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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ bullding(s)
JL public-local _ district
_ public-State site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
WA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

FUNFRARY- Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Hampshire County, Massachusetts

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
j Q .building
sites
.structures
J2_ objects
Q. Total

Number of contributing
in the National Register

resources previously listed

NONE

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNFRARY- Cemetery

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls

roof.

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Ringville Cemetery liesaong the south Sde of Witt Hill Road, approximatdy  mile west of
Route 112 in the Worthington hamlet of Ringville. Once abusy mill and dairy production
center, Ringville today is covered in second-growth forest - forest that surrounds the Cemetery
on three Sdes. Watts Stream flows aong the southem and eestem Cemetery borders, a the bese
of adespincline. A few singlefamily resdences sand acrossWitt Hill Road, an unpaved way.

Perched severd feet above the road, the Cemetery is supported aong its northem edge by a
fieldstone retaining wall, topped with amassve cut done granite cgp (Photo #1).  Ord history
clamsthat gonesfor the wall come from the Chesterfield Gorge, a degp cleft chameing the
Westfield River through the neighboring town of Chesterfield. The legend holds that oxen
pulled the sones to the Ringville stein the early to mid-1800s.

When building the Sonewall, resdents crested four entries into the Cemetery, a the eestem and
westem ends, a the wall's mid-point, and infi‘ontof the Blair Vault. Each ismarked by abresk
in thewall. The eeslem entrance liesa the wall's end, and provides vehicular acoess to the
Ceametery via an unpaved, dirt and turf cart path. The westem entrance, a abresk in the wall
offset by two stone podts, offers a sscond vehicular entrance via a second, unpaved cart path.
Sone deps, = into the sonewall form the central entrance, alowing pededtrian acoess only
(Photo #2). A dmpleiron gate, still intact, was added to the central pedestrian entrance in the
1900s A second st of gepsleadsthrough the wall to the Blair Vault, discussad bel ow.

The sonewall wraps around what was once the Cemetery's westem boundary, forming a sscure
edge In the late 1900s Worthington added approximeately one acre of land to this edge beyond
thewall. One additiona vehicular entrance leadsvisitors into this new section from Witt Hill
Road.

(continued)
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Mature rows of sugar maple treesline the ingde of the Cemetery walls. Between 30" and 36" in
cdiper, thesetrees dand 60 to 75 feet high and branch far into the Cemetery. Along with the
donewalls, they provide a strong edge to the Cemetery, obscuring viewsfi-ominsgdethe walls
outward. After passing through the walls and under the tree canopies, visitors feel anirrmiediate
senee of protection and privacy.

Sopes aross the Cemeaery roll from alow point a the eestem end, to the highest pointin the
newes section. Gradesin the oldest section (towardsthe eest) are degpest, and then leve to a
gentleroll in the newer section (towards the west) (Photo #4). Along the eest and south
Cematery edges, the land gopearsto have been leveled to accommodate acart path, dthough no
other traces of the route remain.

Cart pathslead vigitors from the eestem and westem entrances to the south edge of the Cemetery
and gopeer to Sop. A curved roadway leedsthrough the new section, and connects to the
westem cart path. Itispossble the two cart paths once connected viathe level areadong the
Cemetery's southem edge, but no written documentation exists to confirm this. A pedestrian
path may have connected the centrd pededtrian entrance to asecond st of seps within the
Cemetery, however the path does not gppear on historical mgasor in town records. The sscond
st of geps congtmcted of gone, remain in the Cemetery core.

Ringville Cemetery's earliest graves gopeer in the lowest lying section, and decreesein age &
the dopesincline. Of its 300 sones, 47% are granite and 43% ae marble. Other materids
include loca schist, brownstone and bronze. The eestem end of the Cemetery contains mostly
sngle graves marked dmogt entirely with marble. Of particular note in this arealisthe grave of
Jonathan Higgins (d. 1869), likely related to the Higgins Farm a 709 Huntington Road (Route
112). Congmcted of marble, the sone displays a cmdely-carved centra motif and border.
Other graves in this early section feature decorative imeages typica of the Victorian period,
including the hand of God point downward and clutching abroken chain on the sone of Hiram
Taylor (d. 1872), and hand of God poinfing upward on the gonesof Maranda Taylor (d. 1877)
and Martin Taylor (d. 1874).

Family plots dominate the Cemetery's centra section, and centra marble and brownstone

(continued)
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obdisks and monuments mark severa. Notable among these are the smple brownstone Thomas
Ring obdisk (ca 1863), and classcdly-detailed marble sela of the Reesefamily (ca 1872). A
marble monument (ca. 1879) topped with an um and detailed with scroll patteming marks the
Cowing family plot. The Adamsfamily plot feastures an Egyptian-detailed marble monument

topped by an um (ca. 1894).

Ringville Cemetery's most prominent festure isthe brick and granite Blair Vault (Photo #3),
sitting above abresk in the perimeter wall, atop a st of four gone geps It Sandsin the
Cemetery's northwest comer. Built ca 1927, the ssmcture's front elevation is consgtmcted of
rough-faced granite with two pyramidal pylons supporting acarved lintel. The flat face of the
granite lintel ispolished and cut with amemorid inscription, "PRESENTED BY CLARA D.
BLAIR IN MEMORY OF HER HUSBAND DAVID BLAIR." A low triangular pediment
above the lintel isformed by the low-pitched granite dab roof. The sole entry, framed by the
granite pylons, isdefined by apair of sed doors with tab hinges and stragp handles. Each door
hes asngle wire-mesh pand in the upper section to admit light and ventilation. The sde and
rear walls of the vault are consgtmcted of red brick laid up in common bond with occasona
heeders Two ged vent pands are incorporated in the back wall. Theinterior isunfinished with
arough dirt floor with iron crossbars st a various heights to Sore burials.

Ore of Ringville Cametery's most imusud features isasat of gravesreputedly moved fi-om
Irdland Street in South Worthington. No known documentation exists as to the original location
of these graves, why they were moved, and when. Only a Cemeatery map, dated 1974, labds
them as the "Graves Moved From Irdland Street.” Severd of the graves are marked with schist
gones, and a leed three - Congder Cole (d. 1814), Rosanna Cowing (d. 1818), and Ansel Cole
(d. 1818) may have been carved by the Skes family, dthough the donesare not sgned. The
Sikes family carved sonesin Westem Massachusatts between 1770 and 1820.

While the Town of Worthington continues to bury a Ringville Cemetery, the origina Cemetery
layout remains intact. The Town hes retained the gonewall dong the Cemetery's westem edge,
and planted rows of treeson the new Cemetery land. Tree Hydrangess, planted severd decedes
ago, have been dlowed to mattire, adding color and texture to the older sections.
Complementing the heedstones, monuments, sonewalls, trees, and paths, are many perennid

(continued)
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plantings. Iris, Buttercup, Wild Strawberry, Phlox, and Violet flourish amongs the turf,
furthering the beauty of this historic cemetery.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare located in the cemetery or in the generd area(within
one mile), stesmay be present. Environmenta characteristics of the cemetery and surrounding
locale represent many locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that indicate
the presence of Native American dtesin thisarea. The ceametery islocated on awell drained,
level to moderately doping sream terrace on the north Sde of Watts Stream approximeately one-
quarter mile west of Ringville. The confluence of Watts Stream and the Westfield River lies
approximately 5 miles southeedt of the cemetery. The arealis located within the Connecticut
River drainage. Given the above information, regiona Native American settlement pattems, the
relatively smal sze of the cematery (approximatdy 2.4 acres) and disturbance resulting from
grave excavations, amoderae potential exists for locating ancient Native American resources in
the cemetery.

A high potential exigts for locating significant historic archaeologica resourcesin the Ringville
Ceametery. Additional documentary resserch combined with archaeologica survey and testing
may help locate evidence of outbuildings, boundary markers, unmarked graves, and funerary
rdated artifactsin the cemetery. Any surviving archaeologica resourcesin the cemetery may be
especidly important Snce no written records presently survive that document the early foimding
and evolution of the cemetery. Stmctural evidence of outbuildings may exist related to the
maintenance and fiinctioning of the cemetery. Pogt-holes and other evidence of walls, gates, and
fences may dso survivethat marked early boimdaries of the cemetery and family burial aress.
Open spaces between gravesin the cemeatery are often said to mark immarked graves, possibly
the result of lost markers or intentionally unmarked burials. Marked and unmarked graves may
contain gratigraphic evidence of grave shafts, coffins, human remains, and otherfiineraryreated
artifacts. Gravestones and artifacts may dso be randomly scattered below surface in the
cemeteary and related with specific activities such asmemorids.

(end)
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«e StatBinftnt of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Propeily Is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property Is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or Is likely to yield,
information Important In prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marit "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property ls:

_ A owned by religious Institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

JLD a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major BibliographlKal Rftfarfinngs

Hampshire County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Social History
Landscape Architecture

Community Planning & Development

Period of Significance
1R47-1953

Significant Dates
1«47

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one omore continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the Natlonai
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
JL Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
Worthington Asse.ssnr's Office
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8. NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ringville Cemetery, Witt Hill Road, Worthington, MA possessesintegrity of location, design,
setting, materids, workmanship, feeling and association and meets National Regider Criteria A
and C. Pached on arise onthe south 9de of Witt Hill Road, Ringville Cametery may have
begun as the family burial ground for the Ring Family, mill owners and manufacturers of
window curtains, baby carriages, deds, and beddeadsin the loca hamlet of Ringville. While the
exact date of the Cemetery's founding is unknown, it was likely sometime in the 1840s theyears
of the earliest burialsand the coming of the Ringsto the area The Cameatery dso contains a
leest ten graves moved from Ireland Street in neighboring Chesterfield. While these date as far
back as 1814, they likely gopeared a the Ringville Cemeatery much later.

Thefarmers, mill owners, manufacturers of the Ringville areaaccount for many of the burias a
the Cemetery. Included are brothers Elkanah (d. 1864) and Thomeas (d. 1868) Ring and their
descendents, busnessmen, and civic leedars Martin and Maranda Conwell (d. 1874 and 1877
respectively), parents of Temple University founder Russdll H. Conwell (1843-1925), are buried
near the Cemeaery core. Both strongly opposed davery, and their South Worthington home
provided a gop on the Underground Railway. Ringville Cametery contains 35 veterans, eight of
whom fought in the Civil War.

Ringville Cemeatery meets Criterion C through its many landscgpe features and localy-carved
gravesones. Afieldstoneretaining wall, topped with agranite cgp, supports the Cemetery's
northem edge dong unpaved Witt Hill Road. Locd legend clamsthe sones camefrom the
nearby Chesterfieddd Gorge, hauled to the Ste by oxen. Openings in the wall alow visitors access
a four points, two of which serve pededrians with gone dgps Mature sugar maple trees sand

(continued)
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donggde the wall, their limbs arching far into the Cemetery. Watts Stream, in aravine dong the
southem border, provides a congtant sound of rushing water.

In addition to the many Victorian-era markers and monuments, Ringville containstwo festures
of particular note. The Blair Vault, ca 1927, the most dominant Cemetery feeture is constructed

of rough-faced granite and brick and Sts aop four done degpsa abregk in the Cemeaery wall.

Its faBade congts of two pyramidal pylons supporting an inscribed lintel.  Thework of 19"
century sdone carvers gopears on the gonesof severd Ringville graves, including those moved to
the Cemetery from Ireland Street.

While Ringville Cemetery expanded in 1989 to include one additional acrea its westem edge
and the Town continues to bury in the Cemetery to thisday, the original desgn has been
preserved. The Town of Worthington hes retained the historic walls and maintained the mature
maples, presarving itshistorica integrity and itsplace in the Town's history.

A Brief History of Worthington

Establishment and Early History (1700s)

The land that comprises the Town of Worthington today wes purchased on June 2, 1762fi-omthe
Province of Massachuseits Bay. 1t was sold & auction as 'Plantation Number 3 dong with
sved other landtracts in the area. Aaron Willard J. of Lancager mede the purchase for
himself and four other buyers Sdah Bamard, Josah Dwight, Timothy Dwight, and John
Worthington, for whom the Town was named. These five people werethe origina proprietors of
Plantation Number 3, and the earliest settlers purchasad land from them. The proprietors
donated land for the settlement's first meetinghouse, grist mill, and school, and dsofinancedthe
constmction of the meetinghouse and grist mill.

(continued)
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Many of Worthington's first settlers came to the areafrom Preston, Connecticut, arriving and
establishing homesteads by the late spring of 1764. Other early settlers came from centra and
eaden Massachusetts, drawn to the areabecause of its large tracts of land for agriculture and
dreamsfor the powering of grist and lumber mills.

The Town of Worthington was officially incorporated on June 30th, 1768. Following
Incorporation resdents began to establish important community amenities including the
meetinghouse (1760s), two tavems (1760s), a church (1771), and aschool (1773). By 1776 the
Town's population had reached gpproximately 639.

The first megtinghouse was constmcted near the intersection of today's Sam Hill Road and West
Street. By dl accountsit was a somewhat primitive and uncomfortable building which was
congmcted over a period of many years. The Town's First Congregationa Church, organized in
1771, gppears to have used the meatinghouse for its servicesas well. The Towngpeople may
have established acemaeay behind this smcture in 1771, the sameyear they hired Reverend
Jonathan Huntington, the Town'sfirst minister. In the early 1790s the meetinghouse was
dismantled, redesigned, and rebuilt near the intersection of Harvey and Huntington Roads,
regponding to an eestward shift in the Town's population.

During the Revolutionary War, Worthington provided troops and supplies whenever requests
were made. Cgptain Ebenezer Webber of Worthington led 71 Minute Menfi-omWorthington
and Ashfield to the Boston areaiin 1775. Atleast 42 Worthington soldiers participated in the
Revolutionary Wer.

Growth of the Town (late 1700s and 1800s)

Worthington's early settlers engaged primarily in agriculture, producing flax, com, hay, whest,
tobacco, rye, butter, cheese, barley, potatoes, oats, maple molasses maple sugar, buckwhedt,
pess, beans, beeswax, and honey. Many Worthington resdentsrased shegp and exported the
wool, but lower prices from aoroad during the 1800sled to the decline of degp farmingin the
Town.

(continued)
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The Westfield River and the nimierous dreamsin Worthington provided power for many
different mills and factories. Begirming inthe 1700sand throughout the 1800sawide variety of
goods were produced in Worthington, including lumber and wood fumiture, dedsand children's
toys, tool handles, leasther saddles, hamesses, bagkets, shoes, cider, and cheese

During this period the settlersof the Town established severd small villages or hamlets, many of
which had their own municipal amenitiesincluding post offices, schools, and cemeteries These
hamletsincluded: West Worthington, Christian Hollow or Sampsonville, Worthington Comers,
Worthington Center, Ringville, the Kirme/Peese District, and South Worthington. \Worthington
Comershistoricaly was a crossoads, containing amenities like gores, tavems, a pog office, and
the North Cemetery. During the 1800sa cheesefactory and badket shop dso operated inthis
part of town.

In 1797 the Albany-Boston Tumpike was constmcted through Worthington, resulting in a
congtant flow of people, traffic, and newsthrough the Town. During this period there werefive
tavems in Worthington, accommodeting the public and private Sagecoachesusing the Tumpike.
The advent of the railroad in 1841, which did not run through Worthington, greatly reduced the
traffic dong the Tumpike and substantidly dtered the character of the Town. According to
historian and author Clifton Johnson, "Worthington became an inland town™, and "the storesand
tavems dong the line of the old road disgppeared.”

Approximately 24 Worthington soldiers served inthe War of 1812, including William Ward and
William Rice as commissioned officers. Beween 62 and 102 men served inthe Civil War, of
whom 21 werekilled or died during service.

In 1825, the first meetinghouse, which had been moved fromits original location inthe early
1790s was abandoned and a new building constmcted on the Ste of today's Congregationd
Church. During the 1800stwo other churcheswere established in Worthington, both of
Methodist Episcopd denomination. One was in South Worthington and was established in 1828,
and the other was in West Worthington and was established in 1849.

(continued)
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In 1810, the Town population reached ahigh point of 1,391. However, with the opening of the
raillroad in 1841 aong the Westfield River severd milesto the south, Worthington's populafion
began to decline. By 1900 only 675 resded in Worthington.

Worthington inthe 2(f* Century

During the early 1900sdairy farming became an important part of the local economy, but like
dhep farming during the 1800sit had declined by mid-century. Similar to most communities
across the gate, agriculture as a source of employment hes declined steadily in Worthington
over the pagt century. The mills and factories of the 1800s have aso closed, no longer providing
locd employment. The hamlet of Ringville, for example, once supported the Ring and Hayden
Mills as well as its own school, post office and sores. By the late 1900sit condsted of a small
number of homes and the Ringville Cemetery. Today many Worthington res dents commute to
neighboring towns and cities for employment and shopping.

Twenty-six Worthington men saerved in World War | and 52 sarved inWorld War Il Their
names ae listed on aboulder within the town common, and include four who lost their lives:
William J. Coffey, Norman C. Eddy, Donald W. Mollison, and Russdl B. Shaw.

In 1950 local citizens established the Worthington Health Center to replace the coimtry doctor
who retired in that year. A private enterprise, the Health Center recaves fiinding from annud
dues paid by membersand from donations, as well as fees charged to patients. Itisaunique

sydem that servescitizens from the Town of Worthington as well as many surrounding towns.

Because of its position a the foothillsof the Berkshire Mountains, Worthington has become
something of asummer colony, with many people maintaining seesond resdence. After
reaching alow of 462 just after World War 11, the Town's popul ation hes been increasing with
each pasing decade By 1990, 1200 resded inWorthington, operating local busnesses, owning
home-based enterprises, and commuting to jobs in nearby Northampton and Amherst. The
population remans sableto this day.

(continued)
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Ringville Cemetery

Ringville Cemetery liesin the hamlet of Ringville, once the busest mill and agricultural center

in Worthington. The Cemetery's oldest graves, dating asfar back as 1814, were moved to this
dtefromthe Irdand Sireat Cemetery in Chesterfield. It isnot known with certainty why the ten
were moved, athough it may have been part of aflood control project. Itisdso possble thet the
Ring family, originally from Chesterfield, arranged for the move, as genedogica datafrom
Chesterfield indicates that members of the Ring, Cole, and Cowing familiesintermarried.

Other than the "Irdland Street Graves' and their gones, the earliest buridsin Ringville Cametery
date from the 1840s, which islikely when thisland initially began to be used for burial. At lesst
fifteen buriastook place in the 1840s 1850s and 1860s from &t lesst five different families. At
thistime, the land was in private ownership, and likely shared by nearby familiesfor private
burial.

Four known land transactions between 1866 and 1887 reaulted in Ringville Cametery as it exids
today. Thefirstoccurred in 1866, when Ethan Ring of Boston sold gpproximatedy 3/4 of an acre
of land to the Town of Worthington for "the purpose of a cemetery of graveyard." In 1870, the
Peesefamily sold atract of land adjacent to the Cemetary on itswestem sde to Lyman Ring to

be usad privately by hisfamily for their burials. Three yearslater (1881) the Peese family sold
another tract of land west of the Lyman Ring parcd to the Town for the expangon of the Town
cemetery. At thispoint Lyman Ring owned apiece of land between two parcds owned and used
by the Town as apublic cemetery. It isnot surprisng that in 1887 he sold much of histract of
land to the Town for public cemetery use, keeping just one plot for hisfamily. Thefirstfour
land transactions amounted to gpproximately two acresof land.

The Camaery gopearsto have remaned a two acresuntil the 1970s when the Town purchased
approximately one acre of land to the west of the existing Cemetery from Eric Lagerstrom for
further expanson. Today the Canelery is3.1 acresin Sze, the second largest of Worthington's
SX cemeteries.

(continued)
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Town histories and dte visits have reveded that the remains of severd people of loca
sgnificancelieinRingville Cemetery. These include many members of the Ring family, for
whom the hamlet was named in the 1800s Elkanah and Thomas Ring were brothers bom in the
neighboring town of Chesterfieldin the early 1800s 1n 1830 they purchased an existing but
unussd mill in the centra part of Worthington, converting it to afactory which produced window
curtains. The busnesswas successful, and the Rings expanded into the manufacture of baby
cariages, dedsand bedgeads. According to Papers on the History of Worthington, "the
budness progpered, the little hamlet grew, and was the center of activity." The areacame to be
known as Ringville in honor of the brothers, who hed crested an economic prosperity enjoyed by
many other Worthington citizens. In addition to his entrepreneuriad success, Elkanah Ring dso
srved as atown sdectman and arepresentative to revise the State Congtitution in 1860.
Multiple members of this highly significant local family, including Elkanah and Thomas Ring,
ae buried in Ringville Cemetery.

Ore of Worthington's most famouscitizensis Russall Conwell, aminister and educator who
founded Philadd phias Temple University and Samaritan Hospital. Russdll was bom in
Worthington in 1843 to parents Martin and Maranda Conwell. The second of four children,
Conwdl's parentsinstilled in him the value of education as well as the importance of racia
tolerance. Martin Conwell was a gaunch supporter of the anti-davery movement, and the
Conwell housein Worthington was a sop on the Underground Railway. Both John Brown and
Frederick Douglass d<0 visited Martin Conwell in his Worthington home. While Russd|
Conwell isburied in Philadel phia, his parents, Martin and Maranda, and older brother Charles,
ae buried in Ringville Cemetery.

The Thrasher family has long inhabited and sheped the Ringville/South Worthington area
Initially settling here during the 1800s, members of the Thrasher family owned most of the land
that today comprises South Worthington. Thrasher Hill Road, which mnsthrough thisares, is a
reminder of their strong presencein South Worthington. During the 1800s multiple members of
the family farmed their South Worthington holdings, and Issec Thrasher owned and operated a
sawv mill, both typical occupations of Worthington resdents during thistime period. In theearly
1900s Hattie Thrasher sarved as the Town's postmistress and operated a sore out of her home, a
tradition carried on by subssquent members of thisfamily well into the 20¢' century. The last of

(continued)
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the Worthington Thrashers, Hattie's son Guy, ran aroadsde gand in Ringville into the 1990s

Multiple generations of Thrashers have shgped the history of this community for the pagt two
hundred years, and are buried a& Ringville Cametery.

Ringville Cemeatery holds 35 veterans, representing Worthington's participation in the Civil War,
World War |, and World Wer I1. Elkanah Ring, discussed earlier, served as a Captain in the
Civil War.

While the earliest days of Ringville Cametery remain something of a mystery, itshistorical
significanceliesin the fact that it reflects the growth of the hamlet itself in the mid-1800s. This
waes the era during which Ringville cameinto existence, aresult of the successful mills and
busnesses established hereduring the 1800s - The many marble and brownstone obdlisks of
Ringville Cemetery reflect the economic success of the Rings and Thrashers and other
entrepreneurid families. Thesefamilies, dong with the abolitionist Conwell family, have
contributed significantly to shaping the history of Worthington.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Worthington are poorly understood, any
surviving stes could be significant. Ancient Stesin this areamay contribute important
information relating to pattems of Native American subsstence and settlement activitiesin the
Berkshire uplands of Westem Massachusetts in generd and specifically dong tributary sreems
of the Westfield River. Ancient Native American dtesin this areamay contain information that
indicates the extent that this areawas exploited by Mohican groups and their predecessors from
theNew York locde or by the Woronoaks and Nonotucks and their forbearersin the Connecticut
River Valeys. The above information can be used to test the extent that river basin boundaries
were andogous with Native socio-political boundaries a different pointsin ancient history and
the Contact Period.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to contribute important
information relating to the evolution of the Ringville Cemetery and detailed information on the
changing socia, cultural and economic characterigtics that typified many of the inhabitantsthat
lived in amral New England agricultural and mill village that evolved in the 18 and 19"

(continued)
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centuries in ariver valey in the foothillsof the Green Mountains of westem Massachusdtts
Stmctura evidence from outbuildings may contribute information relating to mantenance
activities a the cametery and facilities assodated with fiinerary activities such as ahearse bam
or mausoleum. Archaeologica testing might aso recover evidence of post-holes, wallsand
gateswhich, when mapped may help reconstmct cemetery boundaries and family buria arees
Archaeologica evidence of unmarked graves may help reconstmct buria pattems within the
cametary and the treatment of deceesed paupears and other indigent persons by the town and local
community. Osteologica studies of skeletal remains in marked and unmearked graves may
contribute important information on the generd health and pathologies that effected inhabitants
in the town from the period of initial settlement and later. Thisinformation may reflect
differences in hedth ard medicd trestment bassd on socid, cultura or economic groupings.
Artifactsrecovered from graves and their generd proximity may dso contributeinformation
relating to the socid, cultural and economic characteridics of individuals and groups. Fragments
and complete gravestones may contain stylistic traits that represent particular religious, ethnic or
other socid groupings. Other characterigtics of gravestones may indicate the economic dass of
individuals. Artifactsrelated to memorid services or grave offerings can dso contribute much
of the above information. Taken as awhole, the above information can contribute awedalth of
information on the evolution and inhabitants of the Ringville Cametery. Information obtained
through archaeological ressarch may dso hep fill the documentary void that exists relating to
when the cemetery was founded and itsearly evolution.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

Town of Worthington Assessor'sMeap#412, Lot 5.
Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire 3.1-acre parcd assambled by the Town of
Worthington that it historically associated with Ringville Cemetery.
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#1. Thefieldstonewall retaining the north sde of Ringville Cametery. Photograph taken
looking eedt.

#2: Stone gepsleading from Witt Hill Road to Ringville Cemetery. Photograph taken
looking south.

#3: TheBlair Vault, consgmcted of granite, brick and iron, ¢. 1927. Photogrgph taken from
Witt Hill Road looking south.

#4: Theinterior of Ringville Cemetery taken from the westem edge, looking eest.
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RINGVILLE CEMETERY

WORTHINGTON, HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS

DATA SHEET*

Number Historic Name
1 Perimeter Wall
2 Sugar Maple Allee
3 Circulation System

4 Stone Steps (area of Ireland Street graves)

5 Jonathan Higgins
6 Hiram Taylor

7 Thomas & Elkanah Ring
8 Martin Conwell
9 Maranda Conwell
10 Charles H. Conwell
il Consider Cole
b Blair Vault

13 Thrasher

14 Guy Thrasher
15 Cowing Family
16 Adams Family

Type

Landscape Feature
Landscape Feature
Cart Path
Landscape Feature
Headstone
Headstone
Monument
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Structure
Monument
Flush Marker
Monument

Monument

IVIaterial

Field Stone

Plant

Turf/Dirt

Stone

Marble

Marble

Brownstone

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Granite/Stone/lron

Granite

Granite

Marble

Marble

*Data Slieet provides a representative sampling of features at Ringville Cemetery.
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Resource
Structure
Objects
Structure
Structure
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Building
Object
Object
Object

Object

Date
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

1869

1872

1868

1874

1877

1869

1814

c. 1927

1885

1985

1879

1894

Status
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 23, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Haces
National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW S floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

Ringville Cemetery, Worthington (Hampshire Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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ccC: Beverly Smith, Worthington Historical Commission
Christopher Powell, Chair, Sdlect Board
Martha Lyon - Paysage, Preservation Consultant
JP. Welch, Worthington Cemetery Commission
Jack Millman, Plaiming Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.gatemaus/sec/ mhc



