FORM B BUILDING A In Area no. Form no.

130-CBD
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 33
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town W or cester
Address 507 Main Street
Name Park Building

Present useCommercial & residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number
Present omna People's Church Homelnc

25 Francis St., Worc.
3. Description:

Date 1917-1915
Source Nutt., Hist, of Worc.
Roll 29
Style Classical Revival

Cro ross of New York
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect '5]S'FAééum%am

in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric limestone

Outbuildings (describe) none

Othe features two-storey cast metal

stone front with classical decoratio
two storey loggia at, 10th & 11th
stories, cornice

Altered store fronts Datemid-20th c.
Moved no Dae
T+ 5 L O.tsiZ,IA\\/\S/:\Selssor's Book 1}\ B 13
Oneacreorless X Ove oneacre
Approximate frontage 110
Approximate distance of building from street
o
. 6. Recordedby S.Ceccacci & B.R.Pfeiffer
Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc.

Date January 1978

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) Park Trust Co.

10.

Original use bank/off ices
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates commercial & residential (present)

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural A Exploration/ Science/

The Arts e settlement invention
Commerce ~ " ZZZZ Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Park Bu;ldln? I s aneleven-storey, steel-frame structure,
covered by a facing of dressed |imestone. Thebuilding's first two
stories are enclosed by anmetal andplate-glass store front(partially
altered) which is decorated with avariety of cast classical motifs;
the third storey contains evenly spaced w ndows separated by carved
| i mestone panels and surnounted by a cornice. Thefourth throu?h
ninth stories are largely undecorated; at the tenth andeleventh
stories are engaged Tuscan coliams, designed to appear as a | oggia,
above which are a cornice andcopper cresting.

~The largest of several office blocks built by corporations and
hol ding conpanies i n downtown Worcester in the early twentieth
century, the Park BU|Id|n? remai ned the nost prom nent el enent of
the city's skyline until the construction of Worcester Center in
the |ate 1960s. Characteristic of the increased inportance of cor-
porate activity during the city's last major boom the Park Building
was built for the Park Trust Conpany, rather than for anindividual
as hadbeen the case with virtually al |l comrercial buildings prior
to 1900. The Park Trust Conpany was forned in 1915 with acaplital
of . $300, 000 whi ch increased to nore than $3, 000,000 by 1917. 1 n
1927f the Park Trust Cbrrpan%/ was nerged with the Worcester County
Trust CbrrpanP/, which, in 1959t becane the Worcester County National
Bank. The selection of New York architects Coss &Coss and DH
Bunham is also characteristic of the cH%' s large office blocks
of 1900- 1920, nost of which were designed by architects from New
York and other cities where skyscraper construction was nore widely

practiced than in Worcester. C

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Nutt, C Hist, of Wrrc., Vol.11, pp. 1013 & 106Kk,

Wor cest er Magazine. 1915t p. 83.
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



