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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

{1» N A M E 

C O M M O N : 

Lenox Library RECElVlfl 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Second Berkshire County Court House OCT 3 0 1972 
2 . L O C A T J O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

18 Main Street 
REGISTER 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lenox 

Massachusetts 
\ i . C L A S S t F I C A T t O N 

025 BerkRhi re. 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

• Si te [ • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

3 P r i v o t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

Q[] Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

I I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

pC] Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

( I Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inment 

1 1 Government 

[ I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

[ I Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

i I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n I ] Comments 

f 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Lenox Library Assnniatinn 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

18 Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lenox 
5 . L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

S T A T E : 

.Mas .sachu .s .e.t, t s 02^ 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Central Berkshire County Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

24 Wendell Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

P i t t s f i e l d 

6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of H i s t o r i c a l Assets nf thp. Cnmmnnwpai-hh 
• Federa l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : a. State I 1 Coun ty • L o c a l 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission & (Berk.Co.Hist.Son 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Archives Museum, State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Massachusetts 023_ 
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} 7 . DESCRIPT ION 

"1̂  

CONDITION 
1 ^ Excellent • Good • Fc 

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated • Ruins I I Unexposed 

g Altered 
(Check One) 

• Unaltered 
(Check One) 

n Moved 29 Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The o r i g i n a l portion of t h i s "building is_ rectangular i n form 
(48' X 62') with the long axis perpendicular to the street. I t 
i s a two-story hrick structure with a low pitched hip roof sur­
rounded by a parapet composed of alternate l a t t i c e and paneled 
segments. An open cupola supported by Qight slender columns 
surmounts the f r o n t . A 1787 b e l l hangs on a sawbuck frame i n 
th i s cupola. 

The street facade i s three bays wide with a s l i g h t l y pro-
.jficting portico which i s supported by two pairs of engaged 
Ionic columns. These are two stories high. The fri e z e and 
architrave stop a few inches short of the corner of the b u i l d ­
ing and are supported by Ionic p i l a s t e r s set i n somewhat from 
the edge of the facade. (See photo). The cornice i s ornamen­
ted ^with d e n t i l s . This facade i s symmetrical with the entrance 
centered. The doorway has narrow side l i g h t s and a semi-ellip­
t i c a l f a n l i g h t above. F i r s t f l o o r windov/s are set i n s l i g h t l y 
recessed arch-topped panels. 

A l l windows, f r o n t and side are double-hung six-over-six 
sash. Those on the south facade facing an adjacent building 
have been equipped with protective roll-down i r o n f i r e shutters. 
A l l v.andows have wooden shutters, louvered on the second f l o o r , 
s o l i d on the ground f l o o r . 

The foundation above the ground i s sawn marble. There are 
eight o r i g i n a l brick chimneys, four on each side. 

J n 1889 .an addition considerably larger than the o r i g i n a l 
c0ur t^hQlise^as constructed. This two-story.-brick stmcture 
has a hip roof and lixivered cupola. This section contains 
Sedgwick H a l l , an auditorium which has a separate entrance with 
classical portico, engaged Ionic columns and f a n l i g h t somewhat 
similar to the o r i g i n a l f r o n t but reduced i n v e r t i c a l propor­
tion s . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! • 16th Century 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

E Centu ry 

• 20 th Centu ry 

SPEICIFIC DATEls) (7/Appficab/e and Known; 1 8 1 5 — 1 6 , 1 8 8 9 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e " I " 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I 1 Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ 1 E d u c o t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I I n d u s t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

r~l L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

S P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

[ I Scrulpture 

( I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

r~i T h e o t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

[ I Urbon Planning 

• Other (SpecUr) 

0£ 

UJ 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

^ The f r o n t or o r i g i n a l portion of t h i s building was designed 
by Capt. Isaac Damon (1781-1862) of Northampton and constructed 
i n 1815-1BT6"to serve as Berkshire County Court House. I t con­
tinued i n t h i s capacity u n t i l 1869 when the county seat was 
moved to P i t t s f i e l d . Damon's o r i g i n a l drawings f o r the b u i l d ­
ing and contract agreements are preserved i n the Lenox Library 
which now occupies the structure. The builders were Ashbel 
H i l l of Lenox and Rufus Wright of Northampton. 

Sedgwick H a l l , part of the addition b u i l t i n 1889 was the 
scene of the annual H o r t i c u l t u r a l B a l l , p a t r i o t i e r meetings 
occasioned by the Spanish-American V/ar, high school graduation^ 
lectures, concerts, ard receptions. Mrs. Grover Cleveland 
danced on i t s f l o o r . At one time a f r o n t room i n the o r i g i n a l 
b uilding was rented to the Lenox National Bank. Several 
offices on the second f l o o r were rented. Among early tenants 
were Senator Post and the sole v i l l a g e physician, Dr. E. P. 
Hale. I n 1895 Benjamin Rogers established the f i r s t telephone 
exchange i n Lenox i n a rear o f f i c e . • -•- ' - - •-1. 

In short, t h i s building has been, since i t s erection, a 
focal point of Berkshire County and Lenox a c t i v i t i e s . I t 
continues to serve as an outstanding l i b r a r y , summer a r t 
gallery and concert and lecture f a c i l i t y , 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

M e r r i l l , David "Isaac Damon and t ; e Southwick Column Papers" 
Old Time New England V o l . LIV No. 2 P a l l 
1963, Boston: Society f o r the Preservation of 
New England An t iqu i t i e s pp 48-58 

Wood, David H. 

Council on Arts and Humanities 1966-67 report p. 7 

Lenox Massachusetts Shire Town; Published by 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE 

_S*L 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

42 ° 21 27^5 " 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

73 ° 17 ' 06" 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 4 <^ ) 6 6 S ^ U a T B I ' e e t 
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i L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Berkshire County H i s t o r i c a l Society June 13. 1972 -
STREET AND NUMBER: 

113 East Housatonic Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

P i t t s f i e l d 
m . STATE LIAtSOK OFFICER CERTfF^ICAriON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance ot this nomination is: 

National • State 5 Local • i/ 

Name 

sfciJa^^Y of the Commonwealth and 
•lairman, Mass. H i s t o r i c a l 

Title Commission 

Bate October 17, 1972 

Massachusetts 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

A tLu 
chief, Office ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Date 

Keeper of Tfe National Register 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 

Berkshi -re 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

COMMON: LeTiox LjbrarY 
AND/OR HISTORIC: ô Q zTid B6plcshj,e Gountv Court House ^^CMlill 

LOCATION X 

u 
r) 
Q£ 

I -•«/» 
Z 

UJ 

lU 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

18 Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lenox 
S T A T E : 

Ma.ssachusetts 025 
C O U N T Y : 

Berkshire^ 
3. MAP ftEFERENCe 

U. S. G. S. Stockbridge Quadrangle 
1:24000 
.19̂ 9 

4, REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

P R O P E R T Y PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

ss 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

COMMON: Lenox L i b r a r y 
AND/OR HISTORIC: ^eccnd Borksh l ro 0::unty Court hou"s^ 

2. LOCATION 

U 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

18 Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lenox 

"'mm Massachusetts 025 
C O U N T Y : 

Berksh i re 003 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

P H O T O C R E D I T : L i l i i ^ l d e 

D A T E O F P H O T O : not dated 
UJ 

UJ 

N E G A T I V E F I L E D A T : 

Lenox Library 
4. lOENTIFICATIOhi 

D E S C R I B E V I E W , D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

Front facade detail showing engaged columns, 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE yASBACHUSÊ yS 

Date Entered ^ ^ 

Name Location 

tn 

O 

s 
EsSiiX Ctotmty 

Lenox 
Bsrk&hlre County 

Mochanicw Block Metoric District Lawrenea 
Besex Cowty 

Howe Vlllnnff nlstorio Dlstxict 

rtohav*?! Trail 

Port Washington 

Eoxford |! 
ExcGX. Covjpty 

V7cnhC3i 
Essex Cotj'nty 

vicinities of Charlftmont, Florida,aad 
Kavoy 
Eerkehlre and TtaaklLa Coustica 

Cairiridge 
toicidlcscx County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 

l!oa. Michael J , Jlarrinrrton 
Ton. Silvio 0. Conto 
ISon. Paul Cronin 
Eon. TfKsaas P. 0*Keill, J r . 

State Historic Preservation officer 
Hon. JoVsn P» X. Davoren 
Eecrctriry of tha Cav-î vonvrrjalth 
Chairr an, riaseachu&etts liistorical 

Ccr;missio;i 
40 liaacon Street 
lx)ston, liaftsachasetta 02100 


