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Situated just east of the Elmwood City Park, the Bess Streeter
Aldrich House visually extends the park with its well-landscaped yard.
The present landscaping reflects a maturation of the original planting
as revealed in early photographs.

The house, constructed in 1922, is a two-story frame dwelling
with brick veneer and wide-sided walls. As originally constructed,
the house represented a fine popular version of the Prairie style of
architecture. The moderately-pitched hipped roof was originally
covered with wood shingles and comfortably sheltered the second-story
wall, This wall, originally finished in a gray earth-colored stucco,
featured a continuous wood molding that ran the entire perimeter of
the house at the line of the window heads. This molding, along with
the horizontal strip of stucco wall above, contributed much to the
horizontality of the original scheme. The single-storied wing (enclosed
porch to the south), the ribbon window effect of the fenestration,
and the low-walled terrace between the porch and the entrance portico
on the west all contribute to the Prairie style character of the whole.
Only the entrance portico, supported by paired columns, recalls the
earlier preference for classical detailing.

As the house stands today, three major changes have occurred:
the entrance portico has been screened in, the wood shingle roof has
been replaced with light-colored asphalt shingles and the stuccoed
second-story wall has been covered with wide siding. These changes
have obscured the subtle details and the earthen colors and textures
which enhanced the original dwelling's association with the Prairie
style. However, the overall form, the deep brown brick, and the
detailing of the extant elements still recall the character of many
dwellings built in the 1920's in Nebraska.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bess Streeter Aldrich was born in Cedar Falls, Iowa on February
17, 1881, to James and Mary Wilson Streeter, pioneers of northeastern
Iowa. Bess grew up in the midst of a large, fun-loving family,
being the youngest of eight children. She began writing at an early
age while still a schoolgirl. At fourteen she entered her first
short story in a contest conducted by the old Chicago Record and was
a prizewinner.

Bess Streeter attended school at Cedar Falls, graduating from
high school in 1898. She continued her education at Iowa State
Teachers College, receiving her degree in 190l1. Throughout her six
years of teaching she also pursued her writing, submitting many
children's stories to magazines such as The Young Citizen and A
Magazine of Supplementary Reading in the Public Schools. Bess sold
one adult story prior to her marriage, The Madonna of the Purple
Gods, to the National Home Journal.

While Bess Streeter was teaching in Marshalltown, Iowa, she met
an attorney, Captain Charles S. Aldrich. They were married September 24,
1907. The Aldriches resided in Iowa until 1909, when they moved to
Elmwood, Nebraska, where Mr. Aldrich and a brother-in-law purchased
the American Exchange Bank. He pursued his law and banking careers
until his sudden death in 1925 at the age of 53 years.

After the death of her husband, Mrs. Aldrich was forced to turn
her hobby into a profession. She had been writing steadily during her
marriage, while caring for her four children, but her work consisted
mainly of short stories for women's magazines. In 1925, her first
novel, The Rim of the Prairie, was accepted and published by D. Apple-
ton and Company. The title of the book was a phrase often used by Mr.
Aldrich in describing the rise of land which was seen from Bess's
study window at "The Elms". In this novel, as in her other work,

Mrs. Aldrich weaves a fascinating tale of life on the Nebraska prairie
in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Many of her story lines are
adapted from her own or her parents' experiences. Because of her
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excellent characterization and realistic story lines, her works
provide an authentic interpretation of midwestern small-town life.
Many public schools insist on Mrs. Aldrich's novels as required
reading. Her writings are so popular that they have been trans-
lated into six foreign languages plus Braille. One novel, Miss
Bishop, was adapted for the screen by producer Richard A. Rowland

and was released as Cheers for Miss Bishop in 1941, with Mrs. Aldrich
acting as film consultant in Hollywood.

Throughout her writing career, Mrs. Aldrich published a total of
seven novels and five short story collections. She also sold over
160 short stories to periodicals.

Bess Streeter Aldrich continued her writing until her death
August 3, 1954 in Lincoln, Nebraska. She had moved there in 1946 to
live closer to her daughter.



