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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hancock School i s a free standing three-story block located at the northeast 
corner of Forest and Clark Streets southwest of Lexington Center. I t i s set i n a •••('•• 
predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l area at the base of Belfry H i l l . The main ornamental 
facade of Hancock School faces north towards Massachusetts Avenue and was o r i g i n a l l y 
designed to be seen by approach from Clark Street which i s now one-way onto Massa­
chusetts Avenue. A secondary f r o n t faces onto Forest Street. The school's 
playground i s between the building and Belfry H i l l . The porte-cochere on the 
rear elevation which o r i g i n a l l y shielded pupils a r r i v i n g by carriage i s now 
adjacent to a long black-topped parking l o t . .. 

Hancock School i s set on a granite foundation and rises from a basic rectangular 
plan. Exterior materials include common bond red brick f o r the walls and painted 
wood and sandstone f o r t r i m . A l l window sash i s painted wood. Ornamental brick 
bond patterns accent the wal l f a b r i c around the entrance porches and windows and 
i n decorative panels on the long elevations. The steeply pitched roof and dormers ' ^ 
are e n t i r e l y covered i n gray slate and trimmed with copper as are the shed roofed 
entrance porches and porte-cochere. Two i n t e r i o r brick chimneys project through 
the roof. . 

The facade of Hancock School i s dominated by two large staircase towers, one round, 
the other square, which r i s e the height of the building and are topped by pointed 
roofs. Each adjoin a one-story entrance porch with arched bri c k windows and entrance-
ways which are trimmed with sandstone and ir o n g r i l l w o r k . Both towers contain 
small windows at ground l e v e l which are topped by a sandstone b e l t course. 
Four rectangular windows, one with 1/4/2 sash and three with 4/8/2 sash, are 
located on the f i r s t story between the towers. They are surmoiinted by another . .• 
sandstone b e l t course and four arched sandstone trimmed windows, one with 1/4/1 r, 
sash, and three with 15/8/2 sash. A carved stone panel reading "Hancock School 
1891" i s cent r a l l y situated on the round tower between the f i r s t and second 
stori e s . Three windows with 9/9, 15/15, 9/9 sash respectively are decoratively 
framed i n a Palladian pattem i n brick and sandstone on the second story. A 
sim i l a r , but less elaborate t r i - p a r t i t e window arrangement i s used on the second 
story of the square tower. A single arched sandstone trimmed window with 15/8/2 
sash flanks the building's second story and a series of short arched sandstone 
trimmed windows with 3/6/2 sash project from the roof between the towers. 

Fenestration on the rear and side elevations i s symmetrical. Three f l a t arched 
windows with 2/8/2 sash flank each side of the central porte-cochere between : 
the pavilions. They are surmounted by i d e n t i c a l windows on the second story. 
On the second story above the porte-cochere i s a single 12/6/2 window beneath 
which i s a small side segmentally arched window. The corner pavilions consist 
of a series of three f l a t arched windows with 8/8/2 sash which are surmounted 
by a series of three arched sandstone trimmed window with 6/8/2 sash. Each 
corner of the pavilions contains a narrow f l a t arched window with 2/4/1 sash on 
the f i r s t story and a narrow arched sandstone trimmed window with 1/4/1 sash on 
the second story. Each side elevation contains three f l a t arched windows with 
4/8/2 sash and one f l a t arched window with 2/4/2 sash along the f i r s t story. 
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They are surmounted by three arched sandstone trimmed windows with 13/8/2 sash 
and one arched sandstone trimmed window with 6/4/2 sash. Sandstone b e l t courses 
extend aroxind the building's rear and side elevations at levels beneath the larger 
f i r s t and second story windows. Five steeply pitched hipped dormers containing 
paired windows project from the rear elevation and the roof's side elevations 
each contain another steeply pitched hipped dormer also containing paired windows. 

The basement of the building stands some f i v e feet above grade with basement windows 
topped by segmental arches of brick headers. The basement i s entered down a 
series of steps on the west elevation and was planned for "heating apparatus, the 
sanitary apartments, separate play-rooms f o r boys and g i r l s and a... room or shop 
which can be used f o r a beginning i n manual t r a i n i n g . " 

The f i r s t and second stories contain several classrooms which a l l have southerly 
exposure for sunlight during i n s t r u c t i o n periods. The classrooms open onto a 
long corridor on the northerly side of the building i n which there are coatrooms 
and an area f o r teachers to supervise the coming and going of pupils. On 
the t h i r d f l o o r i s a h a l l large enough to seat the entire school, and under 
each gable are two rooms which o r i g i n a l l y were intended f o r sewing and cooking. 
The building's i n t e r i o r f i n i s h i s r e l a t i v e l y p l a i n . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Hancock School has been serving children i n Ijexington's primary and secondary 
grades longer than any extant educational building i n the town. Ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 
i t i s among Lexington's best examples of Romanesque Revival piiblic buildings. 
The school was designed i n 1890 by Henry Walder Hartwell (1813-1919) and William 
Cummings Richardson (1854-1935), p r o l i f i c suburban architects i n the Boston area 
whose popularity peaked i n the 1880's and 1890's. Examples of t h e i r numerous 
works include: Boston's F i r s t S p i r i t u a l Temple (Exeter Street Theater, extant) 
Belmont Town Hall(extant), Boston's Normal Art School (demolished), and Acton 
Memorial Library (extant). A l l of these buildings, l i k e Hancock School, were 
b u i l t during the period of Henry Hobson Richardson's greatest influence. Hancock 
School, however, i s among the firm's more eclectic interpretations of Romanesque 
Revival architectiire as evidenced by the unusual ornamental masonry and the imagina­
t i v e design of the facade. In addition i t i s one of the best preserved examples 
of the f i m ' s school architecture i n any greater Boston Community. .-s 

Hancock School's o r i g i n a l building committee stated: "Our aim has been, f i r s t of 
a l l , f o r u t i l i t y , healthfulness, and convenience; at the same time we have not : 
been unmindful that correct proportions and arc h i t e c t u r a l taste not only have 
an educating influence upon boys and g i r l s , but tend to elevate the tone of the 
whole community." The enduringly f i n e q u a l i t y of the school's design and 
construction has l i v e d up to the building committee's i n i t i a l expectations, and 
continues to foster great admiration and devotion to the school by alumni and 
families whose children f i n d fascination i n i t s special ambience which i s i n 
a l l p r o b a b i l i t y unique and irreplaceable. 
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lancock School qoalifies 
)r National Register list 
e Hancock School, 33 Forest St.. nominated 
le Mai^chusims Historical Commission for 
ision m the National Register of Historic 
es. has irr^n accepted. State Secretary Paul 
u, chairmmi ol the commission, has been in-
led by Gary Everhardt, director of the 

National Park Service in the United States 
Department of the Interior. 

Hancock School has been serving children in 
Lexington's primary and seco.idary grades 
longer than any extant education.il building in 
the town. Architecturally, it is among Lex­
ington's best examples of Romanesque Revival 
public buildings. 

The school was designed in 1890 by Henry 
Walder Hartwell (1813-1919) and William Cum­
mings Richardson (1854-1935), prolific suburban 
architects in the Boston area whose popularity 
peaked in the 1880's and 1890's. Examples of 
their numerous works include Boston's First 
Spiritual Temple (Exeter Street Theatre, ex­
tant), Belmont Town Hall (extant), Boston's 
Normal Art School (demolished) and Acton 
Memorial Library • (extant). All of these 
buildings, like Hancock school, were built dur­
ing the period of Henry Hobson Richardson's 
greatest influence.. • . . . . 

Haqcock School's original building commitfee-T 
staled: "Our aira'has been, first of all, for 
utility'.' healthfiSjTiess, and convenience; at the 
same time we have not been unmindful that cor­
rect proportions and architectural taste not only 
have an educating influence upon boys and 
girls, but tend to elevate the tone of the whole 
community." 

The enduringly fine quality of the school's;, 
design and construction has lived up to the 
building committee's initial expectations, and 
continues to foster great admiration and devo-. 
tion to the school by alumni and families whose 
children find fascination in its special ambience 
which is, in all probability, unique and 
irreplaceable. 

The school building is a free standing three-
story block located at the Northeast comef of 
Forest and Claric Sts. Southwest of Lexington ,-
Center. It is set in a predominantly residential ̂  
area at the base of Belfry I^IL The main or­
namental facade facesVnorth towards 
Massachusetts avenue and' was originally^v 
designed to be seen by approach from Clark st 
which is now one-way into Massachusetts ave. A 
secondary front faces onto Forest st. 

The first and second stories contain several, 
classrooms which all have southerly exposure 
for sunlight during instruction periods. The 
classrooms open onto a long corridor on the 
Northerly side of the building in which there are 
coatrooms and an area for teachers to supervise 

. the coming and going of pupils. On Lhe LKird 
floor is a hall large enough to seat the entire 
school population, and under each gable are two 
rooms which originally were intended for sew­
ing and cooking. The interior of the school is 
relatively plain. 
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