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Fort #5 is almost completely intact as originally built in 1863. Archaeologist 
estimate an erosion of approximately four inches.

Located atop a 475 foot hill the breastwork represents a strategic use of dominant 
terrain. Designed for use by an artillery battery this structure commanded a field 
of fire and observation for the Mill Creek Valley as well as two of the main routes 
to Columbus, Georgia.

The fort is pentagonal in shape (30 yards to the side) and accommodates three well 
preserved cannon emplacements. The breastwork is constructed entirely of earth 
and stands approximately 30 feet high. A network of trenches bounds the fort on 
two sides, £n overlapping wall on the east side of the structure precluded direct 
fire from the. rear,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort #5 was constructed in 1863 as one of a series of eight earthen fortifications 
guarding the western approach to the city of Cblumbus, Georgia, and is the best 
preserved of the remaining two. This series of fortifications was designed by Major 
General Jeremy Gilmer, whom Ezra Warner in Generals in Gray describes as "perhaps the 
outstanding military engineer in the service of the South."

During the closing months of the Civil War the major efforts of the IMion awnies 
"- were centered in the area from Atlanta, Georgia to Richmond, Virginia. Sherman had 

advanced to Savannah and Lee was defending Richmond. Grant prepared for the final 
blows of 1865.

JDoe campaign was to be a drive throu^ Alabama which, would terminate with, the 
^•occupation of Macon, Georgia on April 20, 1865. Confederate forces at Tuscaloosa 

and Selma were defeated and Montgomery surrendered without a fight. Under the 
conraand of General James H. Wilson (U.S. Calvary), Union forces moved toward Georgia 
and the bridges over the Chattahoochee at Colurbus and West Point became injnediate 
objectives.

As a major producer of war material for the South, Columbus warranted significant 
protection. All defensive positions constructed in 1864 were oriented to ward off 
an attack from the north. However in December of 1863, at the direction of General 
P. G. T. Beauregard, Commander of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida 
(C.S.A.), Major General Jeremy Jrancis Gilmer had designed a series of ei^it 
fortifications for the defense of the western coiraunication and supply routes.

During the battle (April 16, 1865) unable to muster sufficient troops, the Confederate 
forces abandoned the outer defense line and concentrated their efforts on the 
protection of the bridges. Fort #5 was therefore never manned. Nevertheless the fort 
is in an excellent state of preservation and is the only accessible relic of the battle 
ox ^olumbus which was fought predominately in Girard (now Phenix City), Alabama.
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