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7. Historical data. Explainthe historical/architectural Importance o thisarea. ./ "

East Canbridge has historically been isolated from the rest of
Canbridge. | ntheColonial period. East Canbridge, known first as Graves'
Neck and | ater as Lechnmere's Point, was an island i nt hesalt marshes,
occupied by a single farm and connected t othe mainland only by a causeway.
During lihe Revolution, itsheight andproximty tothe Tow of Boston gave
It natural advantages as a military fortification. Through Fort Putnam
naned for CGeneral Israel Putnam East Canbridge played a significant role
in the shelling of theBritish during the Siege of Boston i n1775. Earlier
that year, Lechnere's Point, near t hepresent site of the Registry of Deeds,
had been the | anding site for British troops enroute t olLexington and
Concord. The area's Revolutionary heritage i spreserved i nt henane of
PutnamHil|l, andthe fort's site onthecrown of the hill has beent he
location of a school since 1825. l t1 snowthe site of t hePutnam School.

After the War, t he devel opnment potential of thelands lying east of
Harvard Square, the only settled area of Canbridge, and along theriver
opposite Boston was recognized for the first time. 1 n1793 the Wst Boston
Bridge was constructed onthesite of the present Longfellow Bridge, con-
necting present-day Kendall Square t o Canbridge Street in Boston, and
turnpikes were laid out t oHarvard Square tothetowns t othe west. How
ever, the early speculative devel opment of canals and wharves i nthis area
failed, andresidential devel opment was scattered and di sorgani zed.

Beginning at thetime of theconstructionof the Wst Boston Bridge,
Andrew Craigie, former Apothecary General of the Continental Army, secretly
assenbl ed over 300-acres of farm and and marsh i nadjoining East Canbridge.
Crai gie announced his plans i n1803, and by 1807 had received perm ssion
to construct arival bridge. Incorporating as t helLechnere Point Corpora-
tion, Craigie sold shares t oa nunber of promnent Bostonians, including
Governor Christopher Gore, Harrison Gray Otis, and Thomas Handasyd PerKkins.
Streets and house lots were laid out i n1810 by surveyor Peter Tuftsof
Canbridgeport; his plan is the earliest useof arectilinear gridi n
nineteenth century planning i nt heBoston area, as Newtowne, as Canbridge
was first called, hadbeen thefirst grid plan town i n New England i n 1630.

Sales of lots lagged during the War of 1812, and Crai gi e devel oped
two schemes t ospur development. First, the Lechnere Point Corporation
offered two lots of land and $24,000 t o M ddl esex County for a new Court -
house, and attracted the County away from it sold seat i n Harvard Square.

: v , (see Continuation Sheet).
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7. Historical Data - continued, page 2

At thesane time, theBoston Porcelain andd ass Conpany was persuadedt o
relocate to asite ontheMller's River, providing thecomunity wt:h an
industrial base. These twofactors conbined t oinsure thesuccess of the
new devel opment anddefined its character. I nthefirst decades of settle-
ment, nmodest housing for theworkers i ntheearly industries contrasted
with nore substantial housing built for Boston commuters and Courthouse-
related professionals. Theearly suburban devel opment centered near t he
Courthouse, along "Quality Row' on Second and/|later Third Streets and up
Otis Street tothecrown of PutnamHill, a stretch which became known as
“Millionaire's Row'. The workers' cottageswere built north of Canbridge
Street andonthemarshy fringes of the nei ghborhood.

A major landmark fromthis period i stheThird Congregati onal
Society, nowtheHoly Cross Polish National Catholic Church. Builtin
1827, 1t i sthesecond oldest church building i nthecity, after Peter
Harrison's Christ Church of 1760. The Third StreeteChurchi sa typical
Feder al Plan, based on Asher Benjamn's 1804 design for theCharles Street
Universalist Meetinghouse. Anearly pastor of theUnitariancongregation
was Janmes D G een,"who becane the first mayor of t heCity of Canbridge
in 1846.

The post Civil War industrial boom brought a newwave of devel op-
ment tothearea. Thelocation of East Canbridge at theg]unction of the
Miller's andCharles Rivers allowed easy access by sea, while the construc-
tion of theBoston &Lowell Railroad i n1834 (andthe Grand Junction Rail-
road i n1854) provided an additional locational advantage. The earliest
industries were glass factories; theNewEngland G ass Wrks (now denolished)
was renowned i nits dayfor fine ornamental andscientific ware. Later,
furniture becane theleading industry. The A H Davenport GConpany gave
its name t oa type of sofa, andlater nerged with thefirm of Irving &
Casson. Thefirms provided thefurniture for thelolani Palace i n Honol ul u,
the White House as renovated by MKim Head & White i n1904, the libraries
of H H Richardson, andfor innumerable churches by Richardson, Ral ph
Adans Gram andothers. Thenerged firms [ast major commssion was f or
the furniture andfixtures of theUnited Nations Headquarters building.

The newindustries encouraged immgrants t osettle i nEast Cam
bridge, andthedensity increased as workers' housing filled i nthe generous
lots surrounding earlier houses. The change i nsocial character becane
evident astheearly Protestant churches were nmoved or taken over by Catholic
congregations. Thefirst wave of Irish imm grants were well enough estab-
lished by 1870 that t he Congregation of Sacred Heart, thefirst Catholic
Parish i n Massachusetts, after that i nBoston, was able tobuild a new Church,
closely followed by a Rectory and School, nowindividually listed on the
Regi ster. (seeover for continuation, as page 3)

Staple t olnventory form at bottom



7. Historical Data - continued, page 3

By 1890, East Canmbridge's residential growth had ended. House
lots had been extended into the marshes as far as ﬁracticable, and back
and front yards had been filled with housing for the successive waves of
|mn?rants. The Irish who displaced the Germans and Yankees were in turn
displaced by Italians and Portuguese who continue to nmake the neighbor-
hood a place of arrival. LAV ; -

East Canbridge was one of the first planned communities in the
Boston area in the nineteenth century, and the pattern of it s devel opment
set precedents for later growth in Canbridge. Streets were surveyed and
graded by a developnent firm, blocks were sold at auction to speculators,
who subdivided and sold lots singly and in groups to builders, who in turn
constructed the vernacular houses which largely characterize the area. As
devel opment continued and street railways opened additional territory for
suburbani zation, the social character of the neighborhood changed and it s
density increased. East Canmbridge is significant in urban history as one
of the earliest communities to experience this famliar transition; 1 tis
today substantiallyunchanged since devel opment ended beffire 1900.

The civic buildings in East Canbridge nmake the nost definitive
architectural statements. The original M ddlesex County Courthouse was
desi gned by Boston architect Charles Bulfinch in 1814, Al t hough s\ibstan-
tially rebuilt in 1848 wunder the supervision of Amm B Young, noted de-
signer of Boston's Custom House and |ater Superintending Architect of the
US Treasury, the j-econstructionclosely followed Bulfinch's original 2o
conception. The original Courthouse is now part of a conplex covering a
full city block nmade up of five interconnected buildings, the [ast of which
was constructed in 1924, The Courthouse conplex and the Registry of Deeds
(1896) across Otis Street display a remarkable unity of design; certain
architectural themes which were originated by Bulfinch were adopted by the
various later architects of the Courthouse conplex, and the simlar color
and texture of the brick used in the Registry unifies the whole. The
Put nam School, a block away, designed by Janes Fogerty in the Queen Anne'
style in 1886, echoes the County bU|Id|ngs in |t suse of a simlar
Canbri dge- made brick. : : Noe X

The residential architecture of East Canmbridge is nearly al |l ex-
pressed in unpretentious vernacular versions of the Federal, Geek Revival,
and Bracketed-Italianate styles. Even the nost pretentious brick row
houses were anachronistic copies of styles previously current in Boston.
Almost al | residential construction had ended by 1875 and there are only
singl e exanples of the Queen Anne and Col onial Revival styles in the 2
nei ghbor hood.

Al most al | exanples of the Federal style in the district are
modest workers' cottages built in the early industrial period. Both wood-
frame and Dbrick exanples, like the row at 30-34 Second Street (1836-39) ,
are notable for their sheer facades and shallow cornices. The wood-franmed
horme of Unitarian minister and Canbridge mayor Janes D Geen at 9 Thorn-
dike Street (1826) is nore pretentious, featuringa brick facade enriched
by an elliptically arched doorway and a louvred gable |unette.

(see Continuation Sheet)
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7. Historical Data - continued, page 4

The Greek Revival is the nost characteristic style of the District.
Exanmpl es range from workers' housing through el aborate residences. The
row at 36-46 Second Street (1842) consists of small units built on specul a-
tion and areremarkably simlar t othe Federal-stylerowimmediately adjacent
at  30-34 Second Street. Their lonic entry porticoes aresurprisingly
sophisticated elements for buildings of their scale. The double house at
71-73 Thorndi ke Street' (1857) exhibits conparable ornament on a |arger form
Nunber 73 was once the home of Frederick Hastings Rindge, a California
philanthropist who gave the City it sPublic Library, Manual Training School
and City Hall i n1886-1888.

More el aborate Geek Revival houses utilized varied forms. The
house at 69 Thorndi ke Street (1844) , recorded by HBS i n 1964, is a typical
gable-to-street form featuring an lonic-columed porch, floor length win-
dows onthe first floor andflush siding inthe gable andbehind the porch.
The house at 80-82 Sciarappa Street (1847) faces on Thorndike with a pedi-
mented gable and 6/9 piano nobile w ndows unified by a cast iron balcony,
which contrastswith the building's nodest entrance of f Sciarappa Street.
Both belong t oa stlriking group of freestandi ng Greek Revival residences
in this first residential block of Thorndike Street.

Mich of it sdecoration has been donceal ed by al um num siding, but

the Deshon-Hovey House at 93 Otis Street (1842) i sstill imposing. The out-
lines of it stwo-story pilasters articulating each bay arestill apparent,
as i s itshexagonal cupola. The generous lot, with the house set well back,
is unusual for the area. | nthe next block, the cross-gabled entrance

pavilion, 6/9 first floor wndows and bol d door enfranmement of 66-68 Otis
Street (1846) continue t odomnate its block.

Other Greek Revival exanples were rendered inbrick, such as the
isolated rowhouse form of 59 Thorndi ke Street. This house was builti n
1827, soon after the adjacent Unitarian Church. The early construction
date accounts for the unusually sheer Geek Revival facade, in contrastto
the early appearance of the 6/9 piano nobile wi ndows and cast iron bal cony.

The rowat 55-61 Otis Street shows the fully devel oped formof
a brick Greek Revival rowhouse. The twocentral units of the rowhave
gained athird story, but the endunits clearly show the strong cornice
and prom nent dormers typical of thestyle, as well as the 6/9 w ndows and
bal cony seen at 59 Thorndi ke Street. Built in 1851, this rowrecalls Y,
Beacon Hill rows of the previous decade.

A nore nodest exanple of the type appears at 109 Thorndi ke Street
(1857). Like the Otis Street house, characteristic elements visible here
include heavy bracketed lintels, a returned cornice, arched gable w ndow
(see over for continuation, as page 5)
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7. Historical Data - continued, page 5

and original cast iron fence. The door hood supports anoriel w ndow. The
building's nmost unusual feature, however, i st heconfigurationof the
brackets supporting thereturns. The brackets at theflank arereflected
in silhouettearticulated by applied bosses, completing theconcept of tlie ,.
return.

The brick double house at 80-82 Otis Street represents a totally
different concept of the Bracketed style. Built i n1861, this building is :
clearly based on an urban prototype. Nonetheless, t heawkward placement of
the overscaled wooden oriels, whose supporting consoled brackets crowd t he
el aborately incised lintels of thefirst floor fenestration, reveal the re-
nmote location of the house, away from the mainstream of Boston's architec-
tural devel opment. Despite itsshortcomngs, the building remains an inposing
el ement of thePutnamHil|l streetscape. e VvV *

bt "Quality Row', built 1 nl1l86lat 83-95 Third Street, illustrates
the close relationship between East Canbridge and Boston i nthis period.
The prom nent stoops, arched entrances and concave Mansard roofline echo
the characteristic brick rows i nthe South End. Unlike nost vernacul ar
Mansard exanples, t heSecond Enpire character is carried through i n the
brownstone trim especially i ntherope-nolded archivolts and scrolled
acant hus keystones of the door enfranmenments.

Around the corner at 60 Otis Street (1871) stands an equally |
ambitious though modestly scaled Mansard, with elaborate ornament entirely ’
rendered in wood. The entrance simulates those of theThird Street row,
with anelliptical archway, conplete with decorated keystone, sketched i n
jigsaw work beneath the elliptical door hood.

The rowat 93-97 Thorndi ke Street (1885) illustrates the absorption
of the Mansard style into the vocabulary of t hecommon builder. Although
nicely scaled with alternating bay wi ndows, these houses are fundamentally
Bralcketed-ltalianate indetail, with only their roof hinting at the newer
style. : ‘

The Queen Anne style appears | nthe East Canbridge area only
through superinposed decoration on other building types, nost often triple-
deckers, or as elenments applied in nineteenth century modernization efforts. A
(ne such updating occurred at 85 Thorndi ke Street, where an 1822 house re-
ceived a cross-gabled entrance pavilion decorated with patterned shingles ' “
and brackets i n 1894.

The distinctive character of East Canbridge has been preserved by
the independence and isolation that has historically set thearea apart from '
the rest of thecity. 1 nthe nineteenth century, this isolation from the
settled parts of Canbridge and proximty t oBoston led t oa type of develop-
ment which nmade i t a prototypical nineteenth century industrial neighborhood.
East Canbridge survives as a m crocosm of the environment of early industrial -
devel opment, relatively unaffected by nmodern intrusion.

(see Continuation Sheets)
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7. Historical Data - continued, page 6

DESCR PTI ON G- BU LD NGS O MAJAR STAN FI CAKCE N < e

The East Canbridge National Register District conmprises a cross
section of thebuilding types coommon t ot hearea. |t i ssited on Putnam Hill
whi ch, t heeighteenth century, was anisolated area of solid land
amd salt marshes. This topographic formation i sstill readily visible
fhromthecrovvn of thehill attheintersection of Otis and Sci arappa Streets.
The la

land falls off fairly steeply tothenorth, west andsouth. The east
slope is nore gradual, descending through thesubstantial residential area
of Millionaire's Row through t heCourthouse conplex t oanindustrial fringe
near t heCharles River.

The conplex of buildings once occupied by thelrving & Casson-
A H Davenport Conpany between Otis, Thorndi ke andFirst Streets i s the
last major remaining nineteenth century industrial presence i nEast Canbridge.
Built 1 nstages between 1869 and 1908, i t includes eight bxiildings that
range from nineteenth century New England mill construction t oearly twenti-
eth century reinforced concrete.

A even nore significant presence i sthe Courthouse conplejt i n the
next block between Second and Third Streets. The Registry of Deeds (1896)
s somewhat overscaled, but cormands attention with 1ts imposing brick
porticoed facades on all four sides, above nonumental stairs. The four-
storied facade i sarticulated.as a basement andattic with a single nonu-
mental main floor between. The surface of thebrick basenent has projecting
courses at regular intervals t oapproximate t hetexture of rusticated stone.
The main story i sarcaded with console keystones, andtheattic storyi s
articulated by square windows with shoul dered brick architraves set ona
sill course. Thetfull entablature andparapet arealso rendered in brick,
with t heexception of t hestanped metal corona.

The Clerk of Courts building (1899) i stypical of nineteenth

century fireproof construction, with iron floors androof. The facadei s
treated as a single nonunental story set on an English basenment, rusticated
in brick like theRegistry. The fenestration i scontained i narches with
keystoned archivolts separated by brick pilasters. The effect of a giant
order i senphasized by t heextension of thepilasters i nt hebasenment and
the parapet, although interrupted by a string course andcornice. Therei s
little planar wall surface. The building's hi proof i stopped with iron
cresting.

The centerpiece of theconplex i stheold Superior Courthouse
(1814, 1849). The principal facade 1 stheThird Street side, which was
originally therear of thebuilding. The central five bays ar eflanked by
(see over for continuation, as page 7)
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7. Historical Data - continued, page 7

projecti ng(;)avi | i ons conposed of tJiree rhythm c bays. Its threestories
are treated as a singlenonunental story on an English basenent, se arat ed
by a granite string course. The central portionof the facade andt

central bay of the wi ngs have arcaded fenestrationarticulatedw th cast
iron archivolts and spring course on brick piers. The brownstone cornice
I's decoratedwith nodillions and a dentil course, above a brick architrave
with square panels in lowrelief. The gable ends of the w ngs cont ai n

| unettes, echoing the arched wi ndows of the main story below. Risingfrom
the center of the buildingis a woden clock tower inthree states: a
squar e base contai ningw ndows in a triunphal arch configuration, an. octa-
gonal section containinga |louvred arcade enframed by Tuscanpil asters
sup[)orti ngan entabl ature, and a shorter octagonal section capped by a

shal  owdone, with four clocks on alternate faces. Entrances at the center
of the main section and each w ngf have sinple classicallydetailed granite
enframenents, w th sidelightsflanking double doors...

The brick rowof Federal workers' housing at 30-34 Second Street
(1836-39) are simple two-story, three-bay houses with recessed side en-
trances and |ight brick dentillatedcornices. Across Otis Street i sa
second row at 36-46 Second Street (1842), a group of six wooden Geek Re-
vival houses with typical decoration. Including a full entablature, and
pilasters and shallow lonic porticoes. These tworows illustrate the
variation on a basic thene typical of an East Canbridge streetscape. The
size and scale of thebuildings aresimlar: both rows sit directly adja-
cent tothesidewalk, yetthedifferences i nmaterial, detail, and formal
el ements, such as therecessed doorways of 30-34 Second contrasting with
the porches of 36-46 Second create a chang|ng texture that enhances t he
character of t heneighborhood. »

The residential structures on Third Street facing the count?/
bui l dings conplenent ratJier than contrast with thelatter's monumentality
At thecorner of Thorndike directly opposite the Courthouse standsthe
former Third Congregational Society (1827). A typical Federal churchi n
plan and detail, i ti sathree-story rectangular gabled structure with a
wi de entrance tower that monopolizes theThird Street facade. The tower
is articulatedwith a tliree bay relievi n? arcade set on a granite base.
The arcade contains arched windows at all three levels. At the ground
level thecentrally placed doorway features a sinple granite classical
enframement. The side elevation i ssimlarly detailed as an arcade, al -
t hough containing single nmonumental arched w ndows. por

The rest of theblock tothecorner of Otis Street i sthesite
of seven elegant brick rowhouses, 83-95 Third Street (1860). This urbane
grouping conplements the CountY buildinc?s far better than theless preten-
tious Second Street rows. Built of re brick with brownstone basements,
steps and trim, their detail i sessentially Italianate except forthe
concave Mansard roofs. Rope- nol ded archivolts crowned by an acanthus key-
stone create an arched door enframement. This elaborat|on I s matched by
incised cap-nolded lintels with broken profiles. . .

‘' At thecorner of Third facing Otis Street i sanother group of
brick buildings tHat smooth thetransition between theurbane brick Third
Street environment and t he nore nodest streetscape of Otis Street. The

(see Continuation Sheets) A
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7. Historical Data - continued, page 8 .

four houses at 55-61 Otis Street (1851) are fine Geek Revival structures
with' granite bases andbrownstone lintels andsills. Their recessed side
entries have side andtransom |ights, andthe 6/9 piano nobile w ndows
are unified by a cast iron balcony. Remants of iron cresting survive at
the roofline of 550tis Street.

Contiguous to this rowis 63-65 Otis Street (1871), a brick
doubl e house whose |ater date is readily apparent from the Mansard roof,
incised lintels andbay w ndows. Across the street at 60 0tis (18'71), t he
tall-proportioned el egance of Third Street is continued'; This attenuated
house i s wood-framed but matches the ambitious detail of the-brick exanples.

contrast, this building, like itsOtis Street neighbors, is slightly
set back from the pavenent. "Itis oneof the few Mansard-roofed structures
in the area in which anattempt has been nade t ofollow through in the
style implied by the roof. Theelaborate all-wooden door enfranmement is

Pemal ?/ noteworthy. The door recess itself is rectangular, but an

iptical arch, conplete with keystone, is indicated in wood relief just
above The strongly projecting door hood, also elliptically arched, helps
to create anunusual degree of plasticity, aided by strong lintels, a bay
w ndow t hat breaks through the cornice andthe arched, hooded dormer. This
house has been re-sided, but retains a sophistication surpassing better
preserved exanplex el sewhere in the neighborhood. .

The Greek Revival house at 66-68 Otis Street (1846) is asimilar
case. Although itssiding hasbeen altered andnuch of i ts ornament re-
noved, i t remains a conmanding presence in the streetscape. The distinctive
cross-gabl ed double entrance andbold decoration are primary factors inits
continuing significance. L

The two houses at 80-82 Otis Street (1861) exhibit asurprising
urbanity for the area anddate. Fundamentally Italianate, the second story
oriels form adramatic andupdating element in contrast to the nmore con- ,
servative brownstone lintels and subdued brick cornice.

Across Otis Street rg
t

is a e
dense urban character of the rest he
t

| a pl ayground that contrasts with the
of street. Across Sciarappa Street
fromthe [ot is the Otis Hospital (cl910), athree-story brick neoGeorgian
building. Although massive, itseffects are mnimzed byitslocation
across Otis Street from the Putnam School, much larger but an accepted

nineteenth century element in the area.

The Putnam School (1889) is an extremely fine exanple of the
Panel ed Brick variant of the Queen Anne stgle. Both street facades have e
central gables pavilions three bays wi de, but the facades are unified by
(see over for continuation, as page 9)

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



7. Historical Data - continued, page 9
ill

dark stone belt courses at lintel level at each stor%. The pavilions have
wi der central bays and double ?able w ndows crowned by a stone arch con-
taining tw lancet arches and filled with patterned brickwork. The w ndows
of the two lower stories are crowned throughout by dark stone archivolts
and keystones filled with paneled brick. The third story w ndows have
heavy rusticated stone lintels that abut the elaborate brick cornice

The main roof is a broken pitch with dorners flankin% the gabled pavilions.
The main entrance on Otis Street is deeply recessed behind a round arch of
brick voussoirs and a dark stone archivolt. The door enframement is-

el aborately wood panel ed. Coe '

The |ower block of Thorndike Street included inthe District has
a simlar appearance to Otis Street. | tincludesprimarily Geek Revival
hormes slightly set back fromthe sidewalk, unified by their domestic scale
and by the repeated appearance of S|n%|e story colummed porches along the
street. 59 Thorndi ke (1827) serves the same transitional function as the
buil dings at Third and Otis Streets. Sited behind the Third Congregationa
Church, which fronts on Third Street, the brick townhouse adjoins the side-

wal k. An early exanple of the Geek Revival, i thas an attenuated door
enframement with side and transom lights, sheer lintels and a [ight brick
cornice. |tsnost distinctive strlistic element i s the 69 piano nobile
w ndows and cast iron balcony. Also noteworthy is a five-sided projecting

cupola added circa 1858.

Typical of nmost of the block i s 69 Thorndi ke Street (1844). An
intact but unpretentious Geek Revival dwelling, it has a pedimented gable,
full entablature, paneled corner pilasters, an lonic columed porch and
flush boarded surfaces behind the porch and i n the gable.

Peloe! Qh the corner at 80-82 Sciarappa Street (1847) stands a nore
sophisticated Geek Revival house. |t spedimented gable faces Thorndike
Street, as do the 6/8 piano nobile windows and their cast iron balcony.

The entrance i s on Sciarappa Street, however. The house is sited directly
on the sidewal k, termnating the block. '

The uPper portion of Thorndike Street inthe District has an
essentially Italianate character. The Froportions of the buildings are
taller, and the repetition of plastic elements such as door hoods and bay
w ndows creates a very different rhythm fromthe serene quality of the
G eek Revival group a block away. 93-97 Thorndi ke Street (1885) is a
Mansard-roofed row with Italianate detailing. The facade alternates bay
Yﬁndﬁws and deeply recessed entrances, unified by cornices at each floor

evel .

Further alon? the block at 109 Thorndi ke Street (1857) stands a
wel | -preserved vernacular Italianate house. The gable faces the street and
is enphasized by a strongly projecting returned cornice supported by
brackets. An interesting configuration is created by an applied bracket
silhouette placed beneath the end of the return, reflecting the visible
side elevation of the brackets at the flank. Other details are nore

(see Continuation Sheets)
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typical: an arched gable w ndow, bracketed lintels andfooted sills, a
bracketed door hood supporting anoriel w ndow above an el aborately paneled
door surround, and a deeply recessed pair of etched glass paneled doors.

The cast iron fence and gate i sconposed of Italianate motifs, including

S andCscrolls as well as oval elements. The block also includes buildings
of earlier periods whose presence reinforcesrather than interruptsthe
basic pattern. The square Federal house at 96 Thorndike Street (1826)i s

a wood-framed building with abrick facade and granite base. [|ts notable
stylistic elements include a |ouvred lunette i nthegable and a side
entrance within a sheer elliptical archway.

Next t othe Otis Hospital i sthe Deshon-Hovey House at 93 Otis
Street (1847), an el aborately detailed Geek Revival house set well back
from thestreet, an unusual siting for theneighborhood. This two-story
house i sarticulated by giant Doric pilasters separating thebays, unfor-
tunately sided over although still visible. The other notable elementi s
a hexagonal cupola.

Across thestreet at 100 Otis Street (1848) stands a brick Geek
Revival townhouse. Severely detailed, i trelies oncontrastingmaterial
for ornamental interest, asi nthegranite basenment and brownstone pedi -
mented lintels. The sinple dentillated cornice i srendered i nbrick. A
simlar double house next door at 102-104 Otis Street (1848) was renodel ed
by theaddition of a Mansard roof and Queen Anne gl ass paneled doors |ater
in thecentury. :

The District as a whole i s a remarkably well preserved nineteenth
century industrial community. Very fewintrusions have occurred, and al -
terations have been mnor. Evidence of the nature of the area's devel op-
ment up to 1890is clearly visible in thepattern of age siting, and
decoration of the buil dings. o« N - R

In general, thebuildings areambitious vernacul ar exanples.

Even t hehighest quality buildings fall short of contenporary high-style
exanpl es, buttheir conservatism and use of stock elements areintegral to
mddle class speculative housing of theperiod. Wth avery fewexceptions,
the housing stock dates from 1820-1875 and can be classified as vernacul ar
approxi mtions of theFederal, Geek Revival, Italianate, French Second
Enpire and Queen Anne styles. ?/plcal forms appear repeatedly i n the
District, although i nsiitbstantial variety. Tree-lined streets unifythe
nei ghborhood, andhelp t omitigate the adverse effect of occasional al -
terations of siding or fenestration.

(see over for continuation, as page 11)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



7. Historical Data - continued, page 11

The East Canbridge National Re?ister District includes properties
on Otis and Thorndi ke Streets between Fifth and Second Streets, plus por-
tions of Spring, Sciarappa and Third Streets (seeCanbridge Community

Devel opment P DD Quad Map | Aand 2A). The boundaries were chosento
include Putnam Hill and properties reflecting thenineteenth century
architecture prevalent i nEast Canbridge.
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GBJECTI ON TO NOM NATI ON OF PRCPERTI ES
TO THE NATI ONAL REA STER G- H STORI C PLACES

Tiie undersigned Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy
hereby certifies that i ti sthesole record ower of the
following properties and hereby objects t ot henom nation of

those properties for listing i ntheNational Register of
Historic Places:

All of theland and buildings Icnown and nunbered 134
Massachusetts Avenue, Canbridge, Massachusetts and nore

particularly shown as t heblackened area onthe map
attached as Schedule A

BEXEQUTED this ICfhday of February, 1986

MASSACHUSETTS | NSTI TUTE G-
TECHNALAGY

[liliam R Dickson,
Senior Vice President

COMMINVEAL TH O MASSACHUSETTS
County of M ddl esex February /p , 1986

on this Z0N day of February, 1986 before ne appeared
William R Dickson t one personally known, who being by ne duly
sworn, did saythat he i sSenior Vice President of
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and that said instrument

was signed onbehalf of said corporation and was t hefree act
and deed of said corporation.

Publi
My Cbm/nission ExR”/g”:
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