/ 1902, CaAnegte LtbAaAicA kad been built. clAewkcAc tn tke State Auck OA 
tiozeman and V-ilton (botk buitt by C.S. tiajjie, Ltnk'A fautuAe paAtneA) AO tke 
WOA AuActy known. HowevcA, even CaAnegte'A AtAict contAot oveA tke uAe o^ tke 
JUibAaAy tkat Atiputated onty HbAoAy oAiented activiticA \eg. no dancing, dining, etc) 
WOA m^un-iced by ConAad KokAA. Tke deed to tke piopeAty AtateA tkat i^ at any tone 
tke building tb not uAcd OA a IrAee Pubtic LtbAaAy, itA titte wttl Aeveit to tke 
ConAad KokftA OA one o& tkeiA keiAA. It WOA Atiputated OA a condition o£ tke 
tkat tke tibAaAy buMLding WOA not to be uAcd ^o A dancing OA fioA AectoAian OA 
poLuticat meetingA.

Hence, tkiA buiJLding, a pAivate gi^t, AkowA cteaAty- tke poA^itive poputoA impact 
tke CaAnegie LtbttaAy movement kad on Amatt town commun^tieA tn hmeAica, OA wett OA on
tocat wcattky AeAidentA wko AOW a meanA o& channelling --tke ppA<iU.vc oAAoctationA o& 
tke capitatiAt AyAtcm to tke benefit o^ xheui tocat-.communit^eA.
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