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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL OOMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

Cen t r a l 
H i l l 139 1 Highland Ave. 

Area 
Town Sonervi l le MRA 

Address 66 Highland Avenue 

Historic Name The Highland 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
jaroperty on back of ̂ ^oto. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersecticn (s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present apartment house 

Original apartPient house 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1892 

Source 

Style 

map research 

Richardsonian Romanesque 

Ardiitect Sanuel D. Kelley 

Exterior Wsdl Fabric brick/Connecticut brown-
stone trim 

Outbuildings non e 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

î ee At tached Map 

Z E N  
DTM REFEREMCE 19 - 327/390 - k69^•/520 

DSGS QaADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

Boston N o r t h 

1:25,000 

•f- Oondition good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage l ess than one acre 

Setting South s ide o f main thoroughfare  

f a c i n g i n s t i t u t i o n a l d i s t r i c t o f Somer  

v i l l e a t Cen t ra l H i l l , L i b r a r y , High  

School & C i t y H a l l - urban s e t t i n g . 

Recorded by Betsv Friprihprp^ Py?̂ gorw;.i-Tnr, 
Planner 

(Organization Mass. Historir,-^l rnmmi^.;i,jn 

Date J'-jne 1935 



NATICmL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Highland, one of Somerville's most elegant late-19th century apartment 
blocks, retains integr i ty of location,'design, sett ing, materials, 
workmanship, feel ing and association. Histor ical ly, the building is 
signif icant as a direct result of Somerville's vast development as a popular 
Boston bedroom community at the turn of the century. The Highlands 
architectural significance l ies in i t s well-proportioned Richardsonian 
Romanesque design. The building f u l f i l l s Criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places on the local level . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomnunity. 

The Highland, is one of Somerville's outstanding late nineteenth century 
apartment buildings and a fine example of the Richardsonian, Romanesque 
sty le. A corner tower with slate-covered conical roof and a low-hung 
Romanesque entrance arch are signif icant features of the masonry design. The 
brownstone-tritmied brick buildings were finished with marble entrances, t i l e 
f loors, and oak tr im. Its prominent corner s i te atop Central H i l l offered 
excellent views of Boston and beyond. 

HISTORICAL SiaHFICJtf̂ CE Explain the role owners played in loced or state history and how the 
building relates to the developnient of the ccaniunity. 

The Highland's architect was Boston-based Samuel Dudley Kelley, a noted 
designer of apartment buildings. Kelley's 1892 building was wel1-advertised 
throughout the Boston area as Somerville's leading apartment house. The 
twelve suites, commanded a view of Central H i l l Park, City Hal l , and the 
surrounding area. Advertisers of the hotel commended the location, which was 
near the Winter H i l l Station, providing 88 trains per day to Boston. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1892 Somerviiie Journal Souvenir 
1895 Bromley, G. W. Atlas of the City of Somerviiie 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Highland, The 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

> 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001260 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

y i c C E P T RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

REJECT f / / ^ / ^ f DATE ^tlot^^ Register 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER I 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


