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Hancock School i sa free standingthree-story block located at t he northeast

corner of Forest and Clark Streets southwest of Lexington Center. 1 ti ssetina -
predom nantly residential area at t hebase of Belfry Hill. The main ornamental

facade of Hancock School faces north towards Massachusetts Avenue and was originally
designed t obe seen by approach fromClark Street which i s now one-way onto Massa-
chusetts Avenue. A secondary front faces onto Forest Street. The school's

playground i s between thebuilding and Belfry Hill. The porte-cochere on the

rear elevation which originally shielded pupils arriving by carriage i snow

adjacent toa long black-topped parking |ot.

Hancock School i sset on a granite foundation andrises froma basic rectangul ar

plan. Exterior materials include conmon bond redbrick for thewalls and painted

wood and sandstone for trim Al | window sash i s painted wood. Ornamental brick

bond patterns accent thewall fabric around t heentrance porches and wi ndows and

in decorative panels onthelong elevations. The steeply pitched roof and dormers ' *
are entirely covered i ngray slate and trimed with copper as aret heshed roofed
entrance porches and porte-cochere. Two interior brick chimeys project through

the roof.

The facade of Hancock School i sdomnated by two large staircase towers, one round,
the other square, which rise t heheight of thebuilding and aretopped by pointed
roofs. Each adjoin a one-story entrance porch with arched brick wi ndows and entrance-
ways which aretrimmed with sandstone and iron grillwork. Both towers contain

smal | wi ndows at ground |evel which aretopped by a sandstone bhelt course.

Four rectangular windows, one with 1/4/2 sash and three with 4/8/2 sash, are

located on thefirst story between t hetowers. They are surmiinted by another -
sandstone belt course and four arched sandstone trimed wi ndows, onewith 1/4/1 r,
sash, and three with 15/8/ 2 sash. A carved stone panel reading "Hancock School

1891" i scentrally situated on theround tower between thefirst and second

stories. Three windows with 9/9, 15/15, 9/9 sash respectively are decoratively
framed i na Palladian pattem i nbrick and sandstone on t hesecond story. A

simlar, but less elaboratetri-partite wi ndow arrangement i s used on t he second
story of thesquare tower. A single arched sandstone trimmed w ndow with 15/8/2

sash flanks thebuilding's second story and a series of short arched sandstone
trimmed wndows with 3/6/2 sash project fromtheroof between t hetowers.

Fenestration on t herear and side elevations i ssymmetrical. Three flat arched
wi ndows with 2/8/2 sash flank each side of t hecentral porte-cochere between
the pavilions. They aresurnmounted by identical windows on t hesecond story.
h t hesecond story above t heporte-cochere i sa single 12/6/2 wi ndow beneath
which i sa small side segmentally arched wi ndow. The corner pavilions consist
of a series of three flat arched windows with 8/ 8/ 2 sash which are surnounted
by a series of three arched sandstone trimmed windowwith 6/8 2 sash. Each
corner of thepavilions contains anarrow flat arched windowwith 2/4/1 sash on
the first story and a narrow arched sandstone trimmed windowwith 1/4/1 sash on
the second story. Each side elevation containsthree flat arched w ndows with
4/ 8/ 2 sash and one flat arched windowwith 2/4/2 sash along t hefirst story.
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They ar e surnounted by three arched sandstone trinmmed w ndows with 13/8/2 sash

and one arched sandstone trimmed w ndow with 6/4/2 sash. Sandstone belt courses
extend aroxind t hebuilding's rear and side elevations at |levels beneath thelarger
first and second story windows. Five steeply pitched hipped dorners containing
paired wi ndows project fromtherear elevation and t heroof's side elevations
each contain another steeply pitched hipped dornmer also containing paired w ndows.

The basenment of thebuilding stands sone five feet above grade with basement w ndows
topped by segmental arches of brick headers. The basenent i sentered down a

series of steps on thewest elevation and was planned for "heating apparatus, t he
sanitary apartments, separate play-rooms for boys and girls and a... roomor shop
whi ch can be used for a beginning in manual training."

The first and second stories contain several classroonms which al | have southerly
exposure for sunlight during instruction periods. The classroons open onto a
long corridor on thenortherly side of thebuilding inwhich there are coatroons
and an area for teachers t osupervise theconmng and going of pupils.

the third floor i sa hall large enough t oseat theentire school, and under

each gable aretwo roons which originally were intended for sewing and cooking.
The building's interior finish i srelatively plain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hancock School has been serving children i nljexington's primary and secondary
grades |onger than anyextant educational building i nthetown. Architecturally,
it i samong Lexington's best exanpl es of Ronanesque Revival piiblic buildings.

The school was designed i n 1890 by Henry Wal der Hartwell (1813-1919) and W lliam
Qummi ngs Richardson (1854-1935), prolific suburban architects i nt heBoston area
whose popul arity peaked i nthe 1880's and 1890's. Exanples of their nunerous

works include: Boston's First Spiritual Tenple (Exeter Street Theater, extant)

Bel mont Town Hall (extant), Boston's Normal Art School (denolished), and Acton
Menorial Library (extant). Al of these buildings, like Hancock School, were

built during theperiod of Henry Hobson Richardson's greatest influence. Hancock
School, however, i sanong thefirms nore eclectic interpretations of Romanesque
Revival architectiire as evidenced byt heunusual ornamental masonry and t heimagina-
tive design of thefacade. 1 naddition i ti soneof thebest preserved exanples

of thefim s school architecture i nany greater Boston Community. .-S

Hancock School's original building comrittee stated: "Qur ai mhas been, first of
all, forutility, healthfulness, andconvenience; at thesane ti me we have not
been unm ndful that correct proportions andarchitectural taste not only have
an educating influence upon boys andgirls, but tend t oelevate t hetone of the
whole comunity." Theenduringly fine quality of theschool's design and
construction has lived uptothebuilding comrittee's initial expectations, and
continues tofoster great admration anddevotiontotheschool by alumi and
families whose children find fascination i nits special anmbience which i s in
all probability unique andirreplaceable.



« MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES M: ; AN

Hartwel |, Henry W, School Architecture, American Institute of Architects,
New Hampshire, July 10, 1896.

Report of t heConmittee Appointed t o Consider t he Subject of Building a New School -
House f or t he Hancock School, Lexington, Massachusetts, Boston, 1890.

Vogel , Susan, "Hartwell andRichardson: An Introduction t oTheir Work," Journal
of theSociety of Architectural Historians, My, 1973

*GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 2 acres
UTM REFERENCES

191 IMAL/ii2t01 14,710,116, 2rOl B L
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
cLiJIllell.11,1,17 DLAM o . o] |ele]e,

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

of o-osii

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE - e o ' CODE - COUNTY ' ' '~ t QQQ*

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

|FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE
Judy Dobbs, National Register Editor, andJohn Herzan
ORGANIZATION DATE
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion July 1975
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE
40 Beacon Street 617-727-8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boston, M assachusetts 02108

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE LOCALANIA

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Gommission® MM AN Ay A AN
FOR NPS USE ONLY

1HEREBY "RTtFY THATTHISTPftGNJEaTUS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER \ J
vZiy 4 . QAE
OIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEOLa "ANE ySTORICAJESBA
ATTEST: | DATE m z ~ m

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 888-445



Property

State Wor ki ng Number N N AS'"AjXMfe
TECHNICA I CONTROL
Photos
Vs 0 on AN
HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIS

OTHERt

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF.
Lo-

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered &R 22 W&
Federal Register Entry [i>-7'7S~  Re-submit

INT:2108-74

Uhited Sates Departnent of the Interior National Park Service W& N. 7



























Form No 10-301
(Rev. 10-7--1

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE JUL 8 13/

RECEVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
DATE ENTERED AUG 2 2 1975

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME
HSTORC Hancock School

AND/OR COMMON
sane

B LOCATION

CITY, TOWN Lexington VICINITY OF COUNTY Middlesex STATE MA

B MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE Sketch map

DATE 1975
SCALE 1" = 100°'

Q REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALLMAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2 NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT; 34 64-75



HANGOXK SCHOOL

N 1
Lexington, Massachusetts 1 - IOO

SCHOOL



Form No 10-301

e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTOF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE JUL 8 195
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES " *VP B
PROPERTY MAP FORM
toATEENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC

Hancock School
+AND/OR COMMON

Same

LOCATION

CITY, TOWN VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Lexi ngton M ddl esex Massachusetts

MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE
U.S. Geological Survey

SCALE DATE
1:24000 1971

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT: 34 64-75






ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE
Date Entered "™ 22 195

Nare Location

iSharon Iliotaric District
Nor f ol k County

Hanaoxk School LexirnTton
HijS«ilesQX County

Al so Notified

on. EZ State itistorlc PreQervatioCi Officer

o BV S BroeX Jrs. lillaalxitli R. /,ioon

Hon. I'*argaxafc Il, llctcklos Fjcecutiva Director

Uax* Taul Tsongas liaseaclruKotto Historical Cwipiieoion
40 limoon rtreet

Regi.cnal Director. North ISofityUf I'aceAcliUBetts 02103

Atlantic Rogion
"R IMott/je 8/27/75

INT: 2960-75



lancock Schod goalifies
)r National Regiger lig

e Hancock School, 3B Forest St.. nominated
leMai”chusims Historical Commission for
ison m the Nationa Register of Historic
es has irr*n accepted. State Secretary Paul
u, chairmmi ol the commission, has beenin-
led by Gary Everhardt, director of the

National Park Service in the United States
Department of the Interior.

Hancock Schoal hes been serving children in
Lexington's primary and secoidary grades
longer than any extant education.il building in
the town. Architecturally, it is among Lex-

%ons best examples of Romanesgue Revival

lic buildings.

The school wes designed in 180 by Henry
Wealder Hartwell (1813-1919) and William Curm-
mings Richardson (1854-1935), prolific suburban
architects in the Boston area whose popul arity
peeked in the 1880s and 1890s Examples of
their numerous works include Boston's First
Spiritual Temple (Exeter Street Thesatre, ex-
tant), Belmont Town Hall (extant), Boston's
Normal  Art School (demolished) and Acton
Memorial Library « (extant). All of these
buildings, like Hancock , were built dur-
ing the period of Henry Hobson Richardson's
greatest influence..

Schoal's original buﬂdmg oommltfeeT
stal "Our airathas been, first of all, for
ut|||ty" hedthfi§Tiess and convenience; a the
sametimewe havenot been unmindful that cor-
rect proportions and architectural taste not only
have an educating influence upon boys and
girls, but tend to elevate the tone of the whole
community."”

The enduringly fine quality of the schodl's,

gn and condtruction hes lived up to the
building committee's initial expectations, and
continues to foster great admiration and devo-.
tion to the school by alumni and familieswhose
children find fascinationin its specid ambience
which is, in all probability, unique and
irreplaceable.

The school building is a free standing three-
story block located at the Northeast comef of
Forest and Claric s Southwest of Lexington;
Center. Itis set ina predominantly residential »
area at the base of Belfry 1ML The main or-
namental facade facesVnorth towards
Massachusetts avenue and' was origindlyv
designed to be seen by goproach from Clark st
which is now oneway into Massachusettsave. A
secondary front faces onto Forest <.

The first and second stories contain severd,
classrooms which all have southerly exposure
for sunlight during instruction periods. The
classrooms open onto a long corridor on the
Northerly side of the building in which there are
coatrooms and an areaforteechersto upervise

. the coming and going of Euplls On Lhe LKird

floor is a hall large to seat the entire
school population, and under eech gable are two
rooms which originally were intended for sew-
ing and cooking. The interior of the schodl is
relatively plain.
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