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(Type all entries —complete applicable sections)

{1» NAME
C OMMON:

Lenox Library RECEMi

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Second Berkshire County Court House aCr30 192

STREET AND NUMBER.: REG'STER
18 Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:

L enox
Massachusetts 025 BerkRhi re.
\i CLASStFICATtON
A E IBLE
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS CCESS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
District g Building . Public Public Acquisition: Q[ Occupied Yes:
Site [+ Structure 3 Privote 1 In Process I I Unoccupied Restricted
Object . Both I 1 Being Considered I 1Preservation work PCl Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural 1 1 Government . Pork | 1 Transportation | ] Comments
( | Commercial [ | Industrial I | Private Residence
I 1 Educational . Military I | Religious
| | Entertainment [ I Museum i 1 Scientific
f4., OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Lenox Library Assnniatinn
STREET AND NUMBER:
18 Main Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
L enox Mas.sachuset,t s o2~
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
Central Berkshire County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:
24 \\endel | Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Pittsfield M assachusetts 025

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historical Assets nf thp. Chrnnmnwpai - hh 11
DATE OF SURVEY: . Federal State I 1 County . Local
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion & (Berk. Co.Hist. Son

STREET AND NUMBER:

Archives Miuseum State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston M assachusetts 023



}7.

DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
1n  Excellent + Good + Fe | | Deteriorated *  Ruins | | Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)

g Altered +  Unaltered n  Moved 29 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original portion of this "building is_rectangular i nform
(48" X 62") with thelong axis perpendicular tothestreet. |t
s a two-story hrick structure with a lowpitched hi proof sur-
rounded by a parapet conposed of alternate lattice and paneled
segnents. An open cupola supBorted by Qi ght slender colums
srl]J_rnountslthefront. A 1787 bell hangs on a sawbuck framei n
this cupola.

CONDITION

~ The street facade i sthree bays wide with a slightlypro-
Jficting Port|co which i s supported by two pairs of engaged
lonic colums. These aretwo stories high. The frieze and
architrave stop a fewinches short of thecorner of the build-
ing and ar e supported by lonic pilasters set i nsomewhat from
the edge of thefacade. (See photo). The cornice i sornanen-
ted *with dentils. This facade i ssymmetrical with the entrance
centered. The doorway has narrow side Iights and a semi-ellip-
tical fanlight above. First floor windov/s areset i nslightly
recessed arch-topped panels.

All w ndows, front and side are doubl e-hung six-over-six
sash. Those on t he south facade facin? an adjacent building
have been equipped with protective roll-down 1ron fire shutters.
Al'l v.andows have wooden shutters, |ouvered on t he second floor,

solid on theground floor.

The foundation above theground i ssawn marble. There are
eight original brick chimmeys, four on each side.

Jn 1889.an addition considerably larger than the original
cOurt™hQl i sefas constructed. This two-story.-brickstmcture
has a hip roof andlixivered cupola. This section contains
Sedgwi ck Hall, an auditoriumwhich has a separate entrance with
classical portico, engaged lonic colums and fanlight somewhat
simlar totheoriginal front but reduced i nvertical propor-
tions.
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as
I I Pre-Columbian!

15th Century

SPEICIFIC DATEIs) (7/Appficab/e and Known;

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE
Abor iginal
1 | Prehistoric
Historic
1 1 Agriculture "
n Architecture
Art
I 1 Commerce

I I Communications

(Check

Appropriate)
16th Century
17th Century

1815 —16,

One or More as Appropriate)
[ 1 Educotion

| Engineering
| Industry

| Invention

| Landscape

Architecture

r~| Literature

Militory
I I Conservation Music
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
A The front or original
by Capt.

ing

S

Danon' s original

whi ch now occupies thestructure.

Hill of Lenox and Rufus Wi ght
Sedgwi ck Hall, part
scene of t heannual Horticultural

occasi oned by t he Spani sh-American Var,
ardreceptions.
At one time a front

| ectures,

wer e Senat or
Hal e.

focal

gallery and concert

concerts,
danced onitsfloor.
building was rented tothelenox National
offices on thesecond floor
Post

/

were rented.
and thesole vill a?e ﬁhysi cian,
| n 1895 Benjam n Rogers estab

exchange i nLenox 1 na rear office.

In short, this building has been,
point of Berkshire County and Lenox activities.

continues toserve as an outstanding library,

and lecture facility,

18th Century
E Century

1889

Political [ 1 Urbon

Religion/Phi. Other
losophy

Science

Scrulpture

Social/Human-

itarian

i Theoter

Transportotion

Court

House.
1869 when t he county seat was

drawi ngs for the build-
I nthelenox Library

20th Century

Planning

(SpecUr)

portion of this building was designed
| saac Danon (1781-1862) of Northanpton and constructed
in 1815-1BT6"to serve as Berkshire County
tinued i nthis capacity until
noved toPittsfield.
and contract agreements ar e preserved

| t con-

The buil ders were Ashbel

of Nort hanpt on.
of theadditionbuilt

i Nn1889 wast he

Bal |, ﬁatriotier meet i ngs
i gh school graduation?
Ms. Gover Cleveland
roomi nthe original
Bank.  Several
Anong early tenants
Dr. E P
IS edlthefirst tejl_ephone

since

i tserection, a

|t

summer art



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Merrill, David "|saac Damon and t; e Southwick Column Papers"
Old Time New England Vol. LIV No. 2 Pall
1963, Boston: ociety for thePreservation of

Nev England Antiquities pp 48-58
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Town of Lenox, 1969 pp 115-122
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING ARECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OFA PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds pegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ) ' "
42 21 2775 73 ° 17 06
NE
SE
S
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 4<)66 s~UaTB l'ee t
iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTY BOUNDARIES
H

ORGANI ZATION

H
Berkshire County Historical Society June 13. 1972 -

STREET AND NUMBER:

113 East Housatonic Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Pittsfield M assachusetts
m. STATE LIAtSOK OFFICER CERTfF~ICAriON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that ithas been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance otthis nomination is:

National = State 5 Local < i/

I hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register.

chief, Office ol Archeology and Historic  Preservation

Date
Name
sfciJa™yY of theCommonwedth and
elairman, Mass. Historical
Title Commission

ATTEST:

Keeper of Tfe National Register

Bae October 17, 1972 Date
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM Berkshi -re

FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMEBER

1. NAME

CWN LeTiox LjbrarY

ANDR HISCRC oQ ZTid B6plcshj,e Gountv Court House A~"CMIill
LOCATION X

STREET AND NUM BER:

18 Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:

L enox

ATE: COUNTY:

Ma. ssachusetts 025 Berkshire®
3. MAP ftEFERENCe

U S G S Stockbridge Quadrangle
1: 24000

4, REQUIREM:LEgl\AWQS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ss

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER

1. NAME

CMMON Lenox Library
ANDCR HSCRC  “eccnd Borkshlro O::unty Court hou's®
LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

18 Main Street

CITY OR TOWN :

L enox
COUNTY:

M assachusetts 025 Berkshire i
3. PHOTO REFERENCE I I lm

PHOTO CREDIT: Loi i irlde

DATE OF PHOTO: not dated

uJ NEGATIVE FILED AT:

U3 Lenox Library
4. IOENTIFICATIOhi

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

N

Front facade detail show ng engaged col ums,



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL  REG STER
STATE yASBAHERYS

Date Entered ~ A

Name L ocation

EsSiX Ctamty
Lenox
Bsrk& hire County

Modhaniow Block Metoric District Lawrenea
Besex Cowty

Howe VIlInnff nlstorio DI stxict Eoxford |!
ExcGX CQovjpty

VienhG3
Essex itj'nty

rtoha*? Trail vicinities of Charlftnont, Florida, aad
Kavoy
Eerkehlre and TtaaklLa Coustica

Port Wéshi ngt on Cairiridge
toicidlcscx County

Also Notified State Historic Preservation officer
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy Hon. Jovsh P» X. Davoren
Eecrctriry of tha CaA“vonurjdth
I['oa. Michad J, Jlarrinrrton Chairr an, riaseachu& etts liistorical
Ton. Silvio 0. Conto Ccr;missio;i
I1Son. Paul Cronin 40 liaacon Street

Eon. TfKsaas P. 0*Keill, Jr. IX)ston, liaftsachasetta 02100



