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An engraving(full page) in Leslie's Illustrated Weekly of
1864, (reproduction in book) and attached* photographs in the
egrly 1900's show the original appearance of the building.
The only change to the original structure was to make it
livable with modern date facilities when restored in the
1920's.

‘A, Interior:
Steam heat was introduced during the restoration
of the 1920's(the steam pipes running up outside
the inner walls) and the original doors to the
drawing room and dining room opening off the
great hall were enlarged to give a wide opening
with a curved top.

B. Exterior:
The exterior original structure is ZAnchanged;
however, to provide bath rooms to two bedrooms
the S.E. corner of the rear gallers was bricked
in between the columns. The space between the
kitchen building and the main house was bricked
in to obviate walking outdoors some 40 feet.

*.See attached copy of Oaklawn Mano
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A.\ Greek colonial, all hand made brick, 16 Truscaﬁ‘brick
columns( 12 on main house and 4 on kltchen wing).

The outer walls are 5 bricks thick, and the inner bearing
walls 4 bricks thick. The floor plan of the main house

is unusual since the lowness of the site precluded usuable
roads and the entrance with stairwell is on the East side
for the convenience of using riding horses. The separate
kitchen building is two story(the usual southern kitchen
was a one room building connected to the main house with a
covered, open, passageway.™ The two rooms upstairs were the
garconniere instead of the usual detached garconniere
room(s) .

B. To the best of our knowledge, the approximate 76 acres
surrounding the house is the natural formation, never
cultivated, having a great number of the original live
oak trees. The original outline of the nearly 3 acres
of gardens in intact, though many of the Tennessee Cedars
Porter brought from Tennessee have been destroyed by
the many Hurricanes.

C. To enhance the grounds and perpetuate the large grove
of live oaks, the restorer in the 1920's had tree men
make very extensive repairs to the original oaks and
had them plant over 100 12-14 year live oak trees. Since
the entire acreage is either in grass or native growth,
the surface soil remains in place. (The grounds are kept
up 12 months of the year]).

D. Touring the house and grounds and the book OAKLAWN MANOR&
1837 bring the wvisitor's attention to the development of
this particular sugar cane area along the Baycu Teche, the
terrible economic effects of the War Between the States
and the failure of the original developers to continue, It
was a way of life not to be seen again., Of special inter=
est to the hostess are the school groups visiting here in
the elementary school grades studying Louisiana History.
Theyare shown and told of this rich ante-bellum era and
they see the results of buildlng to last-not a modern, quick,
structure needing constant repair. The down stairs furnish-
ings, brought from Europe in the 1920's are French and J
Italian with some pieces dating to the 17th. century. These
are of particular interest to the more knowledgeable adul-
ts and are educational to others)
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Press, Baton Rouge, Ls.

Congress.
son. 1832-1839

Wendell Holmes Stephenson, Ph.D.; Louisiana State Universit

Burton Harrison Collection, Manuscript Division, Library of
Letters from Alemander Porter to J, Burton Harri

Without listing further, there is a fine Bibliography at t%
end of the book listed under A above including: Bibliograph
ies and Memoirs,Collections of Documents, Letters aamd paper
Lawn & Public Documents, Monographs and Special Articles,
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