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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Since this two-story solid brick building was built iiwlS38 as a school, 
it has had a variety of tenants and performed many functions but it remains 
today much as it was originally. A perfectly simple exercise in the Classical 
Revival style, it is a massive cube (36.I 1 x 51.2') capped with a low-pitched 
gable_j:ppf. Instead of columns it has wide pilasters running from the founda- 
tionjto a plain frieze of bricks forming a sort of entablature which serves 
visually to support the heavy box cornice at the eaves. Symmetry reigns 
throughout. The north and south facades each have six pilasters, nine windows 
and two doors. The east arid west sides each have four pilasters. Each of the 
15 windows is nine-over-nine and each is capped by a stone lintel. The north 
facade is now used as the main entrance but originally one entered from Perry 
Street on the west end under a semi-circular arched doorway with two major 
features: a large keystone and a now somewhat broken-up delicate fanlight. 
The original door with paned transome also survives.

Inside, each of the two floors are 35' x 33' with 12' ceilings. The stair 
hall is entered from the original west facade entrance. (In that section 
of the building a kitchen and restrooms have been added.) Each floor has two 
Federal style reeded mantlepieces on the east end where the inside chimneys 
rise from the foundation up through the roof. The floors are of matched wide 
pine as is the ceiling. Other original surviving woodwork is a wainscot and 
chair rail. (In addition fifteen "Hitchcock" type "fancy chairs" have sur 
vived with original painted masonic decorations.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Gwinnett County Historical Society intends to buy from the Masons 
the Old Female Seminary and give it a chance to continue serving the com 
munity as it has since it was built in 1838. For over a hundred years the 
building's lower floor has been a sort of county civic center, performing 
the function of providing a dignified assembling space for indoor community 
activities. Built as a girls' school incorporated in 1837, Lawrenceyille 
Masonic Lodge #131, in 1860, began to use the upper floor and for over 100 
years they have had "peaceful possession."_^886 was the last year it was 
used as a female seminary and the last group to use the lower floor was "The 
Hi-Hope School for Retarded Children."

Erected by Daniel Killian who was one of the Trustees of the Female 
Seminary, this simple, rather masculine late-Federal, early Greek Revival 
structure resembles similar buildings throughout North Georgia. It has 
great significance for the town of Lawrenceville, the County Seat of Gwinnet 
County. It is the most imposing early building in the county. The Gwinnett 
County Historical Society is raising the necessary funds for its continued 
preservation and restoration.
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Correction:

As a result of further research involving the newly found Minutes of the 
Lawrenceville Female Seminary, it has been established that the original 
building of 1838 was a wooden structure which burned in 1850 or 1851. The 
exact building date of the replacement occurred after 1854 Seminary trustees 
resolved to rebuild the Seminary of "wood - one story high and of the original 
size - with three rooms". At the same time they resolved to allow the Masons 
"to build a lodge room on the new building above the proposed. The lodge 
paying all the increased cost of the building in consequence thereof." The 
only conclusion one can draw is that the Masons were intimately involved in 
determining the earlier structure. Also the trustees and Masons evidently 
decided to use brick rather than wood.

Elizabeth Z. Macgregor 
Architectural' Historian 
Historic Sites Survey 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

May 1, 1974
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