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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Liederkranz hall in Grand Island, Nebraska was built 1911-12 to
house the many activities of this German singing society.

Designed by architect Oscar Kirche, a Liederkranz member, this brick
building reflects influences of the Neo-Classical Revival style of architec-
ture. Distinctive features include the engaged Corinthian columns framing
the main entrance, the semi-eliptical arched doorway and the pediment which
incorporates the symbolic lyre motif.

Geometric designs of stone are placed directly below the cornice line.
An arched marquee made of metal trimmed with glass plates spelling the word
"Liederkranz" on 3 sides shelters the entrance. Gothic-like buttressed
pilasters strengthen the east and west walls. The fly space above the stage
projects above the roof line at the rear of the building. An annex also
designed by Kirsche, was added in 1915.

The exterior is in near original condition and retains its historical
integrity. The interior has been substantially remodeled over the years to
accomodate the active society.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grand Island, Nebraska area was settled in 1857 by a colony of
German immigrants. These settlers had a strong desire to preserve the
customs of their homeland. 1In 1870 several of them met to organize a
German singing society or '"Liederkranz'" to provide musical and social
entertainment and to cultivate the members musical talents.

The Liederkranz is the oldest male chorus club in the United States.
The first society was founded in 1835 in Philadelphia. Germans in Baltimore
and New Orleans soon followed suit and gradually during the 19th century
many other Liederkranz societies were organized across the nation.

There were forty charter members in the Grand Island Society. All
meetings, programs, etc. were conducted in German until World War I when
English became the official language. The group met in rented buildings
for a short time and then in 1871, negotiations were made with the Union
Pacific Railroad for the domation of a site for a hall. A frame building
preceded the present brick structure.

The Liederkranz Hall has long been a community meeting place for
Grand Island residents, an auditorium for many civic activities and a
polling place at election time.

Though the small German colony who settled on the '"grand island"
along the Platte River has grown to a city of 33,000 residents,
Liederkranz members continue to preserve their German heritage in the
still very active society. This Grand Island organization is the only
known Liederkranz in Nebraska.
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